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CAPT. G LA'S was a native ot Scot- 
land, and bred s furgeon; in that capa- 
city he made fome voyages to the coafl of 
Guiney, and wasAthngib tnafterof a Guiney-- 
ibip, in which Aacion he continued till the late 
war began — Having faved a good fum of 
money in trade, hevcntured partof it onboanT 
a privateer, and" went himfeif as captain. He 
was not three da7% at fea before the fhip's 
crew mutinied ; but at length, by fair fpeeches; 
were pacified j and ftill more To by the capture 
of a French merchant-man of great value,, 
which foUowed immediatejy; 

This good' fortune was (bon difpelled by 
the appearance of an enemy's frigate abour 
twice his ftfength, with which', however, he 
engaged.' The contcft was very warm for 
more than two hours; but another French 
fliip appearing, Capt. Glas was obliged to 
firike, with the lofs of more than half his 
crew, and himfeif fliot through the fliouldcr, ' 
He remained fome time in a French" prifon in 
A 3 the 
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the Weft-Iodies,. and wss tccatQd with much 
ftverity, bnt being at Uft exchanged, he em- 
barked the remainder of his fortune upon ano- 
ther adventure in the priTateering way. He 
was again taken prirouer, and his whole for- 
tune at once defVroyed, 

U'PON being rclcafed a fecond time, he was 
employed by merchants in their fervtce to and 
from the Well-Indies, and was taken prifoner 
no Ufs than feven times during the laft war- 
However, he had, upon the conclufionof the 
late peace, amalTed aboui two thoufand pounds, 
and being an exceileni Teaman, he ref^olvcd in. 
his Qwn Ibip,, to go upotv a- difcovcpy.. £Ie 
found out a new harbour on the coaft oFAf rica, 
between' the river Senegal and, Cape de Verd, 
to which be fuppofed a very great trade migbt 
be driven. 

Hs lelurned to England, and laid his dif- 
covery before the miniftry ; and at length ob- 
tained an exclusive trade to his own harSour 
foe twenty years. Having prepared for his 
departure, with the afliflance of one or two 
merchants,, he left £;ig1and, and arrived at 
■ he new-fciund harbour. He lent one of bis 
men on fhore with propoGtions of trade, hut 
the natives murdered him the moment he 
larded. Capt. Glas found means to inforni 
the King of the country of the wrong done 
him, and the mutual advantage that might 
accrue from trading thither. 

The King feemed to be pleafed with his 
propofa], only to get him the more fecurety in 
his power; but Glas, being on his guard, he 
failed in efTeSing his deltgn. The King's next 
attempt was lo poifon the crew by provifions 
fent 
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ftat as prcfentt to the Capiain, thts alfo Ftiled 
of effe&v but Glas, for wanVtif neceSaries* 
*M dbKged' to go to ihe Canaries in ih open 
io»t, in; order to buy hme from the SpsnUrds. 
Jti the Aiean time ilie f;ivages felt up6it his 
JMp, bnt (Hey were repulfcd by the crewj 
and the Oupbeing obliged to quit the harbour, 
»nd not finding her Captain reiurnj failed for 
England, where fbc arrived in fafery. 

In the mean time, the unfortiinafe Captain" 
landed upon one af the Canary Iflands, and' 
prefenied his periiion to (he SpanifliGoTeinor, 
but who, inftead of irealinghim with the de- 
fired faofpitality, threw him into prifon as * 
fp^, and there kept him for fome months, 
wiihoot pen, inV, or paper, 
' Hk at length liethought himfelf' of writing' 
with a picM of charcoal on a buifcuit, to »■ 
Captain- of an Engfiih man of war, then in- 
the harbour, who, though with much difli- 
colty, and after being previoufly feni to prifon^ 
bimrelf, at length effeQed the Captain's re- 
leafe. Here he continued for fome' time, til! 
his wife and daughtOT (a beaiHifuI girl of e- 
llsven years old) came to him from home, and 
from the Canaries they all joyfully embarked' 
for England, on board the. Sandwich, Capt. 
Cochran, commander. 

The fliip failed from Lordon aboot thtf- 
month of June, 0^ July, r76g, laden with- 
bale-goodj, hard-ware, hals, &c. for Santas 
Croz; at which- pfareihcy arrived, difcharged' 
(Iteir cargo, and thencc failed to Orataira, oiwf 
of the Canary Iflands, and look in a cargo of 
Madeira wine, raw and manufadured S)k, 
codfineal, and a large quantity of Spariiflt 
A 4 milled' 
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milted dollars* Tome irgots of gold, fomt 
jewels, and a fiftall quantit^yof gold-duft; and. 
sbout^tbe month of ^;ove^lbe^, failed from 
Orataira for London, and had then on board 
John Cochran, Captain ; Charles Pincfaent, 
Mate; Peter M'Kinlic, Boatfwain ; George 
Gidley, Cook; Richard St. Qui'otin, Andrees 
^ekerman, and James Pi nchcni, (brother to 
the mate) Mariners; and Benjamin Gallipfey, 
the cabin hoy j and they took on board, as paf- 
fcngers, Capt. Glafs, his wife and daughter^ 
with a icrvant boy belonging to them. 

Before the ihip left the Canaries, Gidley> 
St. Quiniin, Zckerman, and M'Kinlic, en- 
tered into a conrpiracy to murder all ihe other. ' 
perfons on board, and to poflefs themfelves of 
the treafure. Accordingly, on Sunday, No- 
vember 30, at eleven at night, the four aflaf- ^ 
fins being flationed on the night-watch, and 
the Captain coming to fee every thing propCr- 
!y fettled, on his reiurn to his cabin, M'Kin- 
lie feized him, and held him faR, till Gidley 
kilted him with an iron bar, and then threw 
him overboard. 

"The noife occafioned by this murder, and 
the Captain's groans ha,ving alarmed the Pin- 
chents, and Capl. Glas, they rofe from their 
beds, atid immediately came on deck ; and the 
Pinchcnts being foremoft, they were attacked 
by the viNains, knocked down, and thrown 
overboard; Capr. Glas inftanfly returned to 
the cabin for his fword, and his retreat being 
obferved by M'Kinlie, who judged of his in- 
tent, fecretcd himfelf at the foot of the fleps 
in the dark ; and as he was afcending the ileps 
to get upon the deck, M'Kinlic feized bim in 
hti 
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Vis irms, and held him l^ll, and catlcil out to - 
liir afloctires to afllft tnm, who immediately 
Tufhed upon Mr. G(as, and with much difli-' 
oulty wrefled hii fword out of his hand, in 
whichfcuffle Zelcernun received a flight wound 
inhiiaim; and in QabbingMr. Gias, M'Kiri'' 
lie recetved a woand thro' his left arm. When 
Ifaeybadthns murdered Mf. Glas, they rhreur 
him oveiboard. This fo*n brought Mrs. 
^la* and her cbild on deck ; and Ihe having 
feea what the villains had perpetrated, implor- 
td for menji bat Zekerman and M'Kintie 
oanne up to her, and Ihe-and her daughter be- 
ing locked in one anoiher'« afms,- they threw 
them botbinio theifea.' 

HAViNGthiu difpatched all the perfeni or ^ 
board, escq>b the two boys, and being thrn 
10 the Britifh Channel, on their rourfe lO'Lon- 
dois they immediately put the Ihip about, and 
lleered for the coaftof Ireland ) and on Tuef- 
day, December 3, about two in the afternoon, 
they armed within tenJeaguesof the harbour 
of Waterfbrd and Rofs, and then-determined 
to link the Ihip ; and, in order to.fecure Ihem- 
felrei: and. the ircafure, they hoiiled out their 
cock-boat, and loaded her with bags of dollars, 
10 the quantity of about- two tons-, and theni . 
knocking out the ballaft port, quitted the Ihip; 
andgotintolbeboat, and left the two boys iri 
the-Tihking.yeilel toperilh. 

Ossof the bciys having enireated to be 
taksn-on board, but refufed, leaped into the 
fea* and by fwimming laid hold of the gun- 
Dclof the boat, when one of the fellows gave 
him a ftroke, and knocked him off, arid he was 
immediately drowned. 

A. 5 SoOM- 
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Soon after tbeyquittied tbcllMp» fliefflled 
with water and ovftritt^ and they bir th« 
other boy waflied overboird. - 

The boat having reached the hirbsor's 
mouth, about fix in the evening, th^ rowed 
her about three miles up the river, and being 
afraid to proceed further with fuch a quantity 
of Ireafure, they landed within two milcc of 
the fort of Duncannon ; and having left out as 
■nuchas they. apprehended. they could carry, 
they buried on the ftrand the reft of lh« dol- 
lars, amounting to .250 bags; they then pro» 
ceeded up the river with the temaindcr, t^ 
ingots of gold, jewels, .and gold diiA,- and 
landed at a place called EiflnrAown, withiD 
four miles of Rofs, and refrelliedihemftlvei 
at an aUhoufe, where a bag of lOoo dollars 
was ftolen from them. 

On Wednetday, December 4, they pro- 
ceeded to Rofs, and put up at an atehoufe, and 
there exchanged 1200 dollars for their^amorait 
in current gold, and bought three cafei of pif* 
tols, hired iix ho(fe», and iwo^ guides, asd oa 
Thurfday ihe 5th fet out tor Dublin, .where 
they arrived on the 6th, and Aopped at the 
Black-Bull inn, inTbomasHreet. 

Having laviOied a confiderahle fam in Rofsv 
and an account having arrived there, that « 
■veffel was driven on the coaft, nchiy ladeoj 
without a living foul on board, itcaiuediafufr 
picioR, that thofe perfons had dedroyed and 
plundered the (hip; upon which the ColleSor 
fent two gemtemen expre^ to the chief ma* 
giftrate of Rofs, then in Dublb, to infiarm 
him, of iheir fufpicions, with intent that th« 
faid 



ftU< ^ttrftaw ateMM tft tlftefl, and-To^nti to 

TrtrtrtrgBrtftSiKW arH*ed on ihe ftW/ an* 
jMvir^ ntrdrtnCd'rtM Aid nngfOS'ate dP thtit 
MaMli lk,-Withprcr|>eraffifttuice,- apph-ehend- 
^ifft. C^imifli'aDd Zeltermnii \f\\a being «X' 
jt rt lim-J ftptrttBriyt eacficbnltellM'i-he mufdcr?, 
attl'Ai^^ nttlMert' b(!for«^ rdatedi irU atfoi 
iKdfftwe'tHBiraWhiwJiii'EKiBlhii Gidiey'artd 
M'Kina<'li«y ftf* tt^» gHarmftK, (ttlbrs w 
ihe amount of ^ocf\. by which means M'Kin- 
lie was apprchendedj and inleliigence got, that 
Gidley bad fet out in a pofl-chaife tor Cork, 
in order to lake Shipping for England. 

Having received an account of thedoilars 
that were hid, the magiflrate of Rofs difp.nch- 
ed back the two Gentlemen, wiih dircflions 
to- the ColleQor of Rofs, and the command- 
ing officer of the fort of Duncannon, to make 
fcaich for the bags of dollars: In returning,, 
they apprehended Gidley in bis way to Cork, 
and had him commitled to Carlow goal, where 
they found upoo him 53 guineas, a moidore, 
and fome litver. 

On the 13th they- found 250 bags of dol- 
lar fvahd up, and brought (hem to Rofs un- 
der a guard, and lodged them in the cultom- 
houfe. 

There were found in the pofleifion of' 
M'Kinlie, ^ekerman, and St. Quiniin, fome- 
toys, a few guineas, an ing^Jt of gold, and a 
fmail parcel of gold dull. 

On Saturday, Ma^ch i, the four affaflins: 

■were tried and found guilty ; and on Monday 

the 3d, ihey were execuied at Siephcn's- 

sreeii: Their bodies were brought bick to- 

New. 
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Newgate, and,, on the Wedoefday following, 
they were hung ' in chwis> two of them near 
Mactrrcll'«-wbarf> on the South-wall ; and 
the other two about the middle of the Pile>» 
below the Pidgeon-houfe. The bodies eC 
F^ter M'Kinlie and George Gidley, the two. 
that were hung in chains on the Sbuth^wall^ 
being found difagreeable to the Citizeni of 
Dublin, who walked there for amufcroent or 
health, were removed to Datkey ifland* 
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INTRODUCTION. 



THER£ is no re^ron to doubt that the an- 
cients had rome knowledge of the Madeira, 
Canary, and Cape de Verd Iflands, with 
the adjacent coafl of Africa ; but their accounts oF 
thefc places are fo indillinS and confufed, that one 
U at a \ok 10 Inow which of (hem they defcribe; 
yet the nature and lituation of them bcirg known^ 
he mud be convinced that they were acquainted 
'with (hem all, but confounded (hem logeiher un« 
dtT the common name of the Fortunate Iflands. 

The iflands Madeira and Porto Santo feem to ao- 
Twer to »he defcription of the Fortunate Iflands in 
Plutarch's Life of Sertorius, which Is as follows: 
** When Sertorius was at (he mouth of the river 
" Boetiii, In Spain, he met with feamcn newly ar- 
" rived from rwo iflands in (be Atlantic, wbicbare 
" divided from one another only by a narrow chan- 
" net, and are dillant from the coafl of Africa * 
" ten tboufand furlongs: thefe are called (he For- 
" tunatc Iflands, where the rain falls feldom, and 
** then in moderate fhowers ; but, for i be moll 
" part, they have gentle breezes, bringing along ' 
" with them foft dews, which render the foil not 
" only fat and fit to he ploughed and planted, but 
" fo abundantly fruitftil, (hat it produces of its own 
" accord plants and fruits for plenty and delicacy 
" fufficient to feed and delight the inhabitants, 
" who may here enjoy all things without trouble 
*' or labour. The feafons of the year are Icm- 
** perate, and'ihe alteration from quarter to quar- 
" ter fo moderate, that the air for the moft part is 
" ferene and refrefliing, and the weather general- 

* I fuppofe be aeams from the Streights of Gibrahar. 
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■*' Jy fair and pieafant. The rough north and eaC- 
■" leriy winds, which blow towards thefe iflan^s 
■*<■ from the coafts of Europe and Africa, are divid- 
■" ed and diffipated by rejfon of t-he vail diftance, 
■** fltid uiterlylofe their force long before they reach 
" thofe parts. The foft welfern and foutherly 
*' winds which breathe upon them, do fometimes 
" produce gentle fprinkling (howers ; but for (he 
''*' moft pan they impregnate the earth only with 
'*' the fruitful dews and the nourilhing moiRureof 
" the air, which l,hey bring along with (hem from 
"' the Tea; fo that ii is believed, even among the 
" barbarous people (hemfelves, ihat this is the feat 
^' of the blefTcd, and (hat thefe are (he Elyfian 
'" Fields highly celebrated by Homer," 

It is evident, from the above defcription, that 
•iliofe ifiands lay to the fouth-wefl of Hercules's 
Piilars, or Sneights of Gibraltar; for he fays, 
■" the rough noiiherly and eafterly winds whiclj 
"blow from the coarts of Kur ope and Africa towards 
" thofe iflands;" confequenily ihey could not be 
any of the Azores or Wcllern ((lands, (he fouiher- 
mod of which does not lie farther fouth than the 
Sireights of Gibraltar. Nor could they be any of 
the Canary Iflands, becaufe from any one of them 
three or four of the oihers may be perceived, ex- 
cepting the two iflands Lanceroia aiid Fueriaventu- 
ra, which are more difiani from the reft, lying 
near the coaft of Africa. But they bear no refem- 
blance (o Plutarch's iflands, becaufe no trees grow 
in [hem, for the north-eaft wind blows upon then) 
almoftconflanily, and with fuch vehemence as to 
prevent the growth of almoft all kind of trees, ex- 
cept the fig tree, and fome low (hrubs that happen 
to be Ihelicred by a wall or rock ; befides, Lance- 
rota and Fuertaventura are deflitute of good water. 
What the natives drink, is rain-water, preferved in 
ciflerDs; fo that they do not anfwer thexlefcriptton 
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of [he Foriunate Iflands, or Elylian Fields, fo high- 
ly celebrated by Homer. 

TjiE iQtntl Nivaria, and (heolhersof King J«- 
ba, mentioaed by Pliny, are duubllefs Teneiile and 
tilt other Canary Iflinds; for, as he obfervcs Of 
Ni«aria, the lop of the iOand Tenerife is generally 
covered with fnow. 

But the illands Piuviala and Capraria * of Sta- 
tius Sebofus feem to be foiae of the Cape de Verd 
Iflands; and his PUnaria on the continent oppoTitt 
to them, ihe coaft of Africa between Cape Blanco 
add Cape Verd; which h indeed, as he reprefcnis 
it, extremely level, and full of gtcat trees. 

Ptolemy's defcription of the Fonunale Iflandi 
it fp confufed, that it is impoffible to guefs what 
illands he meant when he mentions ihem ; for their 

I laiitudes anfwer neiiher to that of the Canary, 
Madeira, Azores, nor Cape de Verd lilands. 

Upon the decline of ihe Roman empire, the 
Goths and Vandals invaded the coafls of Mauritania 
K'fih their fleets. At that lime, it may be fuppof-,"" 
ed, that tome private Ihips of war, or merchant- 
met), of thofe nations, went, in quefl of gain or 
plunder, as far as the Canary Iflands, the account 

1 «i whole expediuons is now buried in oblivion. 

I After the Arabs had conqueted the northern 

[ parts of Africa and fettled thcmfelves in Spain, ihey 
were obliged to maintain fleets, in order to cope 

I with thofe of the northern nations, who often came 
and ravaged thecoadsofSpain and Barbary. When 
they had fuch targe navies, they could not be ig- 

* It is probable that chefe iflands are St. lago and 
Mayo, iwoofthe Cape de Verds; thofe who named the 
fifft Ptuviala, bad been there in the time of the heavy 
periodical rains, which fall in places lituatcd between ibc 
tropics J and not being acquainted with that phenome- 
non, called theifland Piuviala. 

B 2 norant 
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iiorant of ihc art of navigaiion, nor of iheiitus- 
lion of their own coafls of Fez, Morocco, and Sll^, 
JU'ith ihe Madeira and Canary Iflands fronting 
them. 
' That ihc Arabs knew Madeira and Porta Santo, 
-is plain from what the Nubian Geographer fays in 
the Firft Part of his Third Climale, where he men- 
tions two iOands, one of which he calls Sciarraham, 
aW theotherSciaram, frcRiing theporEof A«affi in 
£arbary. 

In the Firft Part of his Second Clireiate lie only 
jnenlions two iHands in the Atlantic, called Masfa- 
han and Lacos, which may be fuppofed to bcLatf 
cerola and Fuertavenlura ; for he fays they are oF 
Ihe number of the fix defcribed by Ptolemy. One 
of thofc two iflands (If not both) viz. Fucriaven- 
lura, may be dircerned.-froffl thC'CODtmentof Afi4- 
ca, in clear weather. 

Any one who reads with attention the Firft Part 
of the Nubian Geographer's Third Climate, will 
be ftroiigly inclined to believe that the Arabs had 
even fonie knowledge of Amtrica, ortheWeftln- 
,dia iflands*. If fo, it muft have been received by 
the return of fome ftiips to Spain or Africa from 
ihofe pans of ilie world, where they might have 

• Tbc Nubian ■Geogiaphett tpeikingof the Atianirc 
:Orcan, fays, " In this (ea is alio the illand Saile, in 
" which is found a kind of men like women, having 
'* their eye-loacb flicking out, tbcir ej'ea like lightning, 
" [heir breath like the fmaak of burning wood, aiid 
" fpeaking an uninrelligible language; tney iight fea- 
" bcalf», and the men aie only diflinguiihed from the 
" women by (be organs of generatiort : they have no 
" beards, and are eloaihed with the leaves of trees." 
Now ihoLigh the foregoing account feemj fabulous, yet 
there is alfo in it Tome appearance of iruih j br tbe In- 
dians of America have no beards; and to thofc who 6rft 
law ihem fnioaking tobacco, tbeii breath woald lelemble 
the fmojk of burning wood. 

, beet) 
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been driven by. ftorms ; even, as fome fay, Colum- 
bus got his intelligence of itie new world •■ Fop 
it is unpoflibje but that fome MooFiih or Spanifli 
vefTels, failing near iheir own c»al}s> mull at fun- 
dry times have been driven, by nonhcrly llorms, 
in the winter feafoR, within the verge of the con- 
Aant north-ead wind-, called by us the Irade-mnd,. 
which begins lo blow not far to the fouthward oi- 
the Strcights of Gibraltar, and aSually blows nine 
months of the year on the coafts of Morocco^ 
Now if it happened that a Ibip, fo driven by a flornv 
into the north-eall trai)e-wind,fltould lofe her maAs,. 
(he could not poflibly in thai cafe regain the coafls^ 
ol Spain or Barbary, bqi mufl be driven before the 
wind and feas towards the Weft-Indies, if {he did' 
not chance to light on the Madeira or Canary 1f- 
iui^s by (he way % 

To> 

• Wbea Colombna left Spab to gp in queft of 
America, he gave inltroflions to the ofiicertof hti little 
Iquadron, chat after failing feven hundred leigurs beyond' 
[lie Canary lllanda and did not hnd land, ihey fLouId 
make no way fiom midnight unlil day. How came Co-' 
lumbus not lo ufe litis ptecamion before be failed feven 
Hundred kagoei beyond ihe CanaitM.or aliiile way fhott 
ftf the (iift fand which he difcoTeredf The reafon U ob- 
vioiu 10 Teamen t for ihofe peopl» well know the rifque 
ihey run of lofing iheir hves h^, failing in the nighi on^^ 
unknown feaa, where ihey might be wrecked on fome 
Itndior rocks before [hey could fee them.. If Coltimbua 
hid not been pietty certain of [he diftance of the land, 
he would noi have nfed this precau[ion juft in [he niclc 
of time when he ought ti> have dope it,, had he known 
where the land was. Seamen at thisprefent [ime, in 
goine to the Weft-Indies from Europe, ufe the fame pre- 
camion, when they deeni ihemfelvcs fo fat from [he land 
M fifty, nay fameiinies an hundred leagues, ahbonglv 
the lituation of thefe parti ie now fo esa£tly determined. 

-^ A few years ago, a Canaiy bark, loaded with cotO' 
B.3 i.,oo-;lc ■«»' 
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To Tupport thefe conjeQures, it is to b* obfcrv- 
*d, ihat Columbus, on his fecond voyage to thft 
Weft-Irrftes, touched at ihe ifland of Guadalupe, 
whcra he found the flern-poft of a Oiip lying on 
ilife fhore ; which was a certain proof that a fliip 
had been in the new world before him; for that 
piece of wood couid not have been driven there from 
any place far diftant from that ifland. 

Although the difcovery of the north-weft 
coafts of Africa, and its iflands, is commonly af- 
cribed to the Portugueze, yei we find, opon en- 
quiry, thai there is reafon to imagine they were 
enly the revivers of the Norman difcoveries. 

So early as the year 846, we find that the Nor- 
mans with powerful fleets invaded the Spaniards and 
Moors in Spain. Being repulfed at CoruHna, in 
Galiciaj by ihe King Don Ramiro, and obliged to 
reimba.rk, ihey were attacked afterwards by his 
fleet, which took and deftroyed feveoty of their 
fliips: oeverihelefs, the remainder doubled Cape 
Finillcrre, and Brriving in the mou.h of the Ta- 
gus, put the Moors of Lifbon Jn a great confter- 
nation. Next year the Normans came to the cosift 
<iF Spain wiih a great fleet, and, landing in Anila- 
Uifia, laid fiege 10 the Mooriih ciiy of Seville, and 
ravaged the country aboui Cadiz, and Medina Sido- 
nia, carrying away many captives and much plun- 
der: but hearing that the Moorifti King Abdcrrjf- 

and psflengeis, bound from ihe ifland of LaBceroia (o 
Teneiife. met with fome difafter at fea in her pafljge, 
bj- which fte was rendered incapable of getting to anr of 
the Canary {(lands, and therefore was obliged to run 
many A»Jt befora ihe wind, unii! (he came within two 
dayi fail of the coail of Caraccas \a South America 
where Ihe met an Englilh Oiip, which fupplied the furvi- 
ving paflengera with water, and dtre£led her to the port 
of La Giiaiia, on thai coaft. 
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mn Was coining againft them with a ftrong fleet,. 
thej fudtlenty embarlced, and failed away with their 
boeij. I mention this expediilon of the Normans^, 
to (hew to what a pitch thoy had then arrived at, 
in the art of navigation among thefe people *". La~ 
bat, in his Hiftory of the Wtftern Coafts of Afri- 
Oil, informs us that the Normans traded lo the 
coafts of Africa as far as Sierra Leona fo early as. 
the year 1364; for proof of which he refers to a. 
deed of afTociation between the merchants of Di- 
eppe and Roan, dated in 1365. He fays that all 
their fetttements in Africa tell 10 ruin foon after, 
and the trade was utterly loft by the civil war& in 
France upon the death of Charles Vi. in 1392. 
However, it is certain that the Normans were the 
firft in Europe who difcovered the Canary Idards,. 
as will appear in the coBrfc of the following Hif- 
tory. 

Although of old the Europeans were igno-- 
Ant of the dfe of the load-ftone, yet it is certain' 
that in feas where the conftant trade-wind prevails,, 
feamen may eafily make (hift without ii, as the 
weather, is there generally ferenc, and the fun andt 
flars commonly <een ; and if the heavens happen 
at any time to be overcaft, thf> can eafily fteer 
their courfi; byobferving the diredion of the waves,, 
which in thofe kis run in a regulaF and certain' 

• In.tbofe days ibe Englilli knew more of navlgarioit 
thin they did feme centmies aficr j fo[ John Leo, in hia 
■CcoMt of Afsictt informs us, that about the Ji4>h 
jearof the Hcgira, ihe Goibs of Spain invited them tO' 
invade Soath Baibary, in order to draw the Moors out 
ef Spain, although at thai lime the Gorhs were Chrilli- 
ins, and the Englifh idolaters. AccoFdingl}> ih«y be- 
fie^d the town of Arzilla, firuated on tbe coalt of the 
Adant re ocean, wiih a great arm^, which they took,. 
and coDruraed with (ne and fwoid ia fucb a maoner that' 
ilb/derataitifiK tfaittyyeais after.. 

8-4, courfe,, 
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coui-fe, as well as ihe wind by which the}- are im^ ' 
pelled. 

After Tailing four bundned and fifty miles lo- 
wards the fouth-wcft from the mouth of the 
Sireighis of Cibraliar,^ along by the coafls of Fez> v 
Morocco, 8nd Suz, on the Atlantic Ocean, wc ac- 
tive U the fouih weft extremity of Mount Ailas» 
in the latitude of twenty-pine degrees tweniy-fivt 
minutes north: then leaving that land, and failing 
into the ocean dircfi^ weS, one-hundred and finly 
miles, we come to the ifland of Lancerota, the 
fir(V of the Canary IQands in that Eourfe: the refl 
of tbefe iilinds lie all to the weft aad fomh of Lao- 
cerota. The Catiaries are fevcn in nuinberi viz. 
Lancerola^ Fuertavcntura, Canaria, Tenerife, Go- 
mera, Hierro or Fecro, and PaJma : they lie from 
the eaft to the wed in the fame order as they are 
here named. The iBn-meniioned is about fiziy- 
five leagues diflant front the tirft. 

As I do not intend to give a. particular dcfoEipiioa 
of tliem in this pla^e,. I refer the t.sadcF to l^e-fc- 
condpartof this work, in tvhicb he will find each 
Itland difiinSly dcfcribed ; and Ihail now proceed 
to the Hiftory of their Dilcovery and Conqueft^ 
which is almoll e-;^tirely a tranflation from a Spanilh 
Manuicripi, written in the year 1632, in theiHand 
of Patma, by Juan de Abteu de Gahneo, a Fran- 
cifcan Fitar, a native of the province of Andalufia 
in Spain. 

This manufirript lay a long I'ime iiv ohfcttrity in- 
a convent iti ibeifl^and of Patmft. About three 
vears ago it was lent from thence to Canaria, as a. 
prefent to ihe Blfliop of the Iflands. I heard of 
this Manufctipt when I was at Tenerife. and im'< 
mediately wrote to a gentleman in Canaria to pro- 
cure me a copy, which he did, and fent it to me. 
Upon reading the manufcript 1 had the falisfadioa 
to find that it contaidcd a genuine account of the 
i.oiCflPquefl 
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'Gonqueft'oF rbe iflandsaod the ancient inhabitants^ 
and perfcAly agreed with thofe I had before often 
received, fl was compleie, and prepared for the 
prefs; what prevented its publication in the au- 
tbor'a life-time, I know not; probably the author 
had intended to carry it to Spain (as there was no 
printing- pre fs in Palnia) and haVe publithed it there, 
but was prevented by death from executing his de- 
fign. 

The candid reader is requeued nottocenfure 
lliis performance on account of the inelegance of 
ihe ftyle: the editor preferring faiihfuloefs in tran- 
flation, and accuracy in defcripiion, lo the pompous 
flow (^ language: and though he may fomeiimes 
dwell on circumAances which may appear trifling 
lo many readers ; yet he flatters himfelf that they 
will be found ufeful and iniereft-ig to thofe whofe 
bufinefs or curiofitv require a mote parficulari 
knowledge of thefe iflands.. 
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BOOK FIRST. 
CHAP. I.. 

Jn lubat manntr the Canary Iflandi eame firfi U it- 
known to the Europtani. 

TH E firft account we had of the Canary 
I'fiands being publickly Wnown in Europe*, 
after the decline of ihe Roman empire^, 
was fomc time between the years 1326^ 
and 1334, by means of a French (hip that was 
driven among them by a ftorm. 

Upoi«tbisdircovery, a Spanifh nobleman, Count- 

of Claramonte, named Don Luis, fon ot Don A- 

lonzo de la Cerda, furnamed the Difmheriied •, 

procured a grant')' of ihofeiflands, with the title 

of 

* He was right heir to the crown of CaAMe, bat was - 
deprived of it by his UBcle Sincho IV. From Omna: 
irabella, daughter 10 this Luis de la Cercta, r.< defcended: 
t^e noble familj of Medina Cell in Spain. Mariana. 

f Wbea this giani was made to Don Luis, it gave 
fuch umbrage 10 ihe Englifh arabairadors, who ihen hap- 
pened to be at Rome, [bat ibey iTDinediiiely difpaiched 
an exprefs to ihert coucr, 10 prevent this conveyance, 
imaeinioK there weie no other FottimiK lOands <han 
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of King, from Pope Clemenc VI. upbnconditioii 
that he would caufe the Gofpel lo be preached 
to the natives. 

Two years after thb, , Don Luis obtained a li- 
cence from Pedro, King of Arragon, to equip a 
fleet from fiMnc of his pons, tn order to take pof- 
feflion of ihe Canary Iflands; but though fome of 
bis fhJps were adn^lly fined out, yet ibe deftgn 
failed, titfl by reafon oF hii being engaged in fomC 
other afFairs, and laftly by his deaih, which hap- 
pened foon afier. However, ii is probable that 
either part of thai fquadron, or fome oiher fliips, 
went to the Canaries about that time, the crews f^ 
which were natives of Majorca, which then be- 
longed to the crown of Arragon, What became 
of tiiofe velTels Ihat! be related in its proper place. 
Nothing was done afterwards towards perfeding the 
difcovery, utiiii ihc year 1385, when fome Bifcay- 
ners and inhabitants of Seville joined to equip a 
6L'et ot five (tt'ipi at Cadiz, in order to make de- 
kents upon and plunder the Canary Iflandsand the 
adjacent coaft of Barbary. The command of ihcfe 
ftiips was given to one FerdinandoPcrazj, a gestle- 
man of Seville. 

After coafling the African (hore, ihey failed 
weAward, and fell in uith the ifland now called 
. Lancerota, where they landed. The natives came 
in crowds to the port to behold them : but the 
Spaniards (hooting fome arrows among ihem, kill- 
ed fome, wounded others, and fo frightened the 
refl that they ran away ; upon which the Spaniards 
marched 10 the town where the natives rcfided, 
which they facked, and carried off a large booty of 
goal-lkint, tallow, and Iheep, and one hundred 
andfeventyof the tnhabitanis, among whom were 

ibofe of Great Biirain : ftich was the ignorance of ihofe 
limes. HQlin't Cefmtpafkj- 

^ ■<"*:■ i<3«aa-" ■ 
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Gvanareme, King oF the Ifiand, and Ttngoafaya^ 
Kis wife: with thefc they returned on board thtrir 
fhips, and failed' back to Spain ; where, in ihofe 
days, their plunder was reckoned to be very valu- 
able. 

Thz next expedition to Lancerola wai from Se- ' 
ville, in the year 1393. This fleet did not attempt- 
le (iibdiie the illand, but relumed Toon after, with, 
feveral captives and& great T)UR>ber of goat-ftins ;- 
by which it appeared that the dcfign of the Spani- 
ards, in thofc espedtttonsj was only to enrkh tbem- 
felves by robbery and plunder. Severa) people 
now, excited by avarice, folicitcd Henry III. King, 
of Ca^ilJe, for a licence to conquer the Canary 
Iflands, as Henry pretended they were his property; 
but on what he founded this dainn^ I believe, is- 
not krmwn. In the year 1369, the contention for 
the crown of Caftilie was ended- by the death oP 
. Don Pedro, who was Aabbed by his baftard-brother- 
Dc»i Henry, who then fucceeded to the crown,. 
A few years before this luppened, feveral noble- 
men, from the province of Normandy in France,, 
came to Callille, to the afliAance of Don Henry^. 
among whom were Benran Claquin, Conflable, 
and Rubin de Bracamonte, Admiral of France.- 
This laft had two nephevss by a lifter who hved iit- 
Normandy^ and was married to the Lord of Betan- 
cour, Grativille, and other places in that country;- 
the eldeft, named John dc Betancour, though at- 
thai lime an old man, had a ftrong defire to travel^ 
and do fomcthing worthy of his anceftors, and 
therefore determined to make a voyage to Spain to 
vifii his uncle the Admiral. With this view he 
went to Rochcl, 3 fea port town, where he was to- 
embark for that country: while he remained there, 
he became acquainted wirh one Gadifer de la Sala^ 
a man of confidcrabte fortune. This perfon, hav- 
ing the fame paflton for feeing foreign countries, 
i,.oi"^lcfooa 
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foon agreed with Jehn dc BetDncaup le go with . 
him in qued of the Fortunate lAandst much talked 
of at that lime in Europe. In order to prafecate 
itieir deCgn, they fold Jbme of their lands, and' 
mortgaged others,, by which they ra'ifed monay fuf- 
ficicnt to equip a fmall fleet, well provided with 
Ikitful mariners,- pitots, and fome people as inter- 
preters, wbo mvfl c«nfe<}iinitly have been in fome 
of the iflands before that Itme. 

This fleet conftfled of three fiiipa, containing 
two hundred perfons, enclulive of the feamcn : a- 
mong that number were many young gentlcflian of 
Normatldy, feveral of whom were relations of 
John de Betaneour. Oh the (ir(\ of May, 1400^ 
tbey fet fail, and proceeded or the voyage, without 
any thing of confequence happening to them, un- 
til they arrived at the iflands. The firft they faw 
was LJiiKerota, which name was then given lo it 
by John de Betancour, probably in honour of fome 
peifon of bis acquaintance. When he landed hts 
men, the natives gathered togeiher in a body to 
defend theinfclves, imagining that thefe Urangcrs 
were come to plunder and carry ihefli ol^ as others 
had done before : but obfervtng the French to be 
well armed, and keeping together^ they were afraid 
toattack them, bui retired into the country, and 
left them at liberty to encamp in a convenient place; 
for the natives had nothing to ofip<»fe them with 
but flicks and llooes, thefe bemg their only wea- 
pons. 

But finding that the French remaihed fome days 
in the fame place, without follawtng or attempting 
to molefl thetO, they began to tatce courage, fo 
that fome of them ventured into the camp, who 
were well treated by John de Beiancour and Gadi- 
fer de la Sala, who allowed them to take whatever 
tbey chofe^ and to come in and go out xrf the camp 
wbcmver^tbey pttafed. This fffod tnatment re- 
*-" moved 
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mevtd lU thcw feita; infotMich that when th« 
French began to build a- fore for their defence Hid: 
accommodation, the. nativea chesrFuil/ afliticd tbcia- 
in bfinging ftones, lime, &c. neceCTary for tbtt 
work. This brt w«* buili at the pori of. Kubi> 
con. 

Thb Ttaij. obediclice and quiet bekaviour of ifi* 
latives gave great faiitfaQion to John de Betancour 
andGadifer de U Sala. They now deiermintd to 
pafa over to (h« next iflatid, which is feparaied from. 
Lancerota only by a channel of two leagues in 
breadth; and, leaving an officer and foiDe men in 
the port of Rubicon, they landed at Valtarrabala^ 
in the ifland of Psertavcntura, then called by tiw 
French Ponuiw, Th« inhabitants, feeing fuch a. 
Dumber of fliange people coming into their iflamt). 
gathered in great numbers to appofe them, bein^ 
men of > more inrlike fpirit than tbofc of Lan> 
ccrota, flrOnger anvt-of a larger fifce;, wiiich the- 
Freoeh perceiving, and cotifidering what a handful, 
of people they had to »ltack fuchji multitude wilh^ 
thought proper to rtirtibark,. and (et fail ; takings 
therefore, a view of fome of the relt of the iflands*. 
ihcy afterwards returned to Lancerota, where thcy^ 
confulied what was next to be done; and coafider- 
ing how few people they had for fuch an undertak-- 
ingas the conqucll of the iflands, it wasdetermuv 
cd that Gadiferdc la Sala Itiouid t«tur« to France*, 
in order to bring over Aipplic» of men, &c. A^ 
cordingly he went i but, vnfonunaiely for the ex- 
pediiiont he died a few days after his arrival in^ 
France. Whcmhis wasknoVn to John d« Betalw 
cour, he found himfdf deprived: of his expeded 
fuccDura, and without money or friends in France; 
which detentiined hlnri to embark for Spain, where 
lie ■rrived« and applied to hia uncle Rubin de Bra- 
oartionlet and other relaiioni there, for affidaitce 
to profecnte his defign : but im cluef patron and it>« 
. . i,.ooj!(rceffi)- 
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terceflbr with the King of CaA^lteVas the Infant 
Don Ferdioando, a^erwards King of Arragon, by 
whofe mc^ns he procured from (he king, Don Hen- 
ry III. a grant of ihe Formnate lllands, with tbe 
tiileof King. Thi* done, he wentio Seville^ and 
equipped a fleet, veil provided with men and ne> 
cefTaries, for the conquell of thefe iOands, the Kiog 
fupptying him with money to defray the charge of 
that armament. This grant of the Canary Iflands- 
to'Jobn de Betancour wai- dated in the year 1403, 

C H A P. IP. 

Qf the Manntri and Cvjisms of tbe ancient InhaHi-- 
tanti ef Laneerota and Fuertaventura. 

THESE two iflands, ai well ai the othcn«. 
were divided into portions, each of which' 
was governed by iii own Lord or Captain, and fe- 
parated from the red by a wall of loo(e (tones, 
crofTing the iflaod from lea to Tea. The inhabi-' 
tant» of thefe quarters held their rcfpedive ehicfa- 
in great cfteem. 

The ancient inhabitants of Lancerota and Fiier- 
raventura were of a humane, focial, and chearful' 
difpofiiion, very fond of fmging and dancing. Their 
mufic.was vocal, accompanied with a noife they 
made by clapping their hands and beating with their - 
feel- They weie very nimble, and look great de- 
light in leaping and jumping, which< were their 
prinaipal divcrfions: two men took a Raff or pole, 
which they held by the ends, and lifiedas high a- 
hove their heads as they could reach, keeping it pa- 
rallel with the ground ; and he who could leap over 
it, was accounted 10 be very dexterous. Some of 
them »'cre foexperiat thiKexercifc, that ihey could 
a! three jumps leap over three poles placed in that 
manner behind each other. . 
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The natives of tbtfe two ifhnds were of a larger 
Gu, and better made than tbofe of the oihers, 
nd fo they are to this da^. There is a fepuldire 
at the fool oia. niQuntain inLanccroca, called the 
Mountain of Thorns, nineteen Englifli feet and 
ten inches in length, where a perfon named Mabaa 
was buried. Duels and combats were frequent o- 
mong them ; to thefe they went armed with fticks 
of B yard and a half long, which they called Tez> 
zezes. With regard to quarrels, they had ihis law 
or cuflom, that if a man entered in by the door of 
bis enemy's boufe, and killed him or did him harm, 
he was not punifhed ; but if he came upon him 
unawares, by leaping OTer the wall, and killed him, 
then the Captain or chief, before whom the caufe 
was examined, ordered him to be put to death. 
The manner of executing criminals was this: \they, 
ctrried the delinquent to the fea-{hore, and thertt 
plued his head upon a flat Hone, and then with a- 
Doiher of a round form they dafhed out his hrtiins ;. 
ill! children were afterwards held as tn/amous. 
They were excellent fwimmers ; and ufed to kill 
the fiftt on their Tea coafls with (licks. Their houfes 
were built of Hone, without cement, lime, or mor- 
tar; noiwithflanding which they were fining: the ' 
tniry was made fo narrow that but one perfon 
could go in a lime. They had atfo houfes of wor- 
fliip and devotion, which they called Efrguen ; 
thefe were round, compofedof two walU, one with- 
in the other, with a fpace between; and were, as- 
well as their dwelling-houfes, built of loofe (tones, 
flcong, and having a narrow entry. In ihefe tem- 
ples they offered to their god (for ihey wor(hipped 
duly one) milkand butter. They facrificed to him 
on ihc mountains, pouring out from earthen velTela,, 
cfficrings of goats milk, and adoring htm at the 
fame time by lifting their bands toward the hea- 
vens. 
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The habit of the natives ofLancerota wk made 
of goat (kins, fcwed together and fa(hioned like a 
doak» with a hood lo it. It reached down to the 
kii«es. The feams of thia habit were cloied in a. 
fery neat manner with thin thongs of leather) 
which were as fine ai common thread. They cut 
and {)reparc'd thofe thongs with iharp flints or fiones,. 
inftead of knives or fciffart, which they called Ti- 
fiagiie. 

Thbir flioej were of goat ftins, the hairy fids' 
outward. 

Tmet were bonnets ihade of goats fkins, bav- 
ing three targe feathers Huck in ihb front ; the 
women wore the fame, with a fillet of Icathtr, 
ijii rtd with the bark of fonre (hrubs. 

The above-menlionied cloak they cafled Tamar- 
Co ; aad the hsod» Gaafil; fhoes they calteid Ma-' 
ho. 

TnxY had long hair, and. wore their beards^ 
plaited. The King of the ifland wore a: diadem or 
crown like a bifhop's miire, made of goats leather, 
and adorned with fea-lheiis. 

When they were fick, which feldom happen- 
ed, ihey cured ihethfelvos with the herbs which 
grew in the country; and when ihey had acute 
pain5, they fcarified the part aiFe3ed with (harp 
(tones, or horned it with fire, and'then anointed it 
with goats batter. 

Mt author fays, thaiinhis time canbcn velTels- 
of this butter were found interred in the ground, 
having been put there formerly by the women, 
who it feems were the makers, atidtook that me- 
thod to preferve it for medicine. When any one- 
died, they buried him in a cave, (tretching out the- 
body, and laying goats flcins under and above it. 

Their food was barley meal roalled, which 

diey called Qoffio ; and goats Belli, boiled and* 

toaAed; alfo butlet and*mtlk. Tfaey cat ihehr- 

^" viauaU 
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vifluals out of veflels rtiade of cliy, and hardened 
by the heat of the fuii. 

Their method of obtaining fire, was by taking 
a flick of dry, hard, thorny wood, which thejr 
cauftd to turn rapidly round on the point, within t 
ibft, dry, fpongy thiflle, and fo fet it on fire : this 
ffltlhod has been ufed there to this day. 

When they fowed their ground with bartdy 
(which was their only grain) they dug or lurtled it 
up with goats horns. They thrcfhed their barley 
with Hicks, and winnowed It with their hands; 
they then ground it in a hand-nnill, made of two 
ftones, being nearly the fame fort of mills now 
ufed' in fome remote parti of Europe. 

The natives of Fucrtavcntura wore clbathed 
viih jackets made of Iheep fkins, the lleeves Ihort 
and retching no farther than their elbows. ThcJF 
wore alfo Ihort breeches, that left the knees bare; 
and (hoit hoCe or flockings, that reached httle high- 
er than the calf of the leg. On their feet they 
wore the fame fort of (hoes as the natives of Lan- 
cerota. They wore high caps on iheir heads, 
made of goat ikms. The hair of iheir heads and 
beards they dreffed after the falhion that prevailed 
among the natives of Lanceroia. 

In the ifland of Fuertaventura, fays my author, 
there lived two women who held a correfpondcnco 
with the devil, the one called Tibiatin, and the o- - 
ther Tamonanie, who were mother and daughter : 
the bufinefs of the one was to fettle and compofc 
differences that might arife among the chiefs of the ' 
ijland, and that of the other to regulate their cere- 
monies. The natives pretend that thefe womeK. 
uied 10 foretel future events. 

When John de Betancour arrived in this co«n-. 

try, the ifland of Fuertaventura was divided inta, 

two kingdoms, one commencing at the Villa and 

Continuing unto Handia, and the other utending 

iram. 
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from the Villa unto Corralcjo, which were fepa- 
rated by a loore dry flonc wait, four leagues in 
length, croffing the bread'h of the ifland from fea 
to fca. There were in thisiQand, at the lime o£ 
the conquell^ four thoufand fighting men. Thofe 
amongil them who were moft famous forihcir vir- 
tue and valour had the appellation of Mahay and 
- Altihay, which were names of great honour. It 
is faid that when John de Betancour and Gadifierde 
la Sala came in quefl of ihefe iflands, the then king 
of Lancerota, who was named Guadarfia, wasde- 
fcended from an European, who had been driven 
by a tempeA on this ifland, and whofe hillory is 
related after this manner: 

When Don John I fon of Henry IL reined 
in Callille, he waa engaged in a war againfl tht 
King of Portugal and ihe Duke of Lancafter, a- 
bout the fucceflion to the crown of CaOille; the 
duke pretending that it was his right, on account 
of his marriage wttb Donn* Conflanzt, eldcit 
daughter of King Peter. 

In the couifa of that war, and about the yean 
1377, King John Tent fome Ihips, commanded by 
one JVlartin Kui?. de Avendano, 10 fcour the coafU- 
of Galiicia, Bifcay, atid England. This fieeC met. . 
with a fevcFe tempcfl, which l^ed many days, in- 
fomuch that the admiral's fhip was obliged to bear 
away and drive befcre the wind,, until, ftie arrived 
in a port at the ifland of Lancerota. 

Her e tbc Spaniards landed, and were kindly re<- 
ceivcd by tbe nativce, who treated them with the 
bed that the iiland afforded' Don Martin Ruiz de- 
Avendano was lodged in the houfe of Qpnzamas, 
the King, while he remained in the ifland. In that 
lime he became fo imimate with Fayna, the King's 
wife, that Ihe hada daughter by him named Yco. 
Her complexion was very fair, in comparifon of 
the niiiv«i :; wJien of age,, (he was married to one 
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of the ro^il family, who becBme King oF the if- 
1>nil after Guanareme and Tinguafa^a were carried 
prifoncrs to Spain, in the fleet commanded by Fer- 
dinand Pcraza, id the year 1385 or 1386. By this 
man Yco had a Ion named Guaderfia. After Gua- 
naremc's death, there waj a great dillention in the 
tflaod about the fucceflion ; the natives inflAitig that 
Guadarfia was incapable of it, becaufe -his mother 
Yco was not noble, being as was fuppofed by her 
colour, the daughter of a flrangcr, and twt of 
Qonzamas the King. To end the ' difpute, the 
council met, and came to a refolutidn, to Ihut up 
Yco wkh three feniale fervants in the boufeof the 
deceafed Qonzamas, Snd there to fmoke them; 
and if (he came out alive, flic was to be declared 
noble, and the genuine offspring of Qgnzamas. Be- 
fore (he went 10 ihe fmoiky trial, an old woman 
idvlfed her to convey fecretly into the room a 
Urge rpunge moidened in water, and when the 
• fmoik fliould begin to be iroublefonie, to put it 
to iier mouifi and nodrils, and breathe in it. 
Yco took her advice, which fuccceded to her 
wifli; for when the door of the room that was 
fffloaked was irpened, the three fervants were found 
ftifled, and Yco altve ; upon which (he was brought 
forth with great marks of honour, and her fon 
Guadar6a was immediately declared King oF Lan- 
cerota. This is the fame whom John de Belancour 
found reigning, on his (kft arrival at that ifland. 

CHAP, HI. 

John de Bfiaticeur'f fecond Expeditian to lie Canary 
Iftandt. 

WHEN John de Beiancour embarked for 
Spam, he left a garrifon in Lancerota, com- 
manded by William dcBetancour: who behaved 
lowards the King and natives in fuch a licentious 
and cruel manner, that they coutd no longer en- 
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(Jure h>P)) but w^re »( Uft, for their own defence, 
obliged to take up arms agajnfl him. They laid 
ap ambiffb, which rucceedcd fo well that they kill- 
ed f«veral oF the French, among whom was this 
William d^ B^tancour ; the reft who Turvived naade 
|h«ir efcape into the fort of Rubicon, where ihcy 
wet^e fo clofely blocked up by the natives, that they 
y/en reduRcd by famine U> the lafl eziremity. In 
this fitqation were the affaiFs of Lancerota when 
John de Betancour arr'tred there; who, as before 
related, had left the court of Catlille and went to 
Cadiz, where he procured fpme vellels, which he 
fittied out with every thing neccfTary for a fecond 
«;fpeditiQn to the Canary Iflands; the fame of this 
trntsment drew to Cadiz many adventurers /rom 
difiiEreDt pans, (o that he foon procured his com- 
plement of men. 

^vtRY thing being ready, the fleet fet fail from 
Seville wi>.h a favourable wind; and, after a quick 
and agreeable palTage, anchored at the port of Ru- 
bicon* where all the troops difembarked. Upon 
(heir Undingi the natives came and made :heir com- 
plaint lo Jflhn de Betancour againlf the garrifon 
which he had left in the "fort, and excufed the vio- 
lence they had committed,, as having been compel- 
led thereto by the tyrannical and cruel ufage re* 
ccived from William de Betancour and his people. 
When John de Betancour had heard boih parties, 
and enquired into the caufe of the difference be- 
tween ihem, he found that the French had been 
the aggrefibrs, and therefore pardoned King Gua- 
darfia, and promifcd to leave him and the natives 
in the full enjoyment of their lands, houfes, cattle, 
and liberty. Uppn this declaration ihe natives laid 
down their arms, and chearfully fubmitled to his 
government. 

Several pric/ts came over in this fleet from 

Seville, in order to convert the iflandeis from pa- 

canifm 
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fjut'ifm to tbfe fiith of tfae church of Roin«: tjbey 
Kfc greatly Tcfpfdxd by the natives, muiy of 
whom rb«y converted, and baptized in (h« church 
which wa« then biiUi at Rubicon, ntmcd the In- 
Ncation of St. Mardal. The firll among the na- 
lives who received baptifm, v«s King GuftdarHai 
who was chrifteocd by the fWDO of Luis. John 
deBciancour allowed hifp ^r his fuMlflenicc the 
iwure and lands of the deceafsd QgnzAmas, A 
Ihort time afiter, all the oiitiKs were baptized* 
' Joho de ^eiancour npH/ made a partiffpn of the 
iuds ai^ng ibe French a«d Spanifh adventurers 
that qame oyer wifh hiqa *■ The church called St. 
Mvc^l of Rubiqon, was the firA that vtaa boill in 
the Cafisry IflandE : my author fays (though with- ' 
out authority) that St. Marcial was the firA who 
preached the Holy Gofpcl in France, and was him- 
fdf the (ir^ BiQipp of the city of Limoges in that 
lunidom. His parents were Marcelo abd Eliza-^ 
heth, noble Jews, of the number of ihofc who fol- 
lowed Jefus Chrift and mtmflred unto him : ihejr 
were baptized by thc.apoftie St. Peter. 

Tbis St. Marcial, according to ahe Legend^ 
" Leaving his parents, cleaved to Jefgs Uirift, 
" and followed him wherever he went : he was wie 
" of tjnofe who ferved him when he eat the PatT- 
" over with his difciptes; fnd, when our Lord 
" wnlhed their feet, he was the peifon who pour- 
" ed the water into ihe bafon. He received ihc 
" Holy Ghoft at the fame time with ihe difciplcs; 
" and acconipajiied St. Peter to Ancioch, yheiv he 
" converted many; he afterwards went with that 
" apoflle to Rome, where our Lord Jefus Chrift 

' Thefe lands mud have been fuch as were not then 
cultivated by the natives, at John de fietancour had pto- 
niled not to deprive tbem of itieir lands. It would feein 
liat (he natives chiefly fubrilled on (heir flocks 

I ,„„;,',,w- 
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** appeared to St. Peter, >nd comnunded him to 
" fend St. Marckl lo France, lo preach the holy 
" Gofpel there. Accordingly he departed, though 
" full of forrow to leave hia dear mailer the «- 
" poAte. His companion, who went with him on 
" 4iis miffion, died by the way, which obliged him 
" to return to Rome, when> St. Peter again order- 
*' ed him to go on hU midion, and gave him his 
" ftaff, which he direfied him to lay od the body 
" of his companion, and at the fame lime to invctke 
*' the name of Jefus Chrift: all this St. Marcial 
" perFormed, and as foon as rhe (lafF was laid on 
" the dead body of his companion, he caitie to life^ 
" and proceeded on the journey with him to France 
** where St. Marcial converted many hyhis mira- 
•* -d« and preaching," The French holding this 
faint in great reverence, John de Beiancour there- 
fore dedicated the church which he built at Rubi- 
con, iu Lancerota, ro htm, and called it after h'n 
name. The Bilhops of rhe Canary Iflands were 
(tiled Bilhops of Rubicon, unril ihe iflandof Gran 
Canaria was conquered. TJie firft Bifhop was one 
Albert, a Francifcan Friar, who came over to Ru- 
bicon in 1408 : afterwards, in 14.88, the epifcopal 
fee was removed to the city of Patmas, in Canaria, 
where it now remains. The firll Bilhoj) of that 
place was one Don Juande Ff ias, 

-CHAP. IV. 

Contartit an jfcnunt 0/ the ExpeditioH to Fuertaven- 
tura. 

EVERY thing being now fettled on a proper 
footing in Lancerota, John de Betancour 
thought it high time Eo fet about the conquell of 
fortuite, aS'the French then called the ifland of 
Fuer- 
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Fuertaveniura*. He imagined it would not be eafy 
to fabdue it, as the inhabitants were fo numerous 
and valiant; he ttiercrore collefied together >ll his 
forces, conliAing of French and Spaniards, bcfidet 
many of the natives of Lanccrola, whom he arm- 
ed arte r (he European nnanner'; his new recruits 
Jerved ium with chearfulnefs and fidelity} for iht 
iflanders found in him u fathrr rather than a con- 
queror. So embarking bis troops. on board five 
fliips, he Tet fail, and arrived at Fuertaventtira in 
the month of June, 1405, and landed his people 
in a bay called Vallarrahal, by reafon of the great 
number of Tarraha! f, buflies, which grew there. 
At Ifiat time the two Kings of the ifland, Ajofe 
and Cuife, were at variance wjih each other, on 
account of the pafturage. He who commanded in 
that part of the ifland where John de Betancour 
landed, immediately on his arrival gathered all ihe 
(oTces of his diftriS together, and advanced boldly 
to give him battle; but the Europeans found means 
to come to a parley with them, and by the advice of 

* My author does not inform us by what names the 
nitivei of Lancelots and Fuertaveniuia called their 
jOindsi but he fays that the itihabrtjnts were by the 
Spaniards called Mahoreros, from ibeir weanW Mahos, 
1 kind of fhoes before-mentioned; and he adds, that 
forac will have (be proper name of the illands (for he er- 
ron'eouflj fuppofea ihefe two to have been formerly but 
one) to be Maho. 

The Fiench called Fuertaventura, Fortuite, as above; 
but we sie not informed of the resfon why they gave it 
that name. In forae old records, preferved on the iDand, 
it is called Herbaria, from its abounding with various 
beibs; and alfo Buenaventura, from a convent built la 
ii by Diego de Herrcra, and dedicated 10 St. Buenaven- 
luia. At prefent ibeiHand is called Fueilavenlura, buE 
how it came by tbai name we know not. 

f See the Defcription of the Canary Iflonds. 

Vol. I. C the 



x6 THEHISTORYOF 

the two women, Titnano and Tunonante before- 
laentiooed, rbey were prevailed on lo fay down 
their arms, and Ajofe coming up to John dc jB$- 
tancour, this latter embraced him, and treated him 
with every mark of friendship. By this behaviotir 
he woo bis confidence, and at length prevailed on 
iMin to embrace the Romilh religion; he was then 
baptized by the name of Luis, Gaire, the King 
. «F the other part of the ifland, feeing the good 
treatment which John de Betanconr gave to thofe 
who fubmitled to him, with his frank and coarte- 
ous behaviour to all the iwlives, and that he de- 
Ared only to make converts to the Romilh faith, 
Jubmittcd to him alfo, having faeen advifed to do fo 
by Tibiaiin and Tamonantc. Being moreover af- 
furcd by John de Betancour, that if he would em- 
brace the Romilh faith he fhould remain in the (ul) 
enjoyment of his liberty, and in the peaceable p6(- 
fefiion of his lands and tWeSts, he received baptiAn 
by (he name of Alonzo. The examples of the 
two Kings of Fueriaventura had fuch an effed on 
the natives, that they all came in and fubmitted to 
the Europeans, and were foon after baptized. 

It is a tradition among the inhabitants of Fuer- 
tavcntnra, that the natives believed Tibiaiin and 
Tamonante to have been fet^i from heaven toin- 
ilfu3them, to foretd future events, and to caufe 
them to live in peace and unanimity with each o- 
thcr. They fay that thefe women prophefied to 
them of the coming of flrange people from the 
iea, who were to inftruS them how to live : and 
alfo that immediately after the arrival of the Euro* 
peans a beautiful woman often appeared to the na- 
tives in the time of their diftrefs and necellities, 
miniftred comfort to them, perfuaded them to be 
baptized, and embr»ce the Romilh faith. 

It was by the alTiftance of thofe women that the 

Europeans made fo eafy a conqueft of that large 

, , ^ , , and 
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and populous iHand ; of which when John de Be- 
Uncour had thus laken poflefTton, he buiii two forts 
for the fecurity ot his Europeans, the one at Val- 
tarrahala, where he fiift landed, and which he 
called the caflle of Valiarrahala, and another which 
he named Richiorche ; boib of which he garnroo- 
ed with his own people. 

By the intreatyot' theCanillianSf and ronie of 
Ills Teamen who had been in fiatbary, John de Be- 
tancour was prevailed on to make a voyage thither, 
as that coalt is but eighteen leagues diftant From 
therontViealt part of Fuertaveniura, And being 
provided with fufficient Shipping, Sec. fit for fucn 
anexpediiion, he accordingly crofted over to that 
(hore, and landed at a place called Medanos *, 
where he took prifoners feveral Moors of both 
fcxes, old and young, 10 the number of feventy, 
without the tufs of a man On his own fide ; the na> 
Uics of that part of Airica living at that time in a 
csrelefs and defencclefs manner, not thinking it 
poffible for any one to come from the Tea to diOurb 
or moleft them. Betancour and his men brought 
their booty fafe to Lanceroia, and frorp thence 
fent iheir prifoners to Spain, where th^y wcra fold 
for flaves. This w^s the firll expedition made to 
the coail of Barbary from the Canary Iflandi. 

CHAP. V. 

fobn de Bitancour*s Voyage to Gran Canaria. 

AFTER the enterprize on the coall of Bar- 
bary, John de Betancour, being defirous of 
bringing the ifland of Canaria iniofubjeflion tohinif 

* On what pan sf the coaft of Barbaty this ploca 
lies, I am not certain ; but I imagine it lo be Ibmewheis 
la leewaid of la Punta BUnca, and not far iHtaat ttota 

c» ^'"''^'^feited 
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failed thither with two fhips, and anchored at a 
place called Angsnagen, where he landed all the 
forces which he brought with him, and marched 
them up the cotinlry in good order, and with great 
precauion, Ifft ihey (hould be furprifed. This was 
a neceflaiy meal'ure, as appeared arterwards ; for 
the natives, feeing fuch a number of armed men 
x>n their idand, immediately gave the alarm to 
each other, and aflembled in great numbers, head- 
ed by a King or Captain^ named Artemis, and fell 
upon the Europeans with great fury and refolutiont 
annoying them with Aones and darts, which the/ 
threw by hand with amazing dexterity, and with 
fuch velocity as to exceed the motion of thofe 
thrown from flings or bows. Befides thcfc wea- 
pons, they had flicks or poles, whofe ends were 
hardened by fire, and Iharpened, which theyufed 
as fpears. John de Betancour and his men defend- 
ed themfelves with the greatcfl courage j but the 
attack they had tq fuftain was fo rude, and the na- 
tives, with their Captain Artemis, prefled fo furi- 
oiilly on them, that though the Europeans killed a 
great number of them, they were at length oblig- 
jcd to give way, and retreated in good order to the 
fea-fliore ; but the natives gathering on every fide, 
to the number of five ihoufand, purfued our ad- 
venturers fo clofely, that John de Betancour, find- 
ing it in vain lo attempt the conquefl of the place 
with fuch an handful of men againft foch a mulli- 
tudeof well-armed and valiant inhabitants, reim- 
barked with his troops, under favour of the night, 
in the beft manner he could, leaving the field of 
battle to his enemies, who nevertheiefs bought their 
viQory at a dear rate, having their King Artemis, 
frith many others, killed in the engagement. 

From Anganagen the fleet failed for the ifland 
tf Palma ; but not being able to eff'ed a landing, 
it was determined to return to Canaria, to try their 

i-.o fortune . 
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fortune once more againft the (ourageouj natives, 
and retrieve the honour they imagined they had 
loft there: but on their arrival tHi;y found thote 
people aiTcmbled in vail numbers 10 oppofc them, 
which made ihem fail back to Fueriaventura. It 
was OD this expedition that John de Betancoiir gave 
the epithet of Grand (or Great] to the JUaiid of 
Canariat which it retains to this day. 

CHAP. VI. 

yobn dt Belaacour'i Expedition tt the //land of Go- 
mera. 

JO H N dc Betancour remained Come time in 
Fuertaveniura, to refrefti his men, and cure 
them of their wounds, After his unfuccefsfu! at- 
tempt on Canaria, he could not pretend to try his 
fortune again there, for want of more foldiers ; 
but not enduring to remain idle, he determined to 
mafce an attempt on fome oiiier ifland. To liiia 
end he took with him all the men that could be 
rparcd from bis garrifons of Lancerots and Fuerta- 
ventura, and failed to the ifland of Gomera, where 
he landed at the principal port withoui oppofition, 
which furprifed him greatly, and made him appre- 
henfive of an ambufcade ; he therefore marched 
flowly up the country, with the greaiell prerauti- 
on. Soon after he perceived the natives approach- 
ing towards him in a fearlefs manner, without any 
fignof honiliiy, but on ihe contrary with an ap- 
pearance of mirth and joy; however, they came 
armed with dartf, tances, fwords, Ihields, and' 
crofs-bows, which greatjy perplexed him, and 
made him ftili more apprehenfive of danger, till 
they drew very near to him, when fome of them 
accoflcd the Europeans in the Spanifh tongue, 
C 3 which 
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which amazed and agreeably Turprircd them. 3oth 
parties naw began tb converfe together freely and 
in a very friendly mannerj and ihe Europeani 
were moft courieoufly entcrtauicd by ihcm. This 
behaviour of the Gomerans, the fertility ef their 
itland, the goodnefs of the climate, and its excel- 
lent harbour, induced John de Betancour to fpend 
fome time in it, in order to refre(h and drengthen 
his people. During his flay in Gomera the Euro- 
peans and natives lived together in the utmod har- 
mony, infomuch that thefe gave a cordial invitati- 
on to the new-comers to take up tfaeir relideocc *■> 
mongthcm. This invitation was readily accepted 
by John de Betancour, who thereupon made a di- 
vifion of lands among hi$ followers, and detcrmin- 
ed, fincc he had now bid adieu to his native conn- 

, ID fix his refldence for the remainder of hJS 
n the pleafant iQand of Gomera. 

We muft now enquire into ih^ caufa of ihi* 
kind reception which the Europeans met with from 
the natives, and by what means fome of the latter 
fowell underflood and fpoke the Spatiifb language. 

It appears then, that about thirty yqars btfqre 
the arrival of John de Betancour. lome Spantlb 
veffeis came to Gomera, commanded by one Don 
Ferdinando, who landed at a place where iha 
King's brother lived : the natives attacked the Spa- 
niards, but were defeated, and the King's brother 
loft his life in the encounter. After this, DonFer- 
dinando marched in-land; but as Toon as Amalvi- 
ge, the King of the place, heard of the invafion 
of the Illand by Qrangers, and of the death of his 
brother, he gathered the natiyes together, and 
gave battle to the Spaniards, who ware defeated, 
and purfucd into a place which had only one nar- 
row entry, fo that they could not retire but by 
throwing themfelvet over the fteep cliSs that fur- 
rounded 
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roonded them, the iQanders having blocked up the 
padage by which ttjey entered wilh felled trees, 
and guarded it fo dofely, that the Spaniards wcr« 
cpiDpelted to remain there two d»yE without meat 
or drink. At lad Don Ferdinando found means to 
come to a parley with Amaivige, in which he (o 
eficdually wrought upon that Prince's companion- 
ate difpofilion, that he ordered tlie pafTage to be 
cleared, and conduced the (Irangers to his reli- 
dencc, where he entertained them with great hof- 
pitality, giving thetn proviCons and whatever clfie 
he could afford ; in fhort, he treated them as if no 
drfpuie had ever rubfllled. When Don Ferdinat^ 
do returned to his tfaips, which he bad left in the 
harbour, he made fcveral prefents to Amaivige, 
confifting of fwords, fliields, and other warlike ac- 
coatrcments, which were held in great elteem by 
the natives : he then took leave of his hcnefador 
and failed away. It is fiiid, that before he depart- 
ed, Amaivige was convened, and baptized wiih 
nany of his people; that he was named Ferdi- 
nando Amaivige; and thiit when the Spaniards 
were going away, the King begged of their com- 
mander that he woold leave fome perfbn to inllrud 
them in their new doSrine, t^n which he left a 
pried, and promifed to return focn himfelF. The 
prieft did not long furvive the departure of Don 
Ferdinando; however, by his good behaviour, in 
that fliori fpace of time he greatly won the affe^tt- 
ons of the natives, and baptized many of them. 
They fay it was owing to him that John de Betan- 
CDur was fo well received \a Gomera, having filled 
their minds with the mofl favourable impreflions 
of the Spaniards. Who this Don Ferdinando was, 
cannot certainly be determined : there are two o- 
pinions concerning him; the one is, that he was 
one Don Ferdinando Ormel, a native of Corunna, 
in Gallicia, who, with feveral of his countrymen, 

C4 ^,„.,„„ irft 
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left ihe fervice of ihc King of Caftillc to enter itr- 
lo that of the King of Portugal. About ihe year 
1382, he went with a fleet 10 fcour the coafts of 
-Spain, fubjea to Don Juan 1. then King of Caf- 
tille, and was driven by a temped, with fame of 
his fliips, to iheifland of Gomera; this Don Fcr- 
dinando was father of Don Joan Ferdinando Or- 
mel who was killed by King John I. of Portugal, 
in the houfe of the Queen Donna Leonora. The 
other opinion is, that he was one Don Feidinando 
ae Caflro, who was in the fervice of King Ferdi- 
nando of Caftille, and much beloved by him. Af- 
ter that King's death he went to refide in England, 
and could never more be prevailed on to return to 
his native country; but we are not told how he left 
England, or what accident biought htm to Gomera. 

CHAP. VII. 

Of ihe Mannert and Cufiims of the ancient Gcme- 
. rant, 

WH Y this ifland was called Gomera 19 not 
known, though it undoubtedly bore that 
name before the arrival of John de Betancour, 
which it ftill retain'. The natives wcreof a lively 
difpofition, of a middle ftature of body, very aSive 
and dexterous in attacking and defending, and ex- 
cellent {lingers of Hones and darts, to which exer- 
ciTe ihey were trained from their infancy, it being 
the common amufement with the young people to 
caftfmall ilonea and darts at one another, to avoid 
which ihey feldom moved their feet, but only wav- 
ed their bodies to and fro; and fo expert were they 
at this fport, that they ufed to catch in iheir hands 
the l^ones and the arrows as they flew in the air. 
As they grew up to manhood^ they threw ihcm out 
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of flings; in their combats they ufed the fame 
weapons as the natives of the other iflands, flicks 
or poles of hard wood, with the ends Iharpened. 
They have had feveral men renowned for valour a- 
mongilihem, whofe fame flillesifls iniheirfongs; 
the moCl celebrated of whom were Aguacoromas, 
Aguanabuque, Amanfaui, and Gralegueya, who 
fetl in their wars ; of thcfe the latter held ihe firft 
place. An incredible (lory is related of him, which 
IS, that he and fome of the natives having fwam 
from the ifland to a rock at fome diflance from the 
bore to gather (hell-fHh, and the tide beginning to 
come in, they wanted to return to land, but were 
prevented by a large fhoal of porpoifes or Iharks, 
which played about rhe rock, and deterred them 
from venturing into the water, eicepting Grate- 
gueya, who {being a man of great fize and un- 
common flrength of body] not in the leafl daunt- 
cd, plunged into the fear feized otie of thofe large 
6(b, grafpedit clofe in his arms, and dived with it 
to the bottom of the water; while the porpoife 
Artiggling hard to get clear of his hold, Ufhed ihe 
fea with his tail in fuch a violent manner, that the 
reft of (he porpoifes were frightened away, fo that 
Iiii companions came afhore without fear : whea 
Gralegueya faw them fafe, he let the (ifh go, and 
came alhore himfelt unhurt 

The cloihing of ihe Gomeranswas a fort of 
cloak, made of goat Ikins, which reached down 
to the calf- of the leg; but the women wore a 
petticoat, which they called Tahuyan, and a head- 
drefs that hung down to their (houlders, which, 23- 
well as the petticoat, was made of goat-fkins, dyed 
and curioufly painted. The red dye they exrraaed 
from the root of a tree which they called Tagiir- 
afte; and the blue dye from- an herb which they 
called Haftil: alt between the head-drefs and the 
petticoat was left bare. When tfie men had any 
C < quarr«L 
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quarrel which wm to be decided by combat^ tlwf 
laid afide thetr doalu, Ited a kind of bandage about 
their waids, and bound their ferehciids with a Ton 
of painted turban. The fboes worn by the Gome- 
ram were made of hog Ikini, 

When John de BeUncopr caiRe to Gqmefa, he 
found tt divided inig four p^rtt, upon the death of 
King Antalvigc ; each (Jivifion wai governed by a 
Chief or Captain, whole names were Fernando de 
Avetbequeye, Fernando A)guavarquc, Pedro Hal- 
tragal, and Mafeque Cunche; which is a fi^nher 
corroboration of the ftory of the fbipi that came 
to Gomera under the command of Pon Fierdinaii- 
do be'ore-mentiontd, Thof? chiefB had frequent 
quarrels among themfelves concerning the limits 
of their refpeSive diflri3i, which were named 
Mulaqua, Agano, Paliui, and Orone. 

CHAP. VJII. 

yibn de Belanctur^s Viytlgt h the TJUnd ef Hirrrvi 
and of the Mannen and Cuflcms of the Inhabi- 
tants. 

JO HN dc Beiancour, after fettling affairs in 
Gomcra, failed to the iilsnd of Hierro or Fer- 
ro, andanctiored in the haibour [lelunging to that 
ifland. When the naiires perceived the fhi'ps ap- 
proaching with their whitp falls, they rerjiember- 
ed the prophecy of a man who had formerly lived 
among them, named Yore, and who was reckon- 
cd a footfafayer or diviner; this man, wher; on his 
deaih-bed, called the nxives together, and told 
them that after his .death, when his fltfti (h«uld be' 
confumed and jiis bones moutilered to dull, iheir 
god Kraoranzan would come to them in white 
houfes on the water ; and advlfed them not to re- 
tifl or fly from bim> but to adore hitn, becaufe he 
was 
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was to come to da ihenn good. " The nitivn, who 
pUced great faiil) in hU predclions, buried him in 
a plice apart from inc red of tlitir dead, that hi> 
bones mighi afterwardi be ditlingiiifhed Troni rhetrt. 
tioTt rceirjg ihe ihips approach with iheir while* 
fails fwell[ng on the furfacc of the waves, they 
firmly believed the prophecy wai fulfilled, and 
went to ihe cave where Yore was buried, lad (here 
found his bones crumbled to dull; upon nhich 
they ran joyfully to the (hore to receive their god 
Eraoranzan. 

When John de Betancour anchored in the port, 
he took great care in landing his men, (ai f»r of 
being overpowered by the iHanders, who were 
aowding to the wsier-flde; but finding that they 
were unarmed, and (liewed no figns of hoOility, 
be approached them, and was received with every 
demontlratioD of joy aad friendfliip; the natives 
conduSed the European! 10 their houfes, and treat- 
ed them wiib the bell of -every ihing ihey had- 
John de Betancour having thus got footing in Hi- 
erro, gave thanks to God for his fuccefs, and that 
no blood had been fpilt on the occaHon. He llaid 
ihere Tome days to refrcfli his people, and then 
returned to Fucrtaventura, after leaving in Hierro 
a mixed garrifon, compofed of Bifcayners, French, 
and Flemings, under the command of qn^'Lazaio, 
a Bifca^ner, to whom he gave a drift charge to be- 
have to the natives with indulgence, and 10 ^fe all 
pofliblc means to inllrud them in ihe faiili and 
do3rine of the Church ot Rome. 

The name of this ifland, before the arrival of 
John de fietancour, was Efero, which figm6es, 
in the language of its ancient inhabitants, Strong: 
when the Spaniards (hewed them iron, iheyfoupd 
it exceeding every thing in (Irength, therefore they 
called it Efero; and-^ftcrw^rdt* when t(ie^ began 
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to fpeak the CafliUtan Language, they called iron 
tndifierently by the name of Efcro, or Hierro, 
which lail is the Spanilh word Tor that metal ; fo 
that they at h(i iranflated the real name of the 
liland Efero into the Spanilh one Hierro, which it 
retains to this day. But the Portuguefe and fome 
ethers, following their own dtalefi, call it Ferro: 
snd fome will have it, that the natives calledit Fer ; 
though there is no proof far this alTertion. 

The natives of Hiei ro were of a middle ffature, 
ind of a melancholy turn of mind, for all their 
fongs were on grave fubje^s, and fet toftowplajnr 
live tunes, to which they danced in a ring, joining 
hands together, and now and then jumping up in 
pairs fo equally that they Teemed to be united : this 
manner of dancing is flill ufed in Hierro. They 
dwelt in large circular enclofures, the walls of 
which were of dry flone, without cement, each 
inclofure having one narrow entry; on the infidb 
tbey placed poles or fparrs againft the wall, in ftich 
a manner that one end reC^ed on the top of the wally 
and the other on the ground, at a confiderable dif- 
tance from the bottom of it ; thefe they covered; 
with braiKhes of trees, fern, &c. Each of thefe 
inclofures contained about twenty families. A par- 
eel of fern, upon which they fpread goat (kinf, 
was their bed ; and for bed-cloaths or coverings 
they ufed goat-ikins drefled, to keep them warm, 
the ifland being very mountainous, and conlequent- 
lyexpofed to the wind and' cold. 

When any of their women brought forth chil- 
dren, before ihey offered them the bread they gave 
them fern-roots poafted, bruifed, and mixed with 
butter, which they called Aguamanea; but now ■ 
ihey give them inftead of it flour and barley-meal, 
foafted and mixtd wiiK bruifed cheefe, which they 
«all laf the famename. Their food was the fleih. 
ef, 
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of goals, fliKp, and hogs ; they had alfo fome 
roots of that kind which the Spaniards call Batatas. 
Aa for wheat, barley, or olher grain, they had 
noae. Their bread was made of lern-roots, and 
called Aran; ihi^ with milk and butter, made 
the chief pari of their diet; the former they call- 
ed Achemen, and the latter Acul^n. Their coin> 
moD drink was water, which they called Ahemor. 

Their cloaths were made of the (kins of 
beads; the drefs worn by the men was a cloak 
made of thtee (heep fkins fewed together: in win- 
ter they wore the woolly fide next their bodies, 
and in fummec ihey turned it outwards. The 
women, beddes the cloak, wore a petticoat, which 
reached down to the middle of their legs. In 
fewing thefe fkins they ufed [hongs, cut as fine at 
threads ; for needles they ufed fmatl bones (harpen- 
ed. They wore nothing on their heads, and their 
long hair was made up into a number of fmall 
p\aits. Their fliocs were made of the raw ftins 
of goats or flieep, but fbrae were made of thofe of 
hogs. 

As to their form of government, they lived all 
under one King, confequenily never had occalioa 
to go to war, nor had they any warlike weapon : 
they ufed indeed to carry long poles ; but thefe 
were only to aiTift them in travelhng the country^ 
which is very rocky, fo as frequently to oblige 
them to leap from one (lone to another, which they 
did by the help of thefe poles. Elach man had but 
one wife; they had no rules in their marriages 
(except that a man fhould not marry his mother or 
filler) for every man married the woman he liked 
beft, and whofe confent he could obtain, without 
any regard to rank or nobiliiy: indeed they were 
all, except the king, upon an equality in that re- 
fped; the only dil^indion among then^was in 
tbdi fubfUnce, which confifted in flocks. It was 
, ,^ ,, cuf- 
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cuSoinarj for the man, when he chofe a wife, to 
make a prcfent of cattle lo her father according to 
his ability, as an acknowlegement For his good- 
will ia letting him have his daughter. The King 
received no ftipulated tribute from his fubje^s ; 
but every one made him a prefent of Iheep, &c. 
according to his wealth or pleafurc, for they were 
not obliged to give him any thing. When they 
made a feaA, which ihey called Guatatiboa, they 
killed one or two very fat lambs, according to (he 
number of the guefls, and roaHed them whole ; 
thefe they placed on the ground. Cuing in a circle 
round ihem, and never rofc till they had eaten the 
whole : thefe kind of feafts arc dill kept up among 
their defcendants. When any one fell fick, they 
rubbed the patient's body all over with fheep'smar- 
row and butter, covering him well up to keep him 
varm and promote a peifpiration: but if a man 
liappened to be cut or wounded, ihey burned th« 
part aSe^ted, and then anointed it with butter. 

They interred their dead In caves; ahd if the 
deceafed was wealthy, they buried him in hiscloaths 
and put a board at his teet, with the pole which 
heufed to travel with at his fide, and then clofed 
the cave's mouth with flones, lo prevent the ra- 
vens from devouring him. TheylnfliQed no punifh- 
ments but for the crimes of murder and theft : the 
murderer was put to death in the fame manner as 
he had killed the deceafed. As to thepunilbment 
for theft, for the firfl offence they put out one of 
the eyes, and for the fecond the other; this they.- 
did that he might not fee to Ileal any mbre. There 
was a particular perfon fet apart to perform the 
office of executioner on ihefe .occahone. They 
adored two deities, one of ihem male, and the o- 
ther female: the male was named £raoranzan, 
who was worlhipped by the men; the other Mo- 
neybag who w»t wOTfliipped by the women. They 
bad 
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had no image* or reprefcntations of thcfc deities, 
nor did they facrifice lo tbcm, but only prayed to 
them in their neceflities, which was when they 
wanted rain to make the y^h grow for the (w- 
iiflencc of their cattle. The natives Feigned, that 
when their gods were inclined to do them goody 
they came to the ifland and poAed themfelvei on 
two great ftones or rocks, which are in a place 
they called Vcniayca, but is now named los Antil- 
los de los Anttguos ; there they received the petiti- 
ons of the people, and afterwards returned into 
heaven. In the winter feafon, when, by a long 
continuance of dry weather, they were reduced to 
great neceflity, and found their prayers were not 
anftvered, they aflembled together in Ventayca 
with their cattle, and there held a faft for three 
days and. as many nights, weeping and lamenting, 
their floclu atfo making a noife for want of food; 
if all this did not produce rain, they fent a man, 
vho was eileemed by them as a faint, to a cave 
Cfilied Aiccheita, where he invoked the gods to fend 
a mediator j upon which, as they fald, an animal 
like a pig appeared to him, called Aranjatbo (which 
in their language lignifies Mediator) ; the faint put 
the animal under his cloak, and carried it to the 
natives aflem^led at Ventayca : then they walked 
HI proiceflion, with their flbpks, round the twofore- 
paentioned rocks, lamenting and wailing as they 
^ent. My author fays, thai immediately on this 
it rained^ and accounts for it in this manner, that 
the animal which appeared to them was the devil, 
who from his great knowledge and Ikill in nature, 
caufed rain to fall. This he did to blind the na- 
tives and attach them to hi; worHiip, After it had 
rained liiSciently, they let the animal go, which 
returned to the cave in the prefence of all the peo- 
ple. When the Hierrians were firft converted to 
the Roffiilli nligton, the; invoked Jef^s Chrill and 
the 
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the Virgin Mary by ihc names of Eraoranzan and 
MoneybS' The natives of this ifland were Tup- 
plied with water in a ftrange and extraordinary 
manner, as (hall be particularly related in the dc- 
fcripiion of the Canary IQands. 

c H A P. rx. 

What bappentd at B'lerro after Jnbn de Betanceur 
vitnt to Puerla-oenlura ; and of bit Attempt ok 
Canaria. 

NOTWITHSTANDING thc-good advice thar 
was given to Lazaro> the officer Icit to com- 
mand in Hierro, he 3>&tA in a quite differeni man- 
ner } for he and bis foldicrs behaved mofl infolent- 
ly to the natives, ufing indecent freedoms with 
their wives and daughters, and even taking them a- 
way by force, which caufed the moll condderable 
villages in the ifland to revolt : upon which Lazaro 
went to the principal of them, to treat with, and 
bring them again into fubjedion; but a young man, 
one of the naiives, who probably had been injured 
by him, leaped upon him, and ftabbcd him in fe- 
vcral places with a knife till he died; and this fo 
fuddcniy, that his foldiers bad not tilne to affifl 
him. When this affair was known to John de Be- 
tancour, he fent another governor to thi iltand, 
with power to enquire into the caufe of the revolt, 
and to punifb the offenders. When he arrived 
there, he found that the revolt had beenowing en- 
tirely to the licentious behaviour of Lazaro and hia 
men, and ihat the naiives were in no wife culpableV 
upon which he beheaded two of the officers, and 
har^ged three of the common men, who were 
the moft aflive in the diHutbance. The natives 
feeing bow flriQIy jufticc was adminiftered under 
the dire£lion of John de. Betancour, willingly re- 
tutnedi 
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turned ro their fubjeSion to the Europeans : and it 
K certain that Tuch an example of impartiality and 
judice was more likely to preferve a conquell, than 
keeping the conquered under awe by ao undue ex- 
ertion of force or fevcrily. 

The four iOands, Lanccrola, Fuertavcniura, 
Gomera, and Hierro, being now conquered, the 
natives convened, and order eflabhflied among 
them, John de Betancour, after taking fome re- 
pofe, began to think ferioofly of retrieving his ho^ 
nour, which he imagined had been fuUied by the 
nnfuccefsful attack on Canaria ; and to avenge him- 
felf on the natives for the lofs of (o many brave 
foMiers as had-fallen in that expedilion. 

AccSRDiNGLY, in November, 1406, he mus- 
tered all his forces, embarked with them, and 
faited for Canaria. But fearing his fhips might be 
defcried by the natives oF that iHand, he avoi{}ed 
approaching the coad till evening; when, under 
favour of the night, he anchored in the port of 
Gjindo, and that he might not alarm the Canari- 
ans, difembarked his men lilently, placed fome 
parties in ambulh, and prepared for an attack by 
day-break. However, the Canarians having, lince 
the firft invafioa of their ifland, kept a confUnt 
look-out for the approach of an enemy (and fhipi 
may be feen from the tops of the high mountains 
of Canaria at a great didance), he found his fchemes 
all frudraicd; for, the evening before, the natives 
had difcovered his Reet, and were prepared lo give 
thofe didurbers of their repofe a warm reception : 
accordingly, when the Europeans difembarked iit' 
the night, they watched all their motions, unper- 
ceived by them ; and after having formed counter- 
ambufcades, they gave a great fliout, as a Cgnal 
for the attack, and fell fuddenly upon Betancour 
and his men with fuch impetuofiiy, that they were 
put to the rout, great numbers being killed and 
c, I wounded. 
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wounded. Had it not been for John de Betaa- 
cout's remarkable prefence of mind in rallying his 
men for a retreat, joined wiili the courage and 
difcipline of his troops, not one of ihofe ihai had 
landed could haveefcaped; and, aTter all, it wu 
with the greateft difficulty they regained their 
ihii^s. This repulfe obliged Jolin de Betancour, 
againfl his will, to return liack wlih bis troops to 
his illands of Lancerota and FuerCaventura, wliere 
he remained fomc lime, inconfolable for his bad 
fuccefi, nolwithflanding all the people could do to 
divert his grief, fo much was he vexed with this 
dirappoimment. But lime, which conquers every 
thing, got the better of his uneafiners, and at 
length totally dllTipated it, fo that he began to con- 
trive bow to repair his bad fortune. After anxi- 
oufly revolving many fchemei in his mind for that 
end, he determined upon one, which was that of 
going again to Spain, to follicit adiflance from the 
King of Caflille, Don Henry III, by whofe aid he 
had been enabled to conquer the iflands of Fucrta- 
ventura, Gomera, and Hierro ; and was the more 
cocouraged to hope for fuccefs from the many coo- 
ne^ioDs ind reUiiona which he had at the court of 
Caflille. He then lent for the chiefs of th« four 
iflands, natives as well as Europeans, to wbotn 
be opened his mindal targe, conterning his intended 
irayage to Spain, and his proje^ of fubduing the o- 
tber three iflands, efpecially Canaria, where they 
had been hitherto fo grievoufly baffled; telling them, 
at the fame lime, that he hoped fliorily to leturn 
with large fupplies of men, money, fhipping, and 
other necefTaries: moreover he promifed to go to 
Rome, to requeft of the Pope to fend over a Bi> 
fhop to lake care of iheir fouls. He, above all 
things, recommended lo them to live in amity and 
concord during hit abfence } and gave them fome 
neccflary 
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neceffary in(lru£tions in reluion to the preferviog 
peace with the natives; acquainting them at the 
Time time that he intended to malic his nephew, 
Mafon de Betancour, Governor of the iQands is 
his abfence, of whofe prudence and good-will to- 
wai'ds them all he was well alTured ; and that he 
would proled and befriend every one 10 the lit- 
niofl of his power, He then proceeded to make » 
panition of lands, refervlng to himfelf the fifth 
pan of the produce of the four illands; but de- 
clared to the Europeans who had afliAed him in 
conquering them, (hat he wouU deprive them of 
so part of their prefcnt poflellions till after the ex- 
piration of nine years. This exemption he intenil- 
ed as « reward for theii fidelity and the hardlhip* 
wbich they hsd endured in his fervice. As to Mik- 
Ton de Betancour, he made over to him the third 
part of his 6fth of the pnducs of the idands, 
ud declared him fqle inheritor of the whole after 
Iiis death. He gave him orders to build two 
cAurches, one in Lancerota, in the va'lcy and vil- 
lage of Teguis, which is named St. Mary de Be* 
tapcour ; and the other 19 Fuerlaventura, called 
the church oif Si. Mary, fro^ which the valt^ 
and village fo called, take their names. 

Thl government of the conquered iflaiuls be- 
ing thus lettled, John de Betancour gathered all 
the orchilla *, gout fltins, tallow, and flaves which 
he could procure, embarked them in three Qiip** 
and fet fail, leaving another fhip in LanccroU to 
load with orchilla, which he ordered his nephew to 
iend to Italy He arrived fafe at the port of St. 
Lucar de Baremeda, where he was received by tb« 

* This is a weed which grows on the rocks by the 

fei-lboie of the Canary Idiadi, and other placet in tht 

(kme climaie, which will be defaibcd in iti proper place. 

Count 
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Count <Jc Niebla, Don Henry tie Guzman, father 
of the firft Duke of Medina Sidonia, with whoirt 
he flaid a fliort lime lo refrefti hinifeif after the 
fatigue of his voyage, and then went to the court 
of Caftilie, where he was gracioufly received by 
Qjieen Caiherine, widow of Henry 111. and the 
Infant Don Ferdinando, then guardians ,to ihe 
young Prince Don John. They were greatly 
pleafed to hear from his own mouth an account uf 
Ihe Canary [{lands, wt[h his adventures there. 
They promifed him their afliftance in redu«ing 
ihofe which remained unconquered, made him 
many valuable prefenCs, and furnished him with an 
equipage and every thing neceflkry for his journey 
to Rome at their own eipcnce. After remaining 
feme time in that cily, where he faw every thing 
remarkable, h« went to Avignon to wait on Pope 
Benedid XIII. who, at his requeft, appointed a 
Bifhop for the Canary Iflands, with the title of 
Bilhop of Rubicon: this was one Albert, a Fran- 
cifcan Friar, and native of Seville in Spain, bro- 
ther to Guillen Feraza, of whom we Ihall havo 
occation to make mention hereafter. From Avig- 
non our adrenturer went to his own houfe of 8c-^ 
tancour, in Normandy, to vifit his relations, and 
to fettle fome differences with his brother Reynald 
de Be tancour, concerning his lands in that country; 
from ihence he went to Granville, where he felt 
lick and died, in the year 1403, aged feveniyyears, 
eight of which he had employed in ihe conquell of 
the Fortunate IHands. His body was interred in 
the great chapel of Granville; and having no chil- 
dren, his poflellions in Normandy fell to his bro- 
ther Reynald, otherwife MorUt dc Bclancour. 
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CHAP. X. 



Ptdrs Barba de Campos goet to tbt Canary IJtandr. 

AFTER John de Betancour's departure for 
Europe, Mafoti de Beiancour governed the 
illindt for fotnc time with the approbation of the 
nitives, who obeyed him in every rcfpefl, as they , 
had before done his uncle, whofe return with a 
powerful force they daily expeded. But when 
Mafon de Becancour beard of his death, he chang- 
ed hisconduS towards the natives (for he now car>- 
fidered himfclf as fole Lord and Commander of 
Iheiflnnds) and began to govern them with more 
tUolute authority than either he or his gncie had 
hitherto done. However, the nativeshaddifcern- 
nient enough to perceive that the great authority 
<rhich he afliimed had but a fhallow foundation, 
inafmuch as they had heard of the death of John 
deBetancour, and that it was uncertain whether 
the'fuccours expeSed from Europe would ar- 
rive; they look courage, therefore, to oppofe him 
in fome of his arbitrary proceedings. This alarm- 
ed Mafon de Betancour, and made him fufpeS the 
niiives of fome bad defign againft him ; in confe- 
quence of which he treated them with Hill greater 
liarlhnefs and feverity, falfly fuppofing that fuch 
tonduQ would be the moll efFe3ual means to keep 
them in obedience. In the mean time he made 
Icveral defcents upon the unconquered iilands, 
merely for the fake of making prifoners, whom he 
fent to Spain to be fold for flaves. In all thefc 
proceedings he was flrongly oppofed by the Biftiop, 
who fent 10 his broiher, at the court of Caftillc, 
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to compUin pf his bad conduS and ill treatment of 
the natives i who performed his commifGDn fo 
welt, that he gav« much difquiet to Mafnn de Be- 
tsncour, and grievoufly harafltd him with heavy 
law-fuits at that court : ai lengih the affair-came to 
the ears of the Infant Don Ferdinando and Queen 
Catherine, who were much diCpleafed to find their 
new fuhjeSs of the Canary lllands had been fo 
tnaltreaied ; and ihetefore empowered the Coant 
of Ntebia, Don Henry de Guzman, Co enquire 
into ihe affair, and redrefs the injured parties, with 
all pofiible diligence. Upon which ihe Count fit- 
ted out five ihips to go to the iflanda witli fuppjiet 
of every kind, and gave the comtnand of ihem M 
Pedro Barba dc Campos, one of liie 'i'wenty-fbur 
«f Seville* 

At ttau time there was at the court of Caftille 
one Hcrnand Peraza« wlio was alfo one of the 
Twentv-four of Seville, and who had fome claim 
to the Canary Iflands. It was his father who landi- 
cd in Lancerota, and carried with him over to 
Spain King Guanareme and Tinguafaya his wife, 
and who obtained a grant ftom the King of Caf- 
tille, Henry Hi. of ilie conquell of the iD^nds in 
J395; in right of which gtant Hernund Peraza 
now put in his daim, but his preienfions met with 
DO favourable reception at court. However, his 
fon-in-taw, Guillen Peraza, then Alcalde Mayor 

* The Tweniy-four of Seville, Corduba, or of any 
oiber great city in Sp4in, are Gendemen who have an 
hereditary privilege of eietciOog the civil or isiher 
^economical goveiDment of ibe piovince or capital to 
which they beloQg, and 3ie generally the reprefentativcs 
of the province. If I mi Hake not, iheir anceflors ob- 
tained this privilege by their gallant behaviour ia taking 
thofe cities rroin tne Moors, and alio on account of the 
great expence tbey were at In laifing and maiiitaining 
troop* for that pvrpafe. 

l,.(HWk' of 
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ef Seville, engaged Pedro Barba de Campos to 
endeavour to purchale the iilanda from Mafon de 
Beiancour; the fame was likewile recommended 
, lo him by the Queen and Count Niebla. With 
dtefe inftriidiona he fet fail from St. Lucar de Ba- 
ramcda, and arrived at Lanceroia ; but was hinder- 
ed from landing by Mafon de Beiancour, who drew 
op all his forces on the fhore to oppofe him. Pe- 
dro Barba then defifted from landing by force, as 
be faw it would occalion much bfoodflied, and 
niber chofe to compromife matters amicably, by 
the intervention of a third perfon. After many 
meflages had paJTed between bim and Mafon dc 
Bctancour, the latter agreed to return to Spain a- 
long with Pedro Barba, in order to clear his con- 
daa there, with refped lo the government of iht 
tflaDds. Accordingly they fet fail, and after a 
(hort pafTage arrived at St. Lucar, where Mafon 
deBetancour waited on the Count of Niebla (to 
whom the Court bad referred the examination of 
bis affair), and was cleared fiom the accufation laid 
to his charge. He was then prevailed on by the 
Count to fell the iflands to hint for a certain fum^ 
referving to himfelf the government of them for 
life. It may be fuppofed that his acquittal from 
the charge laid againll him, was in great meafure 
owing to his acquiefcence with the propofed fait 
This falc was made in the year 141 8, with the 
confent of the King, Don John II. upon the fign- 
mg of which the Count of Niebla fitted out the 
(hips, &c. which he thought necefTary for reducing 
the unconquered ifland^, and Tent them under the 
nimmand of Mafon de Betancour to Lancerota. 
When he arrived there, he made feveral attempts 
lofubdue the red of the iflands, which all proved 
unfoccefsl'ul, and were attended with vaft expence ; 
fo that he began 10 repent his having taken Upon 
him fo painful and unprofitable a charge as the 
i,HHgoT,ern- 
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government of thefe iflands; and v/hu gave htm 
more reafon fo to do, was his being daily on worfe 
terms with the natives and European inhabitants, 
who were fupported in thdr oppofition to him by 
the Bifhop. Thefe difagreeable circuinflances de- 
termined him to leave thoft iflands to go to the 
illand of Madeira ; accordingly he went and fettled 
there, and married his daughter. Donna Maria de 
Betancour, to Luis Gonzales Dacama, Captain- 
general of the ifland. This Lady having no chil- 
dren, hiscoufms, Henry and Jafper de Betancour, 
became heirs to his eAates in Madeira. 

Notwithstanding Mafon de Betancour had 
already fold the Canary Ifiands to the Count of 
Nicbla, he fold them again to the [nfant Don 
Henry of Portugal, who gave him in exchange 
fome lands in the ifland of Madeira. This iranl- 
a^ion was afterwards produfltve of fome conten- 
tion between the Courts of CaAille and Portugal. 

Don Henry de Guzman being now become 
Lord of the Canary Iflands, feni at diiFerent times 
a number of fliips, foldiers, ammunition, &c, to 
reduce ihofe yet unconquered. Ttiefe expeditions 
coft him great Turns of money, for which he re- 
ceived no returns ; and the iflanders defended them- 
lelves with fo much refolution and btavery, that ' 
thcconqueft was in a manner deemed imprjSicable. 
At that time he bad but little leifure toaiiend to the 
affairs of ihe Canary Iflands, being more honour- 
ably employed in war againft the Moors in the 
kingdom of Granada, This induced him to give 
the iflands to Guillen Peraza, at v-hofe requeft he 
had purchafed them of Mafon de Betancour, and 
procured a ratification of this fale from the court ; 
upon which Guillen Peraza went over to Lancer- 
ota, from whence he made a vifii to the other 
iflands, appointing one Antonio Luicado de Fran- 
quis. 
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qois, a Genoefe, Governor of Lancerota, and 
Fuertavcntura : be afierwarda made one Chrifto- 
phcr Tenorio, a Burgher of Seville, Governor of 
the i&aada of Comera and Hierro. Having alfo 
nominated fome other officers, and regulated the 
government of the iftandi, he returned to SeviDe, 
where he died in a fliort time after, and was fuc- 
cceded in his poflefilons by hit nephew, a young 
man, named Guillen Peraza } and one of the 
Twenty-four of Seville; who being ambitious of 
doing fomething worihy of his ancefVon, refolved 
to go to the Canary Iflands to conquer fuch of 
them as were not yet fubdued, and which had 
hitherto been attacked with fo little Tucccfs. Vor 
this end he fitted out three fhips at Seville, in which 
he embarked, with two hundred howmen, for 
Lancerota and Fueriaventura, whtrc he arrived, 
riifed three hundred men more, then failed with all 
hit forces to Gomera, and from thence to the ifland 
of Palma. Here he landed,' in 'he diHt'iGt of one 
Tifuya, who tiad committed the defence of that 
part of the iHand againfl the incurfions of the Eu- 
ropeans to his brother Chenauco ^ who, upon the 
arrival of Guillen Peraza, drew his forces together, 
and was alfo joined by the Chief of anotlier diArid 
called Duiinamara. One Hernand Mariel Peraza 
commanded the European forces under Guillen 
Peraza, and thofe racTed in the iflands were com- 
manded by Juan de Adal, Luis de Cafarias, and 
Matthew Picar. Immediately on difeiniiarkingj 
they marched into the country, which ii exceeding 
high and rocky : the forces from Seville being un- 
accullomed to fuch rough ways, were greatly in- 
commoded and harafled hy the natives, who, be- 
ing very ag^le, Icapeti from rpfk to rock with great 
eale (having hecn iifed to this exeicife from their 
infanc)) and jjalled the Spaniards in ihofe narrow 
pafTei in luch a manner 3^ obliged them to retreat ; 
Vol. I. D too k *»»' 
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bat Guitten Peraza rftllying His men, in OFd«r to 
reputic the oicmy, recmed a blow with a Hone* 
which killed him -on the fpet. This didwartORed 
his troops lb much that th^ fled, and reifabark«^ 
^er having fuffered a conndcrable lofs: ncrerthe- 
lefs, thef earned off the dead bod^ of the Oene- 
r»l, which Martel Pertxa conveyed to Lancerota, 
where it was interred with great tamemation, and 
the folloftfing verTes were compoftd is memory <tf 
that fktal encounter; which aie fuog in the iflan# 
totbii (fay. 

LtORAD las dmas 
AlC Diosoi'Vala 
-Guillen Peraza, 
Quedo en la Patnnt 
:La flor roorchiu 
De la fu ciFfl. 
■No eres Palau 
.Eres retama 
.Eres cypres 
X)e trifte rama, 
Eresdefilicba, 
:Defdicha mala. * 
Tus campos ron^pan 
Trifles volcano). 
Ho vcan plazerjel 
:Sino pefares- 
'Cubran (us flores 
X^as aretiales. 
iGniilen Peraza, 
'Guillen Peraza, 
Do ella tu efcudo, 
'Do efia tu lanza i 
Todo ta ac»t>a. 
lia mata adatiza< 
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Whidivu/ tw thut Eng^iSiwI : 

For -GtxTj JkIu, ^e dunfclii lament; 
f w Gi^ei iBcram the ioMwa 
At.P«bna isJcftin.riu gMw; 
S'jbe Aow'r m his chock briglitfy Aom, 
'3'hit law'f flow it bltfltfl sadgQiK. 
The ftttdy palm • rhou art no more ! 
Bat lowly ftTiA ril withered o'er; 
A cyprefe now thou art become, 
"Wtiofe Vandi infpires a joylefs gloom.; 
No more onr joj, thou art our grief; 
A fource of woe ihat fliuns relief. 
Let dire volomoes now dcftroy 
Thy 6clda, that lately fmil'd with joy; 
Let soglad {)ro{{>ea mtei oqr c^g. 
On ev'ry fide let lorrowj rile I 
Let all the flow'rs that grac'd ihy lands. 
Be hiiry'd under burning fiiods. 
AlasI Perazaifi flo more! 
Ferasw'a lo& we all deplore 1 
O ! wb6r« is now thy triiflyfliad f 
■O ! where the Unee thy arm did wkti I • 
A int laiaented cnterpfize 
Oil fttvrt thy fchcmes, jndcloa'd thine eye*. 

CniLLiw Phaza had a fifter wiled Donna 
fenes Peraza, a lady of great merit and beautv, 
who w« left m charge of Don Joan de Guzman, 
Dnhe of Medina SidonU. He married her to one 
Sie^o de Herrera, «ne of the Twenty-fiSur of 
Senile, who, in virtue of this-marrfwe, became 
Lofd of the Canal? Ifiamb, in the year 1444. 

». * '^^^ will M% d<Tcera this to be a play upon 
the-mrdfldm, Khich figaifiei ■ f aim. . 
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rmmedtately after the nuptials, he fitted out three 
(hips, and embarlted with his wife snd a great num- 
ber of Gentlemen and Ladies (many of whom 
were his relations) at St. Lucar de Baramcda, and 
failed for the iflandf. Soon after thefe fliips ar- 
rived at the ifland of Lancerota, where Diego de 
Hcrrera and his Lady ftaid fome time, and iben 
went to viftt the refl of the conquered iflands, in 
order to infpeS into the adminiftration of jullice, 
and promote the converllan of the natiTCS to the 
Romifli religion. They were received with great 
rcfpeS by the inhabitants, who entertained them 
in the bcu manner they were capable. 

C H A P. XL 

Vi^gB de Htrrira makes bimjtlf mafterof the IJland 
of Canaria. 

DI E G O de Herrcra was only Iwenty-feTen 
years of age when he undertone this expedi- 
tion to the iflands. After he had been fettled therie 
-fome time, and had made the neceflary regulations 
in the government, he made feveral defcents on 
the coaft of Barbary and the unconquered iflands ; 
in^H which beconfUatly met with the mofl ob- 
flinate refiltance in the ifland of Canaria, from 
whence he was often beaten oflT with lofs. There- 
fore finding thai -nothing could be done there by 
force, he refolved to try what he could do with the 
hatives by pacific meafures. To this end he went 
with fome fliips and barks to the port of Ifletas, 
in Au gull 14611 taking with him the Bifbop of 
Rubicon^ the Lieutenant-governor of the Iflands, 
and many other Gentlemen, together with fome 
perfons who underllood and fpoke the Canary lan- 
guage. When the native* perceived the fliip»* 
. . i,.oo;;li they 
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diejr, iccordtng to cuAom, gave the alarm all over 
the ifland, and came down to ihe port m great 
BDinbers, when the Bifhop gave them lo under- 
iUnd that they came with no hollUe intention, but 
on the contrary to make peace, and trade witb 
them; which fo Far Tatisiied them, thai they per- 

' milled the Spaniards to come alhore unarmed, 
where they remained fome days, giving and receiv- 
ing prefenis. The two Guanariemes, or Princes, 
ef Telde and Gaidar, came and paid their refped» 
to Diego de Herrera, who then took pofTeflion io^ 

. form of the ifland, in the prefcncc of the Guan- 
artemes, theBilhop, Lieutenant-governor, andalL 
the Gentlemen that came with him : this happen- 
ed on the i6ih of AugulV 1461. After this cere- 
mony, of which it is probable the natives under- 
ftood not the meaning, Diego returned with his 
fleet to Lancerota, highly pleafed with the fucccft 
of his expedition- 

Next year the Bifhop, Don Diego Lopez de 
Vllefcas, moved with an ardent zeal to gather his 
Icattered fhecp of Canaria into the fold of the 

, Romilh church, went over there, accompanied by 
Ihe Captain and Governor of the ifland, Alonzo 
Cabrera Solier, with three hondred men, and an- 
chored in the port of Gando, where the natives 
afTembled themfelves, and would by no means al- 
low them to difembark. The Wfhop, by fair 
words and foft fpeeches, endeavoured to footh 
Ihem iAto compliance, but in vain ; they told him 
they would not, on any account, fuffer armed men 
to land ; that if the Europeans flood in need of 
any thing, they had only to fpeak, and they would 
bring them what they wan'ed ; but if they perfifl- 
ed in their defign to land, they were ready to op- 
pofe them by force and give them battle. The 
Europestts feeisg the firenglh and refolutioo of the 
D 3 natives. 
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iMtivek, tboagbt it mi^ pradut lo rttani to hmt- 

cerom. 

Ih the ytiT 1464, Diego de Hcrrera gad ibe 
BiRiop came again to Caiwria, where finding' the 
whole ifland in armi, Aey did not artcmpc to Undy 
bat came to Tencrife, and anchored at BofadoM^ 
where the natives of rhat plact alfo prepaivd m 
ofpott rheir tanding; bat when Diego and tfiif 
Bifbop affared tbcnv thejr came only to cultivMe 
their fricndfhip, and » trade with tfiem, they wcne 
foort- a^itfcd, and Madity pentiitiad them tocome 
iQkmv. The Biflicf) thtn began to talk to lIUM 
aboat their conrerfioOr whilft Diego de Horrtra iff 
iotm i«ok poflvfioc of the i&nd, it a fM, by 
cotirent of the natives, bst it wi8 appear by wIhm 
happened afiemards, ihot ibey Underflood not the 
meaning of the cersmony. The European* M 
this eccsfion KxAt rmuco of the grMt numben 
who had afTembled [hemrdves to hinder thsir tsnd^ 
iitg, and ^vt rbiH at that littM notbi«g wttstobtfdene 
by force i they thtrefoR prudently emharked and 
fotletf for L«i«roraf, The BiAiop carried widi 
kinv frMTl theifce a yotmg man, whom h« footl 
aftt:!< converted to the RomiA religioi), and ba[»- 
rized him by tht naiatt of Anthony. This youth 
bcCMite a moll fervcM vetflry ami devout worflHfM 
per of the Virgin Mary, and was the firfl who 
gt«c notice )o tf!e European* of hflr image wbrch 
was in Tcfterife. Thie Amhony being <m a crviee 
Among the illafldt wkh Die^ de Herrera, gave 
him tb« flip ftt Tenetife, «ndmfldeih« beflof his 
. way hom«, being dcrtrrooi to fee hif fclaiions aod 
frkndaaftcrrolangafepanrioA. On bis avrifttlj, 
be informed them chat th« image they bad ia the 
ift^nd, reprckmtd rha nunber of ham who fuAai«* 
«d heaven and earths The iwivc» ti Tencrift 
(exiled Gdmcbos) )ia«e «*er finca that tine paid 
this inKwe great rcfped and veiiention. 
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CHAP. XH. 

AT tfeat time there was feme ASettncX: bo 
tween the Courts of Caftillc and Portugal 
concerning the Canary IDands, occaOoned hj the 
ble of tfacm which Mafon de Bctancour had made 
to tbe Infant Of Psrtugsl, Don Henry, when he 
went to refide in the Hlond of Madeira. Don 
Hennr equipped a 6ect of carvels, whidi carried ft 
tfaoulaiid men and one hundred horlie, and g**A 
the command of tbil armament to Antonio Com 
ules, a Geutlctnan of bis hoD&old, with order* 
to take polTeOton of the iflands. When fat came 
to L^ncerOta, Diego de Herrera oppolcd hb land- 
\ng, and killed fomc of his men. When Don 
Henry heard of this, he was much difpleafcd, al- 
fttJgJDg that his deligt] in the expedition was only 
M convert the ilalives to the catholic foith without 
UoodOied*. 

Thb In^t Don Ferdinando, Itrother to the 
Kng of Portugal, Don Alonzo V. pretended alfp 
i right to the Canary Iflands* by virtue of a gift 
from the Infant Don Henry of Portugal : to fup- 
port this claim he armed fame carvets, aod fcnt 
them well iprovidcd to the iflands, under the com- 
mand of Diego de Sytra, (on of the Count de 
Pontalegre> who came with his fleet to Lancero- 
ta in the year 1466, where he found Diego it 
Herrera ready with his forces to oppofe bis landing. 

* It n plain that he made a pretext of tel^n to covet 
llwieildefipti for if he waued 00)7 to convert tkt 
natives whbeiu bloodfhed, what ocoafwa bad lie 10 Ipad 
an arauaeDi of a thoutaod feot and an hundred hotfe i 
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Diego de SyWa feeing it would be a diiGcult matter 
to land by force; and ihaf even afterwards the 
fuccefs might be doubtful, began to treat with 
Hcrrera, who fuffercd him to land peaceably un- 
armed, «tid entertained him hofpitably. In the 
mean time a veffel arrived with advice that all dif- 
ferences between the two courts were happily ad- 
jured atid terminated by a peace; and that the 
Infants of Portugal, Don Henry and Don Ferdi- 
nando, had given up their pretenfions .to the Canary 
Iflands; which news gave gtcat fatistaSion to 
both parties. Diego de Herrera and Donna fgnes 
Pcraza had then in Lancerota, befides other chil- 
dren, a mod beautiful daughter, named Donoa - 
^aria de Ayala, of whom Diego de Sylva became 
greatly enamoured, courted her, and prevailed 
with her parents to confenl to their marriage, 
which was loon after confummatcd ; and he re- 
cdved from them, as her dowry, a third part of 
the revenuea of Lancerota and Fueriaventura. 

Don Diego de Heirera now feeing fo many men 
in the itland by the addition of the Ponugueze, 
ihought it a proper time to reduce Canaria, which 
had fo orten baSed all their attempts. With this 
view he communicated his intention to his fon-in- 
law Diego de Sylva, who readily came into the 
propofal. They accordingly embarked, and ar- 
rived with rheir forces at the port of Gando, on 
the fouth fide of the ifland, where they landed in 
good order ; and being now fo flrcng, they thought 
it no longer necelTary to obferve that caution and 
cjrcumfpedion in iheir match Into the country 
which they done in their former defcents. The 
natives (who had been conflanily upon the look- 
out fince the Europeans firA began their attempts 
againll the ifland) as foon as they difcovered the 
fliips, gathered together in vaA numbers, and 
marched 
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marched sgainll their invaders with great refolutt- 
OD, not being in the leaft intimidated by their num- 
bers; and dividing themfelves into fTnall bodies, 
they, attacked the Europeans on all (ides with fuch 
fieadinefs and courage, that they obliged them to 
retreat. The place where they engaged was To 
very rocky and unequal, that the Eurppeans could 
reap but little advantage from the fuperior difcip- 
line of their troops. The enemy by this tim« 
were well armed ; for befides their own country 
weapons (which were by no means defpicabte), 
they had many others, which they had taken from 
the Europeans at the different times of their incur- 
fions, and in the management of which they were 
become tolerably expert. But they annoyed the 
Europeans modly with their tharp-pointed flicks 
or poles (hardened in the 6re, which ihey ufed 
both as darts and lances), which pierced the ene- 
loies targets, and even went through the clofelt 
coats of mail; and whenever they drew the foe 
into a hollow place, they made great havock, by 
rolling huge ftones down upon them from IM 
Bcighbourtng precipices. The Europeans continu- 
ed retreating till they came to a kind of naturaV 
fortrefs, near the fea-fliore, where they made a 
fland, and pofled themfelves in fuch a manner, that 
the natives could not attack them but 10 great dif- 
adVanlage. Diego de Herrera pereeivrng ihe great 
lofs he had fuflained in this engagement, and the 
confequent retreat, and confidering thai the whole 
force of the ifland was colleSed in th^t place to 
oppofe him, refolved to fetid a detachnient by Tea 
to. another part of the ifland, in order t^ mjke a 
diverfion, and oblige ihe natives to di^vide their 
forces. Accurdingly, in the night be.tei\t Dieg« 
de Sylva with two hundred men, in three carvels^ 
together with i»o officers experienced in thefe dc- 
fccBts, and who fpoke the Canary language. Thfr 
D 5 tcocps. 
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troops arrived ar the pmt of A;gDnMfiel^ tfid by 
day-break, being alt fafely landed, foniKd th(»o- 
feWei in order of birtk i« the migbboafheftd of 
Gaidar, wiDiMt bKrgdifcotBrcd by this CanviaAt, 
iiimI marched forvard litl rh«y came to a ftsep emi- 
nence covered with trcei and bofbcs, whidt they 
mn obliged to pofs. The|»opleof ihxt part 6f 
The iflntd having si leDgrh difeovertd iha mips it 
nndior, ami feeing dnngera ailetMliKg the moon- 
taia; dTembkd thtmifltcs (egether to allKli thtm; 
but objiernng the roune ih« Eunkptafld mn cak- 
ing, ibcy let thtffi alone for fame ttrMi till they 
bad gained the tap «f tia afoetft, when t)w n«tr««s 
immediaiely fecorcd the pafi tfy whidv ihey hffd 
'gona upt and fei fin to th« bufhes^, (o prsvcflt 
ibeb- returnnig l^ that way lo their Ibi^ Disgo 
de Sylva and his men finding fhemfehrts Aktvtt- 
ffd, and their reirext tflvdudty euF dflP, Tnmcb- 
-td on and defcended tm the oihtr Mt' tff the 
moontain into « j^am near tht Ullage of Gaidar, 
where they foand » krge tikce, cnclofed by A ftofte 
malt (in wtrich the natives tifed to dflenble W ftaA, 
txcGRia CTrmiiNds> fte.) imo wltieh they rennd 
forfeourity. As fcton a« the rntivet perUfwd thii, 
they gave a gKat fhoot, as t^ey 4vere ufcd ta do 
when tb«y gained a \^£tfiry, aifj immedistely Air- 
Knindcd the ptaec ft) dolcly, tfaiM ihe EorotintTls 
kad no wgy to efcapc. They hsd cominatd two 
days and two nigKls ftiut up in ihie place, trithout 
any tbnig to eM or drink ; dfld (ht humhcr of (be 
natives dill enereafing, they ffiiind ihemfel«s quite 
defiitste of all humdn refouree, and thtirefore a- 
bandoacd theiAfelvcs to dcfpavt-. lb this condition 
they werct wheii tht diviite PTDVid^ncC fent them 
nUef fJEom ao unexpeded quarccr. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. xin. 

IXegO de Sylva and bit Troopf rtlievtd out of tbtir 
great Diftreft and Canfiiumenl at GaUar. 

THERE was a womn aimng the tnbalu- 
taots^f GaMar, a reUtran of the Gimwr-' 
teme of th« fdacc, named Maria La&rga. Sbe 
lud been « captiM fome time in Lsnoerota, bat 
was fent back to her parents in Canario, in ex- 
change for an European prifoaer. This woraaa ' 
fpeke the two tsf^aages welt, and being novsd 
with compaffioR at ^ approaching fate of the * 
Eufc^wtns, the came to the place in whkh the; 
were inclofed, and Teeing tbe two oSccn tbat w- 
onnpaaicd Diego de Syiva in this cxpeditino, fhe 
ReoheSed thamigaii^ having been often «t tbwr~ 
linifea in Lancerota. She deelared, that the n«- 
tives tntended to put them alt to death that nigbt; 
tad that there vat not tbe ItaA profpe^ of th^ 
efoaping, . but by farrendering at difcrction. to the 
GQanarieme, her uncle, wbofe getKroua temper 
(Ak fiud) (he kiKW- lb well, that it was very tiar- 
tKn he would rcleate, antl let them M feiom to 
their fliips in peace. Moreover, Ibe carnellly en- 
treated tbem not to bold out any longer,' but to ' 
fubnit immediately. The Europvans^ fealible of 
their inpendin^ nte, and perfuaded th»t th^ 
coald 'be no .lolers by foUawing Maria's advice. 
fiTux nothwg wcvfii^than death could enfue, which' 
moll incvitabfy hat^tean their portion if ihey pe^- 
Sft«d loiter in vefiftiog, agreed to the propofal, 
ndemployM bcr to 'itianage the befuieis of k- 
CwKiliaiion:v^erhtmidin{ eoly of the GuaMrteiM 
to^ his »«rd4<>4pat« tbeir &m,^uul tii«y wovM ■- 
I ,,,, u.imme-- 
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immediatety furrender themfclves into his ban<)f> 
When Maria h»d delivered ihis meflage to her 
uncle, he affembled all the chiefs of the people » 
confider vhat was to be done, who were all at firft 
sgaind granting thii requeft, being greatly incenf- 
ed againft the ftrangers, for the tnirchiefs the^ 
had done them in the frequent invaflons of their 
iiland. But the Guanarieme of Gaidar determin- 
ed at alt events to fave them ; and being much be- 
loved and refpeded by the Canartans, foothed 
fome, threatened others, and at length fo wrought 
upon them all, that they agreed to fpare the live* 
of the Europeans. The matter thus fettled, the 
Guanarteme went to Diego de Sylva, and gave 
his word that neither himfdf nor the reft of ihc 
natives would do htm or his followers any harm; 
upon which they delivered up their arms, and 
came out of the fortrefs. The Guanarteme then 
embraced Diego de Sylva, (hewed him many to- 
kens of friendihip and compalCoD,- conducted hin» 
to the village of Gaidar, where he refided, and 
gave him. and his troops both meat and drink, of 
wluch they flood in great need after fo long an ab- 
ftinenc^ : and after they had refreflied ihemfelves, 
ihe Guanarteme and Gayres, or Chiefs, of the 
village, together with a number of the natives; 
conduced them in fafeiy to their (hips. Qn ihetr 
march they came to a very high and ftecp preci- 
picC} with a path fo narrow that only oiie perfixi 
at a lime could defcend ; here Diego de Sylva and 
his men fufpeded that the natives had betrayed, 
and intended to throw them down headlong frona 
the precipice : accordingly they intimated their 
fufpicion to the C^narians, and accufed them of a 
breach of faith. The natives, when they under- 
flood this, were extremely affronted: the Guan- 
arteme, howev.er, made oo- reply lo this accufaii- 
on, but delircd Diegg dc SyJvi to take hold «f the 
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Hurt of his garment, and he would lead him down ; 
be likewife oridered his men in the fame manner to 
idB& ihc Earopeana ; thus they ati defcended fafe to 
the bottom, from whence was a road to the Ihore 
near where the (hips lay at anchor. The Guanar- 
leme and his pec^lc then gave them leave to em- 
bark, but complained much of their being ful^ 
peded of fo much bafenefs, as, after having plight- 
ed their faith for their fafety, to entertain a defign 
to dcftroy them, Diego dcSylva was at a lolt 
how to exprefs his gratitude lo the Guandrieme for 
hii humane and generous behaviour ; and when he 
vent on board made him a prefent of a gilt fword 
and a fcarlet cloak) and to each of the Gayres a 
finemufquet: he then took his leave. The preci- 
fHce and harboor have from that lime taken the 
name of Diego de Sytva, in memory of this ad- 
ventures. De Sylva and his detachment returned 
to Diego dc Herrera at Gando, to whom they re- 
ined the whole of what had b^Fel them ; at which 
be was greatly afloniOied, and could not conceive 
whence thefe Barbarians had acquired fuch noble 
fentiments of vdlour and generofiiy. However, 
this did not prevent him ftom attacking the ftcond 
lime ; bat, upon being joined again by Diego de 
Sylva and bis corps, marched forward with the 
uhole of his forces, to give battle to the iHanders. 
The Canarians on their Tide, far frOm being back- 
ward to engage, met them with great intrepidity, 
and a bloody battle enfucd, in which the natives 
were worked, and obliged to retreat, which they 
did fiep by flcp, without the leaft diforder. Many 
were killed and wounded on both fides ; but the 
Europeans took fome prifoners, among whom was 
a valiant chief named Mananidra, whom Diego de 
Sylva remembered to have Teen at Gaidar; and 
tnindful of vbit he owed him, he went immedr- 
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tuly to Diego de Herrers, and earneJlly en^mtai 
him to give this inan his liberty, who ii length 
granted his reqaeft, though not without great un- 
wiflingnefs. Diego de Sylva thea lent him *y»Jt 
toflded withmsny valuabU prclents. 

The Port ugucze employed in this espeditiOBt 
feeing no prorped of fpecdiLy redkKing the ifUnd, 
or of ending a war in which they were likely ta 
receive no advanlage, were greatly chagrined and 
difcontentcd, and begged ot their chiefs Diego de 
Sylvai to allow them to return to Porti^al. 
When Uerrera was made acquainted wit^t this mur- 
muring among the troops, be thought it ax>ft «Si- 
pedient to make peace with ibe Guanartemeof 
Gaidar, and return to Lancerota, where he de- 
livered his daughter Doooa Maria de Ayala to her 
huiband, together wi^ a great numbsr of flavee 
of both fexes, that had been, taken in fundry eK- 
pcdittons agaittll the illands; with whom Diego 
de Sylva embarked, together with bis troops, md 
returned to LifWn, where he and his Lady Deona 
Maria were mod gracioully received by King A- 
lonzo. From this mariiage are dcfccNdcd thftjire^ 
(eot Count* of Pontalegce in Portug^ 

C H A P. XIV. 

Htrrtra malet another Exptdition to CeaarHi, snd 
buildi a Fort at Gtmlt. 

ALTHOUGH itotb Diego de Herrerm and 
Donna Ignta Pcrata bad the rCduSion of 
Canaria greatly at heart, yet fhey taid afide atl^ 
thoughts of accomplilhuiig it by- dint ot arins ; 
for, belides the d^wrttire of the Portugueac, (heir 
cwA vaflaiiBod-lfae milivei of theconquereidiflande 
weie-. 
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wcMbeirtily tati eFfbOlaBy luifiKOcfsfiil attempt!,, 
and delilottt of- tt&iaf from (Ke fatigue* of war, 
in order 10 tajoy tranqufUity »t boms wkb their 
fitmSieSf and cnploy tbemfelvei in tb« mere ■- 
gneaUe labour of cutMvatffiC th«ir URds. Thcfe 
Uhi^ cofifidtred, made Ittrrcra tbtek proper 
w g* another way l» work, whiob would m- 
qiiire time and patienoe to accMnplifli mi briag.lo- 
taaturuy. For tbi* parpor*r aecompaoMd by the 
BiAof^ Don Die^ LepM de Yltefcas, he- want 
with^ foAw ffliips to Gandi^ which he iMagined ID 
be! ibe btcaft (dace for bis defipi. The iflandert 
difedvercd bis Ibips from the tnouRtaiMf wbde 
-tbty w»c )wt at a cDnfidcrabh diAasc* from tbe 
land, and by itMBfi*«f (heirfignsU itfftMtly alano- 
cd tbe wbek iOandj when the main body marcb- 
cd t* Garido, to wait the arrival of the Europe* 
aoB : b«E (eeiag them appKaacli peaceably and wnb* 
etit arms, tbt^ held a confiFeace with tbet% aotl 
htard their propofils. Tbe GuMwMines ««d 
ftjcm, or Priefls were preftnt at thii interview, 
which ended in ellablilhing a firm peace and mu- 
tual intercoorfe of trade between the two partie*. 
Tbe Bifhop and Herrera, under pretence of tiav- 
inga-placeof worlhip for fuch of their people ai 
Jbould come to ttade in the iflaild, obtained leave 
of the natives to build a fori at Gando. By this 
tiMfy Herreta was lo have itll the orthilU »c«d 
which the illand produced, on paying only for rhe 
peofde's labour wbo gathered it: and, 10 remove 
kll caufe of (fiftrvil from the nativn, he gave thoA. 
twchre hoflJiget as a ftcurily for the due perftfTnU 
aAce of ike trCaiy. The pritoners oA both fidea- 
wefe by thispcaoe to be fct at Kberty. Tlie Earo^- 
peans now began with all diligemte to erefi the 
fiirtj in vHikh they received great afflftanoe frona. 
the Caoariaas, wbo fappUed ihetti with f lettty of 
luqjga fnMb-th«:^-(B(nBiUOBi, and otbvimfe laboar- 
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ed for them in mixing lime and carrying flonet, 
{6 that in a fliort time the fore was coinpletect. It 
was fpacious and well fitualed, being built on a 
bigh rock} the foot of which was clofe to the 
harbour. Herrera Haid there fome few days after 
it VM finifhed ; and, before his departure, took 
care to furni(h it with a fufEcient quantity of am- 
nninttton and provifions, leaving a good garrifon, 
commanded by one Pedro Chcmida, who was well 
known to and much beloved by the nativei; with 
him he left orders, that, notwithflanding the 
treaty of peace, if a fair opportunity Ibould offer 
of making himfelf mafler of theitland, he ihould 
by no means negled it : at the fame time advifing 
him, if poflible, to divide the natives by foment- 
ing quarrels and Airring up jealouiies among tbent, 
fo as to form a party in favour of the Europeans. 
After giving thefe honeA and generous inflruSions, 
he departed for Lancerota, in company with the 
Bifliop, highly plealed with the fuccefs of his pro- 
je&, of which he hoped fooa to reap the mod »- 
grceable fruits.' j 



CHAP. XV. 

jf parrel bapptns hetwien tie Canariant and Pedrt 
Cbemida. 

NOtwithstahding the peace which had 
been fo lately concluded and eAablifhed be.- 
tween the Canarians and Herrera, Pedro Chemida, 
in compliance with his mailer's orders, fouglit a 
proper opportunity to make himfelf mafler of the 
ifland ; and, to ened his dcfign, he purpofely did 
feveral things which he knew would be offenfive to 
the natives, who thereupon complained to him of 

i..on.;lc not 
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not taking proper care to Dbferve the feveral af tictea 
of the treaty which they had made wkh DUgo de 
HeiTcra, and accufed him of privately feizlng and 
caoccaltng certain nobk Canarians, with a defign 
to fend ihem away from the ifUnd ; but finding 
that Pedro Chemida gave no ear to their com- 
plaints, nor (hewed the leaf! inclination to redrefi 
their grievances, they departed, and refelved to 
vatch an opportunity of being avenged on their 
Oppreflbrs. It happened foon after, that fome of 
the Spaniards going carelcfly out of the fort, the 
Carsrians fell upen them, mkI killed five. Upon 
ibis Pedro Chemida complained to the Gayies, or 
Chiefs of the ifland ; who, in their turn, refuting 
Id give him any falisfa6Hon ; he therefore refolved 
lo do faimfelf juflice by force. This kindled the 
flames of war anew between the two nations, to 
tbe DO fmall effufion of blood. The Canarians 
low perceived their error in having allowed the 
Spaniards to build this fort, whi(h bid defiance 10 
tlicir united forces, and was moreover^ very great 
fcourge to them ; for the Europeans making fre- 
quent falties, ufed to carry off the cattle, lake 
many of the natives prifoners, and afterwards re- 
tire to the fort, which always afforded them a con- 
venient flielter, ^fier having committed their de- 
predations. 

It happened Toon after, that a; Tome of the 
girri&n were out on one of ihcfe marauding par- 
lies, the natives defignedly drove fomc cattle in 
their way, a& it weie by accident, and thus drew 
them by degrees-to a confiderable dillancc from the 
forti into an smbufh that had been prepared for 
Ibem ; while another party of the natives was poll- 
ed in fudt a manner as 10 cut off their retreat to 
the fort. On a fignai concerted between ihem, 
thofe in ambufb fuddenly felt lipon Chemida'? 
meoj And killed a great number of them, tad the 
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icfl, «h» upon ll)» Bed towards the fbrt^ fell tnt* 
the hands of the other party, wh« Eiiled rome of 
thcia, Bnd took the others prilbneri, fo- that not 
Ml* efcapcd. The Captain Mananidra, who had 
the command of this enterpriKCT (tripped the &i« 
ropeans, both living and dead, of their cIoMhv 
which he made one half of his own imn pat cm, 
and placed ihe other half in arabuA very near the 
fort ; he then ordered foiae of the Canarians ia 
their own proper hahits to chacc thofe drefTed like- 
Spaniards towards ibe fort. Pedro ChoDuda, and' 
bts men who remained there, feeing thia purfuit^- 
uid believkig thttr party was wotfted, fallied one 
to the relief of their fuppofed connirymen^ leaTing 
the gales open ; whcs ihe parly who were b am- 
bolli perceinflg this, mfhed into the fott* while 
the difguifed Canariaw fcU upon the Spaniards^ and 
made than prifoncffc After tfaia manner was the 
fort ef Gando taken; and led another garrifon 
ihottld be fetit from LancerMa, they burnt tbd 
wood of the fwt, and razed the walls thereof le-' 
the ^ound ; but a> t« the prifooers, thc^ treated^ 
then), according to iheir Hfual cnftom, with geatls*- 
nefs tai humanity. A fieall £daing bark at ihM 
tiiB< banned to be in tht port, winch fisiled inu- 
mediltsly and gave notice of the lofi of the fort 
to Diego de Herrcra and Donna Ignes Peraai, who- 
were extremely grieved at finding their tavourite 
projed tlujs difconcened : but Don Diego de Yllef- 
cas, the Bilhop^ was affli^ed beyond meafore ; for 
being now old, he )oR all hopes of bringing the 
natives to the profeflion of the Romlfh faith, by 
which doubile^ he hoped lo acquire do fmall de* 
gree of honour. 

The taking of the fort of Gando manifeAly 

&CWS what kind of people the Canarians were^ 

and that they wanted neither courage or condud 

in war, Piutarch, in bis Life of Sertoritis, re- 

i,.oo;;li Utes, 
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taicii m dfM of the gmnfl expfaki of dtu gne* 
nl, his tafcmg a town in Spain by n (Iraugem of 
much ihe Ame nature with tbif gf the Canarisn* 
in regard to the fort at Gando. The natives in 
ihe courfe of the long war between them and the 
Europeans, gave many figiid indancei of rhetr 
warlike difpofition ; it ii hard to determine whether 
they were more fnbilc in contriving {lrala^n»i 
or obflinstcly courageous in the fime of atition. 
Among other contrivances they had to furpfizc the 
enemy, the following merits noiice: they trained 
a great number of fea-gulls, which they kept in 
and about the villages near the fea-fhore; and 
^hen they faw any barks approaching, they laicf 
an ambuflt near one of rhofe villages. The £uro> 
peani having eiperienced die fubtlefy of thefe 
people, never went afliore to carry off captives ot 
to pTunder, but (hey firft carefully fooked about 
tVtem, and examined every cOriMr where theyima* 
gined there might be people conccaledt and never 
vest far from their boats. Once a number of 
Spaniards from LaDcerota landed^ and fetittt no- 
body fiear the (here, ihey ventured to go a Inult 
diSance in land, where was a large village; upon . 
ilu) fight of which they were going to retreat, bat 
obferving lea^gults flying about the houfes, tb<^ 
concluded it to be uninhabited, fo (Key went bold- 
ly up to it, when on a fudden the narives rufheJ 
from their hiding places, furrounded and mador 
them all prifoners. 

After the, taking of Gando, the Guanarteme- 
of Tclde, named Bentagoyhe, died, and left a. 
fon and daughter. One Doramas, reckoned the 
mofl valiant man in the tiland, and who had rebelU 
ed affinSi his mailer, the Guanartemeof Gaidar, 
g^tb^ed Tome ot the chiefs of Telde logetherf 
aiid got himfclf declared Guanarteme of that dif- 
ui&i wbkb whfiD be of Gaidar beardf be wa« 
'-■"o^^igfraid 
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afraid that the life of bis coufin, the fon of Ben-' 
tagoyhe, might be in danger, and therefore fcnt 
for him 10 come and refide with him in Gaidar. 



CHAP. XVI. 

TiUgO it Herr§ra goei to Spain, to en/wer ibe Com-i 
phinti made agaittjfbim by bh own People. 

THE Europeans in the iHands became cverjr 
day more and more difcontented and diftatis- 
fied with Dipgo de Herrera, who obliged them, 
conirarj to their inclination), to go upon thofe 
hazardous enterpHzes to fo little purpofe; but 
when they heard of the a^r of Gando, and the 
captivity of Pedro Chcmida, with his garrifoD and 
the twelve hoflages, they toft all patience. Many 
of them went to the iuand of Madeira, in otder 
to get a pafTage from thence to Spain, intending to 
lay their grievances before ihofe who had power to 
redrefs them. The Canarians, after having made 
Pedro Chcmida and his garrifon prifoners, treated' 
them extremely well, and regaled them with the 
iJ>eA they had- Pedro was fo welt acquainted with 
their difpofition, and managed them fo artfully, as 
to perfuadc them that ihey had been the aggreflurs 
in the war, and had done wrong in razing the 
tower of~ Gando, infomuch that they called a ■ 
meeting of the Gui^n^rtemes, Faycas, and prin- 
cipal people ; at which ii was agreed to fend ten 
ambaltidors * to Lancerota,tomake iheirezcufcslo 
Her- 

* The Canariaai who were (ent on this embafly to 
Lanceroia were Acorayda, from Tcfde j Egencnaca, 
from Aguimeaj Vildaciae, from Tereda ; Aridauay, 
ftomAgnnaia} Sico, fromAgaetei AcfaudiKlac. from 

i..oo.;kGakiaij 
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Herrera and Donna Ignes Pcraza for wtat hid pafT- 
ed. Thcfe envoys embarked in a Lanccrota vellel, 
■nd carried with them Fedro Chemida, his garri- 
fon, and the twelve hoftages. When they arrived 
there, they wailed on Diego dc Herrera and Ignes 
Peraza, kilTed their hands, afked (heir pardon for 
what i^ey had done, and prefented to them the 
priibners and hoAages. They were gracioufly re> 
ceired, kindly entertained, and all pad offences 
were forgiven. A new treaty was then made, by 
which all theorchilla in the ifland appertained (o 
Herrera, who on hit part was to redore all the 
Cuiariaos that were then in Lancerota and Fuer- 
Uventura. When the valTals of Diego de Herre- 
ra, who went to Madeira, beard of this peace 
(which was concluded on the nth of January, 
1476,) and of the return of the captives from C^ 
luria, they wanted to return to their allegiance to 
their Lord, and enter again upon their former pof- 
Mions; but Herrera would not fo much as per- 
mit ihem to come upon the illand of Lancerota. 
Vpon which they went to Caflille, and laid their 
complaints before (heir Majefties Don Ferdinando 
and Ifabella, who gave orders to enquire into the 
afiair, and that Herrera fliould be Tent for, to in- 
fwer the charges laid againA him. Some t^me be- 
fote this, Herrera had conirafted his daughter^ 
Donna ConAanza Sarmiento, to Pedro Hernandez 
Sayavedra, a man of an illullrious family in Spain^ 
and one of the Twenty-four of Seville, who ad- 
vifed his faiher-in-law to come over to Spain, to 
infwef in perfon to the accufations laid againlt him. 
He followed this advice, and appeared at court, 
where he made a llrenuous and good defence. 

Galdarj Adeun, from Tamarafayte j ArtenMy£)c, from 
Attevirgo; Ahuteyga, fiom Ariiacari and Ouiitugut- 
an, from Aiucaa. 

■ ^.o But, 
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But (heir MajeOics, who bod ia view to idd the 
tfarCf unconquered iflttids lo the crswn of Spain, 
pretended thai Diego (Ic H«frera whi not able 
to make bUn&lf mafiei- of tbem by hit own 
powtr, arid ihat it wat abfoititBly oocefliiry ibey 
Aonld be conquered* in cruder to bring tbc mtives 
ever to the ChriAian faith. D'lefp d« Hecfera and 
Ignes Peraza were by no means ^zkd with this 
propobl ; however, tbcy w«rc oUiged to cov^jr* 
wd nceived in lieu of all their right to Cnwria, 
XcQerife, andPalma, five milliooa of marairedis *« 
«4iti the title of .Count (mF Gomer* for their ddcft 
Ibu, This trjuuier was otadc in the Itfter part of 



CHAP. xvn. 



lOif^ ^ Herrera miA bit Soit-in-law, Pedrv iXw- 
itaHdet Sayawdra, go ovtr ft Barbary^ tvjkccvir 
tie CaftU of Mar Pojueno. 

AT T E R the ceflloo of the three iflands lo 
the crowr, Diego de Herrera returned to 
Lancerota, and brou^t with him his fon-in-law 
Don Pedro Hernandez Sayavedra, to confummate 
his marriage with his daughter Donna Conftanza. 
When the feallings and rejoicings on that occaHon 
were over, Herrera and his fon-in-law detcrmineii 
to go over to Barbary, to fuccour the caSle of Mar 

* Five millions of maravedit ii a rum not (seceding 
Aree thouland ponndi Eteiliogt but ai in thole daya 
America was not dilcovered, and there w» little com- 
aierce la Spain, I dare lay that fura wis then at Jeaft 
e^alioTBltieto thirty tbeabod ponada&rlingat pre- 
Teni. 

i,.o Fequeso, 
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Ptqveno*, which Herrera had built on that craft, 
itpfoGu the Hknd of Lancerola, and which wai 
then b^^ed by ihe Sheriff f, wiih au army of 
.t» thoufaM foot and three thoufand horfc. ThCT 
lecordingly embarked feven hundred men, wtta 
lin otmoft expedition, on board five {hips, and 
feon after arrived before the caflle ; which when 
(he Shei iff underftood, he ralfed the Gcge, and 
fierrera Tcturned with Sayavcdra to Lanccrota. 

Some time after, a Moor, Oi about thirty veara 
of i^e, cdlcd Hctergrot, came to the caAle of 
Mir Peqncno, defiling to be made a ChriflUn. 
This man tdd the Governor, Chriflopher Teno- 
rie, that if Herrera would return to Barbary with 
lus forces, he wouU ihew him where he might 
nuke a valuable prize. Upon this the Governor 
Tent him over to Lanccrota, where he was kindly 
Tcceived and entertained by Herrera, who, accor- 
ding to bis deiire, caufed jiim to be baptised by the 
name of Juan Camacho. This man pcrfuaded 
Herrera and his fon-in-law to return with a con- 

* Wbae tkheafUe-Anad I know aM, fcut roppefeit 
W|^ be (bmewbcTe about tbc orauih of the lirec called 
bj the Araba Wad^ooon { foT io looie of out old Tea- 
chain of the coaft of Barbiiry, and tbe Caosr/ Iflaiuja 
(whkb arc very uicorreS] iheie w > place od the coaft 
of Barbaiy, oppoUte to ibe Canary lllanda, called Uar- 
piTcno, which I lake to be a corruption of Mar P&* 

f This Sheriff conM not be King of Morocco ; be- 
aafe it was in the year 15 19. before the Two btotfaer*, 
it Sheriffs, Ulled Muley Nazar Buchenlaf Elenteta, 
At then King of Morocco, and reigned la hia ftead. 
Itii pitrtMblsbewasooe of tbc Sfaeriflan ^mik, which 
Sftinfn ftr diilant from (he CaMe of Mar feqaeoo, 
ata pUec ^alletl TtguiaSdert, IB ihe pr0*4ac« of DMa.- 
As in my Author's i\nie the Kings of Morocco were 
Ajfled Slwifi, he inrgin h»gfse Aey were atwajs bt 
called. 

fideraUe 
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fiderablc force to Mar Pequcno ; from whence ihey 
fet out and marched towards TagaoA, till they 
came to a plare where was an Adouar, or com- 
pany of Moors dwelling in lents, whom they ap- 
proached unperceived i and then giving the cry of 
St. lago • ! (or St. James) fuddenly attacked tbcm, 
and look one hundred and fifty-eight prifoners, 
men, women, and children included, with whom 
they returned to the caftle. Juan Camacho ferved 
as their guide in this expedition, as he did in all 
thofe whicTi they afterwards undertook to the coaft 
of Barbary, being no lefs in number than forty- 
fix. In thefe they feldom failed of fuccefs, never 
returning without a considerable nuoiber of pn- 
fbners. 

Mt author fays he knew this Moor, and had 
often heard him relate his adventures. He died at 
lafl peaceat>Iy in his bed, at Lancerota, in the 
year 1591, aged one hundred and forty fix years* 
The Bifliop and Cenerai of the iflands being then 
in Lancerota, wrote an account ot this man's life; 
by which it appeared, that not with (landing his 
great age, hewaiked perfeSly upright,- and could 
fee clearly till the time he was taken lick and died. 
Two years befoi'e his death he married a Moorifh 
^rl of twenty years of age, by whom he had' a 
fon, at leaft it was generally iuppofed 10 be his. 

Th£ Spaniards concerned in thefe eipediiions to 

the coaA of Baibary were not, however, all fo 

fortunate as the renegado Camacho; and Sayave- 

dra was in particular a luSerer, for a natural ion -f- 

of 

* ThiE la B lignal ufed by the Spiniardt when they 
are going to make an attack, or fill on the enemy ; St. 
lago [or St. Jamei) being the tutelar faint of Spain, am 
St. George ia of England. 

t Mj author doe« not mention ibia young man's cap- 
livii/) but from hii oamc, and the time when be waa 
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ef his, a youth of great merir, being taken by 
the Moors, died in captivity at Fez, whole 
dory is thus related by Diego de Torres, in hit 
Hillory of the Sheriff's: " When this tyrant 
** (the Sheriff) chofe New Fez for his refidente, 
" he ordered his treafure, his Children, his wives> 
" and h4s (laves to be brought thither, A- 
" mon£ the laA there was one named Alonzo 
** Perez dc Sayavedra, foo of the Count of Go> 
" mcra by a MooriOi woman, his captive, who 
" was a relation of )he Sheriffs. He was a 
" yoiing man of great courage, and fo perfe31y 
" verfcd in the Arabic and oiher languages 
" fpoke in this country, that I have heard the 
" Sheriff declare, that few or none of thena- 
" tives of Barbary fpoke them fo well, Be- 
" (ides thefe qualification^, he poflefled ohe of 
" a more nobie and praife-worthy nature, name- 
** \y, an inviolable regard for, and atiachmeiif 
"■ to his religion. But b«Fore I fay an^ th'ing 
"on this head, I ftiall relate' in what manner 
" be became a flave to the Sheriff. When he 
" was a youth, he was concerned with fome 
** inhabitants of the Canary Iflands in makitfg 
*< feveral defccnts on the country of the Az&- 
" naga Moors } and ' having ineti'fonie 'pri- 
" foners, he came to the port of Tahagoz, 
" and fent to the governor for a Afe-condu3, 
" in order to treat for the ranfom of the cap- 
•• tives ; which the Governor grantedi but at 
" the fanM time fent an exprvfs to th6 young 
" Sheriff, who was then at Tarlidant; irtform- 
!■ ing him that Alonzo Pere^ de Sayavedra was 

taken by riwMooEi, lam petfimded he is tha ftniC 
Sayavedra who m ineationed in Oiego de Toires'a 
Hillory.of ibe ^tifii. 

Vol. I. E " at 
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*' at the port, with a fafe-condu&, treating a> 
*' bout the ranfoin of fome prifoncirs. The 
" Sheriff, being trritated againft Sayaredra on 
^' account of the many incurfions he had made 
-•* upon his country, refolved to make himfelF 
•* maAer of his perfon, while he thought him- 
■' felf fecuiie under the faith of the pafTporL 
y With this defign he ordered fooie Zabru, 
*< or large boats, to ht armed and manned at 
^'Aetier*, in order to feize him on board hit 
•*' fliip : accordingly they boarded her in the 
*' night-time, and made all the Spaniards that 
" were in her prifoners. Alonzo Perez de Say- 
■*'. avedra was broi:ght . before the Sheriff, vrho 
*^ infulled him with reproaches, and ordered 
i' bint to be fettered with chains of feventy 
''f, poundsweight {'a[>d he remained aflavetttl 
f iis. death, which happened fix- and-iwenty 
-^* years after. The Sheriff, confidering hiro ai 
f',.his)L>nrnian, treated him with fome refpeQ; 
•^'.but being. appFchenfive of hisemerprifingge- 
'' njus^ would not on any account permit him 
" to be rsnfomed. In his neceffuies he was 
'f ^ofiep^tfited .and relieved ; by .ihe Governort, 
*^ and l>y the reUtioiu of itbe Sheriff's mothen 
<■ TheKtng always allowed Jiim a -better fub- 
-•' /iClcnce than hf did ihe^red ofhisflaves; 
^t: moreover^ he was one of the, baft' [AtjKn 
" at chef* in all Barbary (and the Moors value 
" ihemfejives much on iheir dexterity at th'ia 
f' game), infomuch that by chefs and making 
!5, of fringes, .he made a (hiti to naaintajti himfelf 
iysomioria^ily :. at (naming tbefe iMttr eXjKciallyi 
" he was fo expert, that all people of rank were 
"i' ioatt'Ctf wearing' thole ot his ntanufadlurin^. 

* Called by the Europeaai Siata CrHz. 
;, ■ "In 
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' In the year 1545, when the Sheriff was go- 
' ing againft Fc7., he endeavoured to perruade 
' Sayavcdra to turn MahoToedun, ailedglng that 
' Mahomedanifm' wu the only true religion, 
' and that alone by which he could be faved: 
( in fhort, ihai il^ he would embrace the 

* MuHulniaii faith, he would give him his ii- 
■ beriy, itnd one of his danghters in marriage, 

* with the title of Alcayd of the Alcayds (i. e. 

* the Goverpor of the Governors). Sayavedra 
'heard him p^iently, ind then, like a true 
' Chriflian Knight, he anfwered ihe Sheriff, 
' Tliat although he was Tenlibie that during his 
» captivity he had received many favours from 
' him, and that the offers he now made him 
'* were «eryconliderable,yeth^ they no weight 
'* in his mind, he being determined to fufter 3 
" thoufand deaths, . rather than abandun the 
" failh of Jefus Ctiri^ft, and turn Mahomedan. 
" The Sheriff, was vexed at ihis anfwer, but 
** never after defired him to change his religion. 
^ At iaft he brought him to Fez, where he 
" coded bis days." 
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CANARY ISLANDS, 

BOOK SECOND. 
C H A P. I. 

Of ihe EtjmoJogy tf &e Word Catur^. 

IN the foregoing book we find that Toha de 
Betancour named this Uland Gran Cantria, 
adding the epithet Grand to its former name 
Caoaria. He did not this on account of its Hze 
<for it is not the largell of the Canary Iflands), 
but becaufc of the ftrength, courage, and num- 
ber of its inhabitants, who baffled all his attempts 
to fubdue tjiem. But how it came by the 
name Canaria is not cafy to determine; for Unce 
thore iflands were known by the name of the 
Fortunate IHands, this has always retained iit 
proper name, Canaria. Pliny fays, that thii 
jfland was named CanAria on account of its •• 
bounding with dogs of a very large (ize, two of 
which were prefented to Juba, King of Mauri- 
tania. This opinion, however, feems to want 
ibundation ; for it ii natural to fuppofe that 
thcfe 
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thefedo^ would hsveincreafcdgrcMlyrince Pli- 
ny's lime, wtvereas, on theconirary, when the 
Europeans came lo Canaria they found not any 
dogs on the ifland. Other authors (among whom 
are Francifco de Tamara, in his Culioms oF all 
Nations; and Horaara, in his General Hiftory 
of the Indies) affirm that this iiland is c^led 
Canaria from the natives eating, like dog«, raw 
flefh la great quantities : but this a(|criion i) 
lalfe ; for the natives cat flefli very moderately, 
and never raw. It is true, indeed, they only 
half roafied it; and the reafon they gave to 
the Spaniards, at ihe time of the conquefl, for 
this kind of cookery was, that the juice of th« 
meat is its fubflance, confequently the bell and 
moft proper nourilbment for men. 

My author gives two opinions concerning the 
same Canaria, which indeed appear more pro- 
bable than either of the foregoing. 

Thx firft is, that in Canaria there are a great 
many thorny bulhes, which bear fruit of a 
red colour, called in Latin Uva Canina, t. e. 
Dog's Grape. Thofc who difcovered this ifland 
io the time of the Romans, feeing fuch a 
Dumber of thofe bufhesj might from them name 
Ibelfland Canaria. 

The fecond opinion is, that it is named Ca- 
naria becaufe it abounds with an herb, called in 
Latin Canaria (but in the Calliilian language, 
Triguera) which the dogs eat in the fpring, 10 
caufe themfelves to vomit or purge. When 
people fend their horfes to the field to graze, they 
take care to prevent their feeding in places where 
much of this herb grows, as it caufeth a great 
increale of blood in them, and that fo foddcnly 
as to fubje3 them to danger of fufTocation. He 
adds, that in the Ikirts of Mount Atlas, in A- 
E 3 frica 
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fttca, there is a tribe of Africans called Canari- 
es, who perhaps firft dlTcovered and peopled this 
ifland, and called it after their own n.-iine. But 
afier all thofc opinions, he does not ii)rorm us 
whal name the natives called (he ifland by, which 
is ceriitnlj a great omiflion; however, by hii 
manner of treating the etymology of the name, 
it is to be fuppored he took it for granted that 
they ihemrdves called their ifland Cnnaria. 

I'^LINY makes mention of a people called Ca- 
narii, who dwelt beyond Mount Ailaa •, and 
bordering upon the country of the Peroefi Ethi- 
opians. 

Ptolemy the geographer calls Cape Blanco, 
in Africa, or fome other cape on that coaft, front- 
ing the Canary )flands> Ganuaria Eztrema : and 
the Blacks, who now hve on the banks of the 
river Senegal, call all that country between thaf 
river and Mount Atlas, Gannar, Formerly, 
ihey knew more of it than st prefem, which I 
fcali have occafion to prove in the defcriplion of 
that country. 

From this fimiliiude of name* one would 
be naiuralty led to believe that the natives of 
the-tfland Canaria and ihofe of the ireighbour- 
ing continent of Africa, were one and the fame 
people. For Pliny was certainly mifinformcd 
when he related, ihat the Canarii bordering 
upon the I'erocfi F.ihiopians, were fo called from 
iheir living in tcllowfhip with dog', and (baring 
wrih, and devouring lih<j them, the boVvcls of 
wildbeafts. ■ 

■ This country h that part of Africa adjacent to 
The Canary l&aadi. 
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CHAP. ir. 



Of the ancient hibabitattis ofCanaria^ tbeir Man" 
tiers and Cujloms. 

WH E N i))c EuropeaDseame (irfl to Graa 
Canaria, ihatiHand wasfuppofed 10 con- 
lain no lefs rhan fourteen thoufanc^ fighting men ^ 
but a great ficlcnefs or plague prevailing amongft 
Ihem fomr time after, it fwcpt away two ihiirdt- 
sf the inhabitants. They were of a dark com- 
l^exion, like the natives of Lanceiota and Fuer- 
Mventura, wet! propartioncd, and of a good 
flature ; active, warlike, chearful, good-natured,, 
and Aridly faithful to their promiles, iDfumucb 
that ttiey confidered a lye ai the gr'eatetl of 
oimes. They were very fond of hazardoui enter- 
yrizes, fuch as dtmbing to the top of Aeep pre- 
cipices, to pitch poles of To great a weight, that 
one of them was a fufiicient burden for a man 
of common firength to carry on level ground. 
The Spaniards affirm that the devil aflided them 
in placJDg thefe poles, that others, attempting 
the like, might lall down headlong .and be de- 
firoyed. My author fays, he brlieves ihis to be 
tTue \ and that the devil appeared 10 ihem in tb^ 
fhape of an animal refembling a Ihock dog, 
and fomeiimes in other figures, which the na-' 
tives called Tibicenas. 

The Canarians had nobility among them, 
who were diflinguiftied from the vulgar by the 
peculiar cut of their hair and beards. . It was 
not lufiicieni to entitle a.man to nobility, that he 
wu the offspring gf noble or lich parents; but 
E 4 he. 
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lie was to be formally declared noble by the 
Faycag, a perfon of great rank, and next in 
dignity to the Guanarteme, whofe bufinefs it 
was to decide differences among the natives, and 
regulate the ceremonies of their religion: io 
fhort, he was a priell, and a3ed alfo as a judge 
in civil aSain. Iheir manner of conferring 
nobility was very fingular : al a determined time 
ti life, the fon of a nobleman let his hairgrow 
long ; and when he found he had llrengih fuffici- 
cnt to bear the fatigues of war, he went to the 
Faycag, and faid, '■ I am fuch an one, ths 
** Ion of fuch a nobleman, and delirt lo be 
" ennobled aifo." Upon which the Faycag 
went to the town or village where the young 
roan was brought up, and there aflcmbled all 
the nobles and '■ others of that place, whom he 
made to fwear folemnly by Acoran, their god, 
to declare the troth concerning him. He then 
alked (hem, if they had ever feen the youth de- 
mean himfelf To far as to drefs viQuals or to ga 
into the folds to look after Iheep or goat^ and 
whether he was ever known lo ra'tik or kill 
thetn : if they knew any thing of his ftealin^ 
cattle, or forcibly taking them away from their 
owners in time of peace ; whether he was any 
way difcoorieous, il)-tongucd, or guilty of any 
indecent behaviour, efpecially to women. If to 
thcfe queftions ihey a)l anfwered in the nega- 
tive, then the Faycag cut the youth's hair in a 
rodnd form, and fo fhort as not to hang be- 
neath his ears; then giving into his hand a (laff 
or pole called Magade, declared him noble. But, 
«n ihe other hand, if the tlanders-by could 
charge him with any of thofe things, of which 
the Faycag had interrogated them, and bring 
fuffident proof thereof, then inflcad of being 
declared 
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declared noble, the Fajicag ihaved his head, and 
fent bitn awajr in dtfgrace, by which he wai ren- 
dered incapable of nobility, and remained ever 
after a plebeian. 

Im their wars, (h^ held it aa baTe and mean 
to moleft or injure the women and chMren pf 
the enem^y, confidering them as weak and help- 
le(s,. therefore improper oii^eds of their refent- 
ment : neither did they throw down or damage 
the houfes of worihip. 

T;HE weapon? ufed by the Cananans iri war, 
were clubi, which they called Modagas ; and 
Otarp-pointed polei, hardened by 6re, and thefc 
they named Amodagas. But after the Europe- 
ans began to invade their ifland, they made tar- 
gets, ih imitation of theirs ; and fwords of Te-a 
or pitch-pine, the edgea of which were hardea- 
ed-by fire, and tempered in foch a manner that 
tbcy cut like fteel. 

Besidxs thefe, they had many other wea- 
pons, ukcn at different times from the Euro- 
peans, and which (hey carefully prefervcd, and 
made good ufe of, in the, day 6i battle. 

But their chief flreagih lay in the before- 
nentioned Amodagat or wooden fpears, and 
flones, which they threw with great force and 
dexterity. 

. Thet had public places (et apart fer fight- 
ing duels, in which were eminences or Aages^ 
ratfed for the corobatanta to fight on, that they 
might be the more eafiVy obferved by all t.h« 
fpedators. When a challenge was given and 
accepted, the parlies went to the Coancil of the 
jUand, called in the Canarian -language Sabor, 
(which confiftcd of twelve members caJled Gay- 
ics) for a licence to fight, which- was eafily ob- 
tained. Then they went to- the Faycagtohave 
E 5 this 
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this licence confirmed -, which being done, ti>ey 
gathered together »\\ their relations and friends, 
not to aflift them {for thofe people looked on with 
the fame composure as if the combat had been 
between two beads *), but to be fyeQiOon of 
their gallantry and behaviour. The company 
then repaired to the pubtit. place, or theatre^ 
where ihe combalaR's mounted upon two (tones^ 
placed at the oppofiie fides of if, each Ronebeing. 
flat ai lop, and about half a yard in diBineter. 
On ihefe they flood fail withoui moving .their 
feet, lill each had rhrown three round Raaes at hit 
antagontft. Though they were good markf- 
men, yet they generally avoided thpfe milltve 
weapons by the agile writhing of ih'eJr bodies. 
Then arming thcmfelves with Iharp ftints in 
(heir left hands, and cudgefs e^ clubs irt their 
right, they drew neer and fell on, boftting and 
cutting each other till they were tired; when 
the parlies, by confent, retired wiih their friends 
to eat and drink, but foon after returned' 
to the fcena of a3ion, and renewed the sn- 
gagement, cudgelled and cut each other wiili 
great deitteriiy as before, until the Gayres called 
out, Gatna ! Gama ' (>. «. Enough ! Enough 1 
or, Giver over I) when they immediately !e?i 
ofFj and ever after remained good friends. 

If during the time of thecombaf, one of the 
parties happened lo break his cudgel, then the 
other immediately defified from firiking, and.fo 
the difpute ended, and the parlies were re- 

• The Spaniards, and many oibet Eoropeans, 
when I bey challenge, do not S|ht in earneft before a- 
multitude of fpeaarors, bke the Englifli when tbey 
box puUicly in the ftreeti; therefore my auihor 
^beiog a Spaniard) makca the above lemark. 

conciled 
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ooociled, neither of them being declared viflor, 
Tbofe dueia were generally fought on public fef- 
tivali, rejoicings, or fuch like (Kcafisi)3, whict> 
drew together r great concourfe of people, 
when the combstants had an opportunity to dif-* 
play their dexleiiiy, ftrength, and vatour. Thefe 
ipe^acles made a great imprelTion on [he tnindt 
of the youth, exciting in them a fpirii of emu- 
Utioa to excel in gallant Fea(t> If either oi the 
combatants happened to be deeply wounded, 
they beat a ruth tiJl it became like low, and 
dinging it in goats butter melted, applied it to 
the wound, as hot as the patient could bear it; 
the older the butter, w^s, the fooner it cffe3ed 



^ ibeir Marriage!, Manner of educating Iheir 
Cbiidren, of ibtir Worfiip, ibeir Oatbs, and' 
their Habit). 

NO N E of the Canarians had more thafi^ 
one wife, and the wife one huftwnd, co[i- 
trary to what fome milinfonoed authors afErtn. 
When the parents were inclined to marry liieir 
daughter, they fet her apart thirty days, during: , 
which they fed her with large quantities of milfc 
and goffio, in order to fatten her ; for they ima-' 
gined lean women were icfs capable of conceiv- 
ing children than thofe who were fit. It has- 
alfo been faid, ihat the night before the bride. 
.was prefented toher hufband, ihe was deliver- 
ed to the Giunarteme, who, if he did not chufe 
to lie with her himfelf, ^ve her to the Faycag,. 
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or to feme other nobk perfbn of His Intimate 
acquaintsnce, to enjoy her : bat the prcfent na- 
tives deny that fuch a cuftoin ever exiiled among 
their aDceftors. They were vety careful in the 
education of their children, and never failed to 
chaftirethem when ihey did amifs. It wasalfo ,. 
cuflomary lo propofe two of the youEfcr as ex- 
amples for the reft, the one of ririye, the other 
of vice; and when a child did any thing to dif- ■ 
pleafe its parents, ihey told it that fiich an a3ion 
was like thofc of the pcrfon fet up as a bad ex- 
ample; on the other band, when it did any 
thing praife- worthy, it was commended, and 
told that fuch behaviour was amiable, and re- 
fembled that of the good perfon. This fort of 
inftru3ion had the-defired eSe3, by railing the 
fptrit of emulation among the youth to excel iff 
jrirtuous aSions. ' 

The Caiiarians had amofig them religious 
s women, called Magadas, a number of whom 
lived together in one houfe. There were many 
of thofe houfes in Canaria, whklr were held 
facred; and criminals who fled to any of them, 
were proteQed from the officers of jufticc. The 
M^adas were diftingukhed from other womon 
'by their long whhc garments, which fwept the 
ground as they walked. The convents or hou(j» 
in which they dwelt were called Tamoganteco 
AcoraD(i.e; houfes of god); b»t houfes of warlhip 
were called by the Canarians Almogaren {i.e. 
temples or holy houfes) ; they were dailyfprin^- 
■ led with the milk of goats from whom ^hey did not 
t«ke the kids, and which were let apart forgiving 
milk for that purpofft They held thai this A- 
coran dwelt on high, and governed every thing on 
the carlh. They adored htm by patting their 
hatKb together^ and lifting iheqa towards heaven. 
In 
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Ih the ifland there >rc two rockij one in the 
diflrid of GaMar, named Tirmae ; the other 
in Telde, called Vinicaya *. To thefe rocka 
tbej went in proceflion in times of public cala- 
mity, accompanied by the religious wotnenctH- 
. ed Magadas, carrying in their hands branchy of 
pa)ra-trees, and nfiels filled with rniHt and but- 
ler, which they poured on the rocia, dancing 
round them, and Itnging mournful foi^ like 
dirges, or what the Spaniards call Endecbas; 
from tbencc they went 10 the fea-fide, and all 
tt once and with one accord (truck the water 
forcibly with their rods, fliouting together at the 
lame time with a very loud voice. Their di- 
vifioD of time was not by days, weeks, and 
years, as with us, but they reckoned by moons. 

Thx habit of the Canarians was a tight coat, 
with a hood to it like that of a Capuchin Friar ; 
ttteached down to ihe knees, and was girded a- 
boui the waill.with a Tcather flrap or girdle, 
Tfais garment was made of a fort of rofli, which 
they beat until it was quite foft like Gax, and 
then divide (be filaments and wove them to- 
gether. Over this they wore cToaks of goat 
flcins, with the hairy Cde outwards in fummerj 
and inwards in winter. They alfo wore caps 
made of the ftins of goats, taken off almolt 
entire, which they placed in fuch a manner on 
their heads that they had a goal's beard hanging 
under each car, which they fomeiimes tied under 
the chin. All thefe garments were ncaiiy few- 
cd and painted, and in every other rel^d much 
more cuHous than thofe of the natives in the 
other illands. Some wore bonnets of Ikins, a- 

* They fwore by thefe tocki, and thofe oaths were 
Teryfitkmo. 

domed 



«6 THE HISTORY OF 

domed with i%athers, Their Ihoes were m«de 
ef raw hides, like thole in Lanccrota nod Fuer- 
taventura. 

Thky had public houfes, or rooniSr in which 
they aflembled to dance and fing. The Canard 
an dance is fliit in ufe in thefe iHands, and is call- 
ed Canario: ii9 ftep is quick and Qiort. Their 
fongs were either dirges or amorous fonnets, Cet 
to grave and plaintive tunes. 



, Of their Punijhmenlii Emplaymenliy and Manner 
of living. . 

TH E Canarians were remarkable for their 
good government, regularity, and Ari£t 
admin iteration oF juftice. When a roan com- 
mitted a crime deferving of death, thfy appre^ 
hended him and put him in prifon, where he 
was tried, and, immediately upon conviSion they 
led him to the place of execution, which was 
the fame where they ufed lo feaQ, wrettje, and 
fight duels. Here- the delinquent was (Iretcbed 
on the ground, and his head placed or a flat 
flone; then the executioner, who was a man 
fet apart for that office, taking up a large heavy 
ftone, and lifting it as high as he could, he fud- 
denly let it fall on the criminal's head. But for 
crimes that were not worthy of deaih, they 
ufed ih» Lex Talionis, eye for eye, tooih for 
tooth, &c. 

None of the Canarians exercifed the trade- 

ef a butcher except the dregs of the people. 

This em£ioyment was accounted fo, ignominv- 

ous> 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. Sy 
ws, that they would not To much asiillowone 
of thit profeffion to anter into any of their hoa- 
ies, or to touch any thing belonging to them. It 
was made unlawful For the butchers even to keep 
company with any but thofe of iheir own pro- 
fcffion ; and when they wanted any thing of ano- 
Hter pecfon, they were obliged, lo cairy a flafF 
with them, andpoint at whatthey wanted-, ftand- 
ing at a conftderabk diftance. As ■ recompence 
for this abjeS flate, the natives were obliged to 
fuppiy the butchers with every thing they had 
eccaflon for. hwat not lawfiii for any Caiia- 
fian, except the butchers, to kill cattle : when 
aay~ perlbn. wanted' bis beaft, &c. to be killed, 
he was o)>liged to lead* it to the public Ihambles^ 
. but was not allowed to enter himfelf ; and this 
prohibition ciucnded even to the women and 
children. 

Thi. houfes in Grair Canaria were built of 
AoDe,' without cement, but lb neat and regular 
dat ihey made a bcauiiful appearance. Ac the 
u>p ' they laid wooden boams o^ rafters, very 
clofe to each other aad covered them with earth. 
The walls of thefe houfes were very low, and. 
the floors funk lower ihanthe level of the ground 
on. which they flood, being To contrived Tor the 
advantage of warmth in the winter feafon. 
Their beds and bedding were goat Ikins drelTed 
in the hair, after a moll curious manner. Their 
other furniture confifted of balkeu, and mats 
of palm-leaves and niOies, mode extremely 
neat, and very ingeniou% wrought. There 
were among them people whofe fote occupation 
was to build houfes and manufafiure mats, dec. 
The women in general were employed in paint- 
ing and dying; and in the proper feafon they 
very carefully gathered the flow«ri> fhnibs, Stc 
froat. 
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from which they extraded the feveral colours. 
The threads they ufed for fewing and other pur- 
pofei were made of the fpringy nerves or (sn- 
dons of the loins of Hieep, goats, or fwine, 
with which they were fupplied by the bntchen. 
Thcfe they firft anointed with butter, and after- 
wards prepared by fire in fuch a manner that 
they could fplit them into fine threadi at thew 
pleafure. Their needles were made of boiie^ 
and their ' fiOi-hooks of horn. AU their velleU 
ufed in cookery were made of cl»y, hardened 
by the fun, which they called Gonigos, Their 
wealth coidifted chieiy in goats, which they 
called Andaman; and fomc Iheep, which they 
called Taharan: they had alfohogs, which they 
named* Taguacen. Their common food wa» 
barley-meal roafterf, which they called Goffio. 
and eat with milk or goats fleHi. When they 
made a feaft, they drefTed this latter with hoi^s 
Itrd or bolter, and this di(h they called Tam»- 
xaoona. Their barley, which ihey called Afa- 
motan*, they ground with a hand-mill. Th? 
following is the mamner in which they ploaghed 
their lands; about twenty people afiembkd to- 
gether, etch having a wooden innrument (not 
unlike a hoe) with a fpur or tooth at the end of 
it, on which they fixed a goal's horn; with thi» 
they broke the ground, and afterwards look 
care, if the rain came not in its proper fealbn^ 
to moillen it with water, which they broughl- 
by canaU from therivtilets. The women gather^ 

* I have reafori to believe tbit by my authot'a 
negligcDce there two woidi are tianrpored ; Taina' 
caoDiui rtgnifying Bailey, and Afamotan, the above- 
nemioned dilh. I Qiall kave o«ili(n t» ueaiof this 
Duue fitUy bttcaftcr. 

cd 
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cd in tiie corn, of which they reaped only the 
cars : there they ihrefhed with flicks, or beat 
with their feet, and then winnowed in their 
hands. 

Their only fruits were vicacorras, tnocann •, 
and wild dales ; and fome irme before the con- 
queft of their iiland, they had figs : grceri figa 
ihey call Archormafe, and dried ones TehauH- 
caen. Their poor lived by the fea-cosll, chieSy 
on fiOi which they catched in the night-time, 
by making a blaze on the water with lorches of 
pitch-pine. In the day-lime, whenever ihey 
dircovered a fhoal of fardinas, a finall (ifli k- 
fembling herrings or pilchards, a greai number 
of men, women, and children waded into the 
lea, and fwimniing beyond the ihoal, chafed the 
fifli towards Ihe Ihore ; then with a net, made 
dF s tough kind of nilh, ihcy ioclofed and drew 
them to land) and (here made an equal divilion 
oF their prize: in doing this, every woman ia 
the company who had young children, received 
a fliarcfor each i or if Ihe happened to be wiih- 
child, (he received a Ihare for ihc child in her 
womb. 

When any of their nobles died, they brought 
oat the corps and placed it in the fun, look out 
the bowels and entrails, which they wafhed, and 
then buried in the earih: the body they dried, 
and fwathrd round with bandages of goat (kins, 
and then fixed it upright in a cave, cloathed 
with the fame garments which the deceafed wore 
when alive. But if no proper cive was at hand, 
they carried the dead body to one of ihofc (lony 
places now called Mai Paices, where, levelling 
the ground ai;d fixing the fmall loofe flones, 

* See tbe DcfcriptiOD of the Caotty lllande. 

they 
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they made a coffin of very Urge ones, placed fo 
IS not 10 touch the body ; then they took uno- 
tber large Itone, two yards in length, wrought 
into a round form, and with this theyclofed the 
coffin, and aFterwards filled up the nich between 
the top of the round flone, and the outer part 
of the fides of the colBn with fmalt (tones, in 
fo neat a tnanner, that every one who beholds 
them, mutl be furprtfed at the ingenuity of this 
people. Some of their dead bodies were put 
into chefts, and afterwards depotited in a kind 
of (lone fepulchres. There were certain perfons 
among them whofe prufeflion it was, and who 
Vere fct apart for the purpofe of preparing the 
dead bodies bttrial, and making up the tombs. 
" The lower clafsof people were buried in tho 
Mai Paices, in holes covered with dry (tones } 
and, excepting thofe bodies which were placed 
upright in the caves, all the others were laid 
with their heads towards the north. 



CHAP. V. 

Of the Government of Gran Catiaria, and of the 

famous Princes vibo ruled in that IJIand, 

TH E natives of Gran Canana were more- 
poiilhed and civilized than thofe of the 
other illands. At the time of the conqiieft of 
the ifland, they were governed by two Princes j 
but before they were ruled by Captains, or heads 
of tribes, who prefided over fmall circles, like 
parilhes; each tribe was confined to it* own 
diftria, and not allowed to graz,e its flocks on 
tb£ grounds of another tcibe, 

In 
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In the ttivifion of Gaidar, which is the moft 
feriilc part of the illand, lived 2 virgin Lady, 
called Antidamana, oi great worth and merit, 
tvho was held in higheneem by the natives, who 
had fuch an opinion of her judgment and pru- 
dence, that ihey frequently applied to her to 
determine their differences, and never appealed 
from her decifions; for (he would not fiifler the 
party, againft whom (he had given the caufe, to 
depart, till Ihe had fifA convinced htm of the 
ju^ice of the femence 1 which fhe (eldom failed 
to do by the force of her eloquence, and the 
high charaSer fhe bore for equity. After fome 
years, the nobles (chagrined at feeing the defe- 
rence paid to this woman) ihinking the bufincfa 
of a jud^e or arbitrator belonged more propcrljr 
W their fex; gerfuaderi the people no longer to 
refer (heir caufes to her decilion, or to regard 
hci fen fences. When ftie found this, and per- 
ceiled herfelf difregarded and defpifed, it fVung 
fierio the quick, efpecially as fhe had in a man* 
nerfpent the prime of her life in the fervice of 
the public, who had novr mofl ungratefully de- 
fericd her. Being a woman of quick fcnfe and clear 
under flan ding, fhe did not vent Iter refehtment 
in Tain complaints, but went 10 one Guniidafe, 
a Captain of one of the diftriSa, who was rec- 
koned the moti valiant and prudent of all the 
nobles of Canaria, and had great influerxc over 
the people. This nobleman lived in a cave, 
which at prelent is called the Houfe of the 
Knight of Facaracasj to whom (he relnted all 
her grievances, and propofed a match between 
them, to which Gumidafe readily confented, and 
they were accordingly married foon after. Gumi- 
dafe now fought various pretences to make war 
upon the other Captains, and proved viflorious. 
OVCC 
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over them all ; fo that at length he became King 
of the whole illand. He had hj his wife Antw . 
datnaiu, a fon named Anetnts, who (uccceded 
hit-parents in ihe government of ihe kingdom, 
reigned in the ifland at (he time of John de Be- 
tancour's invading it, and ioft his Hfe in a battle 
near Aguimes, as already mentioned. He left 
two fans, who fharcd the illand between thena : 
one of them, called Bentagoyhc, was King or 
Guanarieme of Telde ; the other, whofe name 
was Egonayche Semcdan, was Guanarteme of 
Gaidar. It wat agreed between them, that the 
Council of the twelve Gayres, called Sabor, 
fliould be held iil'Gaidar, which had been the 
place of their father's refidcnce ; and that the 
Cuanartemeof THde, with his Gayrcs, fbould 
give their attendance there. But Bentagc^h^' 
who was of a proud and haughty difpolition, be> 
ing pofTefled of a larger trad ol land and a grett- 
er number of vafliils than his brother, thought 
it beneath him to attend the Council at Gaidar} 
and riifing an army of ten thoafand men, made 
war upon Egonayche, in order to make himfelC 
fole mafler of the ifland. Although Egonayche 
Semcdan could not mufter above four tboufand 
men, yet he made head againft his brother; 
and, not with (landing the fuperiority of his num- 
bers, proved a match for him ; for Nie Galda- 
rans were coursgeous veterans, and had many 
brave nobles to command them: befidee, their 
country could not be eafily invaded, by reafoD 
of the ru^cdnefs of its raouotains and paOes. 
E^ch Guanarteme had fix Gayres, who were. 
chofen from among the people, on account of 
their prudence and valour, to fit in the Council^ 
and adminifter the afiairs of government. Thofe 
of Telde were called Muunidra, Nencdra. 
Ven- 
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Ventgyfaey, Veotagay, Guaritiayga, and AuiJn- 
duia: the Gayra of Gaidar were Adargoma* 
Tazarte, Doraniai, Terana, Oajfa, and Cay- 
Ufa. A line drawn IVoni the v!lJages f>f Tama- 
nzeyle, croiBi^ the iiland towards the village 
«( St. Nicholas, where dwelt- the people of Ar- 
gaacgui, wai tbe boundary betwixt the diArids 
«f Gaidar and Telde. 

Adakooma waa the moft powerfal Gayre of 
dK di(lrl3 of GaldaTy ar was Guarinayga of that 
of Telde, both having very large flocks of fheep 
indgoat4. It happened once that their (hep- 
henjs w fervants qwirrc lied about the - paflure, 
and carried iheir complaints to their refpeftivfc 
oufter or chief. Adargoma and Guarinayga 
met to feille the difference, when, as they could 
mt agree in opinion, they agreed to determine 
it by a wreftling match in the f<dlowing manner, 
Bimely, that which ever Hdc Ibould get the 
I'lftofy, the conquered party wat to fubtnit to 
(hdecifion of' the conqueror. This being a- 
ffeed, tkey (Irippcd and began to wreflle. A- 
dugoma was much ftronger than his antagonift; 
but this latter on the other hand excelled greatly 
in mil Apd dexterity, fo that the JfTuc of the 
conteft remained for a long timt doubtful ; at 
Uft (kill prevailed over force, andAdargoma wat 
^ly thrown to the ground beneath his anta- 
gonifti but neverthelefs, having the advantage 
in llrength, grafp«d Guarinayga foclofely, that, 
like Hercules in a like conteft with Anteus, he 
ilmoll (queezed the marrow out of his boneai 
Guarinayga, finding himfelf prefTed ht fucli i 
mannor.'that his broith was alinofl gone, faid to 
Adtrgoma, Do not kill me; 1 acknowt^ge I 
lot vaitquilhed, and fuhmit. Upon which A- 
dargonia releafed htoif and tbt^ i^ttrwatds fet- 
tled 
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tied (he boundaries of their paAure in an ami- 
cable manner. When Adargoma's friends en-- 
quired of him concerning the event of the com- 
bat, he anfwcrietl thai Guarinayga was the vici- 
<or; and when the feme quellion was put to 
Guarinayga, he replied that he. had been vart- 
quilhed hy Adargoma :. fo ihat until the iLtiropb- 
ans came lo (he knowledge of this affair, from 
the relation of the parties concerned, it reniain- 
cd a fecret among (he natives. This Adargoma 
,was eminent for performing wonderful feats: 
Jt is faid of him, that the ftrongeft man in the 
^lland coutd not prevent him from carrying a 
veflTetfull of water to his mouth, and drinking' 
out pf it, without fpilling one drop. H^ was 
of middle ftalure, but very broad fhouldered % 
his naine, Adargoma, iigniiies, in the Canary 
,langu^e. Shoulders of Rock. 

AMOifG the famous men in th« diftriii- of 
.Gaidar, w«i oiw Taycayte, which name in the 
Canarian language implies, an Unlhapen Body, 
and Atacayte, Stout Heart : the women, on ac- 
count of his uncouth figure, named him Ara- 
bifenen, t. e- Savage. The next in repute was 
Doramas, fo called from rhe uncommon widtK 
of his noftrils. Doramas in their language fignlfja- 
ingNoArils: he was^a itian of fmiU fize, but 
poiTtfled ofgreat ftrength. ; 'i '■ '' 

. HuANEBEM orGuaoaben, atidOytafa; w*rt 
great wrefiiers. Thefe two happening to be 
together on fome public bccafion, challenged 
^ach other toawfeOlingmaich, which was held 
in jti,¥.prefence.of th« Gaiiaiiah* who affembieJl 
as Ipcflaiors. . The dcKiei'iij' of (he fwo Coiff- 
peiitors waEfb equals that' it iwae'along (inrte 
before cwhtr appeared I'to have'atiy^advantage 
over the other, till at length the fpe^ators part- 
ed 
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H them. ButGoanahcn perceiving [halhisan- 
tagonin's Hrength was not weakened by the 
fatigue of the combat, and cxinfcious that hii 
own was not fufficient 10 permit him to engage 
a fecond time, called out to Caytafa, and fatd, 
" Are jou able to perform what I am going to 
'* do?" Upon the oiher's anTwering in the af- 
firmative, he immediately ran to the ti>p of a 
high precipice, from whence he threw himfeif 
down headlong. Caytafa difdaining to be out- 
done' by him, followed his example; and lhu9 
they both perifhed together. From this aSion, 
(bme mifinformed anihors (among whom isFran- 
cifcQ dc Gomara, in his Hiftory of the Indies) 
imagined that the Canarians had a cuflom of 
throwing themfclves down from precipices, 

Mananidra, who was taken prifoner by 
Diego de Herrcnt, as before related, was alfo a 
peribn of great fame. Ft is faid of him, that when- 
etw he Was- about to engage in battle, he was 
ieized with an nniverlal trembling, n6t through 
fear, but a fury and eagcrnefs to engage, A- 
lonzo de Lugo, of whom we fliall have occafioii . 
to fpeak hereafter, feeing Manapidra in fuch « 
condition, aflceij him wHy he trembled? his aii- 
fwef was, Well rhay the flefli trcmbte and re- 
coil at the dreadful petils wbicK the V*" ?■■<*• 
pofes to lead it into. 
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C H A P. VI. 

Ctrtain InbahitanSi 0/ the //land of Majorca vifit 
Gran Canaria Jimt time itf art lie ^rivai of 
yobn de Betaneeur. . 

IT has been already obfemd, in the begin- 
ning of this Hiflory, that Don Luis de U 
Cerda intended to go in quell of tbc Fortunate 
Iflands, and for that purpofe bad filled out fame 
Ihlps in the ports of the kingdom of Arngont 
but his death, which happened jull as things 
were got ready for chat expedition, put a ftop to 
the voyage. Neverthelefs, it feems that feme 
of thofe {hips, or others from Cataloijia or Ma* 
jorca, failed in quell of the iilands at that very 
lime; of which we have no other account than 
from the relation of the natives, and what may 
be colleded from iheir old fongs, in which fom« 
Account of thofe Majorcans is given. By com- 
paring their different traditions of this aSair, 
and arranging thep in order ^f time, it appears 
to have beeii as follows : foii^e (bipsj the cfcw» 
oF wluch were Majorcaps, anchored in the bay 
of Gando, between Aguimes and Tclde, where 
the people came afhore to refrelh themfelves af- 
ter the fatigue of the voyage. At that time 
there were none of the inhabitants near the 
Ihore; for the natives, being unaccudomed to 
the vifits of (Irangerg, lived in an unguarded 
manner, not thinking they had any ijiing to fear 
frorA-the fea. The Majorcans fe^ng no living 
perfon near, imagined the ifland to be uninhabit-. 
-ed ; and thcrefote .advanced> without fear or cir- 
cumrptfliooy 
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cumfpeQion, towards ihe villages of Tetde and 
Aguimes, a league from the port. Here thejr 
were firft perceived by the natives, who, fur- 
prilcd at the appearance of flrange people on 
tbeir ifland, gathered together, attacked the 
Europeans with flicks and flone;, and wounded 
leveral of them. The Majorcans attempted to 
mike fome refiftance ; but as the number of the 
natives greatly exceeded theirs, thefe lafl were all 
made prifoners and carried lo Telde. When 
thofe in the (hips found what had happened, 
they, without waiting to fee the iffue, fet fait, 
and never appeared there again ; fo that no ac- 
count could be given of them. 

From Telde they difpcrled the prifoners all 
overihe ifland, and treated ihem ivell, accord- 
ing to their cuflom, for the Canarians excelled 
iwrhaps all other people in greainefs of fpirit and 
' gcnerofity to thofe whom ihey vanquiflied. 
The Majorcans in return did every tiling they 
could to gain the efteem and favour of their new 
mafters, by which means a ftrift fnendftiip was 
foon contrafled between them. It happened 
that fame of thofe Majorcans and Arragonians 
were go(5d.,ariificcrs ; they built houfes, and 
painted them elegantly with the colours which 
ihey extrafled from certain herbs and flowers 
which grew upon ihc idand. They alfo fitted 
np neat apartments in caves, which remained en- 
tire long after the conqneft of the ifland. In 
the number of thofe who were taken prifoners, 
were two priefts, who were greatly refpeaed by 
the natives. Thefe fathers built two neat hcr- 
raiiages, of rtone without cement, one of which 
they called St. CatherJne''s, in which they plac- 
ed three images, one of ehe-Virgln Mary, ano- 
VoL. I. F ther 
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ther of Sr. John the EvsngeliA, And the third of 
Mary Magdalen. The other hermitage (lands ' 
near Gaeie, and is called St. Nicholas's, whofe 
image is placed there. Some years after this, 
the illand was vifited with a long and fevere fa- 
mine; upon which the Council fccretly agreed 
to dcflroy the Majorcans, in order to be eafcd 
of [he burden of (heir maintenance ; which cruel 
and barbarous refolution they were in fome mea- 
gre induced to lake by the fcandalous behaviour 
of the Itrangers themfelves. My author does 
not fay what crimes ihey were guilty of, but 
feems to inlinuate that ihey had made fome. at- 
tempts of an heinous and unnatural kind upon 
fome of the natives, which rendered them moft 
detellable in their fight, as they were utter Aran' 
gers to fuch abomination. Upon a fet time, ac- 
cording to the determination of the Council, 
ihey mafTacred ihem all except the two Friars, . 
who being much in favour with the people, were 
carried to the top of a high mountain, in which 
was a deep pit or cavern, into which they caft 
them headlong. This cavern was fo deep that 
no perfoii knew where it ended; but after fome 
days, part of the drefs of ihefe Friars was call 
upon the fea-lhore, which caufed the natives to 
'Conclude that the cavern had a communicalion 
wiih (he fea. This mountain is in the diAriS: 
of Ginamar, halt" a league from the fea-fhore 
in the road toTelde, where (lands a hermitage, 
dedicated lo our Lady of the Conception. It 
was thefc Majorcans who firft brought figs to 
Gran Canaria, which ihey planted, and the 
fruit being agreeable to the natives, ihey planted 
more ; fo that there were foon a great number 
of 6g-tree$ growing in the illand. At the time 
of 
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of the above-mentioned famine, the Canarians 
agreed to kill all the female infants that fhould 
afterwards be brought forth, except the (ltA- 
born. This cruel decree was made in order 
to leflen the number of inhabitants In the illand. 
But it did not continue long in force, for it 
pleafed God to vifit the iHand with a long and 
grievous peftilence, which carried ofF two thirds 
of the inhabitants, and was what paved the way 
to itsconquefl; for before this fcourge, there 
were in the i0and fourteen thouland fighting 
men, who, had they been provided wiA fire- 
arms, and been firmly united, might, by reafon 
ot iheir ftrength, j^ill, courage, and a^lity, 
h^ive defeated the famous Spanifh Armada, or 
even all the combined powers of Europe; for 
Canaria, and all the Canary Iflands, except Lan- 
cerota and Fuertaventura, are fo full of deep 
narrow Tallies, or gullies, high rugged moun- 
lains, and narrow difficult palFes, that a body of 
men cannot march into any of ihem the diAance 
of a league from the fhore, befoie they come 
to' places where an hundred men may very eafily 
baffle the efforts of a thoufand. This being the 
cafe, where could Ihipping enough be found to 
iranfport a fufiicient number of troops to fubdue 
fnch a people, and in a country fo urongly for- 
tified by nature ? 
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CHAP.- VIL 

S'bf Exprditkn of -Don Juan Rejm la Gran Ca~ 
naria. 

TH E King and Qyecn of Spain, Don Fer- 
dinando and Denna Ifabella, after paying 
to Diego de Herrera five millions of maravedis, 
in lieu of all his claims to the iflands of Gran 
Canada, Tenerife, and Palma, ifTued orders for 
fitting out a Rett of fhips, to mai^e the conqueft 
of them, notwithftatidingthey were at that time 
engagA] in a war againfl Don Alonzo king of 
Portugal. This order was immediately obeyed ; 
to that in a fhort time nine hiKidrcd foot and 
thirty horfe, well armed and provided with every 
necelTary for Ibch an enterprize, were raifed, 
and the command of them given to one Don 
Juan Rejon, a native of the kingdom of Arra- 
gon, an experienced foldier, and who -had for 
Sis Liemenant Alonzo Jaizme, whofe fifter. 
Donna Elvira, was .married to "Juan Rejon. 
They were accompanied in the expedition by 
Don Juan Bermudas, Dean of Rubicon, a per- 
fon well verfed in the affairs of the Canary 
riflands. 

On the 23d of May 1477, the whole arma- 
ment embarked on board the fleet prepared for 
their retepiion, at the port of St. Mary's in An- 
dalufia, and failed for Gran Canaria. Their de- 
fign was to have landed at Gando, in order to 
rebuild the fort lately dellroyed there by the 
,-natives; but pafling near the port of Illetes, 
and 
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and judging it to be a more convenienf anchor- 
ing-place, they dropped anchor iherc on the 22d 
of June; 1477. In the morning early al) the 
troops difemharked, in good order, and without 
oppofttion. On their laniiing they pitched a 
i^nopy or tent, under which they ere^ed an 
aiUT, where the Dean, Juan Bermudas perform- 
ed rhafs in the prefence of all the troops, who 
ai&fted thereat with great devorion. Immedi- 
■ ately after mals the whole army began their 
inarch towards Gando, with a deiign to encamp 
there; but they had not proceeded far, when 
they were accoAed by a woman in theCanarian 
drefs, who afked them, in the Caltillian lan- 
guage, wbiiher ihey were going ? they replied, 
to Gando. She then told themy that Gando 
was at a great dillance, the road very bad and 
interrupted by precipices, which rendered it ex- 
tremfely dangerous; but that at a fmall diftancc 
from the place wht;re they then were, wai a 
cominddious plain, wiiha rivulet of good water, 
plenty of fire-wood, with palms and fig-trees, 
from whence ihey might have siCy accefs to ttll 
the principal places on the illand. When the 
commander and officers, with the Dean, Juan, 
Bermudas, had heard the woman, and had well 
weighed the reafons Ihc brought in fupport 
of her advice, they determined to march, to ' 
ibe place fiie had pointed out, and accordingly- 
putting tbemfelvcs under her candu3,(he brought 
iheno 10 the fpot where now ftands the city of 
Falmas. There ihey pitched their tents; but 
looking afterwards for their guide, fhe was not 
10 be found, which filled them all with amaze- 
ment. Juan Rejon, who was a devout worfhiper 
of St, Anna, imagined it was nu other than herfelf 
F 3 who 
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who had appeared to them in the drcrs of 3 
CanarJan woman. The Spaniards finding the 
place to agree perfeQIy with what the woman had 
told them concerning it; and that it was very 
commodioufly fituared, being not above a league 
from the harbour, ihcy fixed Iheir camp there, 
and fortified it with a flone wall, withrn which 
they creSed a large magazine for the ammuni- 
lion, ftores, and proviHons which they had 
brought from Spain. 



CHAP. VIII. 



Th Battle of Gviniptada. 

A Few days before the arrival of Juan Rejon, 
the Guanarteme of Telde having been 
carried off by the diftemper that had proved 
feial to great numbers of the naitves, Doramas, 
one of the Gayres of Gaidar, made imcrell with 
the inhabitants of Telde, who elcfied him for 
their Guanarteme, in preference to ihe fon of the 
deceafed ; who, not thinking himfelf fafe among 
Ihe people that had fet afide his eledion, retired 
to the dominions of his uncle the King of Gai- 
dar, and put himfelf under his proteflion. Such 
WBT the flate oi affairs in the jfland when' the 
armament from Spain arrived. But when the 
natives found the Spaniards had effeSed their 
landing, were building houfes, and by their 
condua feemed determined to fettle tbemfelves 
en the ifland, they called to mind the injuries 
they had fuftained by permitting the caftie of 
Gando to be built amongfl them; and therefore- 
thought 
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ihougbt it would be moft prudent, in their pre- 
fent liluatiori, lo lay afide all differences amongll: 
themfelves, and, uniting their forces, endeavour 
to expel the invaders from ihe ifland. To efFeS 
this, they procured a meeting between the King 
of Gaidar and Doramas (who had ufurpcd the 
foverejgniy of Telde), and the whole hody of 
Gayre». There they cordially agreed 10 join 
their feveral forces under the command of Do- 
ramas, and lo give battle to the Spaniards the 
next day. Accordingly they raifed two thoufand 
-well-armed men, and marched towards the port : 
among thefe were many men of great courage, 
particularly Adargoma, already mentioned. 
When Juan Rejon faw the enemy approaching, 
in order to give a plaufible colour to his proceed- 
ings, he fent to acquaint them, lii.u he was 
come, in the name of their Majeflies of Caflille, 
DonTerdinando and Tfahetia, to invite ihem to 
leave iheir hearhen worfhTp and to embrace 
Chriftianiiy; which if they accepted, their Ma- 
jellies would immediately take them under their 
protedion, fo that no one fliould dare to injiire 
or moled them ; and thai they Ihould be allow- 
ed to remain in polTeflion of their lands, wives, 
children, and goods : but, on the contrary, if 
they refufed this friendly ipviiaiion, tiiey might 
be affured that the Spaniards would never defift 
till they had either put them to dcaih or driven 
them all out of the ifland, The natives, either 
unwilling lo abandon the religion of ihi;ir aii- 
ceftors, or flufhed with iheir former repeated 
fuccelTes againft Belancour and Herrera, told the 
melTengcr, that they would give Juan Rejon an 
anfwer thp next day early in the morning. The 
General readily comprehended their mcaningv 
F 4 and 
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and accordingly prepared for balcie, expecting 
to be Toon attacked. Early in the morning lie 
perceived their forces coming down upon him in 
order of battle j upon which he marched oui of 
his camp to meet ihem, and [he Bght was bi gun 
on both fides. The Onnrians made ibe firft on- 
fet with all ilie fury of men whofe liberty was 
at flake, being headed by their valiant chiefs 
Doramaj, Tazarte, and Adargoma. They were 
received with no lefs vigour by Juan Rejon and 
his men, who, with (he Dean, Juan Bermudas, 
Captainof the horfe, Alonzo Jayfme, Standard- 
bearer, and the CaplainioF the infantry, Alon- 
zo Fernandez de Lugo, and Roderigo de Solor- 
za, endeavoured lo break the enemy's ranks ; 
but the latter made a moft obllinate refiflance, 
fighting like lions- The battle continued three 
hours, withoui any apparent advantage on either 
fide : at length Juan Rejon finding his army be- 
ginning lo give way in that part where they wcro 
attacked by the intrepid Adargoma, he flew 
thither to fupport and encourage his troops; 
where Tingling out Adargoma, he charged him 
furioully, and wounded him fo delperately in the 
(litgh wi<h his lance, that he lay on the ground 
ioT dead. The Canarians, indead of being dif- 
coutaged \x the Fall of their rhampion, were 
fired with frefli rage, (ailing on like incenfed ty- 
gers, infomuch thai it might be faid the confli^ 
only then began. But this ardor of the Canari- 
ans, like the laft blaft of a furious tempeft a- 
gainlt a mighty oak, which it fhakes to its very 
root, was not long before it fpent itfelf, and was 
fiicceeded by a lenfible abatement of vigour ( 
and ihey foon after retired, but in good order, 
leaving behind them Adargoma prifoner, and 
three 
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three hundred men killed on the field of battle, 
befidct many wonnded : of the Spaniards, only 
feven'were kilted and twenty-fix wounded. This 
^at inequality of lofs muA hare been owing to 
the difference of weapons ufed in the engage- 
ment, for about that time the Spaniards had 
learned the vfe of fire-arms; and moreover the 
Canariana were much terrified at the fight of the 
horfes* 'which on this occafion made their firft 
appearance in Gran Canacia. After this battle, 
which was called the battle of Guiniguada, the 
nalivei never attempted to engage the Spaniards 
again on level ground, but contented ihemfelves 
with harra fling them in their marches upthecoun- 
tr^, efpecially in the mountainous p^rt, in which 
the Spaniards by little and little had Oiut them 
up; for they were afraid to venture into the plain 
near the fea-fiiore, 09 account of the enemy's ca-> 
valry. In the jnean time the Spaniards fet about 
ereaing a fort for their fecuriiy. Thofewho 
were not employed in this work, were lent out 
in panics to bring in cattle and prlfoners, and To 
harafTed the poor fifiiermen, whofe way of liv- 
ing obliged them to b«. near the fea-fide, that 
many of them came into the camp ihroueh 
tiKre necefTicy, and embraced the Roman Ca* 
tholic faith ; and being baptized, they received 
pafiports from the Dean, to protea them from ' 1 
being molel^ in' their bufineb by his fotdiers. 
The SpaniOi Officers now looking upon the 
tflatid as good as reduced, returned, thanks to 
Gnd for having given them . polTetiion thereof 
uith fb little effufion of blood. As to Adarga- 
ma, they cured him of his wounds, and treated 
him To well, that he was induced to become a 
convert to their religion, in the principles of 
F5. which,. 
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which, and the Caflillian language, they took 
care to inflrua him. Shortly after he was fent 
to Spain. The following remarkable HoTf is 
related of him, which happened during his re- 
sidence in that kingdom: his fame, as an extra- 
ordinary wrcftler, having been fpread through- 
out all Spain; and being one day at the Arch* 
bi(hop's houfe in Seville, a peafant of La Man- 
cha, famous likewife for his {kill in that exercife, 
who had heard fo much faid in praife of Adargo- 
ma, being ttioved with a fpirit of emulation, 
challenged him to a trial of fkill. Adargomtt 
accepted the challenge, and faid to him, " Bro- 
theT, fince we are to wrellle, it is neceflary we 
,firll drink together:*' then taking a glafs of 
/ wine, he faid to the peafant, " If you can, with 
both your hands, prevent my carrying this glafs 
of wine 10 my mouth, and drinking it, orcaufe 
me to fpill one drop, then we will abfolutely 
wrellle together; but if you cannot do this, I 
would advife you to return home." Then drink- 
ing off the wine, in fpite of the other's efforts 
to prevent him, the peafant, amazed at his pro- 
digious itrength, prudently took his advice and 
freaked off. This happened in prefence of many 
witnefTes. 



C H A P. IX. 

The Arrival ef fevtnUen Portuguixe Carveh at 
Gran Cinaria. 

AT this time affairs were in a very unfettlcd 
fituation between the courts of CaAille and 
Portugal. The latter underftanding (he Spani- 
ards 
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ards were attempting ihe conquefl of Gran Ca- 
Qaria, armed feventeen carvels or iarge barks, 
well provided with foldiers, provifions, ammunt- 
tion, and every thing necefTary for a voyage, 
and fent them to Gran Csnaria, where they ar- 
rived and anchored at the we{l flde of theifland, 
a( a place called Agaete, in the diArii^ of the 
Guanarteme of Gaidar. The natives imagining 
that they were part of the forces of Guiniguada, 
gathered together, in order to give them hattle ; 
but the Portuguezc, by means of interpreters 
they had brought wilh them, quickly undeceived 
the Canarians, and gave them ro underfland, that 
they were come to aflift them againfl their -in- 
vaders, wilh whom they were ai war. When 
the natives were convinced of the iruili of this, 
it gave them great joy, hoping by their aflillance 
to be delivered from their perfecurors. Upon 
which they received the Poriugucze chearfuliyj 
and it was foon concluded between them, that 
the former fhould go and attack the Spaniards by 
fea, while the Canariani attacked them by land. 
When thefe fhips appeared near -the port, Juan 
Rejon, the Dean Bermudas, and the ofEcers^ 
knowing that peace was' not firmly enablifhed be* 
Iween the two crowns, fulpeQed on what errand 
they were come, and drew out iheir troops from ' 
Guiniguada, leaving a fmall number only to 
guard that pod, and marched to the port, which 
IS but a (hort league diftant from it. There 
they placed two hundred men in ambufii, behind 
certain hillocks of black earth, which had been 
formed by the eruption of fome former volcanos. 
When the carvels anchored in the harbour, there 
happened to be a ftirf breaking on the ihore, 
- which is not common in that place. Now as the 
Pottu- 
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Portugueze had nor boats enough lo land above 
. iwo hundred men at once, and did not know the 
force of the Spaniards (for they did not all ap< 
pear in ^ght), they boldly lanocdf wiih drums 
beaiing, trumpets founding, and colours flyings 
but the furf breaking uncommonly high, drove 
fome of their boats afhore while they were at- 
tempting to land their men. This prevented 
■heir going immediately back to- the (hips for 
more troops ; and inllead of indantly launching 
Ihefe boats that were thrown afh6re by ihe furf, 
they began to run inland, in purfuit of the fmall 
number of Spaniards they faw drawn up to op- 
pofe them, in order to attack and make them 
prifoners. .' Juan Rejon perceiving how things 
went, refolved to avail himfelf of their hat] con- 
du3, and to attack the Poriugueze before (hey 
could receive a reinforcement from ihc ftiips: 
with this view he ordered the two hundred men 
in ambulh, to fall upon them in concert with 
the others, which they did wiih fuch impetuofi- 
ty, that they prcfently drove the handful of Por- 
tufcueze back to their boats in the greaieft cott- 
fulion ; but in the hurry of launching and crowd- 
ing into them they were overfet, forced back on 
the beach by the furf, and Haved to piece: ; fo 
ihat very (cw of ihofe men who landed, had the 
good fortune to efcape. The Portugucze oti 
board the carvels feeing all lhat palTed, without 
being .able to give the leaft afliflance to their 
conrades, on account of the violence of the 
furf which continued to incrcafe more and inore, 
and being appreherfive of a flormarifing, weigh- 
ed anchor and flood out to fea. In the mean 
lime, the Csnarians had pofTefled themfelvesof 
fooie eminences that commanded a view of the 
city 
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city of Palmu and the port of Illetes, where 
obferving every thing to be quiet in the Spanifh 
camp, the fea-lhore of the port covered with 
people, and fome (hips at anchor, with others 
under fail, they concluded that the Portugueze 
were jull landing, and therefore waited to fee 
them bfgin the attack upon. the camp, knowings 
nothing of what had pafled that morning But. 
perceiving no appearance of any difturbance, they., 
fent a fpy to difcover the fituation of aSairi, who 
being, obferrcd by one of the Spanilh troopers,., 
was porfucd, taken prifoner, and brought to . 
Juan Rcjon, to whom he ^fifcoveicd the tteaty, 
between the natives and the Portugueze. The, 
General was fo inccnfed at the news, that he de- 
termined to place no more confidence.in the Ca- 
narians, and b^an to harafs [hem mote than* 
ever by continual inroads into the countiy, in. 
which he frequently brought away whole flocka- 
of Jheep aodgoats, and made a number of cap, 
tives. As to the Porluguezc, they llill hovered 
about the ifland, waiting for an opportunity to 
land, and try their fortune, a fecond (iroej buL 
ibe Tea continuing much agitated for many days, 
they defpalred of fuccefs, and having toA almoft.. 
all their boats, as before-mentioned, they aban- 
doned their defign of making a fecond landing,, 
aod reltirned home. The Spaniards being now 
more at leifure, finiflied their cMc and the for- 
tifications of their camp. But not having re-, 
cetved any fupply of provllions from Europe 
lincc their firft landing on the ifland, whicb-was 
now upwards of eight months, .they were oblig- 
ed twice a week to fend a party of h(M'fe and a-' 
bout two hundred foot into thecouniry, in fearch.. 
of flueg and other provifions, at a confiderable . 
diftuics- 
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diflance from the camp ; for, as has been ob- 
served, the natives, after the baiile of Guini- 
guada, durft not continue in the plains, but 
withdrew with iheir effefls to the mountains, 
where the Spaniards could not attack tliem but 
at a great difadvanlage : and what little provi- 
(itins they got in_tliefe incurfions, logether wiih 
fome bifcuit brought lo them by a Flemifli vef- 
fel, that had come to the iflands to purchafe or- 
chilla-weed, was all they had to live upon for a 
conliderable time. The foldiers gathered the 
weed upon the rocks, in places where theydurft 
venture lo fearch for it, and then difpofed of it 
to the Flemings. 



CHAP. X. 



A yeahujy and Contention arife between ''yuan 
Rejon and the Dean, yuan Bermudas, 

TH E fcarcity of provifion in the camp oc- 
cafioned much murmuring and difcontent 
among the Spaniards, As in calamiiies it is 
ufualTonhe foldiery to examine more flriSty 
into the conduS of their commanders, than 
when affairs go on fuccersfuliy, fo it happened 
on this occafion to Juan Rejon, who was cen- 
fured by the Dean Bermudas, for improperly 
managing the provifions, and alfo for a partial 
diftribution of them. The complaints and mur- 
murings daily increafing, ihe Commander and 
the Dean began at length lo be on bad terms 
with each other. This breach was increafed 
greatly by the tales of officious people, who are 
kidom 
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fcMoni wanting in fuch cafes, and who asJeldom 
fail to reprefent what they hear in ihe word 
tight. 

The Dean wrote to the court of Cadille a- 
giinll Juan Rejon, accufmg him of wafling the 
provifions, of fpinning out the war to an unrea- 
fonabte length, and having contented himfelf 
with the defeat he had given to the Canarians at 
Guinignada ; whereas he might (as the Dean 
pretended) by following that blow, have eafdy 
reduced the whole tfland to the obedience of tbeir 
Catholic Majeflies. 

In this nianner inferior oiEcers frequently en- 
deavour to raife their reputation upon the ruin 
of that of their commander; for, by what fol- 
lows in the account of the conqueft, we fhalt 
find that Juan Rejon a3ed the part of an 
experienced foldier, particularly by building a 
fort in a convenient iituaiioo, to ferve for a re> 
treat to his troops in cafe of need. 

Among thole whom Juan Rejon had brought 
to the Gran Caniria were fome perfons who had 
gone from Lancerota to Caflille, to complain 
againft Diego 'de Herrera, and who were the 
ciufe of thcKing'stakingthe three iQands from 
.him. They foticiied Juan Rejon to intercede 
for them with. Herrera, that they might be re- 
llored to their eflates in Lancerota; and pro- 
mifed, if he fuccceded in the undertaking, that 
they would go themfelves to Lancerota, and 
furnifli the army from thence with fuch a quan- 
tity of provifioo, as might be fufEcient till they 
fhould obtain a fupply from Spain. This pro- 
pofal Teeming reafonable to Juan Rejon, he a- 
greed (o it; and, in order to put the fcheme in 
execution^ he not only pafled unnoticed maiiy 
affronts 
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affronts he daily received from the Dean Bermu^ 
das, biil even perfuaded him to ailifl at a council 
of the chief officers, which was called in order 
to reconcile them to each other. At this meet- 
ing the difference feemed to be made up, and it 
was agreed that Juan Rejon Ihould go to Lan- 
ceroia, in order to get provifions, and that the 
Dean Bermudas fhould command the troops in 
his abfencc. 

According!. Y- he failed for Lancerota, car- 

ging along' with him the banilhed valTals of 
lego de Hcrrcra, and arrived at a port called 
the Recife, adjoining to Porto de Naos. When 
Herrera and Ignes Peraza were informed of hi) 
arrival, and what perfons accompanied him, be- 
ing greatly inccnfed againft them for the lofs of 
the three iflands, they difgatched their fon Her- 
Aand Peraza to the port to forbid, them to land." 
Jiian Rejoh, accefling him in a courteous man-< 
ner, acquainted him with the didrefs^^ of the 
tTODps ia Gran Canaria, and that lie was come 
to beg a fopply of provifions for ihem ; whicb» 
if he would plea fe to grant, his Majeily, Don 
Ferdinand, would thankfully repay the favour. 
He alfo informed Don Hernand, that ,he had 
brought with him feme vaOals of his faiher Don 
Diego de Herrera, who were come to implore, 
forgivenefs of him and Doona Ignes Pe^aza^,fi)F 
the offences they had been guilty of; and he en- 
treated that they would condefccnd to grant 
them their pardon, and thereby manifeft ihem- 
felves to be the real deCcendants of the illuflrious 
houfe of Herrera. BUt natwithfTanding all he. 
could fay, Peraza continued inflexible, and 
would not fuffer any of them to remain on fbore 
eyen lo.take the leaft refrefliment, but by force 
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compelled them all to remrn onboard; which 
ulage fo exafperated Juan Rejon, (hat he order- 
ed the two cannon on board bis vefTcl to be tired 
upon thofe who were on fhore, which killed 
Diego de Herrera'i Gentleman, and wounded 
two others. Immediately after this he fet lail, ' 
and returned to Canaria. 



G H A P. XI. 



Pedro de Algava comet to Canaria. 

JUAN REJON, onhis return to the port 
of Illetes, found himfelf fuperfcded by 3 
Governor, named Pedro de Algavv^ who was 
fent from Spain, in confequence of the com.- 
plaints tranfmittcd to Court againfl him bj the 
Dean Bermudas. This Governor had orders to 
enquire into the caufe of the differences amon^ 
the officers. The fleet in which he came 
brought Tome foldiers, and a fmall fupply of pro- 
vifions, of which the troops were in great want.. 
This was the firft Governor fent from Spain to 
thefe iflands. His arrival greatly chagrined Juaii 
Rejon, who however prudently difTemblcd hi* 
difcontent, and went alhore to wait upon ihe- 
Governor, who with the Dean and other officers 
were come to the port to receive him. Soon 
afier, Pedro Algava alTembled all the chief 
officers, in whofe prerence he produced his in- 
llru3ions, and acquainted them, that it was hii 
Majefly's exprefs orders, and the principal ob^ 
]t& of his commifTion, to fee peace and good 
huRiDny cAabliihcd and prefcrved among them li 
he 
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he ihereforc exhorted them, as loyal fiibjefls*' 
to attend lo the fervice of their fovereign, unci 
oE that God whofe worfli'tpers ihey were, and 
ubore fervice ihey were fent to promote by 
bringing infidels into the bofom of the holy 
Xi^atholic Church, and ihereby prove ihe means 
of faving many fouls. When Don Pedro had 
finifhed his fpeech, Juan Rejon began to com- 
plain of the treatment he had met with from 
Diego de Herrera in Lancerota, and prt^fed to 
the Governor and aflembly, that he might be 
declared a rebel, and an enemy to the Inicnded 
conqueft, and treated accordingly. To which 
the Governor and Dean, who were combined 
together againft him, made anfwer, that they 
would gladly do every thing in their power (or 
the good of the people, and for advancing the 
conqueft, but that as to his-' treatment at LaD- 
cerota, it was the natural confequence of his 
imprudence in carrying thither the vaflals of 
Diego de Herrera. Rejon replied, that if in fo 
doing he had committed a fault, he was ready to 
make amends for it, by taking the (hips in the 
harbour, with fome troops, and bringing a fup- 
ply of provifions from Lancerota by force, if 
nerrera (hould attempt to oppofe them; and 
that this was an eafy undertaking, for ihe fuc- 
cefsof which he wuuld take upon himfelf to an- 
fwer; upon this there arofe a very warm debate 
among ihem. Some time after, the Governor 
and Dean arretted Juan Rejon, and brought him 
to a trial, at which they charged him with par- 
tiality, robbery, mutiny, and a defign of mak- 
ing ufe of the troops, dedined for the conqucH 
of Canaria, to revenge his private quarrel with 
Diego dc Herrera at Lancerota; of all which 
h« 
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he was found guilty by the aflembly, and fen- 
tenced to be feni back to Spain a prifoner. Af- 
ter bis departure, adviire was given by the ene- 
mies of Rejon ro Diego de Hcrrera of what 
had pafled, with a requell that he would furnifh 
a fuppiy of provifions to the camp in Gran Ca- 
naria, who were in great neceflity for the Tame. 
Herrera iminediately complied with this requcfl ; 
but before tlie fupply arrived at Canaria, the 
Spaniards bad, by their foiaging parties in the 
ifland, procured fufficient provifioni to anfwer 
their prcfent necefiities, and alfo made fome 
prifoners. Having received intetligertcc of an 
alTembly of the natives, at a place called Maya, 
they marched in qued of them, and finding only 
a fmall number gathered there, under the Guan- 
arteme of Gaidar and Doramas, the Spaniards 
attacked them; but thefe latter making a brave 
defence, efcaped with their perfont, but left 
many cattle in the hands of the enemy, which 
ihey carried off. However, Doramas, obfcrv- 
ing the Spaniards to be greatly fatigued with (he 
rugged road and the length of their march, ral- 
lied his troops, and way-laid them as they were 
coming down a ftcep mountain, where, if the 
Spaniards had not performed wonden, they mufl 
have been all cut to pieces ; as it was, they lofl 
five horfes and feveral of their men, but kept 
poffeflion of iheir booty. This obftinate re- 
fiftance may ferve lo (hew to what ftraits they 
were reduced for want of provifiont. 
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CHAP, xn;^ 



JUan Rejon returni to Gran Canarla. 

WH E.N Juan Rejon arrived at St. LucSr 
de Bur'eiiieda, in Spain, he immediately 
fct out for Seville, to appear before the Com- 
miflioners of the Conqueft of the Canary Iflands,. 
to whom he gave an account ofhis condud,iviih 
which that board itfas perfedly fatisfied. And 
^underftanding the great diftrels tho tropps- in 
Gran Canarii laboured under from the fcarcity 
amongd them, they immediately gave orders 
for four veflcU to fail wiih a fuppiy of proviG- 
oiis and men, under the command of Pedro I^er- 
tiandez Cabron, Regidor of Cadiz. In the fame 
fleet went over Don juan de Frias, lately pro- 
moted to the fee of Rubicon upon the death ,o£ 
tlie former Bilhop; and Juan Rejon, as Capiain- 
general of the forces in Canaria. The Com- 
miflioners recommended to them to endeavour 
to adjuH amicably all differences amongfl the 
officers in that iuand, Befides the perfons al- 
ready mentioned, one Efle van Perez: de Cabitos 
was Tent over as Alcalde Major, being nominat- 
ed to that office by the King, The fleet arrived 
lafe at the port of IHeies the I2th of Auguft, 
1479, where they were gladly received. Soon 
after, the Bilhop called a meeting of all the 
principal perfons in the ifland, namely, Pedro 
Algava the Governor, the Dean Bermudas, Her- 
nand Pcraza, who was come thither from Lan- 
cerota, with an aid of men and provUions, Cap- 
tain 
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tain Pedro Hernandez Cdbron, Alonzo Jaimes, 
Siai^dard- bearer, Alonzo de Lugo, Ordono Ber- 
mudas, Eftevan Perez deCabitos, Alcalde Ma- 
jor, Alonzo de Valdes, Alguazil Major, anil 
many others : when the Bifhop carnellly exhort- 
ed the Governor and Dean to agree and a3 in 
concert with Juan Rejon, who was returned, by 
order of the Co mmiflt oners of the Conquelf, as 
Commander in chief of the forces in Gran Ca- 
naria, which order he produced to the alTembly ^ 
but the Governor perceiving that Juan Rejon 
had bronght no letter or order figned by the 
King, he anfwered the Bifhop, that he had Tent 
Juan Rejon a prifoner to his Majelly, together 
with the charge againft him; and that he knew 
nothing of the CommilTioners of ihe ConqueR, 
nor by -wliat authority they took upon them to 
interfere-in the affairs of the illand. TheBifliop 
re]$lied, that if they had not been properly im- 
powered, they doubtlefs would not have dared to 
fit or st6t as a council ; therefore conjured him 
Ao confiJer the dignity of the members who' 
compofed that council: but all he could fay had no. 
weight with thcGovernor, who, with the'Oean 
and fome others, declared they would not re- 
ceive Juan Rejon as Captain-general of the 
forces, without an exprefs order from the King. 
The Bifhop afterwards, having intimation that 
the Governor and Bermudas defigned to arrell 
Juan Rejon, diffuaded them from that defign, 
and promifed to be anfwerable for his returning 
to Spain by thefirft fhip that Ihould fail. 

Mean time the Governor and Dean refolvcd . 
Upon an expedition againft the natives in the 
diftrid of Tirarana, with the troops lately ar- 
rived fi^m Spain under ihe command of Pedro 
Her- 
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Hernandez Cab ro;i, with a detBchment of thofe 
who had (ir(l landed on ihe ifland. The Bilhop 
accompanying theai, they embarked at llletes, 
and failed round to Tirarana, where they landed, 
but found no body to oppofe them ; for as foon 
as Ihe Canarians obferved the diips, they 6ed to 
Ihe mountains. The Spaniatds matched into 
the country in purfuit of them, plundering the 
villages as they went. In this expedition they 
colle3ed a great booty, confining of iheep, bar- 
ley, dried ngs, &c which they thought moft 
prudent to put on board the fliips, that they 
might not be encumbered in their march. A 
Canarian, who had turned Roman Catholic, and 
was then along with the Spatiiards, advifed the 
Commander, Cabron, not to Hir from thence 
for two days, Becaufe, faid he, I am certain the 
Canarians are all gathered together to cut off* 
our retreat; whereas if we remain in this place 
only two days, they mufl difperfe themfelves, 
for want of fubnftence. Cabron, not having 
experienced the valour and (kill of the natives, 
snfwered, that he was not afraid of naked peo- 
ple; and ordered the troops to continue their 
march. As they were on their way towards Ihe 
Ihips, they came to a fleep rock, where the 
Canarians, according as the new profelyte had 
foretold, wailed for the return of the Spani- 
ards, whom they knew were obliged to pafs that 
way, fuddenly fetting up a great fhout, fell upon, 
and routed them, killing twenty-fix, and wound- 
ing about one hundred. In the purfuit, they 
took a great quantity of arms, and made feveral 
prifoners. When the people who were to take 
care of the Ihips, faw their comrades fiying to- 
wards the fea-Hiore, they immediately fent their 
boats 
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boats to bring them off, and covered their retreat 
as well as they could, by firing their great guns 
upon the enemy. In this e/icounier the Com- 
mander, Cabron, received a wound in the head 
by a Rone. He returned to Guiniguada, where 
he difembarked his men, and obferving how 
great difcord ftiH prevailed between the Gover- 
nor and Rejon, with the fmall hopes there were 
of bringing them to a reconciliation, he failed 
back to Spain, tailing Juan Rejon in the Quo 
■long with him. 



CHAP- xur. 



Juan Rejon returns aftcond time to Canana. 

JUAN REJON had 3 relation at iht 
Court of Caftille, named Don Ferdinando 
Rejon, a Knight of the order of St. lago, and 
Captain-general of the Artillery; by means of 
whofe great influence at court he procured the 
King's commiflioo, appointing him Governor of 
Canaria, and Captain-general of the forces there, 
wiih full power to bring lo trial the Governor 
Pedro dc Aigava. But the want of moderation 
in the csercife of fuch an extenfive authority 
over his adverfary, at length proved his ruin. 
Imnxdiately after receiving his orders from the 
Com mi ill oners of the ConqueR, he went to 
Cadiz, where, with the afliftance of the Desn 
Juan Rejon, his relation, he hired a velTel, on 
board of which he put thiny men in whom he 
could confide, and failed with them for the ifland 
of Gran Canada. The 3d of May, 1480, in 
the 
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the evenirg, he arrived at the Port of ffletes ; 
but did not land till it wasdack. The crew of 
the veflcl were previoufly inftruQed to let no one 
know of his being aboard, but to fay that they 
"were comewith provifions from Spain, in com- 
pany with two other ftiips that had touched at 
Laticerota, which had troops and provifions on 
board for Gran Canaria. This account pafled 
very well, and the news of the arrival of a frefli 
fupply caufed a- general -joy. Juan Rejon fent a 
trufty perfon on lhore> fecretly to the Standard- 
bearer, Don Alonzo Jaimes, his brother-in-law, 
and -Don Eflevan Perez de Cabitos, the Alcalde 
Major, to acquaint them of his arrival, and 
concert the meafures to be taken thereupon. On 
the return of the meflenger, Rejon landed, wiih 
his thirty men, and went privately to the houfe 
of the Alcalde Major, which was adjoining to 
the church. 

Next day, while the Governor, Pedro de 
Algava, was in the church, hearing mafs, Juan 
Rejon, with his friends and thirty men, ruHied 
in, crying out, God fave the King! and imme- 
ciiately feized Pedro de Algava, whom they drag- 
ged out of the church, and confined in the tower 
m flrong irons, as he had formerly fcrved Juan 
Rejon. The Dean Bermudas was alfo feized 
snd confined, together with fome other fufpe3ed 
perfons. 

By this time there was a general tumult 
throughout the city, the friends of Pedro de Al- 
gava having taken arms ; but Juan Rejon giving 
his commiflion into the hands of the ToVn- 
Clerk, who read it aloud, the people were ap- 
peafed, and retired every man to his own houfc. 
Pedro de Algava was detained in clofe confine- 
ment 
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ment from the 3d of May to Whitrunday* in 
which time Juan Rcjon, affified by E&vin Pe- 
rez de Cftbitos, was employed in drawing up 
the charge againfl: htm ; which was, that he 
carried on a private correfpondetice with the 
King of Portugal, to whom he had fold and 
engaged to deliver up the illand, having adually 
received part of the money. On the trials the 
witnefles brcwgbt to fupport the charge were 
people of no repute or chara3er; nevcrthelefs 
he was found guilty, and condemned to lofe hit 
head. On the day fixed for the execution of 
bis fentence, on the found of a trumpet, the un- 
fortunate Atgava was brought forth to the fquire 
or parade t^ St. Anthony, in the city of Falmat, 
where, after his crime had been proclaimed, in 
great form by the public Crier, he was behead- 
ed according to his fentence; 

It is faid, that all the perfons concerned in 
this profecution periQied by violent deaths ; forn* 
by the hands of ihe Canarians, fome by the 
Gnanchcs of Tenerife, and others by the Moora 
in Barbary. Such was the end of the Governor 
Pedro Algava, who certainty was the caufe of 
his own untimely fate, by his unjuft and cruel 
treatment of Juan Rejon ; his refusing to admit 
htm as Captam-genenl of the troops, when he 
was fent from Spain as fuch by the Commtflion- 
era of the Conqueft, was a mean evafion, un- 
worthy the charaSer of a Gentleman. On the 
other hsml, as to Juan Rejon, if Pedro Algava 
was guilty of (he crime laid to his charge, be 
would have a3ed a better part had he fent hitn 
prtfoner to Spain \ for it is unbecoming a man 
of a generoUs or iioble fpirit to order the execu- 
tion of his declared enemy. When this a^ir 
Vol. I. O wai 
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v^ ttm(»8leA, Don ^an de Frias, fh« 6ith<^, 
VIS abfbta, bstv'mg gqne to take pAffeJSon of 
■ his billiopric of Rubiora in LancefoM, and K> 
. procure pfoviribnt for the foroei in Gran C»- 
oaria. 

Ths Dun Berewdas and others were trieil, 
and bnr^foBnd.guihyof n»atiny, andof raMing 
diHurbancBi among (Im troti^s, iiwre bani(h«d 
■theifland, and put«n boarda bark bouiidto Ge- 
mera. Somewritera Tay^ thai; Juan Rejon pr«- 
vailed with the msfler of the bark lo put ihem 
on ihore in a port of Oemeri where rhe iwiVes 
were in rebellion againft tiernand Peraza, fen 
of Diego 6s Hcrrerfe, and to aeqnaint them that 
fthefe people were kitnSt of Hernand Peraz*'; 
bul this wanii proof. Ttis bark 6rft touched 
-kt .the port of Rubicon, )n Lancerota, wheie 
ihey att went on Aioro, and were kindty re- 
■oeived by Diego dq Herrera Mtd Dono* Ignes 
il^raia has wife. 



C HA P. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



A O^gn a) lit Canaridtts ta deflrey eighty Eurt' 
peons. Fedn fUiVera arrivts at Gran €a~ 



WKI L E'tNeSpanianls were thus fpend- 
tng their time in difputes and quarrclit d- 
nwig Ibemfdtes, and negledcd ihe more eflerv- 
tial biifiiKfs of theconqueft of Canaria, Oora- 
mu, Guananeme tff Telde, with the Faycag 
And G^rcE, at&mbfcd to cohfider what u/as lt> 
be done with their prifonerSt who began to give 
tk«ni feme aneafinefs, as wetl on account of 
their iHimben, as' the difficiiliy of guarding 
tbcm and finding wherewithal (o Aibiift them, 
for providons became dally more and more fcarce 
h the ifland, by means of the frequent inroads 
of the SpiHiiards^ who dedroyed their com, ^nd 
carried off their catUe. The refutt of this coun- 
eft Was* W igf^emenr to put their captives to 
Aaih-; and to that emi every perfon was reqtiired 
to bring hls'prifoner toa place appointerf. When 
they were all brought thither, they were bound, 
tied to a ftake, and the fuel was put round them ; 
bst al the fire wa»'about to be kindled, a woman 
tsmfe running' tmtfards' the pt^Ce in great haflc, 
ealtthgeut aleiid'hoi to kindle iHe fire. It is re- 
|ported; that thts womah was held in great re- 
pnCatioh' snwng t^e natives, holding the rank 
of Lady ' AbbeTs, or chifif df the Magadas, or 
religious women. She had a fon prcfent, who 
C 2 was 
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-was ft Gayre, and who hid brought his prifoner 
-there with the reft ; to htm flie declared, that 
^e was ordered bj Acoran to warn him.^o bjive 
no hand in the death of the Spaniardt, otherwife 
fome dreadful affliSion would certainly be&t 
him. As the Canarians were veiT fuperuitious, 
and gave great credit to the preai&iom of re- 
ligious people, the Gayre^ Jior fen, imiiiediatelr 
let his prifoner at liberty; -which when the reft 
faw, they followed hit example, and thus the 
Spaniards were rdeafed, ihe paiurians telling 
them at the fame time to remember ^lie kindneu 
they had Jhewn them. My author add*, that 
the Gayre, the Ton of the nligious woman, was 
-fecrettya Roman Catholic; uad that be had a 
iidtT, who, after 4he «oDqtJGft of the ifland, 
'-wat married to one Malba Betancour, and that 
from this marriage Are defcesded the Betan- 
;C0ur3 of Gaidar : he had alfo a brother, named 
Autindara, from whom are delcended the heaWj 
(pf .Cabrcjas ia Canaria. 

;Bdt to tttura to Juan Rejon : He being now 
lavenged of hii enemies, be^o to turn his 
thoughts towards ^mpletinglhe cooqueft of the 
jfland, and with that view determined to majcc 
an inroad into ihediflriSof Taraarafeyte. Oa 
^is march towards thaf place, from theinotui- 
tains he difcovercd a Ihip {bnding in for the 
tfland, which .induced him to return back to the 
icity of Palmas. This (hip came with a new 
.Governor and Captain^encral of the force»{ 
for the King, Don Ferdtnando, being infonned 
^f the difcord among the oiScen employed is 
ihat b«rihefs, thought proper to fend Pedro dc 
Vera to Cuiaria, as a perfon in whom he could 
confide^ 
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confide, and whom tie judged to be pofTefTed oi' 
nery qualification Dcceflary in a civil or mititary' 
officer. WhcQ Pedro received the commiflioD, 
be went dire&Iy to the Commtllioners of the 
Conqueft at Seville, td receive thnr inCtrufiions 
likewife, and from thence to Xeres de la Fron- 
tera* where he direded his friends and relations 
to fiiiDifh every thing nccclTary for the espediti- 
00 he was going npcHi, in cafe the King's officers 
fliould prove dilatory in difpatching them. 
Then providing fome men and horfcs, he em- 
barked with them in the before-mentioned fliip' 
at Cadiz, leaving direfiions- with his fon, Fer- 
dinando de Vera, to toad two Ihips with troops, 
provifion, and ammunition, and to follow with' 
iril expedition-. He then fet fail, and arrived at- 
iheportof lOetesonthe iSthof Augufl, 1480,. 
where be imniediatel}' gave notice of his ar-' 
rival with the reinforceRient of troops and pro- 
vifioDt, Httf of bis> bavine left two ether fhips at 
Cadiz loading for the ifland. This news gave 
great fatisl^dion to all but Juan Kejon and the 
Alcalde Major, who had resfon to fear being' 
oiled toanaccDuni forthe feverilyof ihcir pro- 
ceedings agunfl Pedro de Algavai NevcrtheEefs, 
thay went to receive him with an appearance of 
cbeaTfulncfs, as (he bell way of concealing their 
apprefaenlions, Jiian Rtjon lodged the Gover- 
nor in his own apartments, which were in the- 
caftleask was called, and went himself to ano- 
ther houfo, not with Handing all that Pedro de 
Vera could lay to induce him to continue under 
the fame roof with him ; and immediately de- 
clared publicly his intention of returning to Spain' 
in the fame, ftiip which had brought over Pedroi- 
d».Vera, in order to give m account of his con- 
G 3 Avet. 
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6a& in Caoiria. When de Vera uaderileod. 
this, he told hint thu the veflel was very leaky, 
and oiberwlTe tinBt for his recepliofl, and thu.- 
thcoihcrt, expe&d ^om Cadiz, wereaotonly 
very commodious, but alfo new and Riongt 
and fhouJd be at his lervice, Bt^iet, he pre- 
tended, that being k> lately come to the liland. 
he nood in need of his advice, as an experienced 
leader, in the buCners of the conqueft, and one 
capabk of giving him inftght i/ito many parti- 
culars which might prove ot fervice to the in- 
teren of their Calhotic Majefliea. With fucb 
fpecious arguments he prevailed with him to re- 
main until the arrival of the twolhips, onboard 
of which were his two Ions. When they arriv- 
ed at the port of Ifletes, PeJro de Verx fcnt 
them orders not to conie aihore lutil they re- 
ceived notice from him ; and the next <day, ac- 
companied by Joan Rejon and many oi the 
ofRcers, he went on board the fhipti «t"he prc^ 
tended, to Ihew Juan Rejon (Mt in which he 
was lo embark for Spain; but when they were 
about to rerurn on fhorc, Pedro de Vera told 
that General and the Alcalde Major, thai they 
were hit prifoners, by, order of their Cathcjic 
Majellies: upon which they furrendered tbera- 
felves without any diflurbancc, and were broH^t 
10 trial with all expedition. The ceofeqilCRce 
of which was, that they were fcnt prifoners to 
Spain, in one of the fald fliips, the proceedings 
againfl them being fealed up and fent along with 
(hem. When Juin Rejon artifcd at cifiiUe, 
he foon procured hU releafement by means of his 
relation the General of the Ariillery, there bo- 
iBg no one of the parcy of Pedro de Al^^va then 
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at court to oppofi: his intereA there; To that he 
vu not onty fet at liberty, but foon after ob- 
tained the commaiKl of fome troops dedined for 
the conquA of the ifland of Palma. 

Before Pedro dc Vera's arrival at Canana, 
the Dean, Juan Bermudas, died at LaAccfota.c£ 
mere chagrJo and TcxatioBr 
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CHAP. XV. 

Pfdro de Vera maht art Inroad ^ tire Death of 
Doramaiy ijc, 

TH E new Governor, after having fent 
Juan Rejon to Spain, was derirous to take 
a view of the coantry \ and accordingly, taking 
vith him the horfe and lome infaatry, march^ 
to Arucas, where there was at that time a party 
of Canarlans, being the ifibe commanded by 
the valiant Doramai; who, when they faw the 
Spaniarda approaching, retreated to a mountain 
near the Tea, which now bears the name of Do- 
raniBB. The Spaniards flill advancing, Dora- 
mas fent a mcjjenger to challenge any one of 
them to fingle Combat, and dcGred that the 
champion who fhould accept it might advance^ 
Pedro de Vera would have gone to meet him, 
but was difliiaded by the officers, who repre- 
fented to htm the damage the King's affiiira 
might fuflain if any accident befel him. There 
w^s among the cavalry a Genileman named Juan 
de Hoces, who accepted the challenge, and ob- 
tained ieave from the General to engage the 
Canarian. When Dor&mas faw him approach- 
ing, he drew near and threw a fufmago, or dart, 
-with fuch force, that it went through the Spani- 
ard's target and coat of mall, and pierced his 
heart, fo that he dropt down dead in the view 
of both armies. Pedro de Vera, though ex- 
ceedingly grieved at this difafter, was in nowlfe 
daunted by the fate of his officer^ but advanced 
foigly 
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fingly witb great comporure to tiy his strength 
with this formidable champion. Dorsmas with. 
^eafure perceived ibe General conaing toward^ 
iuDDf as kcowitig who he was, and hoping Toon 
to fend him after his countrymtn ; fo taking aim. 
with a dart, he let fly at him; but the war^. 
General receiving it on one lide of his ihietd, it- 
flew off obliquely, andpaffedxlear of his body.. 
Doramai thcn^drew nearer, and threw another 
dart witb morfe. force than the former, which de 
Vera Itkewife avoided, by bowing himfclf and 
Ictlii^ it pafs^overbim;, then fpurring his borfe,. 
hedofediit with Doramat before he had time to 
take another' aim, and driving full at him with 
fais-Janccj Aruck him on the fide with fuch force* 
that be fell-to thegronndi he was prepaiing to 
fecond his-blow, . when Doramas waved. his hand 
M a. fignal that he fnrrendered himfelf prifoncr.' 
The. natives beholiUng. the fall of their chief, 
and thinking he was killed, immediately fell with 
fiirj' on the Spaniards to avenge his death ; fo - 
that an oblUoate conflid enfued, in^whichmany 
oF'tbe Canamns> were kiUed, and the reA ati 
Imgtb obliged to retreat to the mountain. Do- 
ramas, who was much wounded, deGred to be 
ceavenedand' baptized; upon which great care : 
was taket> of hiia, but in vain, foT' before the- 
ttmy' re«ched FalmaSf the figns of. deatll ap< 
pearled oahioi; fo that they baptized him on the 
^MOtt Pedro de Vedra ftanding godfather. Im- 
medialely after the ceremony he expired, and 
was interred on the top of a mountain : a circle 
or waU of flones was raifed round his grave, . 
with a crucifix in the centre. Some Canarians 
were prefenl at the funeral, who had voluntari- 
ly furrenderedthem&lves prifoners, in orderto 
G 5 attend; 
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attend iheir chief Doramas. Pedro do Verty 
simong other things he did at thai time, fitted 
out two vefTels, to go, Ms he pretended, opon 
an eipedition agninft the Guinches of Tenerifcj 
and by flir f|>eeches and large promifea prevailed 
on two hundred of the fubjeaed Caiiarians to 
emb»rk on board ihem ; but his reai dfeftgnwM' 
to fend them all to Spain, beifig fufpiciow that 
they gave intelligence to the enemy of his 
fchemes, and for that rcafen was defirous to 
have ihem out of his way. Accordingly the 
thips failed for Spain ; but as the Canaiiass lofl 
fight of the Pike of Tenerife (which, viewed 
from Gran Canaria, by itj tmmenle height, 
ieems almoin ctole toil), they •fufpefted the real 
dellination of the (hips, and threatened to thro«r 
every Spaniard overboanl, rf they dW not immedi- 
atelyTe[\iFn to Caiiftria. The Spaniards, dfead- 
ing the execution of ibeir ihreatiF, put into Lan- - 
cerota, which was the n«areft land, where they 
were received in a friendly manner by Diego do 
Herrera, who irnerfperfed the Canarian^ among 
the natives of ih« place, and provided 'lodging 
and entertainment for them. They reniainecf 
in Lancerota fonw time, and were aftepwai^ 
fent over to Barbary, to fuecour the cafltiuaf 
Agader Aguef, or Sania Croz, where they al- 
moft all periftied. Whes the news of their be- 
ing in LaBcerota, came to be knowrv to the Ca- 
narians that were in the city of Palmai, tbcy 
wefc' fo greatly offended, that they left the 
Spaniards, and joined their countrynwn in the 
mountains, from whence ihey renewed the war 
with redoubted vigour. 

CHAP. 
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C fl A P: XVt 



The Sfiftiardt build a Part at Gatte. 

TH E Spaniifds had hy %\i\s tinre made 
themrdvcs fflaflen of dlltrie tow grounds 
Btar the feaj the Canariins not darifig toven- 
(are down intothe plains, for fear of being mad; 
prifonera by fhe fffiatl parties of horfe fcaticred ' 
about theiuand, but vttt obliged to remain in 
the ttiounfains and in the plains Torrounded b/ 
fhem, the paflb fo^ which they fortified and. 
^ardedj 

' PiDRO DE VtRA, fiHding that he could not- 
force (hefe pafles, determined to build a foi't oW - 
the other fide of the iflan-d, in the neighbour- 
hood of the niAuntaini and lurking places fff the 
Batives, frbm whence he might make incurfions 
againft them, and be always fecare of aretreat. 
in cafft of being worfted. 

AccoftDiNGLT, taking tWofliipj welt man- 
Aed, he failed round theilfani, and landed at a. 
plice called Gaeie, which he found very com- 
modious for his purpofe, as it was well watered 
and abounded wfth fig-trees. He iherefore im- 
itiediately fet about building a frtiaSI fort of ftone 
atid lime, which was finithed in the fpace of two 
months. iiMka leai'ing a garrifon of thirty men 
ifl it, coWminded by one Alonzo Hcrnandej dc 
Luge), dn experienced foldier, he retmncd to the 
city of P^lmas. 

SaoH- 

n .Google 
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Sooy after, he fent part of bb.traopa to- 
ward; Ttrarara, to diflodge (bme Canariani who 
had fortified themfelvcs in a fteep and bdlow 
pafs on that road. The Spaaiards knowin^hdr 
fuperior force, and tlatcd by their late vi€iarj, 
marched boldly forward^ and without hefitatioD 
began to afceiid the fteep ; but the Canariant de- 
fended thcmfelvei fo well, by throwiDg ftmwa 
and tumbling dowa loofe fragments of rocka 
upon the enemy, that they oblige<f them to re- 
treat, with the lofi of twenty-five men killed^ 
and a great auinber wounded. Jiift after thia 
repulfe, Pedre de Vera came up with hii men* 
and feeing tbe Spaniards fo roughly bandied, 
dctermin^ t» revenge their lofs, and immedi- 
ately marched to attack the pars, which he forc- 
ed, obliging the natives to retreat, who probablj 
were not on their guard againft tbii fccond attack^ 
not eipeding the Spasiardft to return fo foon 
after ihcir deEeai. Among the chief men of 
the Canarians was Ventagoya, one of the 
Gayres of the diftrtfi of Gaidar, an enterprifing 
andyatiant man, who came to Palmas on pre- 
tence of being converted and baptized. He con- 
tinued a few days there, carefully obferving 
every thing, efpecially the fortifications of the 
town, the nature of the Spaniffa difcipline, and 
their manner of placing the guards and centinets. 
When he thought he had made htmlcif fufBci- 
cnily mafter of th^fc things, be returned to hu 
companions id the mountains, from whence he 
made frequent '{Mm in the night-time, and did 
the Spaniards confiderable damage^ by killing 
their guards, and making prifpners of thofc whom' 
neceHiiy obliged to go a-fifhing or gathering or- 
chilla. He then aUembled a great oiuuber of 
hit 
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tiit countirmen^ towbom-he propofed to ftorm 
the city of Falnuu in the night, and fo cut off 
ibc Spaniorda at one blow. This propofal met 
wlthgeneral approbilion, -and it was refolved to 
carry it into czccuiton. The manner agreed on 
was as follows : they were to. furround the city- 
ih the night, but the main attack wa& to be di- 
reded to that part which faced the fei^ as the' 
Spaniards thought themfelves mod. ftcure from, 
that q^iartcr. A- fmall p^rty. was to begin the 
6rfl attack on the laHd-li(k,jn order toalkrm the- 
gtrrifon uxl draw their whole force that war,, 
by which means the fide towards the'fea would: 
be left expoled. Their fcbeme was certainly^ 
well planned : but it. did not meet willj the fiic- 
ceis they expe3ed i forthofewhowcre to makie: 
the attack on the ]and-fide,. not beginning at the 
lime agreed on, and the troops who were lyings 
m wail by the fea-fide, hearing a noiTe in the 
town, imagined the attack already begun, and: 
mOiing out of their bidingrplaccs, mounted the 
walls, the valiant Ventagoya^ leading them on.' 
Upon this the guard and the whole garrifon be- 
ing Alarmed, defended the place with great le- 
fblutioii. The Canarians,,regardtefs of death, 
&)] in ^cat numbers, as did alfo many of' the 
Spaniards i but at tcngth the natives were re- 
pulfedl Pedro de Ter», fearing an ambufli, 
durft not venture beyond the trenches in purfuit 
of them, contenting himfelf with ordering the 
whole garrifon to remain under arms, left the 
Canarians fliould return the nest night and re* 
new the attack, ishofe defperate valour' he had 
already- dearly experienced. Some time after 
ihisy Ventagoya, having contrived a fort of 
fcaling- 
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fcaliDg-ladder, came by night tb tbe atf, at- 
tended only by one of his friends, and fCaled tbe 
wall without being perceived, leaving his com- 
rade on the out-fide to watch. He then went 
to a place where he knew horfes were kept, kil- 
led the centinei, who was alleep, and two horfes 
of Pedro da Vera's. Not being able to do more 
mifchief without being difcovcred, he returneil 
by the way he eniered ; but in h'K retreat was 
perceived by a centinei, who feeing a man go- 
ing over the wall, threw a fione at him, which 
fiunned Ventagoya fo that he fell into the ditch. 
The ceminel hearing no more noife after his 
Kttl, and believing he was fome foldier belonging 
to the garrifon, who wanted to flip away private- 
ly to go a-fifliingt was afraid he had killed him, 
and therefore did not alarm the guard, but re- 
mained quiet on his po(t. [t feems that, f<)me 
time before this, Pedro had given orders that no 
foldier Hiould go out of the city in ihe nighty 
on pain of death, Ventagoya^s comrade, who 
was waiting without, when he heard the noife 
of his fall, fearing an alarm, durft not venture. 
Into the ditch ; but in a (hort time after, finding 
sU quiet, he went in, helped him out, with 
great filence, and then thty went off tt^etber ^ 
though Ventagoya was greatly hurl by ibeblow! 
he received. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



yium Rejm nmet the faurlb Time U tit Canary 
IJUndt. 

JU A N R E J[ O N. as was fard before, hav- 
ing cleared his conchiS with regard to Pedro 
de Algava, and obtained a commiflion to tnake 
the conqueft of the iflands of Tenerife and Pat- 
ma, faited firotn Cadiz with four Ihlps, having 
on board three hundred men and twenty horfes ; 
Ins wih; and two of his young Tons accotnpany- 
ffig him in this voyage. He put into Gran Ca- 
naria, to procure re^fhments and vlfithisold 
acquaintance : however, he did not land there, 
fcut proceeded on his voyage to Palma. It is 
fiud, thai when. Pedro de Vera heard of his ar- . 
rival, he was greatly alapmed, fearing to fuffer 
the fame faic with Pedro de Algava, being con- 
fcious that he had injured Rejon by the treacher- 
om manner in uliicb^ he had fcized, and fent 
bim home prifoner. Therefore hefentAIonzo 
Jaimes, Juan Rejon's brothcr-inrlaw, on board, 
fo try to dilTuade him from landing, which he 
accomplifhed, and-prevailed or him to proceed 
on his voyage, by hinting, that his landing 
would only be produ3ive of commotions in the 
city, as Pedro de Vera was determined to op- 
pote him by force, and alfo that it would great- 
ly injure thofe who were his well-wifhers m the 
inandi Thefe reafons, together with the in- 
t'reaiies and tears of his wife. Donna Elvira de 
Sotomajor, prevailed on him to depart. On his 
voyage. 
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voyage, he wu obliged,, by ftnh of weather, to 
put into Gomera, where he and his familj^, with' 
eight men, landed to rcfrelh themfclvcs after 
their fatigues. The ^Gomerans brought them 
what re^lhinems the iHaod affi»^ed : but im- 
mediately difpatcbed advice of their arrival ttf 
Hcrnand PerazA, who therei^n font Ibme of 
his people to bring Juan Rej(Hi beFoie him ; who 
TcfuSng to obey his orders-, they attempted to 
compel him by force, when a fcuffle cnfued, ia 
which he was killed. Hernand Peraza immedi- 
ately publiffied a manifefloj to clear himfelf oE- 
having any hand is his death ; and affirmed that 
he hadonty fent people to bring him before him. 
to give an account of his motives for landing oik 
the ill and without his licence. He then made » 
vifit to Donna Elvira, to clear himfelf before her- 
oF the murder of her hufband, whom he cauf.. 
ed to iie interred in the mod honourable, place 
of the great chapel, and treated his widow and 
children with great tendemefsandrerped. Don- 
na Elvira, however, feized the firft opportunity, 
to write to her brother, Don Alonzo jaimes, ia- 
Gran Canaria, an account of all .that had psGT-i 
ed, intrcating him to come with all fpeed and 
take her out'of: the fight of herhufbatid's mur- 
derer. He accordin^y came, and reproached 
Hcrnsnd Peraza with bafely aflaflinating his 
brother, threatening him with his refentmenl. 
But Peraza, with many imprecat'ionsonhimfeK,. 
aflertcd his innocence. From Gomera Don A-. 
lonzo fet fail, with his filler, for Gran Canaria,. 
where Ihe would, not land; but was vifltcd ar 
board by the Governor and other officers of the. 
city, who furntflied her with, fuch refrefhmcnts 
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ts Ibe illaDd afforded. She then departed Ear 
Spain, accompanied hy her brother Don Alonzo 
jaimes. All the peo{Je who came with Juan 
Rejon for the conqueft of Palraa, with the pro- 
' vHioiu, were landed, and remained at Gran Ca- 
nari^. When Donna Elvira arrived at Caftille, 
flie appeared with her children before their Mk- 
jellies Don Fcrdinando and Ifabelia, imploruig 
their compaffion, and begrang that juflice mi^t 
be ezccated upon Hemand Peraza for the mur- 
der of her hniband, which fhe aflerted be had 
before attempteda when Jnan Rejon went fo 
Lancerota^ in quefi of proritions for his Ma- 
jefly's troops in Gran Canaria. The King and 
Queen were greatly moved with the diftrds of 
the widow and orphans of Juan Rejon, to tbe 
former of whom ihey alligned a peiifioii of 
twenty thoufand maravedis per annuc^ and gave 
her two houfes in Seville for her rcftdence, Tbey 
were pleafed alfo to order a judge to so over . to. 
tbe illand of Gomera, there to make enquiry 
concerning her bufband's murder, and to bring 
Hernand Peraza prifoner to Callille. When 
Donna Elvira came to Seville, the got intelli- 
gence that the judge had been bribed by the, 
Duke of Medina Sidonia (who was a relatton o£ 
Hernand Peraz;a) and that he remained at Port- 
Sl Mary, under pretence of being Hck ; upon> 
which {he applied again to their M4^ies> who- 
appointed another judge to go ovejr with th» 
fame com million, whichhe esecuted,and brought 
Hernand Peraza prifoner to Callille, where he- 
was detained fome tune i. but being related to. 
fome of the beft families ia>tha; kingdom, great 
application was made tQ their Majf^iej for. hia. 
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life, kni alfo to Ibe widow Donna Elviri. By- 
meana of thefe mterceflions, he obtained his 
pardon^ on condition of fer-Tiitg with fome Go^ 
raerans in ihe reduSion of Grvi CMHria, until. 
It was cofiquervH, on - pain of death in c;afe oi 
non-com pi iatico- But the prmcipal caufe which 
procured him his parddn, was the following :: 
there was at court at that lime, one Donna 
Bcairtz, Bobadilli, a lady of extreme beauty, and', 
o(rt of tht Queen's Maids of Honour, for whom th* 
King Was fuppofed to have a pailion : now faer 
Majf^y ihoBght the had found it good opportu-- 
niiy of getting rid of h«r rival from court in an 
honourable way, by marrying her to Hernand 
Prraza. This deiignfheefFeded; and it is pro- 
buhlc that on this account he obtained his par-, 
don, on condition of ferving in the conqucft of 
Gran Canaria. After the nuptials wefe cele-- 
braled, be embarked for the Canary Iflands, anj 
arrived at I'anceroia, where he and his fair 
Ipoufe were kindly received by Diego de Herr»- 
ra and Dobna Ignci PeraU. They afterward* 
went to Gomera, where he r»fed a body of 
eighty of the natives, with whom he returned 
to Lanccrota, wliere he raifed a number- more, 
amounting in the whole to one hundred and fifty 
men. With thefe and twelve horfes he went to 
Ciran Canaria, in order to fulfil ihe conditions 
of his pardon. On the firft of FcbruarVt 1482, 
be landed ti Gaeie, where Pedro dc Vera had 
built the fort, as before-mentioned, the garrifon 
of which was commanded by Alonzo Fernandez 
de Lugo ; from ihence he wrote to Pedro de 
Vera, aicufmg himfelf for not (irfl waiting upon 
bimat Palmas, giving u his retfon,. that he had 
heard: 
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heard Don Alonzo Jairaes, brother to Donna 
Elvira, was in ihat city, to whom he did not 
chufe 10 give umbrage, and begged he might be 
allowed lo remain w^ere he was. This requefl 
V3S granted ; and the Governor managed mat- 
ters fo as to bring about a reeoDciliatioa between 
him and Al<»nz« Jaimes. 
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CHAP. XVIIt. 



Tbe Oumarttm* of Gaidar laJam Pi-ifintr. 

A Few dayi after the arrivarof HunaruJ Pe> 
raza, at Gaete, Pedro de Vera fcntoTders- 
to him and Alonzo da Lugo to make an incnr- 
lion upon (he diftrid of. Gaidar ata certain time, 
on which he hixnfelf. was to make another from 
the citj oE Palmas, that fo the Datives might 
be divided, and:obtif[ed to defend themfelves on 
both fides at once. Accordingly Pedro de Vera 
fet out from Palmas and marched towardi Gai- 
dar, bj*. the wav of Arncas^ where he baited 
and remained' all' night; the fame night Al6nzo 
de Lugoftnd- Demand Perazt fet out Jrom Gaetc 
. towardi Gaidar, by the way of Artenara, where 
they made a.confiderable booty, and killed feve- 
ral of' the Canarians, but not without fome ioft 
on their own IWe, u the enemy fought dcfpe- 
raiely tofave their flocks. Early in the naorn-, 
ing PerazaTs party entered the vitUgei of Gaidar,. 
where they furprifed and made prifoners the 
Guanarteme Cuanache Semeden^ and fifteen o- 
ther Canarians, together with their wives and 
children, who had come from the mountuns the 
night before to flfeep in their houfes,. not (iifi . 
peding that the Spaniards were fo near, for mod- 
of the natives- were now obliged to retire iir 
fmall bodies. After this, Peraza and Lugo lent 
to.Pedrp.de Vera, who came and jaincd them^ 
with; 
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vnth his party. ITict then divided the fpoif, 
referving a fifth part for the King. After which 
Fferaza returned with hii troops to GaetCj u did 
Pedro de Vera with hit men 10 Palmas, carrying 
with him the Guanarteme of Gaidar, by whole 
means iie hoped foon to become maftcr of the 
ifland ; and the more readily to eSe^lthis end, he 
thought proper to lend him over to Spain to thdr 
Catholic Majefiies, together with four Gayres. 
He accordingly delivered them to the charge of 
one Miguel Morifca, with orders to treat them 
well, and make every thing as agreeable to theM 
as he could. He Tent alfo with them an inter- 
preter, one Juan Major, who underftood and 
fpoke the C^narian language perfedly well. 
When they arrived in Spain, rfiey were fent to 
court, and prefented to the King and Queei^ 
who gave tnein a moft gracious reception. The 
Ouanarteme took particular notice of every 
thing he faw there, being ftrack with admiration 
at the wealth and power of the Spanifli naticn, 
and the fplendor of its court; but above all, at 
the 'magnificence and folemn grandeur of the 
Romifh worlhip: he fell 00 his knees bcfon 
their Majellies, debiting to be baptized, and 
begged they would condefcend to be his fponbrs; 
which requeft they condefcending to grant, he was 
accordingly baptized by the name of Ferdinan- 
do. The King gave orders to entertain him 
fplendidly, and granted him and his companions 
liberty to return to Canaria. Before their de< 
parture, he made them man^ prefents, exhorting 
them to ufe their utmod endeavours to convert 
their countrymen, and bring them under obe- 
dience to the crown of Spain ; promiQng at the 
fame time, Lbat all thofe who Ihould voluntarily 
fubmit 
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fubmlt tp bis 4omi^i<Hi, fliopld t>e protefied by 
him in the full enloymtat of tbdr liberties and 

Tbe Guanartfimc then bagged his Majelly 
would beftow on him the valley in Gran Catu- 
ria* called Guayayedra, being a place aboundiag 
with fig-trees and with paAure for his flocks ; 
which requefl the Ki^g readily granted, and (be 
.GuaELarteme exprefied ihe rnoH grateful feaiiE of 
that and the many other favours be had received 
at his hands. 

1 Pedro di Veka had written to court, fet- 
tfRg forth ihe 'abfolute neceflity there wu for 
feodipg more troops and provifions to the iQand, 
having loft niany men in the different attacks on 
the Datives, by Knfnaof the extreme rugged- 
Befs of the mountains W which they had retir- 
fld. He a\b reprefentcd, tbal on account of 
the Jong war, the ground iay unoiitirated, fo 
that DO provifion was to be procured, excepting 
only a few (hetip and goats, which his people 
fometimes took from the natives, in their dil^ 
rent incurlions againft thcat, and at the utmoft 
Juzard of their lives. His Majedy taking this 
into cotifideration, gaw Migud Morifca orders 
to go to the mountains of Bifcay, and raife two 
hundred men with all poQibJc diligence. With 
tfaefe recruits Miguel Morifca embarked for C>- 
iiaria, taking with htm Guaoache Scmeden^ 
Guanarteme of Gald&r, the four Gayres, aad 
Juan Major the interpreter^ to whom and his 
heirs the Ki(ig made a perpetual grtni of tfie 
office of Aiguazil Major of Gran Canartai which 
office his defcendants have long fincc loA by their 
negled and abufe of it. 

Whue 
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While Miguel de Morifca '^qu at court, he 
begged that ihieir MajeAIcs would allow Her- 
Mnd Peraza the liberty to return Co bis illand of 
Gomersi which requcft tbcy were gracioufly 
pleaftd to grant. 



CHAP. 



i 
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CHAP. XIX. 



ne Hq}j BretberhcoJ * ef Andahfia fend Troops I 
/« Caitaria. I 

IMuzDiATELT after the departare of Miguel 
Morifca with his two hundred Bifciyners 
(inofi of whom were bowmen) the King font 
orders to the Holy Brwherhood of Andalufia to 
furnifh the CommiflioDcrs of the Conqueft with 
two com[>anies of Ginetes, or light horfe, ind I 
a company of bowmen, in all one hundred and ' 
fifty toot and fifty-fire horfe ; which they put on 
board five fliips at St, Lucar de Barameda. Thefe 
fliips met with a Aorm in their paflage, which o- 
bligedonebf ibem to put into Lancerota, where 
Ibe was loft going into the harbour of Recife, but 
the crew were fared, and fent IVom thence by 
Diego de Herrera to Canaria, where the other 
four arrived in fafctj, to the great fatista&on of 
the Spaniards who were on that ifland. 

Pedro ok Vkra, now finding himfelf well 
fupplied with men-and provifionSf fet out to at- 
tack the Canarians in ihe mountains. Thefe . 
people, on the arrival of the Cuaoarteme of | 
Gaidar from Spain, were Riacii with aftoniflt- 
tnent at the wonderful things he related to them 

* The Santa Hcrmaiidxd, or Holy Brotherhood, 
wasinAitated in ^uun in times of gieai coofulioa, to 
' fupprefi lobbera 

concerning 
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concerning thst country, and of the power of rhe 
Spaniards; for, in order [o perfuade the Cana-. 
rians to yield obedience to the King nl Spain, 
the Guanarteme had gone to Gitdar, where he 
aflembied all the chiefs of the people, andre^ 
prefentcd to them ihe power of ihe Spaniards, 
and how vain and imprudent it would be to at- 
tempt to hotd out any longer againll them : and 
that fuch obOinacy could only end in their de- 
Aru&ion. Some were moved with his ^Tont, 
and accordingly came and fubmitted ihenlVves ; 
but far the grcatell part refufed to give car to 
bis advice, and proceeded to ele3 for their Ge- 
neral the valiant Tafarte, and for their King 
the foit of the late Guan'arteme of Tclde, but 
not till they had firft offered the fovereigniy of 
the ifland to Don Ferdinando, late King^ Gai- 
dar, whom they entreated to quit the party of 
the Spaniards, and take his chance with them. 
On his refufmg ihetr offer, rhey reproached him 
with having abandoned his brethren, lo fide with 
a people guilty of breach of faith to thofe who 
embraced iheir religion, and,rubinitted to them ; 
■Hedging at the fame time feveral inftances of 
the Spanifli perfidy, and among the reft, that of 
Pedro de Vcra's having trepanned ihe two hun- 
dred Canarians out of the ifland, under the 
pretence of fending them 10 Tenerife, to fight 
againfl the Guanches. They told him, that as 
foon as the Spaniards Oiould have brought all 
the natives under fubjeSion, they would behave 
to them juft in ihfr fame manner ; for, " What 
confidence, faid ihey, can we repofe in a people 
who are not alhaipcd to break ihcir promifes 
and engiigements ? As to us, rather than fubmit, 
we will retire to the rugged mountsinB and inac- 
VoL. 1. H ceflible 
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.ceffible pBrts of the Uhnd, whither we will drive 
our flocks ; and bf fortifying the pafles, we (hall 
)be abte to maintain our inckperKJence, tnd de- 
fend ourfelves to the laft." Don Ferdinando, 
.the Guanartcflie, feeing their obltintcy, retum- 
,ed to Palmas, and gave an account of what pafC- 
.ed to Pedro ^e Vers, who thereupon j^folicd 
immediately to attack the Canarians. He for 
that piupofc gathered together til hij troops, ex- 
,cept thofe ,which he left to garrifon the city of 
Palirnl^ and went to lay fiegc to the (bitified^ 
jiafs of Venlagoya, which he inveAed by block- 
ade, and contiiHud before it£fteen Aajt, ima- 
gining he lhoD4d oblige the natives, who were 
jbut up there with their wives and children, to 
furrender or perifh by hunger; but in this he 
was raiftaken, for they had with ihemproTiriom 
for fome months; When he underftood this, he 
marched againft the pats, in order to force it , 
.fword jn 'hand, but was vigoroufly repulfed by 
the naiT*es, with the lofs .of eight men, and 
ft vera) wounded; for as (bon as they perceiveif 
him approaching, they tumbleddown huge {tones 
frorn the J>recipices upon him and his people-, 
and threw fuch a 'Ihower of ftones and darts, 
■that (hey were glad to retreat. Defpairing of 
fbccefs, he mowed off towards Tirarano and 
Acayro, where he look » great quantity of cattle. 
From thence he marched againft another naTu- 
ml fortrefs, called Tirana, a place of great 
(Irengihi which fome of the natives, who- had 
retired thither, had rendered flitl lironger by 
jfft, and where they thought themfelves perfeS- 
iy fccufe, therefore were carelefs, and kept no 
look-out to obferve the enemy's motions. But 
PetfrodeVera and- his troops, joined by fome of 
the 
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dieeonv^(ednMi<e», ceme tuddenl^upon tfacm, 
killed twenty ©f the CanuSans, tiirprized and 
feizcd the f<wtrtf»4 Mgethsr with a4l liw provi- 
fions therein. However, at Toon as the nstivci 
fou)i4 thM Ibe SpanioF^ twd <)efci<te^ Titraa af- 
ter pliirKleVtng it, they reranied tttiiber,- fortifi- 
ed it ftiM#r and toolc oore to kee[t d better look'- 
out than tti«-y had dtme lMfMe< Pecifo dc Vera 
procoeded neiM to *• Arong boM called Arddlar, 
liiuafed abaut'a gm-ftiGt op Ftom the bottom 
of »¥ Mi. ft wa» furiwandfld fay Aeep rocks, 
having eMy otte naFTOw paCs ttiH led to a nattira^ 
gaKcry above, whictiwent roondthe moantain; 
above that gallery was another row of deep pre- 
cipices, having ^narrow path leading to th^ to[i 
ef the montit^ain; whicb wBb level, and bid a 
^ingoF cxcellem wster. Tbitber tome of the 
Cailarians retired for rccority, with their chil- 
dren and' efi«Sis. The Spartiards forced this 
place alfo, taking many prifoners, with much 
cattle, and killing thole who defenikl the pafles ; 
two women, to avoid falling into the enemy's 
hands, threw themliiiveig down from > precipice^ 
and were dalhed tn-piecet } the precipicff has beeti 
everfiD'ct! ifrinXtlRifcsde-lM'Mugeres, i.e. th< 
Women's Rock. From thenee the Spaniards 
proceeded' to another hold called Fataga, which 
tfaey forced a)fo. The natives whofoltowed Ta- 
farte, ot»fcrvhig the force of the Spiniards to 
increafe daily, and that their Aeep and rugged 
precipices could not fecure them from the ap- 
proaches of the enotoy, took ihecounfel of Don 
Ferdinaixk) of Gaidar, and fubmicted to Pedro 
te Vera; among iltefe were the Faycag, uncle 
of Don Ferdiaando. The valiant Tafarte how- 
ever did not foHow (be example of bts ceuntry- 
H 2 men. 
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(nen, but feeing hitnfeir- defertect, and that hone 
of his tribe were witling to (land by him and 
make head sgainll the Spaniards, he refolved to 
die rather ihan fubmit, and accordingly went to 
the top of a fleep precipice, where calling out 
aloud, Atiriirma ! Aiirtifma! (which was the 
manner in which the Canarians invoked God) he 
thr«w himrelf headlong down, and perilhed. 

Pedro de Vera Hill continued his progrefs, 
hunting the dlArelled Canarians /rotn their fe- 
yeral caverns and hiding-places, until he came 
to a Ilrong hold called Ajodar, where moft o( 
Jhem were gathered together, with their wives 
and children, refolved to defend thetnfelves to 
the laft extremity, .and to throw themfclves over 
the precipices^ rather ih^n fubmit to their enemy. 
The Governor and all the officers, with the 
G^anarteme of Gaidar, were of opinioti, that 
it wovid be beft to mal^e the attack on. that fide 
.next the fea. Accoidinglyhe fent moA of the 
troop^ that 0ay, with direSions to the officer 
jvho commanded them, not to begin the attack 
till fuch time as he fhould fend him orders, in- 
tending to Aorm the place on both fides at oncov 
But this officer t^^iguel de Morifca) and the Bif> 
caynerg who were vilh him, being animated 
with a defire of revenge for the lofs fuflained at 
Ventagoya, did not adhere to the direSiona 
given them by Pedro dc Vera, thinking ihey 
were di3aled by cowardice or over-caution, and 
began boldly to climb the rocks, until they ar- 
rived at the firft ftation, where they found no one 
to difpute (he palTage againft them. The Cana* 
fians, having all this. lime been reconnoitring 
their motions, fuffered them to. proceed unmo- 
\eCied until they had all entered the 6rA pafs} 
when 
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frhen on a fudden giving a great Ihout, they luni' 
bled down an immenfe quantity of huge Hones 
upon them from the adjacent heights. The 
Spaniards, unable to refift this unexpeded ar>- 
tack, fought their fafety by flight, but in vain, for 
the pafs by which ihey had alcended was fo very - 
narrow and fteep, th4t they could only cra»vl 
down one by one on all fours: and now a moll 
dreadful carnage of the fugitives enfued, Miguel 
Morifca and moft of the Bifcaynen being llaiigb- 
lered by the natives. ButPedrode Vcracnming 
up on the other fide, prevented their total de- 
ftrudion^ and Don Ferdinandoof Gaidar, whom 
the natives dill refpeSed, prevailed on them to 
fpare many of their lives. 

Thk number of the natives afTembled at Ajo- 
dar, at the time they were attacked by the Spani- , 
ards, is fiiid to have been about three hundred. 
After this defeat, the feverefl the Spaniards had 
efer experienced fince their fird attempting the 
conqueft of the iiland, Pedro de Vera retired to 
Palmas, to take care of his wounded, of which 
there was a great number, and above fifty were 
left dead upon the fpoi. 



H3 



THE HISTORY OF 



CHAP. XX. 



TbtSf^uei oftbtCanquifi. 

PEdro be Vera, tSlex having made fomc 
(lay lU Pafmas, to rcfrelh his troops and rc< 
cover thofe that were wounded, rauftercd all hit 
forces, conHfting of CallilliaM, the natives of 
LancerotB, Fuertaventura, and ihe other iflands, 
with the Companies of the Hdy Brotherhood^ 
as alfo fomc of the reduced Caniriaos, afnovnt- 
ing in (he whole ta about a theuf^id man, TbeTe 
he coiiipletely fumiflicd wirh arms and all other 
QCceHaries, deicrnnining to maks an end of the 
conqucft before fee returned to Palmas. 

Finding by his fpies, that all the CaHdridttt 
weie aflembled at Anlhe, a place deemed im. 
pregnable, together with their wives atxl chil- 
dren, he marched thither, and pitched his camp 
at the bottom of (he mountain. Don Ferdinan- 
do bf Gaidar, knowing that hi} countrymen 
were determined to die rather than furrender to 
the Spaniards, went, with the confem of the 
Governor, to'try what he could do with them 
by the means of perfualion. So foon as they 
beheld their old Guanarteme, they crowded a- 
bout him with loud acclamations, and every one 
prefent wept a long time before they were able 
lo utter a word : the Guanarteme wept alfo in 
fympathy, aiwl obferved a profound fllence. The 
number of the natives then aflembled was about 
fix 
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£x huadfcd fitting men, and a thoafand womcti 
and childreti, among whom were all ihc nobles, 
with the Fayca^ and the young Guanartcme of 
Telde. This youth wa» on (he. point of being 
married to -the King of Gaidar's daughler, then - 
pTeTents by wktch marriage be propofed ro make 
bimfelf King of the whole iflind. After their 
grief began to find tcM in wordi, Don Ferdi- 
nando, in an eloquent fpecch, accompanied wiih 
»ears, conjured them lo hare compaflion on iheir 
wives and children, and to lay alide all thoughts 
•f refiftance, which would only end in their own 
deflrudion ; adding, tbal he would take upon him 
to be anfwerabte for the Spaniards, that ihcy 
fliould treat them well ; proted them in the pof- 
Jeflionof (heir liberties and effeds; and that efpeci- 
al regard (hould be had to the rank and digniiy of 
the nobles, which Ihould in nowifc fuffer. With 
thefe and the like foothing fpeeches, he at length 
prevailed on the natives to furrender, which 
they did by throwing down their arms, and at 
(be fame time fetting up a difmal howling and 
crying. The yoang Guanarteme of Telde,-fec- 
ing his hopes thus biaded, went to the brow of 
a precipice, accompanied by the old Faycag, 
'where embracing each other, and calling out 
Atiriilinal they threw themfelves down aiiij 
periflied together. Whenihe tumult and weep- 
ing were a little fubftded, Don Ferdinands brought 
the Canarians down 10 the c»mp {among whom 
was his own daughter Tenefhoia) and prefenied 
them to Pedro de Vera, by whom they were 
courteoufly received aiid entertained : he felt no 
fmati fatisfadion to fee the natives fo eafily 
brought in, being fenlJble, that, if they had re- 
folved not to hearken to the perfuafiona of Don 
H 4 Ferdi- 



152 THEHISTORYOF 

Ferdinaiido to Airrender, he couM not have made 
himfelf mafterorthe place without much blood- 
fhed. The Bifhop, Don Juarrde Frias, who was 
thenprefeni, having a few days before arrived 
from Lancetola, fuDg Te Deum on the occafi- 
on. This event happened on the 29th of April, , 
1483, being feventy-fcten years after the firft 
allctnpt upon the ifland by John de Belancour. 
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CHAP. xxr. 



Cenfequtneei of ibt Sufrendtr of AnjiU, 

THE day of the Tuirender of- Anfue is held 
annually as a great feftival throughout the 
iSand of Canaria, by a folemn proceffion, in 
which is carried the llandard that was then in 
the campj it being depofiied in the church of 
81, Anna, pafronefs of the ifland, and mother 
of the Virgim Don: FerdinandoV daughter, 
Teneftioia, was baptized by the name of Donna 
Calherina, and married to Don Ferdinando de 
Guzman^ Ton of Alonzo Guzman, nephew to 
Ferdinand Perez, Lord of Vaires and Alcubil— 
lette, in the Kingdom of Toledo ; of which mar- 
liage are-defcended the Guz-mans of Gaidar, in 
Canaria. Don Ferdinando of Gaidar had ano- 
ther daughter, named Tenaguan, who was mar- 
ried, to a perfon of the name of Betancour, a 
fon of one of the Norman BetHncours by a> 
danghter of the King of Lancerota. Fefdinan- 
dohimfelf was afterwards killed by the Guincbes- 
in an expedition to Tcnerife. When the troops- 
returned from, the conqueft to the city of Pal- 
mas, the Standard-bearer, £)on Alonzo Jaimes 
de Sotomajor, afcended the tower, and waving 
the Oandaid, called out three times. " Canaria, 
Canaria, the Gran Canaria, now belongs to their 
high and moft potent Majefties, Don Ferdinan- 
do and DonKa Ifabella, King and Queen of Caf- 
H 5. till* 
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tille and Leon." The illand thus happily re- 
<kiced, ihe Governor fent back to Spain what 
troops were remaining of thofe which had been 
lent out \o him by the Holy Brotherhood ; with 
them went many officers and gentlemen, who 
did not'chufe lo fetile in the ifland, but were 
rather deOrous to ferve in the-conque(l of Gra- 
nada, Pedro de Vers fcnt advice by them lo: 
Iheir Majeflies of the entire reduSion of the 
Ultnd, at ihe fame time recommending thole 
who had fcrved techfully in the war, to the roy- 
al favour ; and alfo reqnefting that people might' . 
be fent over to inhabit tlte ifland. The news- 
gave ihe King entire raiiafaSion ; he imnnedi- 
atelv ordered great part of the lallds in Canarta. 
to be diHributed Bmang the foldiers, according 
to their rank and merit ; arid gnnted extraordi- 
nary privileges and tmmniHtici to thofe that went 
to fettle in the ifland, who, for the mod part,. 
vme peopje from the province of AndaluTia,, 
ptrtictilirly from the county 'of Niebla. He or- 
dered a number of fruit-trees, fJanti, and fngar- 
canes to be lent to Canaria, from the ifland of:' 
Madeira, which throve and multiplied there eKf 
ceedingly, the foil and ciimate being extremely 
well adapted to the growth of almoliavery luniii 
•f vegetable. The Bifhop aod Governor diftri- 
buted the children of the Canariana oFbcihiexes 
amongd the Spaniards, lo he iaflru£ted in the 
faith and doctrine of the Chtjrch of Rome; 
and, lo avoid fcandal, the girls were commitied-. 
to the charge of the married women, uid the 
boys to the unmari-ied men. 

Agreeable to their Majeftica inflmftioos, 
Ac Goveinor,, Pedro de. V«ra, chofe from a- 
• nioog . 
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meng the gentry twelve Regidores*, to govern 
(he iSand in civil matters, with a Secretary, Al- 
gaazil Major, Uoder-cltrki, and Algua^ls, with 
other civil officen : thefe were called the Cavil- 
do. The Bilhop, Don Juan dc Frias, earncftly 
deured to have his fee removed from Rubicon, 
in Lancerota, to the city of Paimas, which he 
obtained fame years after, in the pootificaie of 
Pope Innocent VIII. to the greH fatisfadion of 
Pedro de Vera And the reft -of the inhabitants of 
Gran Canaria. 

On the aoth of February, 1487, at Sala- 
UMica, this \HtLtd was, with great fotemnity, 
incorporated inia the crown <^ Caftille, with 
the title of Kingdom, asd dtelarcd tree from all 
pechos and alcavalas f. In the fame yiar, Pope 
Icnocent VIII. gave the patroni^ of iht ^fhop- 
ric of Canaria, with its faenc&ccs, to Ihtt Kisg 
ot Spain aad his fuccelfori for evM*. 

Im 1499* the King of Spain fcnt a body of^ 
laws atxl charters to Canaria, for the. govern- 
raent of its inhabitants-; and at the fame line 
coii£r(ncd certain regultiians which had been' 
ffirmerJy made by the natives. 

In 151 ji the ^peror Charles V. gave to the 
city of Paimas, iha title of Noble and Royal. 

• The twelve Regidbrnvreie Pedro Garcia de St. 
Doroiago, Fernando del Frado, Diego de Serita, . 
Franctfco de Torquemada, Fraocifco de Efpinofa, , 
Martin de Efcalsnte, ALonzo Jaime) de SoiomajAr. . 
Pedro de Vurma the Standard -bearer, Juan de Seve- - 
lio, Juan Majfliente, Juan de Majorga, and Diego ' 
Miguel; all of whom weretmployedin tb«Gonqueft. 
The ^ce of Regidere ia mucb the fame- as that of - 
the Twenty-font before- mentioned. 

■j- Certain iaiand duties p?id in Spain.- 
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Ciiy of Palmas; berore that time tt wis called 

the lown of Patinas. 



CHAP. XXII. 

Of the Dtatb of Diego de thrrera. 



DIego de Hekrera, after having made 
divers incurfions inio the unconquered pa- 
nary Iflands, as has been mentioned in the courfe 
oF ihis hiflory, btfides many others on the coall 
of Barbary, adjacent to thefe iflands, fell fick, 
xnd died ki Fuertaventura, the 22d of June, 
1485, aged ferenty years and upwards: be was 
buried in the monallery of Si. Buenaventura, 
which himfelf had founded. One Gonzalff Ar- 
gote de Molina, one of the Twenty-four of Se- 
ville, and who was married 10 Donna Juana de 
Ayala, dauehter of Don Augoftin Herrera^ 

-'Mart^uis of Lanceroia, caufed the following in- 

: &ripiion to be placed on hit tomb : 

Here lies 

The noble Knight, Diego de Hbrr^ra, 

Lord ard Conqueror of the Seven Iflands, the 

Kingdom of Gran Caoaria, and of 

the Narro* Sea of Barbary, 

Thirteenth of the Order of Si. fago, 

one of the Council toKing Henry IV. and lo 

Ibeir Ca[hoIi(;Majel)i<s, IXin Ferdinando, and 

Donna Ilabellfl. 

One 



. THE C A N A R Y I SL AN D S. t-sif 

Oncof the Twenty-four of the City of Seville, 

Founder of this Convent, and Son of the Dobk 

Pedro Garcia de Fcrrera • 

(Mar(ha) of Caftil^, Lord of the Village of 

Ampudia and of the Houfe and Village of 

Ayala; Caplain-generalof the Sea-coad 

of Guipifco'a, one of (he King's 

Council)'by his Wife 

Donna Maria dc Ayala Sarmientoi 

He fubdued and made Vaflals- 

Nine Kings of Tencrife, 

antt Two of Gran Canaria; 

Necarricd hisviSorious Arms^overtoBarbary^. 

where he led captive many Moori. 

ta Africa he bailt the Caftic of Mar Pequeno-f^. 

which he aftcrwarda-defended againft 

the Sheriff and his ArB>y.' 

He was at War with Three Nations at once* 

Portugueze^, Pagans, and Moors j 

All whom he vanquifhed witbout-Affiftancefrom 

any Crowned Head: 

He married Donna Ignes Peraza de Im Cafas^ 

Heirefs of thcTe Iflands. 

How far Diego de Herrerftdcferyed this pom- 
pous epitaph, the reader may judge by what he 
bas feen of bis atchievements in the courfe of 
this hiCtory. He left behind him three Tons and 
two daughters, namely, Pedro Garcia dc Her— 
nera,' Sancho Herrera, and H«rnand Peraza; 

<* Or Herrera jF and H in Spam'fli be rag often 
nfed iodifierently at the begiDniog of a word. 

f Mar Pequeno, i. e. Little or Narrow Sea ; Co 
called becaufe that Caftje was builc upon ihe coaft of 
the narrow Tea or chaand which feparaies hanceroia 
and Fucitavenioia from the Coaft of Aftica, 

the 
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the duigliters were Donni Marit 4e AyBla> wlio 
wts ncrried to Diego de Svlva, Count of PoA- 
Ulegre, in Portugal ; and Donna Conflanza Sar- 
mieato, married to Pedro Hernandez de Saya- 
TcdiVi Marfhal of Sahara. Some time before 
bis death, he divided his cflate on the iilands be- 
tween Saocbo Herrera and Hernand Peraza. 

To Hernand Peraea, who wai his favourite, 
be left the iflandi Gomcraand Hierro. This 
man was fucceeded by a fon which be had br 
his wife Donna Beatrix, Bobadilk, named Guil- 
len PerazA de Ayaia, and fliled Count of Go- 
tnera. He fold the two iflandi for lieven tiMti- 
faitdducata to his own Ton Don Diego deAyala: 
be died in T567, and bis fon in 1586. 

To his f(Mi SMKho Herrera he bec|tie*thed a 
certain portioa of the rcntand jorifriidion of the 
ifbmds Lancerota and PuertavenUira, with the - 
uninhabited illands of Alegranza, Lobos, and 
£uta Qara, together with Ibme lands in Spaia. 
One of hie defcendantSf named A ugu 11 in Her- 
' rera, was feni by PhiUp II. with three hundred 
men to tlte ifland of Madeira *i u Captain-general 
thereof* with the title of Count. For his fer- 
Ticea there, he was created MarqnisofLanctro- 
ta, in theyear 15B9; he died in i^Si^ and 
was fucceeded by his- fon, atfe called Abgilftin 
Herrera, 

* Philip if. of Spuflt redneed Foitngjal with a)lha 
dependencies, in fubjeCtion to ihe crown of Spain, . 
tad svonK the reft the iQaitd of Mtdeira. I fsppole 
this Augnlin Herrera w» fcfll, wiih the thcce hun- 
dred men above- mentioned, to lake poflefltafl of it. 
1 imagine ii was his fon whom [he £atl of Cumtei- 
ilailiiitetuledtofiirpnzeiBibByBar 1596. 

CHAK'. 
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CHAP, xxin;- 



PeJm de Vera gtet ta.ih JJJanJ 0/ Gimen;. 

WHILE Pedro de Vera wai governing; 
Gran Con^ria in peace, to the fatisfadi' 
SB of ihe iiihabi^nts, and enjoying the fniit of' 
hfE laboDrs in the conqo^,- be received lettcii' 
irom Lanccrota, from Donna Ignes Perazaj wi- 
dow <^ Diego de Hcrrera, informing him that: 
Wfoa,. Demand Pcraza, was in great danger 
at Gotneray the natives there having rebefled »- 
gainft him. She entreated his afliftance To quell 
them, aid at tb» fame time Tent fomc ve{&U- 
and trvops to join-ihofe. he might be pleafed to- 
order from Gran Canaria. 

Pedko db VBRAimmediatelygathcredwhai^ 
,nai he could fpare, embarked ^bem on board' 
two veflcit that were, in the port of Iflctei aod : 
thofe from Fuertavcniura, and failed for Gome- 
n, wbere he found Hcrnand Pcraza befkged in - 
a tower. bf the- natives; who, when they faw 
the fhipB, raifed the fiege, and took refuge in a : 
firong place in the mountaitis. Pedro de Vera . 
went in parfuit of, and took (hem prifoners. 
SiDme of ihetn he pot to death for an example ; . 
the red he pacdoned at the interceHion of-Her- 
lund Peraza, but he carried two hundred of 
them to Gran Canaria, leaving Penxa-and Don- 
na Beatriz Bobadilla, much p4eafed with hia coB- 
dud. A£ter hia departure, Hernand PerazA b«- 
SSni 
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gan to treat the natives with great rigour, friends 
as well as foes : and not content with thecharms 
of hla beautiful wife, Donna Bcatriz Bobadilla^ 
lie became enamoured of a handfome Gomeran 
girl, who lived in a cave in the diflriS of Gua- 
hedun, near to which he had fome corn-fieldt. 
When the natives underflood this, they concert- 
ed with the girt how they might feize him. She 
accordingly made an appointment with Feraza, 
at a certain place, to which he came attended 
only by his Gentleman and Page, who had en- 
deavoured all the}' could, but in vain, to diSuade 
biro from going. One Pablo Hapalupu, an old 
man, much refpe£ted by the natives, waiat the 
bead of the confpiracy. It feems this man had 
fome time before advifed Hernand Pcraza to ufa 
the Comerans as his children, and not to treat 
them with Severity; which wholcfome counfel 
fo offended the Governor, that he ever after 
Ihewed a diflike and fufpicion of him^ infomuch 
that Pablo imagined his life was in danger from 
the unlimited power with which be knew Feraza 
to he invcftcd. Feraza found his miltrefs iir a 
cave, accompanied only by an old woman; be 
accordingly went in to her,, ordering hi» Genilo- 
man and Page to wait for himin another cave at 
A' little diflance. As foon as Hapalupu * and his 
confederates had notice of his being come, they 
haflcned ihiiher ; on their way they, met a rela- 
tion of the young woman's, called Hautacuper- 
ehe, who was greatly offended at Pcraza's in- 
trigue with the damfel) and. wanted only an op- 

* My tathatCtji, this inui's deTiga wasonly to 
ipftthtai Penza, boc for what end he does not mea- 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. i6t 

portunity to revenge the affront offered to hta 
family. When he uruferflood their defigo of 
Seizing Pcraza, he urged them to make all the 
expediiion ihey could, and not to wait for Pablo, 
who was unaUe to keep pace with them ; add- 
ing, that he would run before them to the mouth 
of the cave. When the girt heard the noife of 
people approaching the cave, (he told Peraza to 
put on his cloaths with all expedition, for that 
her relations were coming to take him. Upon 
uhich he flipped on a woman's garment, to dif- 
guife himfelf, and came running out ; but as he 
was making off, the old woman cried our, 
" That is the man running away in woman's 
cloaths, flop him I flop him !" When he heard 
her give the alarm, and found he was difcovered* 
he returned into the cave, faying, " If I am to 
be taken or killed, it fliall not iTe in woman's 
drefs." So putting on his cloaths and coat of 
mailj and taking his target and fword, he came 
to the mouth of the cave. Hautacuperche wu 
then flandtng above, Witching his coming our» 
armed with a wooden dart with a long fpike in 
the head of it ; when he faw Peraza, he darted 
his weapon down upon him, which entering be- 
tween the joints of his armour, pierced his neck 
and went through the inidft of bis body, fo that 
he fell down dead on the foot : they alfo killed 
his Gentleman and Page. When the old man, 
Pablo Hapalupu, faw the Governor was killed* 
he wept bitterly, telling thofc who were prefent, 
that their wives and children would rue the con- 
lequences of this bloody day's work. The old 
man furvived this prophetic fpeech but a few 
days. After the death of Hernand Peraza* the 
Gomerans, who were acceflary to bit murdeFj 
went 
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vent to the meuntains tc acqutinl their country 
men with what had been done, rejoicing and- 
crying out in thetr language, " The Ganigo of 
Guahedun is broken !" I'he Ganigo wis a fort 
of earthen veffd, out of which the natives, 
when met together to feaft on ^wblic oocafions, 
nfed to eat viQuah or diink milk; therefore, 
fome of them (alluding to that cuflom) when 
the; (aw crouds of people running to view th« 
dead body of Hernind Pcraza, faid that tke;f 
went to drink milk o&t of the GaiHgo of Gu3- 
bednn. 

Donna Beatriz Bosadilla found nieaD» 
to procure the dead body of her hnfband, which 
file immediately interred, and then in all haClc 
retired, wiih her chiidcen and the f>rincipal in- 
habiunts of the town, into thecaftie at the port. 
They were fcarcely cnBererf the fortrefe, wheO' 
it was furroundcd and clofely befct by the Go- 
merant, who wanted either to ktH or take Don- ' 
na Beairiz {^rifbner. Tbey blockcdup the caAle 
many day^ artd reduced thole tliat were ihut 
up in it to very great ftraits, althrNigh they were 
fccretly fupplwd with iwceflartes by fome of the 
inhatutanta of the town, and by fame of the n»- 
tivei of the diflcid of Orone. The befi^ecrt- 
•ttcmpted to force their way into the cankj 
bat thofe that were wiifain kept them off with 
ftones and arrowi, with which they happene<f 
to be ve(l provided. Hauiacupercbe was the 
Hioft a^re among the afljtilants in carrying on 
tbefiege: he was fo deiterous thai he caught 
bU the arrows (hot at him with his hand as ibcf 
few. At length Alonzodc dmpo fent Atito> 
nio de la Pena lo the top of the tower, to en- 
dcurour to decoy him to the bottom of it, ntai' 
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a loop-hole, from whence he (night take aim at 
bim with a crors-bow. This artifice had the 
dcHred eile^, To that Alonzo de Campo fltot him 
dead thiough the loop-itole with an arrow. Whea 
the natives faw the death ef Hautacuperche, 
and k|few that Donna Beatrix had fent advice of 
. the murder of her hufband to Pedro de Vera, 
they were afraid of bis return to the ifland, and 
therefore raifed the fiegc, retiring to a ftrong iji- 
acceinble place in the mountain. When advice 
of the murder came to Pedro de Vera, he mui- 
tered four hundred men, embarked iheni on 
bpard lix fhips and barks, and failed with ibetn 
to Gomera, where he found the beautiful widow 
in the caftle, Ihe being afraid to venture out, al- 
though the fiege wa» raifed. Pedro de Vert, 
after the complitnenti of condolence, concerted 
meafures with Iiei for appreheeding and punifb- 
iog the murderers of her hufband, 

The mutineen had fhut themfelves up *• 
looD^ the mountaifu, in a Arong natural fortrels 
naiDed Garagonohe, which could not be forced. 
Pedro de Vera) fearing left ihe reft of the inh*> 
bit'^QU of the ifland might oppofe his deltgns, 
caufcd public prodamation to be made, coid- 
mandiag Ul the Gomerant, on paia of death* 
to come to the church, in order to be prefent at 
the funeral honours which were to be paid to the 
rcmaini of Hcfnand Pcraza. They accordingljr 
came on the appointed day, without fear, not 
being confciout of having done any thing to in- 
cur the dirpleafure of the Spaniards, and were 
all made prifoncrt. 

Then .Pe^ode Vera marched againft ttiofe 

who were in the ftrong hold of Garagonohe, 

awl at length enticed them, by fair words and 

promifev 
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promires, to furreniJcr. He then brought theiA 
to the town at the port, where, notwith (landing 
tuB promife that he would do them no harm, he 
condemned to death all thofe of the diftrifls of 
Agane and Orone, who were above-iifteen years 
of age. This unjuft (entence (for lhor« con- 
cerned in the murder wer^e few) was executed 
with great rigonr, feme being hanged, others 
drowned, and others drawn afundcr by horfes. 
Not content with this feveriiy, he caufed the 
hands and feet of many of the Gomerans to be 
cut off, and banifhcd others. A villain named 
Alonzo de Cota, who was carrying a number of 
the banifhed in athip to Lancerota, threw them 
overboard in the paiTage. The wives and chil- 
dren of thofc who had been put to death were 
fold For flaves. After this horrid malTacte, Pedro 
de Vera returned to his governmenf of Canafia. 
On his arrival there, from information which 
he had received at Gomera, that the natives of 
that iHand who lived in Cfliaria, had fent to 
t!ieir countrymen inGomera, elhorting them 
lo murder Hernand Peraza, in cafe he Ihould 
attempt to maltreat or dilhonour their wives or 
daughters, affirming that they werr relolvcd to 
do the fftme bj any one who Ihould ofier fuch 
an infuit to them or theirs in Canaria : on this 
information, I fay, he caufed all the Gomerans 
reflding in Canana to be feized in one night, a- 
mounting to about two hundred, men, women, 
and children : the nten he put to death, and fold 
the women and children for flavcs. 

When the Bifhop, Don Juan de Frias, heard 

oF thefe proceedings, he was greatly incenfed at 

the Governor for his barbarity: however, he 

went,- 
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w«nt, and calmty expofhilated with him on the 
impropriety of felling ChriftUn children. The 
Governor replied, that they were not Chri(lian3,_ 
but children of infidels, murderers of Hernand 
Peraza, and who would have lourdered him alfo. 
To this the bifhop made anfwer, " As to you, 
roa matt at lall appear before God, to anfwer 
for the bloody maflacre of thefe people, the cry 
«f whofe innocent blood hath reached lo heaven { 
but as for nte, I will excommunicate all ihofe 
who have had or fliall have any hand in fending 
thofe children out of the ifland." Upon this 
the Governor told him, that if he gave his 
tongue fuch liberty, or continued to tajK to him 
in (hat drain, he would clap a red-hot fcull-cap 
on bis head. Upon this the Bifhop returned 
home, much grieved at the Governor's behavi- 
our to him, as welt as at his inhuman treatment 
of the Gomerans. As foon as he conveniently 
conld, he embarked for Spain, where be com- 
plained to their Majefiies of Callille, agatnft 
Pedro de Vera, for his unjufljind cruel behaviou; 
to the Gomerans, 

Their Majefties, Don Ferdinando und Don- 
na Uabella, prdered enquiry to be made into the 
caufe of this complaint ; which was accordingly 
done } and the Bilhop's accufation appeared to 
be well grounded. Upon which the King gsve 
orders lo fct all the Gomeran prifoners at liberty, 
and that thofe who had bought ihem Ihould 
have a claim upon (he fellers for their money. 

The Bifhop, Don Juan dc Frias, died foon, 
af(er he had performed this good office for the 
Gomerans. 

.. My author does not mention the caufe of the 
firft infurreSion of the Gomerans agaioft Her- 
nand 
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lUnd Pcvaza^ but w« may eilily ebfervc, hy 
what has boen t1n»dy tn«nti6ned, that his op- 
prefiioR occafioned liia r«Gond ; for the intitnacy 
between the girl and Pcraza was n« with her 
conreni, otherwife flw would not hgnt betrayed 
bim into the hands of hernlanons; baiheforc- 
«d her to it by his aUblute pttwer, n4rich no one 
On the ifknd durft refift. we tnlght here cortt- 
^re the btlHn»K>ur of John do Betsncour and 
fhat of Pedro d« Vera in fimilar elrtunvfVances, 
«)d oMerve the iKfFerenca : for had ihe com" 
f bint made by Donna- Bentriz to de Vera, beert 
jnade lo John d<e Betancour, he woold have toM 
her, ihatJier bufhwid had received the due re- 
ward of his actions, from men fcnfibte of their 
injored honour. But people sf narrow minds 
icannot conceive any other method of ruling thofe, 
Avhom they call barbarians, than by down-right 
force and feverity. 

Pedro de Vesa, alliort time after was re- 
called from his government, which was partly 
owing to the complaints of the Bffbop, and part- 
ly to his being an experienced, commander in 
moiHitftinotis coumries, knowing well bow to 
diflod^an enemy from ftronginacceffible placets, 
like thofe of Gran Canaria ; and as the moun' 
tains of Granada, from which the King was dc- 
£rou5 to drive the Moors, are full of fuch places, 
his Mnjefty thought Pedro de Vera mi^t be 
cmpk^ed there to good purpofe. With this 
view he fent for him, received birri' gracioufly, 
and made him a Mxrlhal and CommifTary of 
"War iit Granada, in which he acquired' great re- 
putation; but he took his being recalled much 
Id heart, fcnSble that the Bilhop s complaints a- 
gainft hns bad been tfw real occiAod thereof. 

P£DR0 
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Pedro de Vbra bid lix foni, om of whom, 
namet} Hernando dc Vera, beii^ difgufted with 
their MajcAics, atad blinded b^ paSon, wrota 
iotnc fatiricat Terfei againfl them, which he 
fliewed ptivitcly to foiBe of his friends, who »• 
gun handed them about to otbers, till at length 
tJMy came u> the iight of the King ami ^ecn, 
•vhojonTcading them, were (amach irritated* 
liiat they feat a jndgeti) Xeret de la Frantcn, 
where the real author of the libel reAdcd, in or- 
^r to dircvror riui writer. It) coafequencc o£ 
which enqtiirjt the TinteDie * of the town wai 
convtSed, and condemned to lofe Ms bcsd ia the 
market-place ; which fentettce was accordingly 
ptit ia executions fereral other pcHbns in Xeru 
w«re. baoiflicd the kiagikra on the fame accomt. 
Uemando.de Vera, having obferred the ftorm 
gathering (bme time before, flad to Portugal s 
bat 2 great reward beuig oBered for af)^rcheiid-> 
ing him, be did not think himrelf fafe in that 
kif^on, and therefore wont to th« iOand'of 
Gomcra, where be ptu himfelf under the prot- 
te^ton of Donna Beatrix Bobadilla, who lay 
ander great obligatitMu to his iathor, as be bad 
rdicTcd htr when in diftrefs, by refcuing bcr 
out of the hands of the Gomerans. But Q^ecM 
UabolU having caufed pubjic proclamation to be 
made, that whofoever Ihould bring HeniRnde de 
Vera prifoner, (hould be pardonea of whatever 
cricBc be had committed, and Ihonid alio re- 
ceiTC a great reward ; Donna, Beatrix Bobadilla* 
having aivearnefl dcfire to return to CaJihillei but 

* The TinicnM, i. o. LioBtwaitt, of utj town In 
Spain, i^ the cifil ma(pftrate next in dignity, to Uic 
Cnnegidot. 

npt 
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nottlaring to attempt it for fear of the Queen's 
jealoufy, ihougbtnie had now found a favour- 
abie opponunity of accomplishing her delignt 
and therefore moil ungratefully fetzed the pcr- 
fon of de Vera, kept him dofe con&ned, and 
fome time after embarking on board a (hip with 
her valuable prize, failed for Spain; but being 
forced by bad weather to put into Madeira, the 
Portugueze there, underQanding that Donna 
Beatrtz Bobat^lla was carrying % fon of Pedro 
de Yerapnfoner to Spain, intreated her to per- 
mit hina locome aftoreW refrelh himfelf, out 
ef the regard they had to the memory of his 
father, whom they knew and refpefbed ; but 
Donna Beatriz refufing their re que A, they got 
together a number of boats and boarding the 
fiiip, took him out by force, and carried him 
on fhore. Soon after they fent him to Portu- 
gal, and left Donna Beatriz Bobadiija to return 
to Gomera, covered with ignominy, and the 
abhorrence and derition of all v>ho had heard 
of her black ingraihude and jufl difappotnt- 
ment. 

. De Vera was fo imprudent, fome time after 
bis. arrival in Portugal, to quit that kingdom 
and go to AndaluHa, where he was feized; but 
by the affiilance of his relations, found means 
to efcape. At length, his father reprefenting 
to their Majefties his own long and faithful (er- 
vices, and interceding for his fon's pardon, it 
was granted him, on condition of his fervingin 
ihe garrifon of Mellila, in Barbary, with fome 
horfe, at his own cofl, He accoidingty went 
thither, but died foon after his arrival in that 
country* His father, Pedro de Vera, being 
very 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 169 
very otd, fell fick, and died at Xeres de la Pron- 
tera, where he was buried, in the monaflery of 
St. Dominick, wUcb he had built and endowed, 
as a burial-place for faimrdf and all thofe of tbe 
name of Vera. 
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Of the IJland of Palma, and of the anaenl Im~ 
babittnts thereof; ibeir Marmeri, Cuftimi, 
fVarJbip, dc 

IT is not poTitively Icnown how this I'fland 
came firft to be called Palma. In all pro- 
. babilily it received this name from the £u- 
Toj^eans at the time of their difcovering itj for 
the natives called it Benahoare, which, in their 
"language, lignifies My Country*. When the 
Europeans (irfl landed on this idand, it produced 

* When tlie Spaniards aflced the aeaning of the 
mrd Benahoare, the naiiies would naturally anfwer, 
1'his Place, our Land, my Country, this lUaiid, or 
ODT Dwelling-place ; but I have reafoD lo imagine 
that it did not literally lignifj My CouDiry, as 1 uall 
enilGavour to prove in another place. 
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no lort of corn, or eatable roots, excepting the 
roots of feni, of which the natives made meal 
(as the inhabiianis of this and fome other of ths 
Canary Iflands do to this day] and alfo of the 
feed of a tree or {hrub called Amaganie. Both 
thefe forts of meal they ate mixed with milk or 
broth. Their other forts of food were flefh of 
goats, fheep, and hogs, which they ate either 
roafted or boiled. The fltlns of the two firft 
ferved them for cloalhing, and of the latter ihey 
made ilioes. The weapon they ufed in war was 
« {lafF or pole, fharpened at the point and har- 
dened by fire, which they called Moca. 

The iiland was divided into twelve diflrifls, 
each of which was governed by its oWn Lord or 
Captain. But their police was not fo good as 
that of any of the orher iflands, for he was c- 
fleemed the clevereil fellow, who could Ileal 
with fuch addrefs as not be difcovered : if any 
one happened to be dete3ed in this pra3ice, no 
other punifhment was infliSed on him than be- 
ing obliged to rellore the thing flolen. If a man 
received an infult from iny of his owndiftrifl, 
he thought it mean to complain of the injury to 
his Captain, but avenged his own caufe, by 
gathering logetherliis friends and relations, and 
retaliating the affront; after which they all re- 
moved and took up iheir reGdence in anoiher 
difiria. Their manner of worfhip was as fol- 
lows : in each dillri^t there was a great pillar or 
pyramid of lofe Hones, piled up as high as pof- 
fibte, and fo as not 10 fall down. There the 
natives alTembled on certain occafions, fingtng 
and dancing around the pjramid: there alfo th^ 
wreftled and performed other feats of agility. 
In one of the diftrias, inllead of a pyramid of 
1 2 loofe 
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Joofe Hones, there was a natural one, being a 
4iarrow long rock, upwards oF an hundred fa- 
thoms high *, where the natives worfhipped 
iheirgod Idafe, whofe name the rock itfelf (1111 
retains. They were in continual apprehennon 
of its tumbling down;' and therefore, whenever 
they killed a (heep or goat, they roafted a piece 
of it, which they fent by two perfons as a pre- 
fent to the rock. As they went along, he who 
carried the offering fang ihefe words, '* Y Igu- 
ida, y iguan, Idafe;" which, in their language, 
fignifies, " It will fall, Idafe." Upon which 
ihe other anfwered in ,the fame lone, " Guc- 
gerte, y guantaro," i. e. " (jive to it, and k 
vill not tall;" and then threw down the meat, 
and both went away ; when it was quickly de- 
voured by Lhe ravens which (lovf red about the 
rock. 

The natives held rhe fun and moon Jn great 
veneration, keeping an exaQ account of time, 
Jn order to know when it would be new or fuH 
inoon, or other days of devotion. Befides the 
,fore-menlion?d worJhip, they acknowledged one 
jGod Jn the heavens, gceater than all, called A- 
^ora, whoin (hey adored. My aiithor afferts, 

• The Nubian geographer. In the liift part of tis 
fitft Climate, faya, " There are on that coaft Hk 
idands, called the Foitunaie Iflmde, from whenoe 
Ptolemy begins his computation of longitude. ~ They 
lelate, that in each of the faid iflands is to be feea a 
pillar, raifed of Aone, of an hundred cubits length. 
^ach pillar fupporting a brazeo image with its band 
lifted up and pointing backwards. Tbefe pillars are 
£1, and one of them, as it is repoiicH, ia the idoJ 
Cades, which ia to the weft of AndaluGa; and bc^ 
goad thofe no one knows 0/ any babitaiioni. 

that 
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that the <levi) fometimes ap|>eared 10 ihe natives 
in the fhape of a (hock dog, whom ihey called 
frvene- They w«rc ex<remel)r nlarmed in time 
of ricknefs ; fa thai when arty one was taken ill, 
he Tent for his friends and relationa, and faid 10 
ihem, *' Vacaguare," i.e. " I want to die." 
Upon which they carried the ficlc perfon to a 
cave, where they laid him down upon a bed of 
goat Ikins, put a pitcher of milk by him, and 
then, clo(ing the mouth of the cave, leli him itt 
expire by himfelf. They buried their dead iit 
caves, and always fpread the fkins of goals un- 
der them, faying that it was not proper that a 
dead body fbould touch the ground. 

This is the only certain account thai has been 
preferved of the cuflom; of the ancient inhabi- 
tant^ of Patma. As to their language, fome 
remains thereof, as well as of ihofe of the other 
iflauds, may he fcen in the table at the end of 
this wotk. 
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Of the Inva/son of Palma ty Hernand Peraza and 
bh Vaffdt. 

WE have already related in what manner 
the Spaniards were baffled in their at- 
tempt on Palma, under the command of Guil- 
len Peraza,.who was himfelf killed in that un- 
fortunate enpedition. After his death, his vaf- 
ials in the ifland of Hierro made feveral dcfcents 
on Palma, to rob and plunder the natives of their 
cattle, and alfo for making prifoners to fell for 
flavcs. In one of thefe expeditions, they took 
prifoners a man and a woman, the latter of 
whom was filler to one of the chiefs of the 
ifland, named Garehagua. When Qxt found 
they were about to carry her on board their 
fliip, Ihe made fuch a Hout refinance, that the 
perfon whofe prifoner (he was, found himfelf o- 
bliged to have lecourfe to his arm^ to defend 
himfelf, and to prevent her from getting away, 
fo that in the fcuffle he killed her. Not long 
after, the natives having made peace with the 
Spaniards of Hierro, a reciprocal trade was car- 
ried on between them ; and it fo happened, that 
among other Spaniards that came to trade at 
Palma under fanflion c£, the treaty, was th? 
perfon who killed the woman. One day, as he 
was talking wiih Garehagua, he related the ad- 
venture, not knowing that the woman was bis 
fifier: 

i,,oo-;lc 
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filler; but when Garehagua heard the dory, 
and from the perfon's own mouih, he replied, 
"Your ill fortune has brought you into tny 
hands, that I fhould avenge iny filler's death i" 
and fo faying, flabbed him inftantly in the belly 
with 3 fiick pointed with goat's horn, and killed 
him on the fpot, before any one could come to 
his alliftance. This traafadion put an end to 
the truce, and bmh parties began the war a- 
frefh. 

In atiother defcent of the Hienons upon this 
ifland, they met wiih a beauiiful woman of a 
gigantic Tize, named Guayanfania, who fought 
with great coutage and refolution. This fair 
warrior finding herfelf furrounded on all fides 
by the enemy, fo that no way was left for her 
to efcape,, fuddenly caught up a Spaniard under 
her arm, and ran wiih him towards an high and 
Aeep precipice, with a defign to call hertelf and 
het enemy headlong down together; which (he 
would certainly have efFeded, had it not been 
for another Spaniard, who co'ming behind her, 
gave her a wound in the back part of the leg, 
which brought her to the ground. From this 
and the foregoing Qory, a tradition has prevailed, 
that the men of Palma were fo eGFemihate and 
faint-hearted, that the war was carried on whol- 
ly by ihe women. 

Most of ihefc incurfions upon Palma were 
made by order of Hernand Peraza, foo of Die- 
go de Herrera, and were in general attended 
with lofs 10 the invaders- 

It has already been (hewn, that Juan Rejon 

failed from Spain with a (ieei, in order to make 

the conquell of Palma ; but this expedition was 

fiuAtated by his death, which happened in the 

I 4 ifland 
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ifland of Gomera, after which his troops fatted 
to Gran Canaria, and joined Pedro de Vera. 
After the conquefl. of that ifland, when Pedro 
de Vera came to make a dinribution of the lands, 
he particalarly favoured Captain AIojizo Ferdi- 
nando de Lugo, who commanded the garrifon 
of the Tower of Gaete, to whom he allotted 
for his portion all ihe fertile well-watered lands 
about that place, which abound m all kinds of 
fruit-trees, and has moreover the advantage of 
a fmall but convenient harbour, flored with va- 
riety of fifh. But Alonzo, not content with his 
lot, and preferring an aSrve military life to one 
of eafeand retirement, fold his fine eflate, and 
went over to Spain, where he obtained from 
their Majeflies a grant of the conqueft of Pai- 
cna and Tenerifc. He afterwards went to Seville, 
toprovidehimfelf with (hips, men, ammumlion, 
&c neceOary for the undertaking. It is related 
c( this captaii3, that the great espence attending 
thefe preparations, having not only cxhaufled 
the ready cadi he had procured from the court, 
but alfo moft of his private fortune; and that 
the King, who at that time was in the heat of 
the war of Granada, could not fpare him any 
farther fupply to enable him to profecute his 
voyage ; chagrined at this dtfappoiniment, he 
was one day walking in a penfive manner in the 
great church at Seville, when he was accofled 
by a venerable old man, who entered into con- 
verfation with him, and, after fomc talk, per- 
fuadeJ him by no means to give over the intend- 
ed expedition, for that God would certainly be 
with him and aflift him in the profccuiion there- 
of: he then put his hand behind the cloth of an 
attar^ and look out a bag, containing a great 
quantity 
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quantity of doubloons, which he gave to Wim, 
faying, " When they arc gone, you (hall re- 
ceive more." Alonzo de Lugo, after having 

put up the money, looked about for the old 
man, but he was gone, and he never fatv him 
afterwards ; from all which he concluded, thac 
it was certainty the apoftle St. Peter, of whom 
he was 3 devout worfliiper. Wiih this money, 
and the fum he procured from fome mer- 
chants of Seville (more probably indeed the 
whole) he completed the equipment of his fleeCi 
and failed for Palma, where he arrived the 29ih 
of September, 1490, and landed at the port of 
Taflacorta, on the weft fide of the ifland, in (he 
dillrid of one Mayantigo. There he fixed his 
camp,- which he took care lo fortify firoiigSy be- 
fore he attempted to proceed further Inio the 
country,, that in cafe of a repuife or furprize, he 
mig^t have a place of refuge for his men, and 
wher« his provifion and ammunition might be 
fecurely lotted, without iruQing to the (hipping, 
which by bad- weather might be obliged to put 
out to fea, as the porta in Palma arc open roads, 
where Ihlpsareexpofed toalmoft all winds; he 
. alfo bijilt a. chapel, which he dedicated to St. 
Hdichacl. After this he advanced farther into 
the ifland> and reduced all the Ibuth-weftpart of 
it :. which he effeSed, aot by force of arms, but 
by prelents and promifes ; for, before his arrival 
at Paltna, the natives of that quarter of the 
ifland were on good terms with the Spaniards of 
filttTQ, who frequently came and traded at Taf- 
iacoTta. 

From thence he went to the north-eaft fide 

of the ifland, which Is entirely feparated from- 

the other by ijiountains of fuch a prodigious 

I 5 height,. 
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height, that ifaey reach far above ihe cloudf. 
Here he met with more refiftance, bccauTe the 
natives were enraged againft the people of Hier- 
ro, for the injuries they had done them. When 
he came to the diftriS in u'hich Guarehagua 
commanded, he found the inhabitants in arms; 
nor would ihey be perfuaded to fubmit until he 
attacked them, in doing which fome were kilted 
and many taken prifoners : thefe he treated with 
great kindnefs, in order that their countrymen, 
feeing his humanity, might be induced to lay 
down their arms, Thiscondud had the defiiea 
cSeS, the natives no longer oppofing the Spani- 
ards in their progrefs, except at a place called, 
in the language of the itland, Acer (i. e. a Place 
of Strength] but by the Spaniards La Caldera. 

Before he went againft it, he thought pro- 
per to return to the camp, to refrefh his troops, 
who were extremely fatigued by reafonof the 
ruggednefs of the roads and excellive height of 
the mountains. After remaining in the campfome 
days, he marched towards the Caldera, which 
is a hill (haped in form of a cauldron ; the out- 
fide very high and fleep, having two rugged deep 
paffages leading into it ; on the infide it defcenda 
gradually, and is covered with pines, patms, 
laurels, relamas, and other trees ; the bottom is , 
a plain of about thirty acres, but the extent of 
ihe fummit is about two leagues. Within the 
Cauldron fpring many rills of water, which, 
uniting together^ run down in a rivulet near one 
of the paffes before-mentioned. By this water- 
coutfe Alonzode Lugo, after attempting the o- 
ther pafTage in vain, endeavoured to penetrate 
into the Cauldron, where a great number of the 
natives were afTembled to oppofe him, com- 
manded 
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manded by one of their chiefs, called Tanaiife. 
In ihhs cnterprize he was greatly afliCled by the 
ratives who had already fubmiiled to him; for 
nhen he could not proceed on his way, they 
carried him the ietigth of two bow-lhots oti their 
fhoulders. Had the enemy oppofed him there, 
ihey might eafily have deftroyed his forces; but 
being poled higher, Alonzo had an opportunity 
of attacking them on more equal terms, which 
he did with great bravery, but could not force 
the pafTage ; ior the natives were fo advantage- 
oufly polled, and that place being their laft re- 
fource, defended it fo obftinately, that Alonzo 
de Lugo was obliged to retreat, and encamp at 
tome diftance from the place of aftioti. The 
fame evening the natives fent their old people, 
women, and children, for more fecuiity, to the 
lop of the mountain, where ihey took up iheir 
lodgings in ihe caves among the rocks ; but the 
night proving intenfcly cold, they were all froz- 
en 10 death, in memory of which event the na- 
tives named that place Ayfouagan (i. e, the Place 
of Freezing). 

AtONZo DE Lugo finding how little the et- 
perience and valour of his foMiers availtd him. in 
lach a. place, fent one of the convened: natives, 
named Juan Palma, t(* Tanaufe, to- perfuade 
him to embrace the Romifh faiih, and fubmit to 
the crown of Spain, promifing him and his com- 
panions the fullenpyment of their liberties and 
eSeSts. Tanaufe reliirned for anfwer, that if 
Alonzo would go back to the foot of the moun- 
tain, he would come next day and make his lub- 
miflion. This Alonzo agreed t»; but fufpeS- 
ing it was only a flraiagem to diflodge him from 
the place be was io^ be left an ainbulh to cut 
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o(F their retreat in cafe they followed him dolrn, 
and afterwards wanted to return to the flrong 
hold. Tanaufe not coming To foon as he had 
promiled, the Spaniards were marching back to 
»heir former ftation, when ihey met him on his 
way: the natives feeing the Spaniards under 
arms and in order of battle, were apprehcnfivc 
of Tome treacherous delign, and would have re- 
turned ; but Tanaufc afltired tbcni, thtt *3 he 
had Alonzo's promife, they had nothing to fear. 
But he was miilaken; for Aionzo, not being 
alTured of their intentions, and fearing they 
might efcape back into the Cauldron, fell upon 
ihem, and a very bloody ikirmifti cnfued, which 
ended in the death or captivity of alt the natives. 
Among the prifoncrB was Tanaufe himfelf, who 
complained bitterly againft Aionzo for his breach 
cf promife. The battle was fought on the 3d 
of May, 1491, feven moaihs alter Alonio de 
Lugo's landing on the ifland at TafTacona. That 
day is celebrated annually in Palma, as a great 
£eniv3l, in commemoration of the Fedi>6Uon of 
the whole ifland to the obedience of their Ca- 
tholic Majeflies. Immediately after the battle, 
Aionzo dirpatched a vcfftl to Spain, to carry the 
agreeable tiding of the conqueft to their Ma- 
jeflies, and at the fanft time fent over (bme of 
the chiefs of ihe ifland, among whom wa« Ta- 
naufe J but he took his being fent out of Palma 
fomuch to heart, together with Alonzo's breach 
of promife, that he obftinately refufcd all man- 
net of nourifhment and flarved himfelf to death; 
a thing not unufual among the natives of Palma, 
who were v^ impatient uader any affliftion of 
body or mind. 

Aftir 
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After the eonqueCl of the ifland of Palma>. 
Alonzo de Logo faiied lo Tenerife, taking with, 
him all the troops thai could be well fpared. Af- 
ter his departure, certain of the natives, to (he 
number of three hundred, from lome motive 
.of difconient, afTembled in a body, and commil- 
ted fcveial a3s of hoftility on ihe Spaniards and 
the natives under thsirgevernment ^ which when 
Alon'zo de Lugo caniie to hear, ha fent over one 
Diego Rodriguez Talvcra, a perfon well known 
to the aatitres of Palrsa, and perfeSiy acquaint- 
ed with their muiners, eultom», and language, 
with orders to reduce them again to obedience. 
He accordingly landed in Palmat having only 
thirty foldien under his command; with whom^ 
Ihe Spaniards alnady in the ifland, andfomeof 
the patives in whom he could confide, he went 
in fcarch of the rebel*, defeated them in feveral 
encounters, and'at lall entirely difperfed them), 
though not without fome Uoodihed, and the lofs 
of many of hi* men f after which lo ftrikc ». 
terror into the reft of thenativet, he caulcd the 
chiefe and ringleadenof the rebellion to be pat 
todeath. This feveriiy had the defired. effed} 
for ever fiace the inhabitant&bave continued faith- 
ful and obcdieot liibjeds-to the orowa of Sfaia.. 
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CHAP. irr. 



Of the IJland of Tbenerlfe or Tenerlft. 

THIS iHand was named Thenerite, or ilie 
While Mauniain, by ibe natives of PaU 
ma; Thener, in their language, ggnifying a 
Mountain, and Ife, White: the Pike, or rum- 
mil of Thcnerife being always covered with 
fnow. I'his name has been continued to it by 
the Spairi»rds ever fmce ; but the natives called it 
Chineche, and themfelves Vincheni: how the 
Spaniards came to give them the name of Cur 
anches, is tiot known. 

The inhabitants oF this iflandwere in generaT 
of a middle flatui-e : ihofe who dwelt on the 
north fide of the idand were much fairer, and 
had hair of a tighter colour than thofe in the 
fomhcrn parts. A Man, in their language,, was 
called Coran, and a Woman,. Chamaioi A lew 
years before the eonquetl of Tenenfe, there 
was a prince called Bctzenuria, who governed 
the whole illand: he had nine fons, who, upon 
the deaih of their father, divided the govern- 
ment equally amongil ihem^ by which means 
the ifland became divided into nine kingdoms^ 
eight of which did homage to Tmobat, the eU 
der brother, who was the moil powerful, being 
pofleffed of the richeft and moft fertile part of 
the illand, being that trad which flretches be- 
tween Orotava and the brow of the hill above 
the 
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the port of Santa Cruz, in which he could raife 
fcven thoufand fighting men. One of ihe bro- 
thers, namfd Acaymo, was King of Aguimar; 
another, called Atguarona, of Abona ; and a 
third, Arviiocarpe, of Adehe : the names of the 
other foor are loft, but ihey reigned in Tegheft, 
Icoden, Ccntejo, and Daute. The royatdignr- 
ty was, in their language, Quebechi, and was 
dedive. In the fummer the King refided In th« 
mountains, but id the winter near (he fea-fide. 
When he changed his place of refidence, or 
travelled, the elders of hts tribe affembled, and 
carried before him a fceptrc and' a lance with a 
kind of flag upon it, to give notice of the King's 
approach 10 all who might be travelling upon 
the road, that they might pay him the cuftom- 
ary homage, which was by proflrating ihemfclves 
before htm on the ground, wiping off the dull 
from his feet with the corners of their garments, 
and kiffing them. 

The King was always obliged to marry a per- 
fon who was his equal ; but if fuch a one coutd 
not be found, he took his own fifter to wife, not 
being permitted to debafe his family by a mixture 
of plebeian blood. 

The natives acknowtegeda God, whom they 
called by the names Achguarergenan, Achoran, 
and Achyman, which fignify, in their language, 
the Suftainer of the Heavtns and the Earth. 
They alfo gave him the titles of Achuhuiaban, 
Aahuhucana, and Aguayarerar, i. e. the Great,' 
the Subhmc, and the Sudainer of all. 

When they were in great diflrefs, occafioned 
by want of rain, &c. they alTembled in certain 
places fet apart for that puipofe, with their 
children and flocks^ where they fat in a circle 
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en the ground, weeping and making a mournrul 
noife, their flocks Ueaiing at ihe fame lime for 
want of food, for both men and beads, on ihefe 
occafions, were debarred all kind of fnQenance. 
No man was allowed more than one wife, and 
they married wirhout any regard lo kindred, ex- 
cept that of- a mother or filler. They could put 
away their wives when they ptealed ; but the 
children of thofe women who vvere repudiated 
werereckosed illegicimsie, and could not inherit 
thOLf. btther'i eSe&e. They had a cuflom a> 
nong tliera^ that when a man by chance met a 
woman alone on the road, or in a foliiary place, 
he was not to look at, or fpeak to her, unlefs 
the £rfl fpoke to, or demanded aught of him ; 
but to turn out of the way : and if he made ufe 
of any indecent esprefOon, or behaved in an un- 
becoming manner, he was feverely puniihtd. 
When their children were born, they were waft- 
ed all over with water, by women Cet apart for 
that ofSce, who were virgins, and never allowed 
to rBarry. 

Tbb men wore cloaks of goat fkins, dreflcd- 
and foflened in buHcr ; thofe of the women were 
longer, and. reached down to their feet, with 
pctjicoats of the fame (tuff underneath. Both 
fexes frequently anointed their bodies with' 
Iheep's oil, being particularly Itan, and their 
ikins very dry. 1 heir language differed entirely 
from thofe of the other iHand^i and was very 
guttural. They had no iron or other metal a- 
mong them; and infleod of inifruments made 
of thefe, they ufed a bhck hard (lone, fliarpen- 
ed and made fit for killing fheep, cutting, and 
working tinker, &c. Thcfc they calitd Tave- 
nai. 

Thet 
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They had oficn difputes imong thgmfelves 
' about their flocks and ps^ures, wbkh frequently - 
ended in wars. Their offenftve weapont were 
darts, ma^ of the piich-pine, Hiarpened and 
hardened in the fire likr thofe ufed m Gran C«- 
narta. They had alfo a- weapon tik« a fpear, 
very fliarp, which ihcy caHed Ancpa : and fo 
dexterous were they at throwing thefe, that they 
fcarce ever milTed their mark. When an enemy 
spptDBched, thty alarmed the country by mak- 
ing a fmoak, or by whiflling, which wm repeal- 
ed from one to another. This latter method !• 
ftiti in ufe amongft them, and may be heard at 
an almofl incredible diftancc. The inhabitant* 
of Tenerife were divided into ibree ciiQcs, the 
nobtes, the gentlemen, and peafanta; the firft 
was called Acfaimenfey, i. e. of or beiongmg to 
the King's Houfe or Family, tha word for King 
being in their language Menfey, but in fpcaking 
Itthim they callhim QBewhicra, which fignifiea 
Yoar Highn«&: the facond rank, namely the 
Gentry or Yeomen, were called Cilhici(|uicor 
and ihe third, Achicarnay. They believed that 
God created ihem of earth and water, and that 
he made as many women ag men, giving them 
cattle and every thing necefTary for their Tub- 
fifTence; but thar afterwards, they appearing to 
him -to be too (ew^ he creaied mure; but to 
Ihefe lafl he gave nothing ; and when they afked 
him for flocks of Iheep and goats, he told them 
to go and ferve the other, who would in return 
give them fudenance ; from thefe, they fay, are 
defeended the Achicarnay, or fervants. 

Thet had a cuftom, that in the cave or houfe 
where the hulband and wife flept, no other per- 
fon was allowed to fleep. They did not lie to- 
gether. 
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gether, bat bsd fcparatc beds in the fame houfe 
or cave ; ihefc bed* were made of herbs or grafs, 
coTcred with goats flcins neatly drefled aitd few- 
ed togeiher, witb blankets or coverings of the 
fame (liifF. 

Treks were among them artificers whtv 
drelTeti goat fkins and made their garments ; pot- 
ters, who made earthen veflels-, and carpenters, 
who wrought in wood : ihefe were p»id for their 
kbotir in flefh, barley, or roots. The natives 
of Tenerife were very neai and cteaoly; ihey 
wafhed their hands and faces whenever they arofe 
from fleep, or when tbey fat down to eat, and 
ifier (hey had eaten. Their food was the flefti 
of goats and fhcep, boiled or roafted ; and this 
they ate alone, and not lifae the Europeans, wUh, 
the addition of bread or roots. They alfo ate 
barley-meal, raatled and drefled with butter or 
milk; this diih they called Ahorer. After eat- 
ing, they did not drink for (he fpace of half ao 
hour, as they imagined drinking cold water im- 
mediately after eating warm visuals fpoiled and 
hurt their teeth. They had no other cattle but 
Iheep and goats. Their grain was wheat and 
barley; the former they called Triguen, the lat- 
ter Taro.- A fheep they called Ana, and a goat 
Ara. They had little dog^ which they called 
Cancha. 

The men prepared the ground for feed, by 
hoeing it wiih wooden hoes, and the women 
fowed the feed. Their feed-time was in the 
month, of AuguA, which they called Venefmer. 
They had beans and peas or vetches, all which 
theycailed Hacichei. Milk they called Ahof; 
butler. Oche; and melalTes, Chacerquen, which 
they made of mocanes, called in their langn^^c 
Yoja. 
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Yoja. The meihtxl of making it was thi»: 
when ihe mocaneswcre ripe, theyexpofed ihem 
three or four days to the fun ; ,theR bruifed or 
ma(hed ihem, and boiled them in a quantity of 
water till it was almoll all evoperated ; then ihey 
drained the remainder through a fort of fieve 
made of ririhes, and prefcrved it as a medicine 
in Suites and pleurifies, which were common in 
Ihe illand. When they were troubled with acute 
pains, they drew blood from the part affedcd 
with lancets made of Tavooas or^arp ftones. 

Their wars, as has been obferved before, 
were generally about the boundaries of (heir 
lands and palhire. The women attended ihem 
on Ihofe occafions, with provifions, Sue. and in 
cafe any of the men were killed, they carried 
off the dead, and iaterred them in caves. When 
any perfon died, ihey prcferved the body in this 
manner: tirft they carried it to > cave, and 
Aretched it on a Bat Hone, where they opened it, 
and look out the boweU ; then twice a day they 
wafhed the porous parts of the bo'dy, viz. (be 
arm-pits, behind the ears, the groin, between 
the fingers, and the neck, with cold w^ter : after 
wafliing it fufficiently, they anointed thofe parts 
with (beep's butter, and fprinkted them with « 
powder made of the duft of decayed pine-lreei 
and a fort of brulb-wood which the Spaniards 
call Breflbs, together with the powder of pu- 
mice-Hone ; then they let the body remain till 
it was perfeflly dry, when the relations of the 
deccafed came and' Twaddled it in (beep or goat 
ikins drefled ; girding all light with long |ealher 
thongs, they put it in the cave which had been 
fet apart by the deceafed for his burying-place, 
without any covering. The King could be buri- 
ed 
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ed only in the cave of his ancellors, in which 
ihe bodies were fo difpofcd-as to be known again*- 
There were particular perfons fct apart for this 
edice of embalmiRg, each fes performing it Tor ' 
thore of iheir own. During ihe procefs they 
watched the bodies very (Iri^y, to prevent the 
ravens from devouring them, the wife or huf- 
band of the deceafed brringing them viSuaia^ 
and waiting on thcia dofing the lime of their 
watching. 

Their manner of holding their courts of 
judicature was at fetrows: they fixed on fome- 
large pl«ia in the ifland, in tRc middle of which- 
Ihey placed a hrge and high fquare nonei and on 
each fide thereof feveFal oihcrs of iaferior fize 
And height. Orf the day appointed for holding. 
Ihe court, ihe King (who was alwayi prefenE on 
thefa occaiions) waa fealed on the high llone^ 
tnd the principal' elditrs of the dlMQt on the 
leffer ones, according to their feobrity ; and in- 
this mantier they heard lod decided eaufes. 
When anyone was fentenced to corporal pun ilh- 
ment, he was laid flat on the ground, the King 
delivecing, the &»S oc fcepire,. which be alwajt 

* Not many yeatj ago, two of ihofe embalmed 
&adiea were taken out of a cave: chey were entire, and 
a) light 39 a cork; but quite fieOi, and without any 
difagreeable fmelt. Tbieir hair, teeth, and gaimenta 
were all found and fteSh^ About two years ago, I 
employed fome of the natives of Tenerife to go into 
one of ihofecavBS (which are almoftinacceflible) to 
try if they could find any of thofe bodies; they 
brought me fome bones, pieces of goaE'flcin garments, 
Ac, and a fcull with fome hair upon it, wbich was 
blacic and lanic ; the gattneati weie quite frelb, and 
had (he bair upon them. 

carried 
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xarried with him, into the hands of fgrnc perfon, 
/tcderiDg him to give the offender fuch a number 
of blows therewith as he thought his crime merit- 
ed, and then commanded him to be taken front 
his prefence. For murder, the King took away 
the criminal's cattle and effeSs, and gave ihem 
•to (he relations of the ^deceafed, and baniihed 
the murderer from that dilfriS ; but at the fame 
time took him binder his proteSion, fo that the 
ifriends and relations of thedeceafed might r>ot 
ulo him any hurt. They never puniJhed any 
jperfon with death, faying, That il belonged to 
K3od alone to take away that life which he gave. 

The natives of this ifland did not worfhip 
ddols, nor had any images of the Deity. Bfr- 
Jidcs the names they gave 10 God already men- 
tioned, they called him Guararirari (i.e. Poflef- 
for of the World), Atguaychafunatumart (J. e. 
Pofleflbr of Heaven), Aluman in their language 
-fignifying Heaven: ailerthe conqueflt they call- 
id the Virgin Mary, Atmayccqaayarirari, the 
JuJoiher of him who poiri;ires the World. 

THEV:had axullom among them, that whea 
iOi« perfoti went 10 the houfe of another^ he did 

not altempl to enter in, but fat on a flone at the 
^oor, at)d either whittled or fang till fome one 
icatne out and defired him to walk in. Whoever 

obferved not this ceremotiy, but entered into a- 
inother perfon's houfe without being invited, was 

liable to puniihment, as they reckoned it a very 
^mt affront. 

They had a wonderful facility in counting 

ihe number of their (heep and goats when ilTinng 

tumuliuoufly out of a fold, without fo much as 

moving their lips or pointing to them with their 

fingers. 

CHAP. 

r, ... ,Goo-;lc 
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Of the mlracuhuj Image of our Lady of CdndeJd' 
ria • ; af the ftealing atvay and rejioring it, 
•with she Conjequencts thereof, 

IN the foregoing part of ihis hiflory it was 
obferved in what marner the Spaniards of 
Lancerota came to underfland there was an image 
of the Virgin Mary in Tenerite. Diego de Hcr- 
rera then, having in Lanceroia fome Guarches, 
who knew the place where it was, he went with 
thmj lo Tenerife in fearch of it, where, by 
m^Nhs of a treaty of peace wiih the King of 
Guimar, he landed, and his Guanches fecieily 
.conveyed the image on board his Ihip^ which, 
when he received, he failed with it for Lancero- 
ta, where tho. valuable prize was received with 
great demondrations of joy ; they carried it in 
folemn proceflion, at which were prefent all the 
people of the ifland ; and afterwards depofiied it 
in the church of Rubicon with great care and 
.reverence. How it came lo Tenerife, is not 
ceitainly known ; but it would appear, as it was 
found on the fea-(hore, that it had been on board 
fome fhip which was loA near the ifiands, and fo 
driven-aftiore by the waves. The Spaniards re- 
late many wonderful and fabulous llories of this 
image: one of which is fo interwoven with the 

*, See ihe defcriplion of tbe Canary IHands. 

thread 
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-thread of Fhis hiAqry, that we cannot omit it, 
and is as follows. After the image had been 
placed on the altar of the church in Lancerota, 
it was foundevcry morning with its (ace turned 
to the wait, notwithflanding its being daily re- 
placed in its proper pofiiion ; this firuck the peo- 
ple with a great panic, who endeavoured, with 
many prayers and procedions, to remove this un- 
common sppeariincc of difpleafure in the image, 
hut to no purpofe. Wherefore Diego de Her- 
rera and Donna Ignes Peraza, thinking it was 
-not ihe will of God that the image fhould re- 
main in Lancerota, refolvcd to reftore ii to the 
Tiaiives of Tencrife. Accordingly Herreraweot 
Avith fome vefTels, ai>chored in a port, where 
the King of Guimar came to meet him, at the 
Jiead of a great number o! armed men, thinking 
^e was come, as at other times, to plunder and 
xarry off the natives and _^cattte; but when be 
heard Herrera declare that he was come only to 
Teturn the image, he was greatly amazed, god 
Avould not believe him till he produced the image 
i>efor« ihera : upon which Tome of thcGuanches 
ran wiib all fpeed to the cave where it was want 
to Hand, but not finding it there, they retumedi 
and acquainted the King and the reft, who all fct 
vp a moll doleful cry, carneHly intreating Her- 
rera 10 return them ihcir image, which he did 
with great chearfulnefs, being much ftruck with, 
and ediJied by, the appearance of fuch devotion 
and regard in the Guanches to the Virgin. Be- 
fore he returned to Lanceroia, they, as a mark 
of gratitude, prefenied him with as many fhecp 
and goats as loaded his (liips, and together with 
this, free liberty to fend velTels to trade with 
them. At that time Herrera enquired of the 
natives 
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natives whether they had milled the image from 
the cave while it was at Lancerota ? To which 
ihey replied, that it was feen in the cave daily 
until hia arrival : and tuofeever, that in that 
time it often weiU and viliied the Kipg and Tome 
of the Gaanchei. My author Tays this muft 
have been fomc angel, fent there to represent 
the image in its ahfence, for the conlblation of 
the natives, and the honour and glory of the moft 
holy Virgin Mary. 

SoM B monlhs after this, Sattclio Herrera went 
(o Tencrife with (everil Chips, well manned, to 
try if any method could be found to bring the 
Uand under fubjefiion by means of the treaty of 
peace and commerce with Diego de Herrera, 
bis &thcr, had fettled with the King of Gui- 
mar. 

This prince, in return for the good-will Di- 
ego had ^ewn him in returning the image, gave 
confent that Sandio Herrera Should land ud 
)]iiild a lower or fort at the port of Anifo, now 
called Santa Cruz, which Herrera preiended was 
for the benefit of commerce, and to cement the 
friendHtip between the two nations. In order to 
prevent quarrels or difputes between them, fe- 
vcral Wholcfome laws were made. and Agreed on, 
particularly the fallowing; that if any perfon of 
the one nation did an injury to one of the other, 
the delinquent w4s to be delivered to the offend- 
ed party, to be punifhed as he might think pro- 
per. Some time after concluding this treaty, and 
the building oF the tower, it happened that fome 
Spaniards carried away a parcel of fheep belong- 
ing to the Guinches ; complaint of which being 
made to Herrera, he delivered up the offenders 
to the King; who, after feverely reprimanding 
them. 
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them, inflead of putting them to death accord- 
ing to agreement, generoufly Cent them back to 
Herrera. It was not long before the Guanches 
did fome injury to the Spaniards, who making 
complaint thereof to' the King, he caufed the 
delintfuents to be delivered to Sancho Herrera ; 
but he, forgetful of the example of demency 
and generosity which the King of Guiihar had 
Ihewn him, caufed them all to be hiinged up. 
When this was m^e known to the King and the 
Guanchea, tTiey Were filled with indignation at 
this ungetierous behaviour, and refolvcd to drive 
the Spaniards oiit-of 'the iflandi and to raze the 
fort to ■ the ground: alt which they performed, 
and put the whole garrifon to deaih, except five, 
who had the good luck to get to the Ihips in the 
port, on board one of which Sancho Herrera 
happened to be at the time of the attack, and 
from whence he was fpeQator of the deflruSion 
of bis fort, and the death of Vis people, without 
being able to prevent the one or tflift the other. 
So that after taking fo much pains to no purpofe, 
he was obliged to return to Lancerota. After 
this mifearriage of Sancho Herrera, no farther 
attempt was raade upon Tenerife, until Alonzo 
de Lugo undertook the conqueft of it, after he 
had completed the' reduSion of Palma; when, 
leaving a fufficient number of men on that ifland 
to keep al) things quiet, he embarked with a 
thoufand veterans and fome horfe, well armed 
and equipped, in order to fubdue the ifland of 
Tenerife. 
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jSstnia it. Ltiffi lands in Ttntfife,. 

TH E antuMTKnt froiQ t^.-iflmd ojF Paltnq, 
commapdffd by Alpiao de Lgjgo, arr|ve4' 
-at .tbe port of Analo on ibe jd d^ of M^f,, 
'I49>3> whjch day,,ainong.th«^.i);li<^pTof¥fB'thet 
-'Romil]bL religion, is tbe feltWal. of.tbe.Holyi 
-Crofs, and on this account Aloozo dp LugS: 
■named ihcfortSapta Cru^,, whicb nanw itlUU. 
retains. 

DiSEHB^AKKiNQ his ttopps, ht) iqarclxcdupi 
theiiijh and fl^p .tnouaiain abipve-the port»i oa: 
the top.of.whi^hwMnrow;^ th«ip)«WJW«' cajl-'- 
'ed thfiil.t^gu^aii^aQd^bof'fiftbe.ci^;^: that name, 
.'fiands., . 

pRocBjEpiN^ forwand}, he caiDe:toa,pl«ii^ , 
where is n^w. the hermitage .c8U^„de Grecifti, 
there be encatnpfd* apd, was.waMeA.uibyA-. 
caymp, King of Guimarn.^nd, thciKingaioi A- 
naga, Ad^h!;, and Ab<»)a, wilhjWhQtn,he.etHer- 
ed imp a )eague> Thay' infornied . hija, ofithe,; 
{Irength. of Veptomot Kinj; of Tawa, who.: 
Avas.then at.waf:wuh all.the Kings of the ifUndi- 
having. rec^,T^..lhi9. infetligeoce* he macchfd 
towards him. The King of Taora njf t. hilUi 
with only three hundred chofen men, and de- 
manded what he wanted of him? Alonzo de 
Lugo told him he came only to court his liriend- 
-flup, to requefl him to- embrace Chriftianity, 
and 
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flMbeCDf^ea v^flar to the Kin^ of ' Sjiain, who 
wotilcl he'ifi rilanV fivou'rs onHiiri. 
^ To'thistKeKmg'ofTaora replied, that as to 
hii^t^m of peii^' arifl' frieiidfliip,' he accep- 
ted' it' mtift' willfniglyi aiid would furnifli him 
With' airjl' thing h*waHied, arid' that the' ifla'nij' 
cdtfia affWaj eftliW ior' his jjIe:;or refrifhiri^mi 
fat'tiohti niduTd cVer hate rfeafon' to fay: 'of him, 
thaPhe^ fCJeSed of difplfed'the^profFercd'fnend- 
ftffif'bf aiffaiitt: btf( as to cmbrairing'Chrifti- 
'tnifl hc'did'ndl k^'i W'what hft' me'aht bjr^ that. 
IrfaflFWer to hSs'tWoihm'g a vanal'to iheKiog 
ot'S^aHrri he'lail): lie" k'ne'w" hiiri not, neitliei- 
irttold' he',' whA was free-born,' fubjeS hTnifelf 
to -any m'art ; blat'as he IViJalfhis life-time beeii' 
free^' fo htf inf^hdetf to die; Having' thus' an- 
Mti-cd Abnz,ti-^ pr'opbTals, he [efi liitni and went 
tc^Iiis' own "diftrrQ/ Alohito' de'Lugo defplfing 
Vcritomo's anfiref', niarchcd forward,' arid en- 
caftiped-ac'aljiiicfe called Agilerc, froni whence 
he- miufe inroads inW ihi country, iniagini'ng 
fntrA' what had'b^eh' told him of the King of 
Taora^ ;lhaf If he orice conquered' that chief, 
ttifcrefl'of 'thte iflariH' miitl fubmitat once. So 
paffitig'by the diftriQs of Anago, Tacoronte, 
aridTegaeftc, wlthotlt 'meeting with any refift- 
aricej he came to Orotava, then called by the 
n^tive^ Aracifa^alt!,' where ' he" made ' a great ' 
booty of-cattle i with which he was reiiirning 
biiki wh^n 'Vintortib'affembled'hi's 'three hun- 
dredmeti; and gave ihe command of them to 
his brother, with' orders to harafs the Spaniards 
in'their refreai in the na^ro^i' and difHcult' pafTes, 
tha* they might be defaiued until fuch timeashe 
could draw' togethef the reft of his forces to at- 
tack them: Accordingly, as the Spaniards were ' 
K 2 pafling 
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-pDfling a narrow defile, rurrounded 'frith faigb 
cliffs or mountains, the three hundred Guanches, 
who lay in ambufh, gave a great fliout and 
whlflle, and then fell on them with fuch fury, 
that they put them entirely to the rout, for the - 
SpaniarcTs could make no ufc of their cavalry in 
that place, on which they much depended, nor 
avail themrelvcs of the fupcriority of their num- 
bers ; To that there was no remedy but in a pre- 
cipitate flight. The Guanches purfued tbem 
clofely, making great daughter of the fugitives. 
The King's brother having fat down upon a 
Hone by the way-lide to reft himfelf, being much 
fatigued, Venlomo came up to him with the 
forces he had gathered together, and feeing his 
brother fitting there by himfelf, he reprimanded 
him fevercly ; but the other replied with great 
coolnefs, " I have done my part in vanqui(hin{ 
the enemy, now the butchers are doing theirs 
in kilting ihem." In this batile the greateft 
part of Alonzo's army perilhed j and as the place 
where it was fought lay near Centcjo, it was 
called la MataiiTa de Centejo, i.e. the Slaughter 
of Centejo, which name it flill retains. In this 
aSion the Spaniards loll fix hundred men, and 
Atonzo de Lugo himfelf narrowly elcgped; in 
the battle he was knocked off his hcH-fe, by a 
blow with a flone on his mouth, which beat out 
fome of his teeth ; and as he lay on the ground, 
he was furrounded by Tome Guanches, who kill- 
ed his hoffe, bui he himfelf was bravely defended 
by Pedro Benitez, furnamed the One-eyed, who 
refcued him out of their hands, and gave faim 
another horfe, which he mounted, and efcaped 
with fome of his troops to the port, where the 
fliips received them on board, and iminediately 
d'lfpalchcd 
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Afpatched their boats to go along the coaft in 
qsefi of ihe reft who hqdefcaped from the battle: 
they found ninety together, who, by fwinnming, . 
bad laved ihemfelves on a rock in the fea, whom 
(faeytook off and brought to the (hips. Some 
(hysafter they had colkSed logerher their fcat- 
tered troops, and rerrelhed ihein, they landed 
in the fame port, but were macktd and beaten 
by the natives, fo that they were obliged again 
to embark with fomc lofs. Quite dtfpirited by 
the fe mis fortunes, Abnzoknew not what courfe 
to take ; for he could not pretend to land again, 
having loll iirthc two battles upwards of leven 
hundred men. At length he returned with the 
remaiiTS of his troops to Gran- Canaria, where 
be and his men were hofpiiably received by his- 
old friends, who gave him all rhe alKilance in ■ 
their power; From thence he fent to romemer-- 
chants at Seville, who had afliftcd bim «'iih 
money in his expedition to Palma, requeftirg- 
another fupply, which they granted. With this 
money he levied troops-in Gran Canaria ; at the 
fame time the Duke of Medina Sidonia fent fix 
carvelsj having on board fix hundred and fifty 
men and forty horfca, commanded by Bariolo- 
meo Efhipinan : Ignes Peraza, widow of Diego- 
de Herrera, nllb fent him a reinforcement of) 
troops fromLancerota. 
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7be Sequel of 1^ C^tqueji. 

ALoNzo DE Luco jiow found hunlicU ^t 
ihe head of a ihoufaod foot and le venry 
horre, all completely jtmed. With thefefortts 
he embarked in the fix carvels ^nd, other yc^eh,: 
Juan Melian deBeiancour, Jt^n-in law to pon 
Alonzo Jaimes dc Soiomajor, went as Alfctei^ 
or Standard-bearer, to the expedition, carrying the 
Tandard of Gran Canaria. The fleet arrived al 
Santa Cruz, where the greater part of (heforce^ 
Lir.ded, and marched diredly to l:,he.plaip of l^- 
guna, .where they ^ad a fligi^.t QtirmWh wtlh 
the Guanclies, iy:ar ihe iuumjtagc of Gxax:if,. 
From lheiic£ prflcced^ng foryprd (o Ta«a, jn 
two divifions, ihej c^me ^e^r the arEf>y pf ihio 
Guanches, Ueing tlie united fpr^es ol l^e illand, 
with u'hom they had many encounters. Bm* the 
natives, feeing the number and good jortjer^ 
the Spaniards, tlie precaution! they look in it- 
voiding ambufcades and difficult p^lles, and con;* 
fidering the fmall fuccefs they had had in their fre- 
quent ftirmifhes with them, andalfo, that not- 
wIihftandiiTg the great blow they gave them at 
Centejo, ihey reiurned in fo fliori a lime, and 
with fo formidable an army ;' they began to ihinlc 
fcrioufly of treating with (hem. Accordingly 
afTembling all the chief men of the ifland, they 
fent to Alonzo de Lugo to beg atruce, in order 
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to haw* confertnce 'Vith'hitn; *bich he itn^ 
mdtettly 'grtmtid. They accorHifigly came, 
•nd'Vrefe'recefVedAviih great civility, and hobly 
tntenuned. Thby thbn demanded of him, 
■wh« ^Tttiotltes bad'induAd rtTe'Spaniards toin- 
tadethe'lfl^dd th'that 'hoftilb ttidnu'er, diflurbing 
the rcpofe of rhe inhabitants, plundering ihem 
of their ctttfle, nid '^crying the people into cap- 
tivity, -(rifbtnlt hti/nig received any provocation 
from thctti }. Wfd defiwd affo to knowbh what 
pretenfiflns t/e ctttirlmibd to make war upon 
Ihem? To all which Atonto de Lugo replied, 
that^bad no dtber de'fign rhaVi (b mrake th«ni 
become Chri ft ians, 'and fttvc 'Odd in a right 
mannet; which if they would cohTent lo, he 
wiould fitfferihem to remain in the quiiei and 
pekdeaiMe pofieffion of their tands, catite, and 
Bihcl- efrea^. The 'Guanchts, hficr taking this 
propofal into cbnfideration, cartie to Alonzo de 
£iugOi 'And toldbim thvy were willing to become 
Chrifiiaris; thereupon all ihcOuanches ihen 
{thsftnt were itn'mediatcly baptized ; and for fe- 
VeJrtldays kfter, otherscame ih from all parts of 
the ifland, tntil fuch time as all the inhabiiants 
of the ilUnd bid received baptifm. This fiid- 
itn reroltition gaft great joy to Alonzode Lugo, 
who now faw the Wbtile ifland reduced without 
bloodlhed, iot. which he gave God thanks, and 
founded a hermitSge on ihe fpot where the treaty 
with the Guanches was concluded, and called it. 
Nueftta SeltOra dft la Viftoria, i. e. Our Lady 
of Vifttfry: it is fitukted in the road between 
Oroiavia and the city of Laguna. 

tfAVlffG quieted the natives, and fettled thfe 

governinent on a regular plan, he went through 

the iflaod in qucA of a proper place for building 

K 4 a city. 
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a city. At length he made choice oF a fpot ih 
the plaiD of Laguna, where hs laid the founda- 
rioii of a city on the 25th day of July, 1495, 
being Si. Ghrillophcr's day, and therefore called 
it St. Chriflobal de la Laguna. When he land- 
ed at Santa Cruz, he left fome people there to 
ereSt a fort, for the fccurity of his troops, where, 
in cafe of any difafter befalling them, fuch as 
that they met with at Mafanzade Ceotejo, they 
might have a place of refuge to fly to. This 
town of Santa Cruz is now become the largeQ 
of any in the Canary Iflands. 

Aftlh the reduSion of Tenerife, naofl of 
the offtcera and foldiers returned to Spain. To 
ihofc who chofe to remain in the illand, Alonzo 
gave lands for their maintenance:. and fent ad- 
vice (o Cadille, to their Majeftics, Ferdinando 
and Ifabella, of what he had done, who were 
highly pleafed with the news of the conqueft of 
all ihc Canary Iflands, which had coft them fo 
much blood and treafure, but were now, with 
the kingdom of Granada, annesed to the crown 
of Caftille: fo that the Italians, French, and 
other Europeans could no longer upbraid the 
Spaniards wiih going into foreign climes in fearch 
ot couniries 10 conquer, while they could not 
expel the Moors from their own. 

King Ferdinando appointed Alonzode Lugo* 
Governor of the iflands-or Tenerife and Palaia, 

* It is remarkable, that the Marquis de St. Andrei, 

die defcendanC from AIodzo de Lugo in the direct 
line, was, about two jears aeo, routined in the In- 
quiridoQ atGian Caoaria, although his ancellor waa 
rtie vei7 perfon who brought* the nacivci of Teoerife 
10 etnbtace the Romidi faicb. 

with 
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with Ihe title of Lieutenant-governor of the 
Canary Iflands ; and Inveflcd him wiih power to 
diftribute lands amongA thofe who had aflifled 
in the oonqueft, and others who might fettle on 
the idand : his Majcdy lilcewire granted them, 
for their encouragement, many privileges and 
exemptions. .The firft Regidors of Tcnerifc 
were Chriftoval dc Balde Elpina, Pedro Mexia, 
Guillen Cadellano, Lopez Fernandez, Pedro 
. Btnitez, and Geronimo de Valdez. From thofe 
fizaredcfcended the major part of the gentry of 
the ifland of Tenerife. 

Alohzo' deLugo appointed Hernando de 
Truxillo his Lieutenant or Deputy- governor j , 
and Francifco de GoTvaran; Alcalde Major : the ' 
Jnrados were Franctfco de Alvornas, and Juan ■ 
de Vadajos ; and the place of Clerk of the Ca-:' 
Ttldo was given lo Alonzode la Fuente.. 



K-i, 
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Crudtut of P^nna, ^Irix Bakadiila. S(^ "W- 
rifs Alanzo de ^ugt. ^r peatb. 4'o'fZe. 4f 
i-^S"- ^,'V^"^ "f '.^ Gcvxroofe^t of iJferio ftut 

IT has alrefdj^ bpep oK^rK^ io- rfa^ wv^f qF 
thU hi{iory^ ttif t ^wbh ^mi'i^ ptiMitlfk 
stter the ciajf at her pu^REF; ^ pAflt H«h 
^ jiuido de Verif, r^tHrned back ifuttt ^moto hfl(r> 
ifljnd of Go(pera. Jt fpems, bf|icf(i 4^ wi>t 
«n that unfucc^fs/ut ^Ipcdiiifjp, 1^^}n^\tit h.<«r, 
ion in charge of AJonzo de Lugo, aha had en~ 
tered into a contra^ of marriagp with- him,, 
which wat te be confummated on her return fronts 
Cadille- Accordingly, after, the conqucd of 
Tencrife, he came to Gomera, where they, 
were married. From thence ihey went to re- 
fide in Tenerifc : but before that time, arid while 
Alonzo de Lugo was in Gomera, one of [her 
principal inhabitants ihtre^ named Nuncs dc 
Caflancda, being loo open in his cenfures of 
Donna Beatrix Bobadilla's condud, bad dropt 
bmt exprelTions tending to impeach lier conti~- 
nepcy during, her ftate of widowhood. Wheni 
this came to her ears, Ae Tent for him private!/ 
one night,, and bringing him to confefs what he 
had faid,^, dircdly caufcd him to be hanged on a 
beam in her own houfe ; and nest morning or- 
dered the dead bod]^ to-be cut down,, and after- 
wardio 
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Wards hanged on a palm-tree in the fquare be- 
fore his own gate. Upon which his wife went 
immediately to Spain, to lay her complaints he- 
tatt thiiir Majenies oF this criiel anion. Afiet 
Alcfflzo de Lugo and his wifi: went to dwell kt 
Tenerife, Donna Beatnz received letters frono 
tome of her vafTais in Gomcra, accufing Herhanq 
MunoSj whom Ihe had left to govern the ifland 
of > defign of rebelling againfl hef} and deliver- 
ing the illand to Sancho Herrera, her firA hus- 
band's brother, and Lord of Lancerota and Fu- 
criaventura, with whom flie had fome difputes 
concerning (he inheritaiice of the ifUnds of Go- 
mera and Hierro. On the receipt of ihefe let-- 
iers the embarked privately, with thirty ineii,. 
arid landed in tioihera; with thefe (he entered' 
fhc tower, and font forHernandMdnos, Wfien 
he caime, Qie commanded her people to leize 
his fword, and charged him with treafon ; whicK 
accufatlAA confoun^d him greatly: hut being 
Gonfcious of his innocfince. and under no obtiga- 
tlonj to her, he (Irenuoudy dented the charge*, 
alferting that he was no traitor. Enraged by 
lier fufpicions and the firmnefs of his anfwer, Ihe ■ ■ 
ordered hef men to hang him in the fquare of the 
tower, withoutmaking any farther enquil'y int6> 
the matter; and then returned to Teiierife,. 
leaving orders for his interment near the grave 
oT her firff hufband. The widow of tfie deceaf-- 
ed Munos went immediately to Spain, to raa^e 
cb'tflpUItit againfl AonnaBeatriz-Bobadllla, fpr 
the murder of her hufband and the many ahufes 
and a^ of injultice fhe had committed in. the 
ifland: rn cohfequence of which fhe was ord^er- 
ed to repaid to courts to anfwer to thecoinpIainIS'> 
and charges brbiight agaihft her. She, confiding 
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in her intereft there, and delirmg to fee hec na- 
tive country, willingly obeyed the fummons, 
although her hufband, Alonzo de Lugo, ufed 
bII his endeavours to diHuade her from going to 
Spain. 

When flie arrived there, (he was received' 
viih much Ibew of efleem and friendfhip by the 
Queen Ifabella, who was then at Medina del 
Campo : however, foon afier Donna Beatriz. was L 
one morning found dead in her bed ; but to what; 
caufe the Aiddennefs of her death was owing^ 
no one pretended to tnow. The Queen caufed 
her to be interred with great pomp. She left »'. 
fon with Alonza de Lugo, named Guillen Per- 
aza, whom (be had by her 6fft hiiiband. Her-; 
nand Peraza: he was heir to the iflands Hierro 
and Gomera, and filled Conde de la Gomera, 
being the firll perfon who had the title of Count, 
ii) the Canary Iflands. Wh'tn this youth' at- 
tained the age of fourteen years, he applied to 
his father-in-law to put him in pofleflion of the 
government of his two ifland&j but was put off! 
from time to rime with frivoldus excufes and pre- 
, fences that he was too young to govern them.. 
Being at length tired with repeated applications 
to no purpofe, hie became. very unealy, made, 
complaint privatel]^ to fome of his intimates, 
one of whom was Albnzo dct Campo, a man- 
of great refoldtlMi,,. who, correfponding with 
foRieothers, fecrelly prepared a bark; and then 
went with Guitl£n Peraza to. Alonzo de' Litgo, 
and in a formal^anner demanded the furrendec 
of the government of the two iflinds into the 
hands of Gi>illen Peraza, to whom of. right it 
belonged.'. Alonzo de Lugo anfwered, that he 
woiild^ jna proper time, quit the adminiAration. 
of: 
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of (hem in his favour, but could not think of . 
doing it till fuch tinrie as Guillen Pcraza might 
be better qualified, by age and experience, to ' 
manage fuch important bufincfs as (he govern- 
ment of his eUates. This anfwer being no way 
fatisfadory to Guillen or the. con fpira tors, after - 
conliderable altercation, Alonzodel Campo rofe 
up and told bira, that they Jiad prepared a bark 
to carry him out of the ifland, into which he 
iDuft immediately gp without refinance, other-- 
wife it Ihould coft him his life. The Govemor 
knowing he had no force at hand to oppofe the 
GOnfpiraiors, who were numerous and refoluie, . . 
and that the Spaniards and Gomerans bore him 
■njnveterate hatred, on account of his counts 
nancing his wife Donna Bcatriz Bobadilla in the 
cruelty and injuflice fhe esercifcd ■■ Gomera ; 
on Ihefe confiderations -h&,scqiiie(ced,' and em-- 
barked without^making any fefiflance. Aifoon 
asihe was. on board, the bark failed for Tencnfc" 
Thtis Alonzo de Lugo lofl the government of. 
the tflandsof Hierro and Cbmera, wl^icb werct 
afterwards ruled by Guillen Peraza, their lawfal 
malter, to the general fatisfa&jon of all the in->.. 
habiiantsr 
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PL T N Y &7S, '• There »« tW hrtiftbifints- 
♦* in the Fortunate Mands." AfiJ iil aiid- 
ther pfaa be dyi, " Itt Cand^ria: are vef^ 
^ tigcs erf buildings, wbich leftif; that it was' 
" fbrmerfy inhattfted." 

Pldta*cm*s Fortunare fllands were atfi*- 
peopFcd; accOTdlng to his accoont of theit) ; for 
he fayi in one place, '* The foil is To abutidani!- 
" 1/ fruitful, that it produces fpontaneoufljr 
*' plants and fruits, for ufe and delicacy, fuS- 
** cicnt to anfwer the wants and delight the pa- 
'* lates of the inhabitants." 'Defcnbing the 
temperature of the climate, he fays, " It i*- 
" firnaly believed even by the barbarous natives 
** themfelves,. that this is the feat of the BleC- 
«: fe*" 

If thefe illands were formerly inhabited, what 

became of the natives afterwards? for Madeira. 

And Porto Santo, when difcovered by the Portu- 

S«e»e». 



THE CANARY TSt ANDS. 107- 
gseze, vote utterly deflilute of inhabitants. It 
iBuft have been owing to fome uncommon ev«nt^ 
that atl. thtfc peoffe abandonet] their native 
cfiuntrv, without fo much as leaving a fiu^e h- 
Taiy behind. But if they perifhed m the Inands. 
it is Sill more eilraordlRaiT ; fQr wc never hearo- 
of the whdc inhabtianis ©f any country being de- 
frayed without Mcepiion, by war, famine, pef- 
tttence, or any oiher calamity. If I may be al- 
loHwl to giKft tt thecaufc of tbii depoputation, 
we mufl obferve (hat almofl two thinjs of each 
of the Camry Iflands are now covered with cal- 
dned rocks, pumice-floneG. «nd[ black duft or 
alhes, which have fprraCTfy been thrown out 
from velcanot, the remains of which areftill to 
be feen in every one of thofe ifland:. 

t do- not think it improbable, that nianyof 
the natives might have bc^n deCtroyed by thofe 
violent cmptiona; and that the remainder being, 
t^fied, abandoaed their country, and went io, 
<iueft of new habitations : but where they went,, 
it a queflion not cafily fotved ; though ftntie 
writers afTert, that they pafled over to Angelica : 
, but this 19 piere conjeflture. 

From twqpafTages in the Nubian Geographer,.' 
it would Teem that ther« were, iqhabiuota m the 
Canary Iflaqdf, Madeira,, or Porto SomOh fome 
time after the conqucft of Spain by the Moori^ 
an<j before the SpaiTiAfd& cx^Ued the Mow* 
rram Lilboii in 1147. Of this ike reader najF^. 
judge for himfelF, m I fitall heie tmufcribe thofe 
piflaget.: 

Part I. Of the Ttiird Cfimatt. ** Ih tWs' 
** fea is atfb the illand of two brother*, magi- 
** dans; ilie one of which is calted'Sciarrahain,,.* 
** and the other ScisrAin. 

« Tkis 
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** This port is oppofite to Afafi *, and ii at. 
*' To fmall s diftancc from it, that, when the 
'* lir on the fca is clear xnd fits from clouds, 
« you candifcern fmoke on the conlinent.. 
** There is alfo io thij Tea an ifland of fheep, . 
'*- which is I a rgp and covered wiih-adarkcloudft 
*' in which iiland are innumerable Iheep, hut 
*' fmall, Jind their flelh extremely bitter lo the . 
** tafle, and unfit for food; and this likewife- 
»' appears from the relation of the Almagliru-.;- 
" rin (Wanderers)." 

Part L Of the Fourth CKtnate. «- Op— 
*' pofite to Lifbon (which is fituated on the. 
" coall of. the Dark.Sea),,on theSouih bankof - < 
*" the river is the cattle of ^linaadcn (of trea- 
**^ fure), fo called from gold which is thrown - 
**■ out after a .florm at fca. Prom Lilbon went - 
" out AJmaghrurin (the Wanderers), ,wha at-.- 
" tempted theDark-Seaf to make diicoveries; . 
" and from them a path in the town, not far. 
** from. the lake, takes iu name, which it wilU 
. **^ retain to latell ag^ 

■ That this is Asaffi in Barbirj'ii beyond all doubt, ,. 
atjna^ be fecn b^ whit he fay) thereorin the defctlp- 
liOD of the kingdom of Morocco: although Porto-' 
Samo ii not fo near tb£ continent as be rcpiefeiits it i ^ 
yct'it is cxafll^i.aslKfajFt, floating Afafi, or oppo- 
fite to ic 

■)- ThisanfwervexaAljlo tfafrgloonoTclond that 
Atrronnded Uadrira, wkd diloneivd by the Pottu- 
Kpne, and which made them afraid lo Tentnre neat it. 
Titt ifiinds Tenerife, Palroa, and Madeira appear at 
a.difiance (when the trade-wind blows) like ihrck 
dark clouds. Madeira was full or woods when dif- 
cOTcred, which no doubi attrafied the vapours, and 
Bade it appear mote gloomjr. 

*• Asn-j 
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" Anb this is their hiHory. Eight men, who 
'* were ceufins, having built a merchant (hip, 
" and provided it with water and neccflary pro- 
'* vilions for feveral months, began their voy- 
" age as foon as the eall wind began to blow: 
*' and when they had failed almofl eleven dayi, 
«* with a fair wind, ihey came at laft to a cer- 
" tain Tea, whofe thick waters had a difagree- 
" able fmcll, where there were many rocks and 
" a dufky light: wherefore, being afraid oE 
" certain ftiipwreck, they altered ihcir courfe^ 
" and failing twelve days lo the fouth, they 
" landed upon an illand of fheep, or cattle, 
" where innumerable flocks flrayed without » 
" fhcpherd or guide. Here they found a foun- 
*' tain of running water, which was ove^lhadow- 
" ed by a wild fig-tree. And having caught fome 
** flieep, or cattle, they killed them; but per- 
" ceiving their flefli fo bitter that it could not 
** be eaten, they only took their fkins. After 
" this, failing alfo twelve days at the fouth, 
** ihey defcried at a dlflance a certain illand^ 
*' and feeing habitations and cuhivated lands, 
" [hey failed near to it, to make farther difco- 
" yeries. But not long after, they were far- 
" rounded with boats, taken prifoners, andcon- 
" duded, together with iheir Ihip, to a cerlaiiL 
*' town fituated on the fea-coaA ; where, wheiL 
" they arrived, they faw reddifh men, with thin 
" and long hair, and tall in Mature ; the womea- 
*' were alio furprizingly beautiful. They were> 
** kept there for three days, in a certain houfe }. 
*' but on the fotirth day a man came to them, 
*' and afkcd them.in Arabic, concerning theircon- 
** dition, for what ihey came, and to whom they. . 
'* belonged i^ When tliey h>d told, htm all their. 
" ftorf , . 
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** ttmj, hepromified happf thingsro them, and 
" at tbe fame thne told. them he vu the IGng's 
" interpreter. Whefeforc, the reit day, being 
** broDght to the Kog, and tnierrogatedb^him 
** about the (kmc things which the interpreter 
" had tt&td, they told ihc King ihe fame ftorjr 
" which they hu told the interpreter ibe day 
•* before; that they had ventured to fea to dif- 
" cover whatever was reniarkabte or wonderful 
** in it, and to penetrate to its utmaA bounds. 
*' The King hearing thefe rhing?, laughed, and 
•* faid totbe intcrprctsr. Tell thefe men, that 
*' iny father commanded fome of his fubjeSt to 
** fail this fea; and they failed by iis breadth a. 
** whole monrh, fo that the light tsiled them^ 
** altogether, and fo fheir voyage wfts Vain and. 
•* ufelefi. Moreover, the King comrtiamfcdthe 
" interpreter to promife^nod things in his name 
** to Thefe people, and to bid them put ttfctt 
" confidence in him: They were (hett con»- 
" dueled back (o the place of their ctmfinc- 
** metit, and detained there till the w«ft -wind 
•* began to blow. Then being put into al^oac,. 
" with their eyes bound, they were Tent to fea ;, 
•• where, according lo their relation, they re* 
** mained three days and nights : at length t!hey 
" arrived at (he continent, where they were put 
" on fhore, with their hands ired behind tbeir, 
■* backs, and thus left (o (hift for iheti^etves. 
** In this condition ihey lay tiH day-break, dor- 
'* ing, which lime ihey fiiflKTed tlie greateil on- 
"•'eafinefs from being bound fo tight. But at 
** length hearing a noife of human voices, they 
"- altogether called a)oud for help; when feme 
** people approaching, and feeing them in ihit. 
**• miferable condition, cn<i\iired of them the 
•• uufei. 
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*' f^ifi^i ttieCc people .(who xoK barbafianO 
" afkcd them if they knew how far they were 
" from -th«r«wn country ? To which (hoy rc- 
" pJ^j [they cpukt not idl. Upon this they 
" tWOFCFtotd that it W4S two.months (ravel. Tbe 
'*' .c^Htimaiider of tbefc Ainfoitunate men-hear- 
*' ing thi$, btirll.out ijiio ihts exclamation^ V> 
" Asfi! i. e. .AU»I what ,we ivStrl and, the 
** pMce has «ver (Ince baenaalled Asfi. It is s 
** harbour in tbe wcAcrmoft part of the coafl, 
" of which we have already made msBtien;" 

As the Nubian Geographer had not the B'bove 
,inentioiu;d account from the adventurers them- 
.{t[vee, we mfty leafon ably conclude that we ttaTC 
not t^fieljiiion of the voyage-ez^ly as- it was 
pcfiformed : but if ;thcre is any trelb in it at all^ 
ihf i^and wheie the uoyagen wqpc blind- folded,, 
^nd fi;oni tbenoc fent to AzafE, can be no other 
than :Ope of tbe Canary Illandi, Madeira^ or 
PoF-io Samo, all wtich lie witbin ^i«e days fall 
of Az*ffi. 

Or fkil ihtft ifUnda, Fueftaveitura tidtfatreA 
for the JfUnd of Ae tma iiirotbcrs, magicians, 
becauCc in clear weather it niay be-percclvcd from 
the^qmificnt of itiiat fMrj (tf Africa 'Htuated to 
ihe fouth-weft of AzafE. 

NafWiBS Azaffi was at ihat tiMelhe remotefl 
d^-pprt town to the fouib-w«ll, it is probable 
that the natives of the continent oppofite to Fu- 
erlaventiira, coming to Azaffi to trade, might 
Viform the inhabiuiUs of that town, that from 
their coaft they always, in clear weather, ob- 
{ervcd an ifland. This will account for our au- 
^or** faying, " This port looks towards Azaffi^ 
'.* asd is at fo ^all a difiance from it, that,. 
<.* who the air op the fea it clear tad free from 
" cloudt,, . 
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" clouds, ]rou can dilccrn fmoke on the contt- 
" nent. 

I fliall now proceed lo give fome account of 
the original of thofe people defcribed in the fore- 
going HiflofV of the Difcovery and Conqueft of 
the Canary rflands. The author of ihat HiOorjr 
has written no left than three folio pages to con-' 
fuie an opinion, held by Come^ that (he natives 
of the Canaries were the deTcendants of the ten 
tribes of Itrael that were cafFied- into captivity, . 
by the AHyrians. 

Hi5 own opinion «, that they- camefi^ns* 
Mauritania } and this he founds onlhc refem^ 
blance of names of places in Africa and -in the 
iflands; for fays he, " Teldc, whiclvii the name 
" of the oldeft habitation in Canariay Orotava, . 
" and Tegefte, are all names which-- we find. 
" given lo places in Mauritania and in Mount- 
" Atlas. It is to be fuppofed that Canariaj 
" Fuertaventura, and Lanccrota were peopled^ 
** hy the Alarbesf who are ih& nation moll 
" edccmed in fiarbary; for the natives of tho(e 
" iflands named milk Aho, and bar^y Temafen^ 
" which are the names that are given to thofe 
" things :tn the language of the Alarbes of Bar- 
'• faary." He adds, that 

'* Among the books of a library that was in ■ 
"' the cathedral of St. Anna, in-Canaria, there - 
" was one, fo much disfigured and- torn- that it 
"wanted both tke beginning and theend; it 
" treated of the Romans, and gavean account, 
"that when Africa was a Roman province, the 
" natives of Mauritania rebelled, and killed' 
•* their Prefid en ts and Governors; upon which- l 
** the fenatc, refolving to puniJh and make a fc^ 
** vere^ example of the icbels, fcnt a powerful 
" army ■ 
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"' army into Manriunia, which vaaqui(hc<l and 
*' 4'educed them igBJn to obedience: foon after* 
" the ringleaders of the rebellion were put to 
" death, and the tongues of the common fort, 
" and of their wives and children, were cut out* 
". and then they were all put on board veflels, 
" with fome grain and cattle, and tranfported to 
" the Canary Iflands *.*' ' 

Whether the Canarians were exiles frcui 
Africa, or not, I (hall not pretend to determine^ 
but am perfuaded ihej c^me originaHy from 
thence. This may eafily be proved fretn the 
fimilitudfr of cuftoms and language m South 
Barbary, to thofe of the natives of all the Ca- 
Ruy Iflands, exceptingTenerifef. 

For inftancc, the Libyans J, before they gave 
iheir daughters in marriage, kept (hem apart 
fome time, and fed' them with lailk till they - 
became very fat. When any of them were 
wounded, they poured hot butter into the wound. 
And iheir principal dilh, called Coufcouflba, 
was much the famC'With the Goffio of theCa- 
narians. 

• One Tboinas'Nicols, who lived Tevcti years in 
the Canary IQind?, and wrote a b'l&oiy of'tbem, 
fayi, that the beft account he could ^t of the oiigia 
of tbe natives, was that they were exiles from Africa, 
banithed thence by the Romans, who cut out their 
[ODgues for blarpbeming their Gods. 

+ The language in Tenerift, at the time of the 
conqucft, had Qo affinity to thofe fpoten in (he left . 
of the iflanda ; by the annexed fpecimen it feems to 
have fome referoblance of the Petuvian or fonie other , 
of the American tanguej. 

X See the DeTcriptian of Africa. 

Birr 
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But the-gTMWft proof lies in the fimilrtiKitf 
between the Caaarian and Libyan langbage^ aS' 
may bcobferved in ihefoilowiBg cotteflkm of 
words gathered obi of thcHiftory of the Dif- 
covery and CoM|UCfti' My author' ii '■ rtiiftakei*' 
when he fays, the Urtguagee of' thclflands re-' 
fi^bted the languagr ■ fpoken by the Afarbes oi'' 
Arabs of Barbary ; for the itro words he men- 
tions are 'not Arabic^ but'ShlDha, theUnguage 
now fpoken in the moumaias in the knigrfoM*' 
of. Morocco, Suj^.and o«her parts of Sftutl*' 
EUrbai^. AltbsBgb'ib* numbiT of the wwds 
iftuhe fp»cin»en.of theltngnagBsof the'ifljnds, 
eschifivc of that of TeneHftfi- artwum 10- moPt- 
than eighty, yet-there are not above twenty of 
them which I caH rigbtly deduce from the Shitl- 
ha.* which may caufc an obieSieo to w*iat I 
sllert concerningi^bfl original of the CaRsrians; 
but it mufibeconfideredy that fomeof tt*e diaJ 
ledfrof the Libyan tongue are as much di^reitt 
frpnrona another, as the Canarian is froffi the' 
Shillha } yet (hey are all branches of one origi- 
nal language, as I fhall fliew hereafter, in tb«' 
dcfctiption of Africa. 

It is evident that the Libyans did not come 
to'the Canary Iflands till after Pliny had wrote 
hi» Natural Hiflory ; for he tells us that ihofe"^ 
■(lands were theiT uninbabtted ; and iris as clear- 
it muft have bceni before the conqUeft of Barbhry ' 
by the Arabs, othor-wHi: wcftiOBtdhavefouttd-- 
fomfe of theceriamomei of-the Mahomedan re- 
ligfen^among-the Can&rians. 

Ivis even not imprObiWe that the Libyans 
who firff fettled intht iflands, fled thither to 

, * All thV Libyails pWffefs MahomedaniTai. 

avoid 
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•wid falling into the bands of the vi^noos 
Arabs. 

The natins of the Canary Iftnds, at- tiK 
time of thexonqued, fcoew not the ufe of.bMt3i 
GonfequeDilf the inhabilmts of one ifland could 
not have any tatercourre^ith thofe oE another^, 
yet, fa;s my .author, the - language^ of alL= of; 
them, eicept^that of Tcnerife, though- verjf 
■differentia bu 'ibtne affiiiilyr4o<acb' odter. 
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Th e above fpecimen of the reveral languages 
of the Camirian Iflandi ia written according to 
the Spanifli orthography ; and it mud be obferv- 
ed that Gua, Gue, muft in Eoglilh be pronounc- 
ed Wa, Wc ; Ch, as in the word Cherry, &c. the 
Spantfh } is founded guttnrall/. Our Spanilh 
author has given ihe terminations of his language 
to the above Canarian words; for a Spaniard 
cannot pronounce a word without lenninating it 
with a vowel, except thofe words which end in 
d, n, r, 3, z, I, X, y. The Canarian plurals, as 
'well as the Libyan, end in n, but our author has 
changed them ; for inflance, (or Carian, Bgfkets^ 
he has given us Carianas, becaufe the Spanilh 
plurals never t<%unate in n. 

As our authorhad thofe Canarian words front 
the defcendanis of the natives, who in his tiMe 
fpoke nothing but Spanilh, and had no know- 
ledge of the language of their ancellors but by 
tradition; therefore we may fuppofe that thou: 
words are greatly altered ; yet if we cut off the ' 
$panilh terfninaiicns, and change Gna and Gue 
Into Wa, We, we fliall find the afBnity of the 
Cinarian tongue to the Libyan, as near as we 
could well ' exped, even fuppofing the Libyans 
and Canarians to have been originally the ume 
people. For inftance ; according to the Englifh 
pronunciation, Y iguida y iguan (i, e. it will 
fall), mud be pronounced thus, Y iwid y twan: 
and fuppofing that the words arc tranlpofed front 
their orginal or real difpofition, and that they 
were placed thus, Y iwan y iwid, we fhould find 
in them a great litenefs to the Libyan words of- 
the fame meanmg, viz. Y want y dir. How- 
ever^ of this tfae reader will judge for himfdf.. 
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t_^m ttn gircn the Camriin ncstnUrv er 

•e^wit'iim tbeSpmiOi mtmtrcript. 

AHhleche TTie name of the illand; 

ViiKbeni The N.tivei. 

C™""! Ships. 

Arjiiihon • Behold Ships, or Ships ap^ 

Qoebechi The Royil Difnilr. 

Ahico t ;i Cloak or Garment. 

An^P* A Sceprer or Spear. 

Achf™"*'""' l^"*""?' "' Heaven mi. 
Achaman 
Achuhuiaban 
Acbucana 
Aguaj-arerar 
■ Guaruait 



Earih, 



5 

/ The Graat, Sublimcj^ and 
f SulUiner of dl. 
Oci, or He who holda tb* 
World. 

AlniflydiafonatWinnrHe who holdi itie Htma 
Acliicuctf A 9m. 

STucafa A EftughtCT: 

Tstfonsi iGinesiitadvofOiarpllMMS. 

JWcrrfcy f A King. 

Ach«menr«]t NbbWor GtntltnioRi 

CiThifiquicO ETquires er Yeom«iK 

AcliiciarDflj' Peafarrtt or Sef vami> 

C^ebehicnt Your Hig^efi; for (o titty 

' flHed the Kmg. 
Aftorer Harlcy-meal, roamd. 

Taro Barley. 

Caflciuu Little Doga. 

Ara . A Goat. 

Aim.- a Shcep>r 

Venefiner 
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Venefmer 


The Month of Augaft. 


Hacicfael 


Peas Beam, or Tares. 


AhoF 


Milk. 


Ocbe 


Butter. 


Yoj. 


Mocane«> or Elder-benie*. 


Qiacerquen 


Hooey, or Meiafies made 




of iBOcaaes. 


TriguenS 


Wheat. 


Conn 


A Man. 


Chtmato 


A Woman. 


Atuman 


Heaven. 


Tagaror 


The Place of Judgmeiit 




or Juftice. 



The firft word marked • in the Tenerifean 
dialed refembles the name of a j>ort on the coaft 
of Africa, called Arguin, formerly much fre- 
quented by fhipping. The fecond f, Tabayck, 
which in Shillha ugnifies a Garment. The 
third tt Menfa, which in the language of the 
Bambara, or Mandingo Blacks, fignifies a King. 
The fourth §, Trigo, which in Spanilh figniBes 
Wheat. 



END OF Tin FIRST VOLUME. 
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DESGRIPTION 



CANARY ISLANDS. 



A Deftriptien of Laneereta and tbt adj4etnt mt- 
inhabited IJtandt. 

T^ I S ifland is vktj higb, and inij 
be difcerned at a great diAance. On 
approaching it feems very black, 
rocky, and barren. It is about (if- 
teen niiles long and ten broad. The latitude 
of the centre of the iflandjs tweniy-nine de- 
grees eight minutes norif. 

The principal port is on ihe fouth-eaft fide, 
and is called Porto dc Naos, where any vefl'el, 
not drawing above eighteen feet, may enter 
at high-waier and fpring tides, and lay fecurc 
from all winds and weather; although in fail- 
ing along tt]$ coafl, the {hipping appear as if 
at anchor in an open road, the harbour being 
formed by a ridge of rocks, which cannot be 
perceived at any dillance, mofl ot ihem lying 
under water : ihele break off the fwelt of the 
fea, (b that the infide is as fmooih asamilU 
pond. As there is no other convenient place 
in this, or any of the reft of the Canary 
A 2 Iflands, 



4 THEHISTDRYOF 
Iflsnds, for cleaning or repairing large veflels, 
MI is much frsquenied for that purpofe by the 
ftiij'ping which trade to thefe iflands. At the 
weft end of the harbour ftands a fquare caAIe, 
built of flone, and mounted with fome can- 
non, but of no very great ftrength, for ftiips 
oi Avar may approach within mufquet-Aiot of ' 
it. 

At this port there it no town or wHage, 
bui there are fome magazines, where corn is 
Jepofited in order-to be feady fcr txporlation. 

On the weft fide of the caftle is another 
port, -called Porto CavalJos, and by fome El 
Rei-jTe. This is alfo an excellenl harbour, 
furmed, like Porto de Naos, by a ridge of 
i(>cks; bul the enirance to it is (hallow, there 
being no more than i.welve feet waiter at fpring- 
tides. Upon a fmall ifland, or large lock, be- 
tween the two harbours, l>and$ the aforefaid 
<aftle, ivhich defends ihem both. This rock 
is joined lo the land by a brklge, under which 
hoatsgo from Porto dc Naos lo Porto Caval- 
1os. 

At the north end of Lancerola is a large 
rpacious harbour, called £1 Rio, which is a 
liieighi or channel, dividing the ifland of Lan- 
(Ltota from the uninhabited illand of Graci- 
ofa. A fhip of any burthen may enter this 
harbour at one end, and go cut at the other : 
it' fhe keeps in the mid-way between the two 
ifl-inds, ihe will always have fix or feveo fa- 
thoms water. 

BoT if a (hip want a fmooth place lo lie in 
«hilejlie trade-wind blows, fhe muft, in com- 
ing into this. harbour from the eaftward, run 
B good wa)' in, atui double a flialluw point 
wliich 
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which lies OD the right hand, taking care to 
give it a good birth, which may eafUy be done 
by coming no nearer it than four fathonn; 
when paft it, flie may edge near to Graciofa, 
and anchor in any convenient depth of vaterj 
for it Qioals gradually towards the Ihorc,. clofe 
to which there are two faihoms. 

This is a convenletit place in the ruminer- 
feafon for careening large (hips ; for a man of 
war of any nation that may happen to be at 
war with Spain, may come in here and un- 
load all her llore», &c. on the illand of Gra- 
ciofa, and heel and fcrub. Of if two chance 
to come in together, the one may heave down 
by the other; in doing which they need not 
fear any oppodtion from the inhabitants, for 
there ii. neither csflle or habitation near ihii 



Porto de Naos, cfpecially if the trade-wind 
happens Jo blow hard from the eaft, which 

, fends in a fwell that makes it very trouble- 
fome, if not impofGble (o careen a fhip pro- 
perly. But the wind does not often blow from 
that quarter in this part of the world. That 
which prevails moll is ihc northor north- norih- 
eafl trade-wind. In mooring here, great care 

.muHbs taken lo have a good anchor and targe 
fcope of cable towards Lancerota; for in ealt 
or fouth-ead winds, heavy gufls or fqualls 
come from the. high land of that illand. In 
the winter the wind here fometimes Ihifts to 
the fouth-weft, when it is neceflary to weigh 
and run back to the eadward round the atore- 
faid llDtiltow point, until the Ihip be land lock- 
ed from that wind, and there anchor. 

A3 That 
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That part of Lanoerota facing the hir- 
boUr of El Rio is an ezceedine hign and fteq;> 
cliff, from the bottom of which to the fur- 
bour or fra-lhore, is about two murquet-lhot 
diftance. The ground in this fpoce is lov, 
and here is a falina or falt-work, being a Tquare 
piece of land, levdled, and divided b^ fhallow 
trenches about two inches deep; into thefe 
ihey let the fca-waier, which, by the heat of 
the fun and the nature of the foil, foon lurQs 
into fait. 

From the fhore of this harbour there il no 
other way of accefa into Lancerota than by 
climbing a narrow, lleep, and intricate ^tb- 
way that leads to ihc (op of the high cliff be- 
fore-mentioned. It it fcarce poflible for ■ 
Dranger to afccnd it without a guide; for if he 
ihould chance to wander from the path, he 
could not eafily fipd it again, and wouU be in 
imminent danger of breaking his neck. 

There are no other ports ia Lancerota b^ 
iides thofe already mentioned. All Ibe fotiA 
fide of the illand may be recVoned one con- 
tinued Jiarbour when the trade-wind blow*, 
for then the fea there is fmooth,' and a boat 
may land at many places without any danger 
from the fiiif. 

About two leagues inland from Porto de 
Naos, towards t'he north wetT, is the town of 
Cayas, or Rubicon, the chief habitation in 
the itiand, and which was formerly a fiifhop's 
fee. It contains about two hundred houfcs, a 
church, and a convent of Friars : it has an 
old cadle, mounted with fome guns for its de- 
fence, Mdfl of the dwettii^-bonfes here have 
but a mean appearance. 

A>OD¥ 
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- ^AlaoKrr iwb leiigaet inland, »nd to the 
Jburiiwxnri from the 10)) ef the narrow fwih- 
^"ty rf the diff ■« El Rio, flands the town of 
Utria, the nest th f>Bc to Cayai. 1 imagine 
4tAHy<coiitain tfboiK ^raehunitred inhabiianlt. 
All the bbildiDga here, except itie church and 
VbKe -orfnur private houfe*, we very mean 
«h4 'poOr. When I wUj there, it was the re- 
sidence of the Governor, but the Alcalde Ma- 
■jbT and the officer! *>l ihc Incjuililton lived at 
R«Wen. 

Tn« 4(1and Oraciofa lies on the north fide 
«F the channel Et Rio, and is an uninhaititetl 
■Ufd barren Uland, which is deftirute of water. 
It ii About Three tnl'ks in length, and two in 
iireaikh. In the winter- feafon the natives of 
LanceroM fend goats and (heep there lograze; 
^M in the himmer, when there is no raim 
«nd the graft is dry and withered, thejr are o- 
Wtged to bring them back to Lancereia. 

FoVK or five mites iKtnh of Graciofa, lie* 
AIegran2a, a high and rocky ifland, barren, 
«nd ^{HtUte of water, confequently unin- 
tMbiled. It is not fo large as Graciofa, Oa 
viewing it from the top of a mountain in Ore- 
tiofa, it appeared to me that a fhip might ride 
-af anchor in licnooth water to leeward of ir, 
irhere the fea feems 10 be coloured while, as 
if there was Ihoal-waier and a findy bottom. 
The natives of Lane trot a go at certain times 
■to Ategrstrza, to gather ore h ill a- weed. 

A«oi3T eight mtlcj to the eaflward of Ale- 
^anfca and Graciofa is a large high rock in the 
iea, called Roca del KRe, \. e. the Eaft Rock. 
On the welt lide of thofe itlaiKls is another of 
the fame fize, Roca del Oufte, i.e. the Weft 
A 4 Rock. 
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Rock. South-weft, about three leagues from 
Graciofa, lies a rocky uninhabited ifland, nam- 
ed Santa Clara. Many Ihips are wrecked Upoii 
thefe uninhabited tllands in the night-time, 
being mifled by errors in their reckoning, and 
a)fo bythofeillands being improperly laid down 
in our charts, which generally place them 
thirty miles Tunber fouth than they ought to 
be. 

I remember, that, a few years ago an Eng- 
lifti fliip ran, in the night, upon Alegranza, 
and was foon after heal to pieces. The crew 
with forne difficulty got fafe alhore upon the 
ifland, where ihey made feferal lignats to ac- 
<]uaint the natives of Lflocerota with their dif- 
trefs and bring them to their relief, but in vaia.. 

Mean time ihey had the good fortune to 
find Cmne rail}' water in the hc^s of the rocks'; 
4hlfi with what proviiions they had (ave4 
from ihc wreck, enabled them tp fubfift lor 
^me days; but feeing -famine flaring thero 
in the face, andobferving iha: the wind blei^ 
almoft continually from Alegranza toward 
Graciofa. they made a raft of Tpars,- which 
ibey had faved i'rom the wreck, and fecuted iX ' 
well logeiher with ropes; upon ^his raft the 
maiier of the veffel embarking, having a mall 
and fail, and an oar lo ferve inllead of a rud- 
der, boldly put lo fea, and fdon after fafeljr 
landed in Graciola, where, as it was then 
winier-feafon, he found fome fhepherds and 
ii^ermen, to whom he related his adventure 
and the dtftrefs of his crew: upon which the 
Jifhcrmen immediaiely went off in a boat to 
iheir relief, and brought ih^m all fafe loLati- 
cerola, 

CHAP. 
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CH.A p. a 



■ Defiriptiaa of the IJland tf, Fufrtfiveniitrii- 

THi£ nOTtfaend of thwillandltej fooih- 
snd-by'Weft firom theftnith-weft- pdint 
of Lamerota, about feven miles d^ftance: 
'^iKthechannel-between them, but ncareft 
to Fuenaveninra, Ues rhe little iflind of Lo~ 
boa (i^ e. Seals), vfaich is about a league in cir- 
cumfsrence, uninhabrted-and deftitutc of wa- 
-ler. ■ .■■ ■ 

MzAR'it there is a good road For (hipping: 
'thenaarkib Sndit, is to' bring the caft point 
of Lobos'to bear north- caJt- by-north or north- 
eaftj'aad aiKsbor halfway between il and Fuer- 
MTCmunii or rather nearer tO'Fuertaventura. 
Although this road feetns to be open and ex- 
pofed, yet it is vcryfafe wiih the trade-win^ 
ibr thE^watcr is fmooih, and the grotind eveiV 
. <whsre-cteea, vbeiog a fine fandy bottoin. Riglit 
aAwre from ifae load, on the Ibore of Fuer- 
tavkntony is a well, of good water> eaJyi \o 
oomeM:. - -^ 

FuERTAviKTuRA is aboui eighty miles in 
i«ngtb^'and-:in general fifteen: in-bread(h ; i[i 
ttw middle it is narrow and low', for it isiherp 
xlmoft ^ui in two by the fca. That part of 
the ifland which is on the fouth fide of the 
lAhmus is mounlaiimm, fandy, barren, and 
almoft CDtifcly uoit^habited. . The northern 
A 5 part. 
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part n alfo mounuinoia, yet the inUod put 
u fenile and well inhalHted. 

Ik failing along ibis ifland, there are no 
. bourn to be dilcerned on the Cea-coaft, except 
at two or three places, where barks go to load 
corn. 

About (iiteen miles to the fouthward of 
the road, neaf Lobos, is a bay, in which there 
is a road where barks lie and lade com; it is 
called PoriD de Cabras: b flrtngcr caatiot tud 
it without B pilot, for the ground all round it 
is rockjr and fouL On the there, near the 
road, is a pauh of yellow head, ■wtich ap- 
pears off at Tea like a few acres of ripe core, 
or field of wheal jull reaped; thii is thcbeft 
laark I know for finding Porto de Cabras. 

Two leagues further along the fliore, tolhc 
fouthward, is the port of Cata de Fuftes, 
where corn is alfo ihtpped oS*. This harbour 
j« only fit for fraall barlu : here they lie bcure 
from all winds, except the rouib-eaft, which 
rarely blows in that part of the world. When 
that happens, they immediately unload, and 
hawl up their barks on the beach at high-water 
and then fill them with flooes; To that nMwitb- 
ftandtng the fwell which the wind fends itt* 
they remain immoveable and unhurt. Ttiene 
Is a good road before Ihc harbour, where flupi 
may ride, which is defcribed in the map sf the 
iHand*. 

This port may be known by a round iAatk 
tower, and fome houfea near it. This tower 
is built of great Hones with lime, after the 
fame form as the caftle of Rubicon in Lan- 
cerota, and, like it, has the door about twelve 
feet higher ijian the grouad, lb that to enter 
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Me aniH pJace * ladder agwinfl the trail, and 
lb climb up. The top sf the lower it flat, 
mitb battlrmenis round it, on which arc 
IHouRted two or three cannon for the defenoa 
of the fort and (hipping from corfajri. A 
Seijeant of the miHiia, with his famiij', re- 
fides in a houfe clofe by, whefe office it Is to 
lAc sn KCtnint t^ what corn is (hipped off 
€tom tiit fon. Ha ia alfo Governor of the 
fort «Ad hirbQar, and gives an account to the 
Oov*rnor o( riie iilland and the AJcaJde Ma- 
jor, «f all Oiips that afrive in the r<Md or ha- 
ven. In «fe of an enemy's ffiip appealing, 
bt is to i^rm tde illand, and retire with his 
ftmily and the cnws of the barks, into the 
tower, and draw «t the ladder after him, and 
Aut the door: in which cafe I imi^iiie it 
wobM be noeafy matter to ^t at them. 

Four teagaes to the fauthward of Cala de 
Fulles is a high, ftecp, rocky point, called 
Puma de Negro ; between ihefc are fome 
bays, xrhere Aips may anchor, and where 
ftelh water may be had ; but a ttranger cannot 
Scorer the proper anc ho ring-ground nor the 
■mraiering-places, without a ptlot. As I cannot 
pretend to give direSions fo eza^y aa that a 
ftranger may not millake thtfSl^ think it bet- 
ter not to give any. On (he other flde of 
Cape Negro is a fpacious bay, called Las 
Playss : the bell anc boring- place in it, is oft 
the north (tde, within a large while Candy fpot 
OB the clifiv on the right hand going in : there 
k is clean fandy ground, at a convenient di(^ 
tancefrom the Ihore, in fourteen falhoma wa- 
ter. But bccaufe of the fudden gulls from the 
cl^, and eddies of witld that blov from iQMj 
points 



j4 THEHISTORYOF 

pmnts of the compafs in this baj^ it will be 

neceflary lo moor your veflel. 

Ik the north corner of the bay there is • 
well, eafy of accefs, being clore lo the fe^ 
which, if I remember right, Sows into it at 
high'water. The water of this well ia fome- 
-what brackifh, and foon flinks. 

The weftward or leeward point of this ba^ 
is a high rocky cliff, the top of which proje^ 
and hings over ihe Tea : jufl beyond it ia a hn- 
dy bay, called Graq Tarrahala, whete a fllip 
may anchor in fix or feven fathoms watec. 
On the (hereof this bay is a wood of a fort 
<^ buQies like wild pine, fome <^ which are 
Ixgetiough for fuel for (hipping ; an article of 
great value in Lanccrota and Fuertaventura. 

From Tarrahala bay, weIl-fouth-we(l half 
fouth, feven leagues diftant, is a point called 
MorrnGahle: all the land between is fand/i 
barren, and uninhabited. 

From Morro Gable, weft, twelve miles 
diiiance, is the point of Handia. There are 
niany anchoring-places in this ira£l, with « 
trade- wind i the fea here is fmoothi and there 
is plenty of gwd frelh water to be had. If 
you have not an experieficcd pilot, you muft 
find out the bed ground for anchoring in by 
the lead. The wells a(here cannot be found 
without a guide. But the bay of Handia, ly.. 
ing to the eadward of the point of that name, 
is a fpacious bay, with clean Tandy groundi 
where the fea is generally Very fuootfa. A- 
bout half a mile right offio fee ffom the point 
lies a lunken rock, which may fomeiimes be 
ieen at low-waier: the fen commonly breaks 
upon it. Beyond Point Handia, the fhore 
turns 
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Hrostolhe northward, dong by tbe other 
ftte of the ifland, unto the ifleof Loboa. Alt 
Ibis fide- of the ((land, except the middle, it 
much cxpofcd to a northerly wind, which 
ijirows a heavy fwelling fea «q tbe many reefi 
of rocks that abound there, on which it brealu 
with great violence^ but tbe middle part u t 
large bigfat, hirnng a fiiidy fhore, at aconve- 
Rient difiatice from which there is good anchor- 
ing, and clear body ground. On tbe Ihorc 
Aere is a port and viHage, eaUed Toilon, 
where barks lade corn-: here ia a tower, like 
(hat at Cala de Fuftcs. What is here faid 
concerning; this fide of tbe ifland, I have from 
the reliiions of the Canary feamen ; I have 
never been there myfelf. I fliall now proceed 
to defcribe tbe inland places. 

Not quite two leagueS' inland from the 
Riad of Lobo» befoFe-mcntioned, i* a lowa 
eriled Oliva, fituated in the middle of a plain 
abounding withcoTn-fields. Here isachureh 
and fomc good heufes, the number of them, if 
I rcmenUicr right;, may be about ifty. The 
next town to this,' in the fame diredion from 
Lobosj is La VillB,.the chief town in the ijland : 
Ifatt place is tbe centre of that part of the ifiand 
lying north of tbe ilthmtn. Here is a church 
and a convent of Francifean Friars ; the nun- 
bcr of houfes are nearly an hundred. 

A fliort league inland from Las Playas, is a 
town caUcd TuHche ; this alio contaias about 
arv husdred houfes, but they are very mean, 
in cOmparilbn wilb (hofe of La Villa and O* 
lim. 

Besides th»le there »vt many fmalt villagw 
feKlered up and down io the northera and in- 
land 
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land ptrt of thi Uhk], in foch a ojuiincr that 
«• fooa M we iok figkt of aae, we cone 
ta niw of uiollKTt but tbe fca-co^, m I 
laid tefore* is Tiod»> baTTcn, aad uaiahalnted. 
tfaeodier lulf of tfae ifbwd, caUed HuiAa, 
it totaltj deblate, only here and there one 
mcoM wt^ « Ifaeplienl's cottage, for there are 
M inNi^^ OT hmu m llin part of the ifla^ 

BcTWKMfthefiiuih-weftcnd «f Lmmcto- 
H and (he little iAiad of Labai, there k • 
broad chmnc), thioi^ winch Aipe &\l, he- 
ii^ dfecp in the middte, and Aocling gnda- 
liMjr towirdi Lanccrota, near to wliiiih are five 
AttboAM water, hut very near or cMe to Lo- 
)xM the gnuflj u foul and rook^. Then '» 
foon enough in this ^Ifiige tar Ihips oS any 
burden to ply to windnrardf, and there is no 
UvceHVf for approaching too near to Lobas. 

Whek a fliip eomn from the eaftward 
wiih the tnide>witx), and is paifing tbros^ 
this chaimd, bound to the weftward, «i foon 
as Skt hringG a hitt on Lancerota to bear right 
4o wiadward of her, flic wiH be becaloiM, 
attd foon afMr have ihc wind at (buth-weil. 
Whm this happens, flic mull onkc (bort tackt 
tinti) ihc gets into tbe trade agun, or a con- 
ftam northerly wind, the RtR puff of wlueh 
will come to her at weft or weft-north-weft, 
which when (he receives Ae omA not Hand to 
the northward, othcrwife flie will imrnediate- 
ly tofe it a^in, but muft ftand towards Lobot, 
tbe nearer the •]>pro«chcs to which fhe will 
have the wind more large ; and before fiie it 
two-thirds channel-over, Ihe will have a fteady 
wind al itorth or Dorih-nDrth-caft. 

THikB 
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Thbrb is a channel betireen the north end 
of Fuertaventnra and Lobos, but not fo deep 
or broad ai the other } yet to tbofe who are 
Acquainted with it, it is a good paflage, far 
there it not left than five fothomi water in the 
fair way. 

Whek there ii afreat weftcrly fwcllhcrc 
abonts, the Tea fareaki on the rocks at the north. 
weA end of Lobos, with fuch violence, that 
it is horrible to behold ; and I may, without 
exag^ratton affirm, that t have feeti breakeii 
tfiere near fitty feet tugh ; was one of thfefe 
to ftrike the ftrongelt fliip, (he would be ftav- 
ed to pieces in a momeDt. When I law tkofit 
nighty breakers, our fliip had Jiift paflU 
through the channel between Fuenaveoran 
and Lobes : we had a fine brilk trade-wind at 
nonh-nortb-eaft ; and although we had no lefa 
than ten fathoms depth of water when we came 
into the wefterly fwell, yet we trembled for 
fear the waves would have broken, and thought 
oarfetves happy when we got out of fouodingk 
We heard the noire of thefe breakers, like dif- 
tant thunder, after we were pad them fix of\ 
(even leagues. 
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CHAP. lit 



^f the'Climatfy leather. Soil, andPradueetf 
the IJlandj of Lamxrota and Piurtaventttrit. 

TH £ cliojate of ihofc iflands is exceed- 
ing wholefome, which may be owi>g 
to the drinefs of the foil and the ftrong,iioTth- 
fii\y winds that almolt contiaLully blow upaq 
tbem, (b that the inhahiiaots in general liveto 
fi great age. , . 

From the middleorend oFApTi], untothe 
bt^gitfoing or middle of 03ober, the wjud 
^|ow9 yehepientl^, and al.moft without inter' 
iniflion from the Dqrth and north-poith-eaft: 
ipinetiine} it veers a litile to the eallward. 
From the middle of O3obcr to the ,eiul of 
April, it blows generally In the fame djre^- 
<)h, but. now and then intermits and ^ves 
place to other winds. -The fouth weft wind 
always brings rain, and therefore is a mod 
velcome gueft to thefe illands. Other winds 
bring (bowers, particularly the noith-weft ; 
but thofe Aiowers are partial, and of no do- 
ration, conPequenily are of litile lervice to the 
ground : but the rain that comes from the 
foutli-wcfl often lafls two or three days. It 
falls Vjery thick, in fmall drops, and foaks in- 
to the earth, moiftening it thoroughly. When 
thefe rains begin to fall, the natives fow ihdr 
grain} and about fourteen or twenty days after 
the 
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the latter rains, viz. towardstbe end of April, 
it is ready for reaping. Of the natures and 
properties of the winds that Mow among tliole 
lilands, I flmll have occaGon to treat at length 
in the defcription of the oppefite continent. 
I fliall only obfcrTe here, that the north and 
north-north-eafl winds blow fo hard and coih 
fiantly upon ihefe tflands, as to prevent the 
growth of all forts of trees, efpecially in Lan- 
cerota, which is moft expoled to their vio- 
lence: yet we find a few Ihrubs or bulhes 
there, called Tubayhas, which never grow to 
a great height anywhere; but here, bccaafe ' 
of the ftrong winds> they fpread along the 
ground, except when fliieltcred from it b^ 
rocks or walls. In the gardens there are fig- 
trccs and Tome low trees or flirubs, which fcl- 
dotn ihoot op higher than the garden-walls. 

FuKKTAVENTUKA IS not quite fo mucli 
expofed 10 the wind as Lancerota; therefore 
it is not quite fo bare of trees and Ihnibs. 
Tbofe that grow there are the palin,-the wild 
olive, and a fort of wild pine, which the n^ 
lives call TarrahaU. The cotton and eu{^or^ 
bium (hrubs, fig-irees, and the Ilirub bearing 
the prickly pear, grow in gardens, although 
this lafl grows without cultivation in the fields 
in Canaria, and the iDands to the weflward 
thereof. 

Although thefe iilands are fodeftitute of 
4rees, yet they abouod with excellent herbage, 
among which grow leveral kinds of odorifcroua 
flowers ; the great plenty and variety of thefe 
induced the inhabitants to bring bees from the 
other iflands, in order to propagate here; 
but they were difappoiiMed in their cxpedft- 
tion*,. 
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Ami, » unne of -ffaoTe in(ie£ts vaM mmiti 
tvith tbem : in «11 {jrotwbilof thay cotrid not 
4>eM- the -nnlent winrfrwhicli bfowiRnv. Cttm 
•f varioul Itinck f;i>ow i» Lwicerota and Puer- 
■tncntura, nimdy, wheat, harley, mabie n- 
Sndiin corn, kn4 in /k<4t ^btKidatire •> net only 
M&rwthetiihsbittinrs, but a)fe thefe of Te- 
nerifenndPstlna, who depend grnity ontlwlk 
-iAuids Tor ihcir fuA«nft4ic«. 

Till within theft laftdrirtyjiMfs Lwcero- 
*M produced no vines : at that ittne • mtcmo 
tesinout, Bttd'cmretedfliiM fietda wjth ftmtl 
doft Md piinirce-4l6im, wliich have iinprmed 
the fbtl t* fudi a degree, ebM wmi arc now 
planted ihcrS, .wbich thrive wetl and yield 
{Tapn, but the w«ie made from ifaem ia ibin, 
poor, and Sa Aarp, that a Atinger cannot dif^ 
ttngniA it tw the taffe from vinegar ; ^t it k 
vny whtAtiotna. FbeMiwntun jvoduee* s 
greater quawiiy of wine, vhicti » of ■ ^M- 
^ femef hin^ ftifiefior w that of LafKerota. 

U»Ok the rocki on the fn-Ctuift gfowi a 
{real quantky of «rch(Ma weed, M ingrcdicait 
iifed in dying, vrtU knovrm to enr ^cn in 
l^ndon. It E^owi out of the porei of thfc 
A<m« or rocin, to about the length of thi«£ 
itictict : I have fe«n fome tight or ten incho,- 
but An is not cointtwn. It it of a round 
form, and of the ihicknefs of commM ftrw- 
(tig twine. It« cototir i« grey, tnclitiing to 
vrlute: fiere and then: on the Ittflk we find 
white fpotSi <n kmbt. Many ftalke prooMd 
from one root, at fome diflkncc /rom which 
tiiey divide into braoches. There i» wt ewf h 
or moitld (6 be perceived upon the rock or 
AaiK wbCTC it grows. Tltftft who d« mat 
..know 
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iataw ^tm wecdt erxre not wcuftomed to 
^dier it, w«Dldli«nfly be lUe to:find it ; far 
It IB of fjich acolctif , and erowi in fiich • <(H> 
nSion, that it «ppnn «t firfl fight to be the 
fltadeof die rode on which it grows. Tfaia 
weed d^i a beauitful purple ; and is a^o iHuch 
-nfcd for iM'ightening and cnUvesing stlnr 
.ctdoors. The beftfortis that«f tbedariBCft 
colour, and of a form ezadlytoimd ; thciDoae 
it«4>owids with wjitte fpoti or fcabs, tbeflare 
vatuable. Thit weed grows in the Camrf, 
MKJsin, and Cape de Vend Uknds, MMl«n 
thecoaft «f Sarbanj; bai ihe b«ft lbrtjn«l 
-4fae'gFe«*eft«]U3ntity it found ia the Canary 
'IQaods. That found on the adjacent coafi «f 
AfriM is c^aal in qmlitj, but, for -wxat mi 
fnikmiiJiK rains, it does not grow near to fA 
There n tonx pcafon to imagine ibat the o^ 
ckitU «ms tbeGecmlian ^rple of the ancieatt. 
In fopport of this opinion, w* may ob^nve 
that tlu coad of Africa adjacent ts tlie Cs> 
tiwxj Uands, was by die racienti caUcd Geto- 
K», Mitl «bounds with erchilla. I cannal caB> 
«eivc hi»w the Europeans came to the know- 
ledgeof tiic ufc of thisveod^ for iitMsiedtat«- 
\y oa the -difcoveiy of the Canary Iflands, 
they fought after it as eagerly as the Spaniards 
Afterwards, on the discovery of Anepiw, did 
for gold: forthe names of the Canary lfUnd*> 
Mid of tiiat part of Afnca femeHiy caHed Ge- 
tuUa, «t tins tiaw know not the ufe of or- 
ehHta ; mttbcr dodi it appear m anyMieio 
be adyc-ftuff; fcnhe'C^oar isextrafiicil ^ooa 
it by art and much, ^epanuion. None of it 
grows in any part of Dutwpe that I know of, 
ia fucfa * (t«antity that cue oonld gathnr « 
bandRiI 
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liandfti] in the fpace ef a day^, except ih ihe 
iflandsof the Archipelago, or on the rocks o( 
Sicily, where of late ihey began to gather it, 
if I am not miftaken, only about eight or ten 
years ago. One would be apt to imflgine, that 
la the days of the dlfcouery of the Canaries, 
fome book wasextant that gave an account of 
thcorchiJIa, the place of its growth,, its life, 
and method of extrading tt»dye. 

In Lancerotaare very few fpriogs or wells 
of water. What ihe inhabitanisufe for them* 
lielves and. cattle Is rain-water, which they 
prefcfve in pits and ciilerns. This method ii 
alfo pradtfed in. Puertavcntura, though there 
they have more fprings and welU, but the 
water is generally brackifh. At El Rio, on 
the Lancerora fide of ihe port, and to ibe 
Mrihward of the falina before- men) ioned^ ija 
veil of mediein^ water, reckoned a fovercign 
cure for the itch. It isalfo good. for commcn 
drinking, and will keep fweet at fea. It is 
eafy of accefs, Lying ckile to the water-fide-; :it 
yields enough to till two boglhcads in twe|it^- 
four hours. When I was there, it purged 
(bme of our crew for the firft two days thejr 
drank of it ; but afterwards it had no fucb 
effea. 

The cattle of thofe iQands are camel*, 
horfes, afTes, buHocks, Iheep, goats, and hogs, 
all of which, excepting the fheep and goats, 
were brought to them fince the conquell, from 
Barbary and Spain. The horfes l^e are of 
the Barbary. breed, and- are much efteemed in 
Canaria and Tenerife for their fpiiil-and fwift- 
nefs'; but as they 4r< of little or no ufeintbcfe 
Htaiids^'the natives baying no diAance to travel, 
aixl 
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and the difficulty of traDfpbrting them by fea 
being fo great, little or no care is taken to pre- 
ferre or iDcreafe ibe breed; fo that at prerent 
their nomber is very rmall. For travelling, 
tbe natives life tUTes of a larger Cu than thofe 
of tbe other iflands, which are maintained at 
little or no expencc, and fcrve well enough 
for their flion journiet. 

la the rpring, their cattle are iat and 
good : they appear at that lime quite plump, 
lleek, and glillen as if they were rubbed with 
oil ; but in the beginning of autumn, when 
the grafs is all withered or eaten op, they have 
a very difierent appearance, and are not fit for 
food. 

They generally plow here with a camel or 
a couple of afles ; for the foil is light, and they 
do not plow deep. 

Thb fea-coafli of Lancerota end Fuerta- 
ventura afford the inhabitants fi[h of various 
kinds in great plenty, particularly a fort of 
cod which they call Cherney, much better * 
taffed than the cad of Newfoundland, or ihofe -, 

of the North Sea. Another fi(h, of a yet ^ 
more excellent tafte, is catched here, called 
Mero : it is as long as a cod, but much thicker J^ 
and has long (traps or whjflcers hanging at his ".^ 
mouth. '••■ 

It would be a tedious taOc for me to de- ^^ 
fcribe ihe various forts of them, to which I * ( 
could not give Enghth names, though ihereis , 

one fort I mull not pafs over ; I mean itie^ ^ 
Picudo, or fea-pike, the biie of which is as <a[ 
poKonous as that of a viper; yet this fifh, -,^C;' 
when killed and drefied, is good and innocent ^^' • 
food. On ihe rocks, by the fea-(hore, """c^fe 
many 
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Toany Iheli-fiflif partteulRrly KApetv vhUH 

the natives nuke a proper ulb of. 

"Ths. waot o^ wood, or bulberioecafiowa 
fcvdt; ol birds and wild-foWl ; yet there aK 
foms Caiury'-birde, and. a birtl-cftlled TuWyr 
ba, about the fize of a ftarlin^, fpeclded 
blikckanid while; ben are al&t pariridgcs and: 
ravens, with plenty of dnogfatll-fowla ; but no, 
turkni, .geelc, of diiekti the want- of the 
twolaft-meiHteMd fpeciei nay probabtybe 
owing ta the ' fcarcity of water in the ilUnda> 
Here are- m venomous aniraati but the black' 
fpidcp, the tHte- of' which^ the natives fay, it' 
poifbwui,- and occafieiu- a fweUuig. attended 
with a burning pain : their cure for it is to.eat 
a- fnudl (j^aMity c^ huiaat^ n^renwnt^ Pio- 
babl^^ lbs great naturalantipfiihr to thisme- 
dicine has fuch en effcd on the bumao frame. 
as to ^^ or expel the venom received by the 
bite. 

Oh- t^C'ttortl^fide of the utwihabited' iJIaiid 
oE Gradofa, is a- fmall fam^ bay, called by 
tlw natives FlayS' del Ambar. Here is fome- 
times fomd a vc(y~good kind of ambergrcafe^ 
in form fosMtbiag like a pear, having com- 
meol^ a fhor-t ftuk : by this it Ihould Teem 
that it grows on tberociU under-water , which 
arc near to this place, and is waihcd alhore by: 
the waves, for it is generally found after 
fiormy weather. 

In Laocerota and Fuertsventura are many 
hills that have formerly been volcanos, the 
.-tops of which are of a Tmall circumferencef 
, - an^ are hollow far a little way downwards, 
the edges of the tops being generally very 
narrow and fliarp. Upon (he outHde u 
com- 
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commonlj fccn a great deal of black duft and 
burnt flone like pumice-ltone, only darker 
and more ponderous. This fubRancc feems 
to have been tj^ownuotit. ofl the bowels of 
the earth by the eroptions, none of which 
have been known to happen in thefe two inlands 
of late ages, except at Lancerota ; where, i- 
bow (birt^yeart-^O) »- voicatw lm>k«-o(it oo' 
tfae-lbotbMvaA'parfof thriftmd, wbich'tbrew 
out fuch an immenfe quantity of- aQkes- and 
huge Aones, and with To dreadful a noife, that 
nuay oi: thf. nativatidcfeued'tlwo houJoe awi 
fiul! ixL FuattavcDiucaj &r rh* ppcftrMlioirof 
ttwiclneS': bsnetiroBaftar, finding-thBttlnfiB: 
^dia- mmiioed inXjaoccToC^Ind' received- iw 
huiT, tbsy toofccauragaandreuiRMd. TMa' 
vol^aa was aen tb« lea, in^ <u remet* phce 
fromi any.habitatioit;. In the Tea, at. »■ fmalt' 
d^ancc: foooi' the veloanoj ifind t« pillar •? 
fmokc, and afterwacdia<rn»ll f^ramidBl^iock. 
arofe,, whiclrrcinaias.to thia^day,. Tbit-rock 
waftjoinqd to. the^iflao^ by the mattvr tbrowit- 
outio£ ths'valaanov ibBnoifeof iMs<«nipiiont 
VMM f» loud: and gneat, that it- was heard al ' 
Tiuierire, although^ at the diAance oi forty- 
/n^eo. The-' noife being conveyed To far, 
might p»bal»iy be occarioMd by the windg-- 
genenll^ blowing fioHi' LaacefMs towwdsi TV 
nerife. 
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Of the hbahittmti of Uui^ota and FutrtMeth 
tura, their Aielbt^^. Uving, Munners^ 
andCuftomt, (fc ^, 
■"\ 

AL T H O U G H the natives of ihefe 
iflandi pars for iSpaniardsj yet they are 
fprung fi-om a mixture of the ancient inhabi- 
tants, [he Normans, and other Europeans who 
fubdued them, and from fome Moorifli cap- 
tives, whom Diego de Herrera and oibers 
brought to the iHands from the coaft of Bar- 
bara, as has been obferved in the .HiQory of 
the Difcovery and Conqueft. 

TuEv pre, in general, of a large fize, ro- 
buft) ftrong, and of a very dark complexion. 
By the natives of the reft of the Canary Iflands 
ihey are accounted rude and unpolilhed in 
their manners : this cfaarafier I believe to be 
true ; for, by what I have had occafton to ob- 
f^ve of them, they feem to be avaricious, 
ruftic, ud Ignorant, efpecially ihofe of Lan- 
ceroia. 

Thet neither fpeak nor underftand any o- 
ther language than the CaftilUan, and this 
they pronounce moft barbaroully. They drefs 
cosrfely.and after the Spam(h modern falhion; 
for the fhorl-cloak and golilla, formerly ufed 
by the Spaniards, are not known here. Their 
houres are built of flone and lime; thofe of 
the 
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the geniry are covered with pan-tiles j but the 
mesner fort are thatched wiih ftraw: very 
few, even of the better kind, are ceiled or 
lofted, but are built in form of large barns, 
and divided into apirtinents by boarded parti- 
tions that run no higher than the top of tlie 
wa)h ; fo that the rooms are all open above, 
having nothing to cover them except the pan- 
tiled roof. The floors are commonly paved 
with flag-ftones. 

The food of the peifantt is generally what 
they call Goffio, which is flour of wheat, or 
baney> loalTed: this they mix with a littta 
water, and bring to the conQllence of dough, 
and thus eat It. This fimple diet requires 
neither fpoons, knives, nor forks. Sometimes 
indeed, they refine on this fare, by dipping 
every handful of their GatTio in honey or me- 
lades. In (he winter-feafon, when the grafs is 
in perfeflion, they have plenty of rich and 
excellent milk, in v/hich they put the Goffio, 
and fo eat it, ufing fca-(hells inftead of fpoons : 
to a hungry man this is no mean food. Another 
way of preparing Goffio, is by putting it into 
boiling milk, and then dirring ii about uniil it 
is fiifiicicntly boiled and thickened. Although 
the poor people, on particular occafions, fucli 
as great fetlivais, widiling^, &c. eat llclb and 
fifh, yet, as I faid before, Gotfio is their com- 
mon food. As to bread, it is rarely ufed by 
any but the gentry ; there are fame people iti 
thefe iOands whp knoMr not the tafle of it. 
One reafon for ihta may be, tliat fuel is very 
fcarce, efpecially in Lancerota, infomuch that 
] am at a lofs lo conceive how the gentry theie 
get a fuflicicni quantity to drcfs their vi^iials. 
Vol. 11. B Ths 
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The pearants value themftlvcs mucb on ac- 
-count of iheir Gofiio diet, and defpife the 
tread-caters of the oiheriflands. Wing they 
Jeldom drink, or indeed any thing elfe than 
■water. Their employment is plowing the 
ground, fowing ami reaping corn, and other 
Ubour in hulbandry. There arc few men ar- 
tificers in Lancerota and Fuertaventura ; ft)T 
theircloathiarcalmofl all made by thcwomerr; 
lioufhold farniture, &c. are brought lo them 
tram ihe other iflards. There are but few 
■monks, and no nuns in thefe i Hands : how- 
'-ever, ihey are in no want of priefts, foT there 
ar« frveral parifh churches, and an inferior 
. Court of iTH^utfition in each of thefe iflands^, 
■ to prevent herefy ; fo that the religion of the 
<hurch of Rome is riic only one profc(&d a- 
mong them. 

The geriiry are very averfe to leaving their 
country, having not the Icalt coriofity to tra- 
vel and fee the world. Very few of them vilh 
Spain, or even Cararia, unlefs when ihcy are 
<iWiged to attend their law-fuits in ihat ifland. 
A gentleman here, poflefling a few acres of 
Wnd, a doien of (heeg, a couple of afics, and 
a camel, would chufe rather to live all hfa 
-days' on GofKo, than venture to the SpaniOl 
Weft Indies to mend his fortune by trade or 
any other employment: he would even ima- 
gine that by engaging in fuch an undertaking, 
be fliould difgrace himfelf and family for ever. 
Yet be would not be a(hamed to opprefs the 
poorpeafants, and meanly deceive or take ad- 
vantage of flrangers, in order to fupport what 
is called rank in thofc iflands, which, among 
•he ehifs of gentry 1 am defcribing, conlifls 
wholly 
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tvhoUy in not workings or in riding a Ibort 
didance on an afs, attended by a ragged Cer- 
vatit, inftcad of travelling on foot : thefe are 
the pann at whict) (hey diflinguia) tkemfclves 
from the vulgar. 

To give a more diAtnd idea ef the manocr 
and cuftcmi oF rhefe people* I fl»ll here in- 
fert tba particelara of fome journi« } made la 
I.ancerota and Fuertaventsra. In my palTage 
. from the coafl of Africa to Tenerife, I hap- 
pened to louch at Cala deFuSea, in Fuerta- 
ventura, wliere, immediatety cm oar arrival, 
the officer of the port fcnt an ciprcfs to the 
Governor at Oliva, to Kquaint him thercT 
with. By the return of the exprefs I recejv- , 
ed an ortkr to came on Ihore to him with alJ 
convenient fpeed ; the oiiicer of the port hav- 
ing procured me a faddled afa (for a horre was 
not to be had) with a guide We fet out from 
the port abont thiee o'clock in the afternoon j* 
and after having travelled about two hours 
through dry, barren, and Aony places, where 
we faw fome goats and camels grazing, we 
came to a fine level country, where were 
maoy com>^eld«, with faoufes and (mM vil. 
(ages fcattared amongd them. At fun-retting 
we came near a parilh church and parfontge ; 
I intreaied the guide to condud me Co th« 
pMfon's houfe, to lodge that night, as there 
are no inns or public houfcs in Fuertaventura ; 
but he excufol himfeff, uader various pre- 
tetice.t, and pcrfiiadiijd me to proceed about a 
mile further, ta a rich farmer's houfe, where 
he faid we fbouid be more hofpitably enter- 
tained. When we arrived there our hoft re- 
ceived ns frankly., and ordered a couple of 
B 2 fowls 
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4bwl$iobekilk(l and drcfled for fofiper, which 
were pfclenily made ready by his wife. Ir 
the mean time the news of the anini of a 
granger having Tpread throagh the village, M 
- the inhabitants came to fee me; they alked 
me a number of curions queftionucoDcerning 
England and Spun, wiih the latter of which 
ihey are as little acqiuinled as with the for- 
mer. They were fo inquiliiive, that I waa 
quite rpent with talking, and they fcarcely al< 
lowed me time lo eat, and did iiot leave me 
lill ten o'dod^ which is a very late hour for 
going to bed in that country. At fupper, no- 
-body fat at table but ihe farmer and myfelf ; 
his wife, as the cuftom is there, waited on 
US; and when we bad fupped, removed (he 
fragments, and then weiri to fup by herfelf^ 
My guide flipped -with the fervants upon Gof- 
fio and meUfTes or honey, in the fame room 
with us: this-ibcyare not u fed to, but being 
curious, and iiot willing to lol'e the picarure 
■of converfing wiih a Drangcr, iliey thought it 
■a fufficlent excufe for difpenfing with decorum. 
The farmer, aher fupper, treated- the whole 
company with a tumbler of wine each, which 
made I hem talk more than they were accuf- 
jomed to; for the fervants there are fcldom 
indulged with a glafs of wine. At night, my 
guide^ who Hept in the fame bed, difturbed 
aie much with his fcratching, having the 
itch, or fort of fcab, to which the people in 
all the Canary Iflands ate very much fabje^ ; 
the caufc of which ] know not : but it is cer- 
tain, that the people who dwell in countries 
remarkable for the purity of the air, are more 
fubje^ to ihit.dirordef, thaiv tbofe who live 
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kt places where tbe air is moifl and- damp. 
Wc Tofe htfon day-break, and purfued our 
journey, leaving our hoA and hit family Tad 
ftllccp. We now paQid through a good cmin- 
try, well peopled. Upon the road we met a. 
couple going 10 church lo be married, with 
tbc'u- retinue alt riding, oi> aSes : they faluiecL 
Ui in this manner, ** Ave Maria," i. c. HaiL 
Mary; to which my guide antwered, " Sin 
peccailo concebid* }*' that is. Conceived free 
iiom original fin. He reproved ir.e feverat 
times for not anrwsring the people we met,, in. 
the fame manaer m ha did ; as i did not chule. 
le enter intvadifpute with him, I told hini„ 
it would be quite ridiculous in me to conform, 
to-one Spanilh cuftooi, unlefs i could do fo in 
aII. In the couFfe of our convcrfation on the^ 
road, he told me that the farmer, who had 
CJitertaine«f lit, \kU eiceeding nch; and con- 
ieflcd that bit reafon for not putting up at the 
^riefi's houfe,. as 1 defircd htm, was becaufc 
he could not ufo the freedonv there to beg. 
provendeKfor his i(i ; but that if he had knowri' 
what watttvhappen, he would have complied, 
with my requeft,. " For, faid he, the rich: 
mifer made me pay for my barley ;. and did. 
yon mark, how fpanng he wasot hii winej, 
and when- his wife wanted aughr^ Ihe came 
to the churl for the keys." I would advilc 
all flratigeri, who may chance lo be travell- 
ing in.Lancerota or Fue r tavern ur a, to put up 
' al a prieH's, for the clergy there are more ca- 
pable lo furnifh lodging, profilion, and con- 
verTalion, than either the peafams or gentry. 
The rich farmer before-mentioned had often 
facfi) ilTenetife, to fell his corn, and knew 
B 3 all 
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all the Irifli merchanis there: tfiofe people »« 
sll tealous mcmbera of the Roniim chBrrti ; 
and there are no proreftant merchflni* in any 
of the iflands, except the Engtith Confut and 
another. Being curious to know what opiiq- 
on ihe nalivM had of the Irifti nwrclianti, I 
enquired of my hoft, if he knew a perfofi or. . 
two, whom I named, and what he thought of 
them ? He fcemcd to have a jaft notion of 
each; but at hd, after, I h>d afked after a- 
bout ten of them, he faid, " Sir, thefe are 
all catholics, and very fijood people, btrt they 
are only Chriftian* of St. Pfttrieio," I defir- 
cd to know what he meant by t^is? he gave 
me no direfi anfwer, hot Jhoek hti hc«f and 
faid, " Thefe men are very well in their way, 
but miil\ not be compared to the Chriftiatts 
of thcfe iftandi. ' Ay, ay, added he, 1m\littg,- 
it is not for nothing they cwrte to oor com-' 
try." About noon we arrived n Oliva, the 
refidencc of the Governor, who, wiA' hl» 
fon, was fitting tn a large ball, pivetf with 
flags, the Wes of which were adbrhed with 
mofquets, fwords, and pikes. On my entry 
they received me in a diflanC but polite man- 
ner, and deCred me lo fit down. After afkitig 
me feveral qOeftfons relating- to the Occafion 
of my coming to the ifiund, and whither I 
was bound, they began to convcrre more free- 
ly, and enquired if I was a catholic? When 
iheyfoundl was not, they faid, " Js.it pof- 
fible, Signior^ that a perfon of your prudetrce 
and gOod imderfianrfing car have any jtrfl rea- 
fon lor hot embracirgourmoft holy roFFgion?** 
As 1 was greatly fatigued with my jotirneyj 
and faint whh hunger and thlrll, 1 wanted' 
much 
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much to evade the iirgunient, which I (zw 
approaching; fo I lold them, every country 
had iti peculiar cuttoms and religion, to which' 
each mtive was fo flrongly attached, that it 
was alraod as jmpoffible lo perfuade him to: 
change his opinion, as lo aller his form. Upon' 
tbis,tomygreaicotiirort,dinnerappea Fed, which 
for the preicnt,- gave a truce to the converCati- 
(». The dinner confined of a certain fan p made 
of oil, vinegar, waier, pepper, and onions, with 
ft few thin ilices of bread; aftcrV bis coiirfe came 
three boiW eggs, wit|i tokrable good wine and 
bread. While we were eating, I perceived 
fame Udies peeping at us from the adjacent a~ • 
parlmcnis, who, asfoftn as they thought they 
were difcovered, withdrew. Aiterdinner, the 
religious converfation was revived, when, find- 
ing my ffiiits pretty well recruited, and that 
I could not well ovade the argument as before, 
Ldifputed with ihem a tjoonderable time, and. 
» lalktold tltetn it.was in vain for us to talk 
any more on the fubje3; for as I held ihc 
ChriftinKreligion eniy by the facred writings 
of the Old and New Testament, all their ar* 
guBienls drawn fFotn tha authority of the 
chur«h, the writings of the fatheis, and the^ 
opiniom'of faints aod wil« men, went witjb 
nacfor Bothingr and added, that if the reli- 
fjfwi of the McwTeitanKDt was th« fame with 
that now profefied by the RomilhandProteft- 
ant churches, it made that book lobefalfeand 
incoherent J bccaufe the New Teftameni plainly 
declares, ttUtBaman in any place can embrace 
Of prOfefsCliriniaDity, without fuifoing world- 
ly \oia in fame way or other, folety on acpount 
at hi» feligian; But, on the contrary, in. 
B 4 Spain, 
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Spain, and many other countries, a man cin- 
not be 11 member of focKtj, unlefs he profefs 
what they call Chriflianity; which is fo far 
from being a lof: to thofe who profefs it, that 
it is the Arfl Dep to honour and rjches. As 
ihe Governor's fon bad beard jufl lo much a- 
bour the facred wriirngs, as to know that the 
cburch pretends to hold ihtm in elleem, he 
did not coniradi^ what 1 faid of them, but 
replied, that be was fure I mufl be wrong; 
and ttiat if J would (lay fome time in the 
iflind, be would bring a learned and pious 
pricft, who ihoutd foon convince me of my 
errror, and (hew me, that out of ihe church 
of Rome ihrre could be no Taivation. Then 
riiing, he defired me to took at the arms with 
which the hall was adorned, moH of which 
were grown fufty : he aflted me if wc bad any 
fo good in England. Upon this a fervant en- 
tered, and informed them that their horfcs 
were faddled and ready. The Governor then- 
faid he was forry he was obliged to leave me 
fo Toon, gave me a Bill of Health, and an or- 
tler to be fupplied with what I wanted, and 
then took his leave, wifhing me a happy re- 
turn to my own country. Before he departed 
he ordered a fervani to give u: fome bread and 
wine, to refrefh iis by the way on our return 
to Cala de Fuftes. Having this provifion, wc 
did not flop by the way, as before, but went 
through defert places, a nearer road- to Cala 
de Fufles, where we arrived at two o'clock 
next morning, and went on board. When 
wc arofc next day, the Mate informed me, 
that the Alcalde Major had been on board very 
early in the morning, and had waited for me 
until 
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UDtil rhe evening. He found the (ird volumfl- 
of Don Quixote, in Spsnith, lying in ihe ca- 
bin, wiiii which he wai much pleafed, and- 
employed himfelf M that day in reading it, 
except when he left ofF lobreakfad and dine: 
itieemshe had rlevcr Teen that book before. 
He left orders with the officer of the tower, 
lo defire me to wait' on him at the Villa ; but 
the Mate, in my ^fence, haying got nn board', 
all the frefli vzter and proviiions which were 
wanted, and for whic^ and t Bill of Health 
we aune to the ifland, we thought proper tb 
di^Knfe withthe order of the Alcalde Major, 
and failed> the next day.. It is cullomary in 
Englilfa: Oiipi lyingat anchorina road, to hive 
acandle burning all< night, to be rci'ly in cafe 
of accideni), and-a man or two on the deck to 
keepAitttch ;- rav:gui(le obf«rving all this, ima- 
gined' Ihefe things ware done by way- of re- 
ipeSt- to me-; for when 1^ difmifTed him, he- 
bid) thai if the Govamon and- gentry of the 
ifland'hadtbc I oil ft' notion of- the grand man- 
ner of living in our thip,^. they would not de- 
fpife ffnfaring people fo much'Stthey did i'fori. 
added he, none of« tbem. eat.f« w«ll, oftdcink. 
fo good'.wine, as your feamtn;. 

The fecond time I. was at F'uertaveiituf aj we/ 
vVf: forced' in therefrom the coaftof Bar*- 
bary. by a gale of' wnd^ for Cape Negro in- 
this ifland is not more thin about feventeen^ 
leagues diftuit from that coall. We anciior- 
cd-at that, time in the bay of Las Phiyai, and 
determined to remain there st few da^ tit) the 
wteathcr Ihould change. 

On our arrival, I fcnt a melTengerto the 

Alcalde Major^ to inform him of our being in 

B 5 the 
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th« bay ; but rcceiviog no anrwer, I went a- 
fhore the next day, with one of our Cfcw^ 
anit walked up to the village called EITunebe, 
about three miles diftant On our arnrab 
therci we went into a cottage for fiteltcr (root 
the fun, and deCred the good woman' of the 
boufe to give OS fometbing t« eaS and drink. 
Sbe immediately boiled £timc naiHc with Coffi* 
ef barley, and prepared it for oar refcefbnaene, 
which we found to be a auA excellent dilh.. 
It b^ing thn aboiii the end of Ma^-, tbo 
weather exceOive Itel^ it»i our&cM fimichcd 
with the llron; waFm brtezsj that blow fiocB'* 
ty there at that Teafon, we, Im mod lately afiei 
our meal, fdl faA aflcep. About an hour af- 
ter, we were awaked by fome of thfi principal 
tnliibitinta, who demanded of.us from, whence 
we came, and what we wanted in the ■flanii!' 
Afier anEwcring chem,. we walkid out of thti 
boufe to wigw (he town, which [ think is the 
poorefl inall the Canary Jflanda. As the wind 
Uew flroflg, asd was iherafbre very dHagncc-> 
able, they condi>3td g& tnio a garden, whera 
we fet dowQ. behind a waJi, for fhtLicr ftom 
the wmdt and weretagreciably fhadrd. frbnttbe 
rays of the fung.by.tJae vqidrifpcea<tiflgbraiichei 
of A laige £g>-tTce. Here: we hi^'a gfleMi deal 
of converfaiton I and among other things, I 
alked then: bow ihefe iilands were fult peot 
pled ? One of chem anfwered, that the Ro- 
man, general Sertoriuswas the firftwbo dtf^ 
coveredandfedtiDbabitants to them.. He &i(l, 
the reafon why. Lanccrota and FuertaveaMtra 
were more barren than the reft of the Caxwy 
Iflands, was on accoontof their vicinity to ihe 
coall of Africa, " Which, faid he, you very 
well 
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well hfiow is dry gnd faody." At firftfightof • 
till* man, we lolii htm we hai^ difpdiched a 
tttcflengor ea inliirm the Alcalde M»>of of 
out arcFfzIp aix] to provide afies t<i cacr}r u& to 
fiim^ biK after wviirimg lang^ and teeing no 
a^fKicance of our meffireger'j: rbturn, at of 
any prepXFMioiiJ for antr' journe)', we told hin* 
wri eoold ftayittj longer, but wonlti imiriadiwe^ 
l^nturn to' our vcffiEl, if he did not fond U'S 
focthvrith to the Akaidc Major. Upon which,, 
a&er ibme hefitarion, andl luokiii^ as one a^' 
Sxasmrd,. he told as, that fince the i^ruth.inuft 
eome out, it figniftett nothing todifginfe itany 
Imger, aiKli therefore he had to acqwaint us, 
that as no perfon was alloured to enter the 
iJltnd without the licende of the Alcalde Ma- 
pT, whole office it was 10 take carei that nO' 
iafedious (bftcEniper fhould be brought tntoit, 
they^ being his fervants, had taken the hUerty 
tsdeRiin-us pritvitiers until his pleafurefliDuld 
be known; Wc were a little alarmed at di(3- 
decUrationv but luckily the Alcalde Major 
with his rctinut arrired at that inftant, and 
freeit m ^:t)m oar uncafinelB. Aboai an hour 
afinu-, being pvovided wth alks, at fbar o'clock 
iiv liw afiiemdon^ wefetout, being:about«ght 
in csmiran^; and travelled all' that evcoing. 
tfareugb oem-fields uniil fun-fet, when we 
paiETed through narrow de6les bstwixt the- - 
mouHtattiS,. and arrived at the Alcalde Major's 
hoare^aboutnineal night. AFter having con- 
duced UK into a' room, he left us there fov a» 
boiu half anhour, mi cetired >iUto anothcT'a- 
{wrtniBnt where M«» his fainily. Wbflniiippcr 
was ready, he' returned tons. We^ were for- 
tunate enough to find bread at the table in- 
flead. 
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llead of Goffio>dough, and wine tlial wu 
drinkable, with a couple of broiled chickens f 
which wu a repail far better Iban I ezpcded 
in fuch a place, and at fuch a late hour. On 
ihc door of our bed-room wu palled a primed 
paper, called an Ave Maria, which ran as fol- 
lows : " Hail, Mary 1 conceived without orU 
** ginal fin. Whenever any one fervently, 
*■ and with fincere devotion repeals thefe 
" words, hecaufeth great joy in heaven, and 
*' infinite tenor in hell." ^When I alked the 
AlcaMe about ibis paper, he informed us that 
fome mifltonarics from Spain came lately l6 
ihe iflands, in iheir way to the Indies, where 
ubferving a want of /devotion to the Virpn, 
they, in order to enUvwit, caufcd the natives 
10 buy ihofe papers, and paAe them on the 
doors of ihcii houfes and apanmenis. 

Next morning we walked out to fee the 
(own, which is pieafanity filuated in a narrow 
botiom, furroucHled with hills. It has a large 
beautiful church and convent, built of hewn 
llone: moft of the houfes of the town are 
neat, foul without either balconies or any outer 
courts, as is the manner of building the h^fes 
of people of fafhion in Spain and in the olber 
Hlands. In the gardens of the town w« faw 
I o fruit or other trees, excepta few palms or 
gg'irees, and fome of the fhrub bearing the 
pFKkly pear. Alter our walk we returnetl to 
the houfe, where we breakfafled on bread, 
broiled chickens, chcefe, wine, and fweat- 
meais ; for the gentry here do not make ufe of 
chocolate, like thofe in the reft of the iflands. 
All the time we were in the Alcalde's houfe 
we faw no women, except the fervanis, it not 
being 
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being^ihe cuilom (here for women of f4lfaion< 
to appear before lirapgen. About ten in the 
morning we took our leav« of him, and re- 
turned to La» Plajat. On our way thither we 
flopped, at a gentleman's houfc, who w«i a 
native of Tenerife, and farmed the King's re- 
venue upon fnuff and tobacco in this iUand. 
Hi) houie was two fiories^high, with balconiei. 
He ordered-ui each a difli of chocolate, and 
cniertained' u«- after >• free, open, and hofpi- 
table manners and. when we toofcour leaveof 
him, he made one of his fn-vanH fill out* 
gaide*is faok full of bread, cheefe, and bottler 
of wino. 

Next dajr the Alcalde Major and the Go- 
-rernoi's Ton came lo viGl me on board ihefhip- 
at La> Playas. The. latter immediately re- 
coHeSed hit having fccn me when> I wasA^ 
Ohva, and reprimanded mebacaufe I had not- 
waited on his father. 1 excufed myfeirin the 
beft manner I- could. And when the Alcalde 
Major underftood I was the fame perfon, on 
board whofe veO'el he. had been fome years be- 
fore, at Cala dc Fufles, he afted me in a ver^ 
fcrious manner, why I went away ihai.time 
witlKWt feeing him, and paying hii fee) : he 
added,^tt»at the duty of a malter of a vci&l, 
is,^<whenever he arrives in ihe ifland, 10 wait 
upon him immediately. In anfwer to all this, 
I pleaded ignorance of the Spiniih cuHoms ; 
which is a good apology for Arangers to make 
at all timet when they fall into any miflakes, 
and are thereby embarrafTed in that country. 
After entertaining them in the bed manner I 
could, they went aftiore, being fea-fick, and 
lodged in a cave near the fea. We flruck a 
barga^b 
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bargMii \M.h tbsm for a. c«ig» of wheat, far 
oM of thcvcAcb, for H ibM baw I ka^ two 
m the ba-j^ omr •( which t intenkd ftoultt 
Mrrji tbacaratO'tbriflaivlo^ Madura. 

hroRkria bdic «» bovd Ihe cocn, it was 
abMuleiy Mccffai^ to KC«iv« » viritoTthe 
IbyiifitWin, ttc Woie which, no' wObl Gao- 
inde in thcfe i&ad*. But whe» thafa cr^ 
gcmlemeo faa»A I iwu ia caiMlt ahaM biiyiag 
eavn, and that k hadnuired the viAt^of ih« 
fti^fifora. cfa^ exp^ing to maka me poj) 
tttemi nioM noncy fcr it, prMeiidcd-th«y could 
mt )W7< the c<vn fo cliea{» aa ibey imaged :. 
" Befidcj, faid they, we run a great riCque 
of being wiled to acconntl for expwring corn 
taatney t» raiw-." When I perceived them 
ftufflin^, I dnred: my dfffign of haf\ng,ctiat 
bflfr attatnptaii te in4r. with the reft of ihe 
inhabitams- fiir cafe and- wh« little provUion 
t wanted for' the- Wfels ; . but this did nei fufe- 
ce«d, fop the Alcalde Major andi his aflbciates, 
hy their powsr and autboriiy in the iHasd, fo 
imimidaied the natives, and \$\d fo mmy 
(lumbting-hlDclu iniheir way, that they could 
mjt bny anything from bbo. The Alcaldci, 
finding his fcbeinfr bad. taken, elle3„ and that 
T watdifapi^Motedi, prapofed' again, to fdl.the 
cargo of com, and to abate famething of ^he 
jKice which L had rejeQed. When he maid 
Uiis propofal I was afhare and in hi» power, 
therefore did not te!! him all 1 thought, but 
feemed to agree id hiB offer j. l»U as foon as 
1 got onboard, prepareriovery thing for fail- 
ing. As foon as ihey perceived iWs fronith« 
ftiore, they immediaJtely feotB^boat aboard, 
wi*- a meffage befecching me to flay, and 
,.•■ that 



THE CANARY ISLANDS 31^ 
thai if I wsaU cemdaAnre, tltey wodd maka 
mc oStn tft 1117 fetiifbAion. I tc\i the mef> 
fanger ttiore tms no trufting towhat tiiey^faid ;. 
vf9n wlmii^ when Iw feilnd mC in esmeft-, he- 
pnCtnted m» wMi s bi^rof- (}^ Ai« am) fee? 
«( iba lRqu)fitiM>i and'ef tbe Alcalde Major 
for tlic two dificrcnf times I had been in the 
ifland, in-an anloumiBg to abowAx pouiHf». ( 
totd the tTlcOi<ng«r le^ve my complimeMs to 
the AtesMe uti thr Afflcen of the Inquilittonr 
in4 tell thent I wou14 pxy ibetn when ever I 
AMid-have the pleasure of feeing them agmr r 
and r* i\i*' ctepartieA Dtrring the titne.the 
Akddfr Major ijnd his companions lodged tn 
ths eave by ihc fca-fhore, they fubfiftcd otr 
wttat proTifiens we Tent afiiere to them, and- 
Mi filhi for they could not remain in the fhips- 
by peafon "of fea fickiiefr. At that time feme 
of th« fiflle»me« eaiched in- the bay a huge 
tortmle, or logger-head turtle, weighing a- 
bottt five hundred potinds, which they brought 
afltora, and [riaced on its back upon a great 
{I»FM, then cut its ihroat, from which the 
Mom) il&ied forth in a large fmoaking^ ITream. 
Baring no teflctat hanii to receive it, the Al* 
calde and the Fell of the gentry catcheij aft 
much of if as they could in their hand^, and ' 
drank it oiF. When they obftrved oiir difguB 
;|t the fighl of Hich a barbarous and beaftly 
repflfl) ihcy fhook their heads, and told us it 
was an escedent remedy for the itch, and in- 
vited ui !• partake fifcewife ; to the increafc of 
oofloitbing, wc cPbferved tbeif hands blotch- 
ed w«h (cats and ufeers. 

In lhi» voyage we had on board, as an in- 
terpreter ea the eosft of Africa, a Barbary 
Jew. 



4» THE HtSTOKY OF 
Jew. .When we came to Fucrtaventursf I> 
gave Aria orders to our crew not lo rell ibe 
■flandsri- who he wu^ for Toar of an accident 
in caCc be IbouU vtnttiie sfhorc ^ and berore 
1 w«nt qiyfelf, I- adviferi fiim'to keep on bo>td> 
for. fear the loquiGtion Ihould get notice of» 
and detain him. , But, notwitbftinding iny< 
caution, he went aJhore, and travel!^ to the 
- village of Tunehe, where be palftd for a. ca- 
tholic. Ai be fpoke very good Spanith, the 
natives were very fond of conveifing with 
bim i and one of them happei^n^ to alk him 
what countryman he was« be replied -an Itali" 
an; the other aftcd him if behadfever been 
in Rome, lo which be readily aafweiad in tbb 
affirmative : " And have you ever Teen God's 
** Vicar upon earth?" ** Yes, fatd^ha, and- 
" received hisblefTing alfo." Vpon this tbc^ 
coiiduQed him. to their houfes, where Ihey- 
treated him. with the bcft they bad, andnadfl 
him feme prefejits of Goffio-meal, kids, and 
fowls;, but- when Tome of our posr hereti<al 
failors went to .that village, .ihe^never fs much 
as dcfired them lo come iiuo iheirhoufes, or 
a&ed them to eat or. drink, umil.they flicwed 
themmoney. 

When I firft' came to th» idaod'of Laiir 
cerolt, weanchored in.ihe portof £1 Riobci 
fore-mentioned, frsm whence I immediately 
difpatched:a Ihepherd, whom li found iherei 
to the Governor to give him notice of, purar.- 
rival. He retui;ned the(smeday,.flod bfougbt 
A^'ith him one of (he Governor's fervants^^viih 
afaddled afi, and an arder>for me wait.OBhhn 
at the vill^e'of Haria, Accordingly. I< went 
afliore, and took a.Tcnerife boj.aloi^ with 
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me. After we had afctnded the Heep cliff by 
the narrow path-way,- we found the faddled 
afg waiting for us, upon which I mounted, and 
foon came to the vitlage, where 1 found the 
Governor litling on a bench before the door 
of his houfe ; who, on m)r approaching him, 
embraced and faluied me after the SpantOt fa- 
fliion. He was drcfled in a black tafFety waift- 
coal, and breeches of the fame fluf^ white 
filkflockings, a linen night-cap laced, with a 
broad- brimmed hai {louchcd. This drefsmade 
him appear extremely tall, and he was in re- 
ality about (is feet high, and feemed to be a- 
bout fifty-five years of age. Afterfiiting Tome 
lime with him at the door, he brought me into 
the houfe, and introduced me to fome ladies, 
whom I look to be his wife and daughters. 
'I^ii was a favour of no fmall account in this 
or any other of theCanary Iflands. Although 
V I left the fliip before dinner>time, nobody 
^«(ked me if I had dined, To that I faded that 
dayfrom morning to night. There is a (Irange 
fort of delicacy among the gentry here, which 
is, that one muA notafk for any thing to eat, 
though ever To hungry or faint, in a (trange 
houfe; as a freedom of that kind would be 
looked on as the higheA degree of vulgarity 
and ill-breeding; iherefoi^e, when I found an 
opportunity, I made a pretence of going out 
to fpcak 10 my fervant, ;but in reality to try 
to get fome viduals privately. The Tene- 
rife boy I found had fuflc^ed as much as my- 
felf : however, I gave him fome money and 
fent him to bring whatever he could find that 
was eatable; and in cafe he could procure no- 
thing better, to biing me a lum{i of Goffio-. 
doughy 



44 THE HISTORY OF 
dMgfl, or hfln^vl of meal: butliii fearch 
proTed in vain, there betsg no ftich ibing u 
bread ot an; eatables fold there. At laft (up- 
pcr-timccamc, and the rcpaft was, for that 
port of the world, not only a good one, but 
Tsry elegant, conliiltng of many diffietent 
difties. All the time wa w«re at table, the 
ladies were very pankuUr in their enquiries 
concerning the Englilb wonitin^jheir-appeir- 
aoce, drefs, behaviour, and aEnurements. I 
replied, to all tbcJr qttcflions at well m I couldj 
but tbey were greatly fbocked at the account 
X gave of their free bebaviouri but when I io- 
fonncd them of the maanefs of the French, 
ladies, they loM me plainly that ii wm not 
peffiUe there mM be any virtuous wmmh a- 
moBglheni, Afier the tadiet retired, t be old 
gentleman magmScd the power, wealth, and; 
griitdenrof the King of Spain, above ail the 
Kings of the wodd. As an inftance of the 
courage of tlieSpaoifh CEamen, hefaiditwaa 
a! rule, if a Spanish man of war Ihoukl hap^ 
pen to meet two of ihe fams force of any o- 
ther nation, the wte not to run away, but was. 
obliged ta engage them ; and if the met three, 
the Captain might* it he pteatod,: erwleavaur 
to avoid tbemi but tf he fied, it wits always- 
tooloed'on at a dalbirdly a3ion. He added,. 
that the Spaniardfi, in courage,^ temperance,, 
honour, ami zeal for the true religion, fur- 
pafled all the reft of the world. With thi«^ 
and the Uka difcourfe he enterlained me for the 
fpace of an haua: ; ainOng other t]ueALons, he 
aUted nU if England and Fr^ice were in the 
fame iAand, or if • they were different ilknds. 
l-entceaiteii the honow of his compsiy on- 
board 
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bovd ray ihtp st El Rio t he bill, he vmM 
oaiBc with all his hcarr» if my Ihip were at 
Porto ie Naos, but that it would be indecent 
fora man of hi> quaiitj to dercend thecliffoa 
all four;. Nexintorning I let out for £1 Rio.' 
IB can^njr with the Stanitcro, or turmer of 
the King's <hity on fnuff and tobacco. We- 
were aiDonted on alTes, which fet off with ui 
on a full gallop, but did not long cortinuei 
that pace. The Staiikero hindered ui much 
on the roiH, ai he carried a fowltng-picce with 
him, and fhot at every bird ha could fee, with- 
out alighting, tad weywere obliged to wait 
for lum. He laid me, ihe oirt^r pleafure h« 
had in lifo wh N lake hit gun in the mornings' 
mount hii aft, and go a-fhooting. When w« 
came to the fte^ cliff, one of the gentlemeit 
would not ahght, but ordered hii fcfnuit ta 
leid hii aft down the path y bot the TervaBb 
being wirer than himGelF, with great' difficulljr 
diSijadtd him from thu ^iece of Bate, by Ki 
prefentifig to him the inpolTilnlity of doin^ it: 
without breaking hii neck : (o fearful arc ihefit 
people of demeaning tbcmfdvcs by ufing theif 
Itgi. 

..Ths Stankefo and his friendi came on 
board, and boagfat -fonM goods of, v», w.bkb ' 
tliey.were to pay :far in o(chill*-weed. Af- 
ter the concluiuui of the. bargain, we enter- 
taioed them in the bcA manner we awtdk 
for three days that they remained on board, 
wuti:^ for the occhilla-weed, which (hejr 
had fent for from the other eikd of the 
ifland. Their krvtmstdd us, that ilieir mat- 
ters bad -never lived ib wdl in th«r lire»^ and 
that one of the gestlemea in parlieula^ never 
tailed 
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tafted flelh meat it home : however, we ffcK 
perfcaiy fenrible (hat this did not proceed 
from any- nitufal ■nti()3)hy, or temperance;: 
Tor with us he cat, or rather devoured, (is. 
^undft of meat at every meat. 

While we remained at E3 Rio^ e'or Cai*-' 
penler and Boatlwain fet out together, after 
breakfad, to vi(it the village of Haria, and- 
being ftrangers to the cafloms^ of, the place, 
ttcgleSed to take prsvifionswith tbem^ Wheel' 
I'hey got on lliore, the firS thing they did,' 
leamen-like, was to look oor tor a public 
houfe ; but their kibour prored in vain, and 
^erefore they wont into feveraF houfei, in 
bopcs that femebody utnild be courteous- 
enough to o&r them (bmeihing to eat ; btir^ 
though t-hey found the people ready erough to- 
talk with and aft quenions of them, yet no- 
one offered to fup^y their wants. At lafl^ 
feeing foine ladies and people at the door o5 
the GoHernw's heufe^ they fauntered towards 
ihciR, in eipcSatton thatriieir curiofiiy might 
induce them to call lo them ; fo far they were- 
right, for- (hey afted'them.arouliiiudeofqucf^ 
lions, but never enquired if they were eithcFf 
hungry or thlrlly>: however, one of the fea- 
men, thinking to give- ihem. a. bint of their 
necelHty, begged the favour of » dnagbt or 
water, which was readily brought them, but 
neither viduals or wine; fo they found they 
bad nothing left, but to make the bed of their 
way back to the fliip. In their road they met' 
with a man riding on a camel, and being quite- 
faint with fafling, they agreed with him, foi> 
«. real, to alight, and let them ride on the ca* 
nacl to the brow of the cliff. When. thejL- 
wcrt 
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were got about half way thither, the camet 
chanced to (bake himlcir, Mid the (ailort^ 
wholly onufed to, and iKiteipediRg fucb « 
fudden motion, i;aine tumbling headlong to the 
. ground. Thi driver, in a furprize, aflted 
Ihein what wai the matter, and endeavoured 
to perfuade them to remount, but in vain j 
and when he demanded the hire of the beaft, 
they told him it was well they did not break 
bis bones, and To walked off : the driver having 
mooenear to aStll hitni, did not offisr to pur- 
fue them. 

Thxse lloriea may appear very (riflit^ and 
impertinent to the reader ; but I relate them 
to give fome idea of the manners of thofe 
people. When we enquired of them the price 
of any thing, fuch as fheep, fowls, or hogs, 
this was their common reply, " To the na- 
" tives of the country, we fell them at fuch 
" a price; but to ftrangers we cannot fell 
" them under fomucb more." This is alone 
fufEcient to fliew their inholfHUble and brutal 
difpolition. 



THE HISTORY OF 



Of *b» Co-Hrnamt Md Trtdt »f LanemUi and 

Ah T U OU CH all the Cswy Ifltnfa 
arefubjed Lo the crown of S|i«ia, yet 
tibe MintE of the two iflands wiiidi we are 
now iaftnb'mg, md t^nfe of Oomcn and 
Hwrroy faeU not their UimIb of ihe civwn, 
bat of the defcendaiilt of the boaTe of Her- 

fCTK. 

GHixr part of ths power and jurifdf6Hon 
origiwltf pofraflcd by ibi proprietors of thele 
iflands, was Mken ham ibem xnd aonQced ro 
the crown ; prdbabty on acconnt vS their a- 
bnle of liich an cztcBTive authority; and the 
governineiit is now inveffed in an Akalde Ma- 
jor, and a Sargento Major, otherwire called 
Governador de las Armas. The firtt o,f thofe 
officers is the head of the civil, and th^ other 
of the miiiiary government. From thedeci- 
fion of the Alcalde Major there is an appeal 
to the Royal Audience in Ihe illand of Cana- 
ria: and the Sargemo Major receives his or- 
ders from the Governor-general of the Ca- 
nary lilands, who commonly refides in Te- 
nerlfe. There are no (landing forces kept 
here; hut there is a militia, properly regu- 
lated, and divided into companies, to each of 
which there it a Capiain> Lieutenant, and 
Enfign. 
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EnCgn. 'Hie Snrgtnto Major ia CotstMl, ar 
chief of the whote, and itket care to fee tint 
rtwif arms, &c. we kept m proper order, that 
Ac compinies nifty be raifcd at a fhort waminc; 
for finne lime •ftsr the conqueft of iheTe 
ilhnds, the natives were frequently (Marbed 
by Algerine corrairs, and efpeciatly tbofe of 
Lancerota, where a fleet of thofe peopte 
landed, and carried off no lefs than one ihoii- 
fitid fix hundred and forty-eight perfem *,' 
being ahnoft ^ the Inhabilanli of the Mand. 
TTie GowernoT gavte me the Hfowtng account 
of this affair. When- the iraiivci found that 
th* Algerines ftn too (Irong Ibr iheoi, they 
fled imo the trares in the ifland. The main 
body of them took i<efuge jn a very fpactoss 
one that runs above a mite in l«ngth sndier- 
gniund. The Algerines purTued thejn ctefely, 
but were afraid to enter the cave, and there^ 
fore contented, themrelves with clofely Mocfc- 
ing up its mouth, thinking to oblige the iflanrf- 
en to f^rrender Ibr want ef food. Bat in tfeis 
thCT were deceived ; for there was a priTBl« 
piffage at the other en6, by which the natives 
nfed ro go !orth in fearch of provifions. Uo- 
forcutiaiely one of them, who was upon th« 
bufinefs, was taken by the Moors, who pro- 
mifed him his Yi(t and liberty if he would dif- 
cover to them by what means the people ftiut 
up in the caw, procuri?d fulTcnance. The 
prifcner, dreading Immediate death if he did 
not comply, informed them of the truth ; 
whereupon they (topped up the other entry, 
and thns compelleU ihofe within <e furrender : 

* Gramaye lays this happened in the year t6t8. 
and 
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lod notwithlUnding » Sect of SpaniOi men of 
wir wu then cruifii^; in the Sircights of 
Gibraltar, to intercept them, they arrived fafe 
at Algieriy with thdr prifoncrs and booty- 
The Kipg of Spain was pleafed afterwards to 
ranlbm thefe poor people* and fend them back 
to their native country. In thofe days Lan- 
ccrota was but thinly inhabited, but it is now 
quite otherwife. Some time about the year 
.1748, the Aigerines made another dcfcent 
upon this ifland. The natives, who were nbw' 
better acquainted with the manner of defend- 
ing ifacmfelves, did not ofier to oi^fc their 
landing, but fuSercd ihem to aflvance into,lhe 
country, when, getting between the corbin 
and their boats, they furrounded and cut eveiy 
one of them io pieces, except only thofe who 
were left to guard the boats. Since that time 
the Aigerines have never attempted to land in 
any of ihe Canary Iflands. In the year t^p^, 
afmall f<quadronof Engtiih (hips, command- 
ed by tiie Earl of Cumberland, came to anchor 
near Port de Naos. This fquadron was going 
to attack the Spanifh fettlements in the Weft 
Indies; but the Earl having intelligence from 
fomcof his feamen(who had been prifonersin 
the ifland) of a Marquis reckoned to be worth 
an hundred thoufand pounds, who lived in ih* 
town of Cayas, and who was Lord of Lan- 
cerota and Fuertaventura ; he determined to 
touch there, and feize him. in order to pro- 
cure a good fum fiir his ranfoui. Thefe men 
aflbred- him, that they knew the place fo well, 
(hat they could condud him by night to the 
Marquis's houfe. But when the fleet came off 
tht ifland, they could not, even in broad dav< 
light. 
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light, Ihcw him ihe proper place for landing ; 
however, he anchored with his fliips near Port 
de Naos, fent five or fix hundred foldiers a- 
fhore, under the comnnand of Sir John Berk- 
ley, who purfued the natives for fome time* 
but without being able to overtake them, they 
were fo fwift-footed ; and when he came to 
the town, he found nothing left but a fmall 
quantity of cheefe and wine, and whole reams 
of popilh bulls and pardons. The caAle or 
fort was abandoned, though it was fo ftrong 
that twenty men could have defended it againft 
five hundred. And now as the Marquis, who 
was the chief obje3 of their defcent, was no 
where to be found, the troops reimbarked, 
after having fuflained fome lofs by ficknefi, 
fromdrinking too plentifully of the wine which 
they found in the town. 

During the war between England and 
Spam which began in the year 1739, an Eng- 
lilh privateer came into the bay of Las Playas, 
in Fuertaventura, and landed a confiderable 
body of men, who marched into the idand. 
But ihey had not proceeded far, when a mul- 
titude of the native.^, chiefly armed with clubs 
and flones, attacked them with great fury* 
killed the greatell part of ihem, and made the 
reft prifoners, who were foon after fent to 
Tenerife. Six weeks after this, fome other 
Englifh privateers landed two or three hundred 
men at the fame place, and marched inland 
with colours flying and drums beating. The 
natives, enraged to find the illand diflurbed 
again in fo fliort a lime, determined to give 
thefe fecond invaders no quaner ; and fo af- 
fembling together, fell upon them. The 
Vot.II. C Englifli 



5© THE HISTORY OF 
Englid) however racelved their attack wilh 
^reat brnvery, andkJIIed many of them ; but 
^nduig it utterly iiqpoffible to defend tbem' 
felves any longer againll fucii numbers (ih^ 
natives being twenty to one) threw down their 
arms and begged For quarter, but in vain, for 
ihe cxafperated illanders inhumaniy butcher- 
ed every .one of them. 

In all probability, th« Englilh mad ban 
been deceived in their notions of the number 
of inhabkanis on the ifland; for it sppefm, 
when viewed from the fes, to be uninbatut- 
cd and defolate. 

In the late war with Spain, ,two privateers, 
called the Lord Anfon and Hawke, tailed on 
a cruife among the Azores and Canary Idands. 
'Ihe Hawke heing near Porto de Naos, in 
Lancerota, and leeing feme veflels lyiiig in 
the port, file attempted to get at tfaem^ but 
could not, for nobody on board kttew ibe paf- 
fages through iherocks to the harbour. Some 
time after (he was joined by her confort, the 
Lord Anfon, when they jointly attacked the 
caltle, and Hlenced Its guns. But not finding 
the entrance of the harbour, they went about 
« league to the leeward, where they landed . 
an hundred men. The natives alTembled W 
the number of nbout five hundred, and came 
down to the fea-fidc to attack them, placing a 
number of camels in the front, to ferv^ as a 
breaft-work againll the enemy's lire ; but this 
did them no fcrvice, for the Teamen Toon broke 
the camels, and turned them upon ibeir mat- 
ters j who, feeing the refolution of the in- 
vaders, began to fly in great difoider, and 
left man/ of their cloaks behind, and about 
Bvt 
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£ve or iix men dead on the fpot. The fea- 
mcn* on this occaGon, behaved wiih great 
prudence, for they would not purfue the Tugi- 
tivcs inland, but marched along-lhore to 
Porto de Naos, their boats keeping clofe by 
|hem, to which they might retreat at plea- 
fure. In their march they were frequently 
fired upon by the natives, who flsulked behind 
the rocks ; but by feadiug out fmal) parties of 
five or fix men each, they were foon diflodg- 
fd, and obliged to fly. When the privateer's 
people cwne to Porto de Naos, they found the 
place defened, aod every thing of value car- 
ried off. And is the velTels which the Hawke 
wanted to cut out, had made their cfcape be- 
fore flic was joined by the Lord Anfon, (he 
men embarked, without attempting any thing 
againd the caltle. This latter fired feveral 
uot at the Ihips, but was quickly iilenced by 
their great guns. In this expedition the £ng- 
lifh loft only one man, which was the Cap- 
tftin of the Lord Anfon, who was killed on 
boa,rd his own flilp by a (hot from the caAle. 
Although thefe iflands are little efleem- 
ed by the Spanifh government, yet in faift they 
arc of the utmoft value; for if they were 
once fubdued by any other nation, Palma and 
Tenerife would fall of courfe, becaufe they 
are fupplied with corn from Lancerota and 
Fuerta Ventura. Belides, the ports in Lancer- 
ota would altvays be convenient retreats for 
' the cruifing fliips of an enemy, where they 
might careen, and he fupplied with provi- 
fions. 

The exports from hence are confined whol- 
ly lo the other iflands: thefe arc wheats bar- 
C 2 ley. 
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ley, maize, caule, fowls, cheefe, orchilli- 
'weeit, and goats iltins, fait and fome Talt-filh; 
the two HCi are only exported from Lancer- 
ora. The wheat here is fmail -grained, but 
Arery hard, tlear, and good : It fclU always in 
'('eneriFc at a higher price than either Eng- 
11(1) or other European wheat, by one fifth. 
The firfl wheat Town in this ifland was brought 
thither by Diego de Herrera, from Barbary. 
About eight years ago, they exported a num- 
ber of camels from Fucrtaventura to Jamaica 
^nd otiier parts of the Englifti Weft Indies. 
}iut fo foon as it was known at Canaria and 
Tenerife, that Englifli (hips came lo Fuerta- 
-yeniuril and carried away camels, the General 
Bnd Royal Audience prohibited that trade, for 
lear of lofing the breed, and raifing ihc price 
of thofe animals. 

The afles brought to Fuertaventura increaf- 
<d fo faft, that tticy ran wild among the 
mountains, and did fo much damage to the 
natives, by eating iheir corn and other grain, 
that, in the year 1591, they were obliged to 
HfTembte all the inhabitants and dogs in the 
ifland, to endeavour to deftroy them ; accord- 
ingly they killed no lefi ihan fifteen hundred. 
Since that lime there has not been any more 
in the ifland, thati fuflicient to lujiply the io- 
habiiants. 

The exportation of corn is moft impolitic- 
ly prohibited from this ifland to any place, ex- 
cepi the red of the inlands; by which means 
in a year of great plenty, it becomes of fo 
little value, as fcarcely to pay for the expence 
of cutting it down. This confequcnily maket 
them indifieient about raifing more than what 
they 
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thejr can confume themrelves, or fell in th« 
other illands ; To that in a bad year, the ifland- 
ers ftarve for want, efpeclally the inhabitants of 
Tenerife, if ihey have not the good lonune ta 
be fupplicd from Eurape. 

The imports here are almoA all from the 
other iflands, cfpecially from Tenerife, whicfi. 
i) the centre of trade lor all the Canary Iflands. 
They confift in EngliOi woollen good& and' 
German linens, both oT the coarfdl fabrics i. 
brandy, wine, oil, fruit, planks and' other 
foris of timber, bajksand Blhlngboat;, bees 
wax, houfliold furniture, tobacco and fnul^ 
foap, candles, and a conliderabte quantity of 
cafh, which they ri;ceive in the balUnce of 
trade; pan of which goes in payment of rent 
to the proprietors of the lands ; and the refl 
lo Gran C^naris, te fupport the charge of their 
liBW-fiiJtSi for the natives of all the Canary 
Iflands arc generally extremely litigious. 

Na ftup goes immediately from Europe to 
ihofe iHands,. becaufc the confumpiioti of Eu- 
Kopean commodities in them is fo flow and 
incoofiderable, that it wuuid not be worth- 
while. With proper management, a (hip of 
any nation in Europe, at war with Spain, 
might touch at Lanccrota and Fuertaventurat 
pafs for a neutral velTei, and be fupplicd with 
. provifions ; for the natives have no inleccourfc 
with foreigners, therefore they cannot dif- 
linguifh an Eng'ilhman from a Hollander, 
Dane, or Swede ; but whoever would pafs far 
a Frenchman, muft go to mats, Dthcrwife he 
will be difcovercd. 

C 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



Of tbeljlandef Gran Canaria. 

HITHERTO I have been dcfcribing 
the iflands thai are atmofl deferit when 
compared with the fertile and picafant One of 
Canaria, which, for the ezceltent tempera- 
ture of its air, and the plenty of good water', 
trees, herbs, and delicious frnics that are 
found thereon, weltdefervet the name of the 
Fortunate Ifland. 

Th£ north-eaft point tt Canaria ties weft 
from the fouih-weft end of Fuerl^eniuraf 
eighteen leagues dldance : in clear weather, • 
any of thcfe ifland's may be eafiiy fccn from 
the other. Canaria is aooul fourteen leaguei 
ID length, nine in breadth, and thirty-five in 
circumference, reckoning the Itfnglhfrom the 
norih-eaft point fomhward unto (he point Ar^ ■ 
ganeguin, and the breadth from the port of 
Agneic, on the wefl fide of ihe iflar^d, to (hat 
of Gando, on the eafl. The inland part, or 
centre,' is exceeding high, and full of lofty 
mountains, which tower fo far above the 
clouds, as to flop the current of the' norih- 
eafl wind that generairy blows here; fo that 
when this wind blows hard on the north fide 
of the mountains, it is either quite calm on 
the other fide, or a gentle breeze blows upon 
it from the foutb-nefl. Thefe calms and eddy- 
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winds, occafioned by the height of ihe moun- 
tains above the atmofphere, exrend twenty of 
twenty- five leagues beyond them, to the fouth- 
weft. There arc calms beyond or lo the lee- 
ward of fame of the red of ihcinands aswelt 
as Canaria ; for thofe of Tenerife extend fif- 
teen leagues into the ocean; the catms off" 
Comerai ten; and tfaofe off Palma, thirty, 
I have been frequenily in alt the cutms of the 
iflands, excepting thofe of Palma ; and from^ 
my experience of them, I may veiiturs to fay^ 
that it is extremely dangerous forfmall vefTels, 
or open boats lo venture within them, when 
, the wind btows hard without. It is true, in* 
deed, the wind raifes ihe waves of the fca to 
I moontainous height} yet thofe waves fol- 
fow each other in a regular fuccelHon; for 
were they to fall confufedly one againlt ano< 
iher, no fliip would be able to fail on the 
ocean, fltlt in a ftofm, the wind driving the fea 
before it, each w^vc gives plac^ to the one 
which foltows ; wheVeas in the calms of the 
Onary ISitids, rhe fea uot ffioviAg forward ia 
the fanie diredion with the fea withiiut, but 
Being as it were Aagnate, or at reft, refifts the 
waves that fall in upon it from without ; and' 
(his rcfiftance caufes ihem to break juft in the 
(ame' nianner as the billcrws break upon the 
lea~fhore, but with lefs violence on account oF 
fhe different rature of the rcfiftance. This 
breaking of the waves is only on the verge of, 
or juft entering into the calms, for within iheni 
thff water ia fmooth and pleafant, 

Upon firft coming Into the calms, the waves 

may be feen foaming and boiling like a pot,. 

and breaking in all direaions. When a Teflel 

C 4 cornea 
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comes Binongft ihein, (he is Hiakcn and bealcn 
by the waves on all fides, in fucb a manner 
that one would imagine fhe could not wiih- 
iland it ; however, this confufion docs not laft 
long. The beft way to manage a flitp enter- 
ing the calms, is immediately to haul up the 
courfes, and diligently attend the braces, lo 
catchevery puff of wind that offers, in order 
to puih the fhip into them as foon as pollible. 
The crew muft not think it flrange, to be 
obliged to brace about the yards every two or 
three tnirutes,' according as the wind veers 
and hauls; but after a (hip Is once fairly enter- 
ed the calms, ihe will either find a dead calm 
and fmooth water, or a plcafant and conllant 
breeze at fouih or fouth-weft, according as 
the wind blows ttjihout, to which this eddy- 
jvind, as I may call it, always blows in atl Op- 
pofiie direiSion. 

Cn the noTih-eaA end of Canarfa is a pe- 
nlnfula, about two leagues tn circumferetice. 
The ifthmus by which it is connefled with 
the main ifland, is about two miles in length, 
and a quarter of a mile in breadth at the nar- 
rowed part. On each fide of this iflhmus is 
a bay, which is expofed on the north-weft fide 
to the fwelt of the fea, and therefore an unfit 
road for fliipping ; but fmall barks get in be- 
tween a ledge of rocks and the (hore, and lie 
there fmooth and fecure from all winds and 
weather. Here the natives oF the iHand re- 
pair their fmall veflels. 

On the other fide of the ifthmus is a tpa- 

cious fandy bay, called by fome Porto de Luz, 

and by others Porto de Ifletes, from fome 

Aeep rocks, cr itlar.ds, at the entrance of (he 

bay 
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bay towards the norih-eall. This is a good 
road for {hipping of any burthen, with all 
winds except the fouth-ead, to which it is ci* 
pofed ; but that wind (which is not common 
here) feldom blows To hard as to endanger (hip- 
ping. 

The landing-place Is in the very bight or 
bottom of the bay, where the water is^ gene- 
rally fo fmooth, that a boat may lie broad- 
nde to the fhore, without danger. At ihia 
landing-place (lands a hermitage, or chapel, 
dedicated to St. Catherine, and a callle, mount- 
ed with a few guns, but of no ftrcngih. From' 
thence along (bore to the eaflward, at the 
diftance of a league, is the city of Palmas, 
the capital of the tfland; between which, and; 
the abovc-menlioncd callle are two other forts, 
mqunted with guns ; thefe have no garrifons,. 
except afew invalids. At theoiher end of the 
city is another callle called St. Pedro, None 
of all thefe arc of any ftfcngth. 

Shlpping that difcharge their cargoes at 
Palmas,, generally in good weather anchor 
within hajf a mile of the town, for the quick-. 
er dispatch ; but that place is not a good road:. 
The city of Pajmas is of i)o flrength to op-- 
pofe an attack ; but it is large, and contains 
feveral fine buildings, particularly the cathe- 
dral of St. Anne, with many churches, con- 
vents of Friars of all orders, and nunneries.. 
The private houfes here are in general good,, 
being all built of (lone. The city is divided, 
into two parts, which have a communication 
with each other by a bridge, thrown over a 
fmall flfeun. of water. The number of in-- 
C J, habitants 
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habhants in Palmas I guefs to be iheat fix 
ihoufand. 

The neit port of any confequence is Gan- 
do, fituate on the foulh-eaft pan of the ifliriKJ. 
] never was there, butaminAirnied itis'agood 
port for Ihipping, with all winds except the: 
foQth. There you may be fupplted with good 
water and other refrelhments. 

Gaete, or Agacte, on the norlh-Weffl plart' 
of the illand, is a port with a callle f«r Hb dcs 
fcnce. It is frequented only by boats that' 
carry provifions, &c. from rficnce to Sanlfl' 
Cruz in Tenerife. The country near it a 
■weH watered, and abounds with fruit-trees. 
From Gaete there is a high road to the city* 
cf Palmas. 

The whole coaft of Canaria, excepting at 
thefe portsi is generally inaccefiible to boal» 
or veriels, by reafon of the breafcing of the 
feauponit: even the leeward, or fouth-weft 
part of the illand is expofed to this inconve- 
ntcncy, ahhough it is fheltcrcd by the land 
from the fwell of the trade-wind. 

It is the fame on the fhores of all the Ca- 
nary IHands^ efpecially at the full and changff 
of the moon, excepting ihofe of Lanceroia 
and Fuertavenlura. Yet even lo leeward of 
the latter of thefe, the ffiore is feldom free 
from furf. liraagine it will be no cafy matter 
to account properly for this phsetiomenon. 

There are no inland cities, or large towns, 
in Canaria; but many villages, ibe chief of 
which are Gaidar and Telde. 

Although this ifland is high and moun- 
tainous, yel between the mountains, and near 
the fea-coaft, there are many plaint, and more 
level 
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level ground than in iny of the Canary Idandt 
to tite wellward of it. 
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Of tbt Climate 0/ Canaria, its Weathir, Pro- 
duce, &c. 

TH C temperamre of iheairis no where 
more delightful than in tlie ifland of 
Caniria. The heai m fumnier feldom ex- 
ceeds that which generally prevails in England 
in the months of July and Auguft, and the 
coldefi part of the winter is not Iharper than 
vilh UB about ihc end of May in a backward 
feafon. The fame fort of winds blow here, 
at the fame periods, as at Lanceroca and Puer- 
taveniura^ but the northerly v/ind is not fo 
firong, being only a gentle breeze that cools- 
the air fo as 10 render it agreeably temperate. 
The heavens here are fcldom overcall, the 
flcy being almoft continually ferene and free 
from ftorms and thunder. The only difagree- 
able weather is when the fooih-eall winds 
corne upon the ifland, from the great dcfert of 
Africa ; but thefe rarely happen, and do not 
lait long- They are very hot, dry, and 
flifling, and do much damage to the fruits of 
the earth by their pernicioui quality, and alfo 
by bringing clouds of locufts, that devour e- 
very green thing where they alight. In the 
niountain'> the weather is different from, what 
Lhave 
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I have been dercribing j for there U is «ry 
cold m winter, and the tops of them are unin- 
habilable, by reafon of the fnow that falls there 
in that reafon, in great abundance. 

To add to the excellent qualities of lhi« 
climate, the air is exceeding wholefome, and 
the natives enjoy health and longevity beyond 
any people in the world, I have had oppor- 
tunities of obfervtng that when they go with 
Europeans to hot unhealthy climates, they are 
ibe (irll.that fail Tick and die. 

This illand is well watered, and abound^ 
with wood of various kinds: almoft every 
thing that is planted here, will thrive; and 
the pine, palm, wild-olive, laurel, poplar, 
elder, brcflbs (a fort of brulh-wood), dragon- 
tree (that yields gum], lena nuefTa, or lignum 
Rhodium, the aloes-fhrub, Indian fig, or 
prickly pear, and tubayba, grow fpontaneoufly 
and without cultivarion. The tatter is a 
ftruh, whofe branches have no leaves except 
at the citretnitie:. When this fhrub is Jlit 
with a knife, or beaten wirh a Rick, it yields 
a glutinous fubdance, of a while colour. The 
euphorbium fhrub grows here to a large fizc, 
and in great plenly ; I cannot imagine ihe rea- 
fon why ihc natives do not extrad the juice, 
and ufe it for the botioma of their boats and 
velTels, Instead of pitch ; I am perfuaded it 
would anfwer better, and be an efledual pre- 
fervative againft the worms. The tarrahala 
it a fort of yew, or wild-pine; the retama, a 
withered Ihrub-JKithout leaves, not unlike the 
branch of a vine, and fomeof it grows to the 
thicknefs of a man's wrift. There are many 
others befides thefe, which I cannot defciibe. 
All 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 6r 

All the large trees, except the palm, that arc 
natural to the ifland, grow on the mouotuoi 
near the clouds, which dcfcending upon them- 
towards (he evening, fumifh them with moif- 
tuie. 

Astofrait, here arc the aImond> walnat, 
chernut, apple, pear, peach, aprico^ cherry, 

Elum, mulberry, fig, banana, date, orange^ 
mon, citron, lime, pomegranate, andia fhort 
all the American and European fruits, ciccpt 
the anana, or pine-apple, of which I think 
there are none in thefe iflands. Of grain they 
have wheat, barley, and maize or Indian- 
com ; but peas, beans, and garravanfas * are 
(karce and dear: melons of difierent forts, po- 
tatoes, batatas, yams, pompions, the beft 
onions in the world, and many other kinds of 
roots are found in plenty here, and all good in- 
their kind': cabbages and fallads are- not want- 
ing. In fliort, in all the Canary Idands weft- 
ward of Fuertaventura, nature amply re- 
wards the labourer for his toil in cultivating' 
the groijnd. 

Although there ia more level, and arable 
land in Canaria- than in any of the iflands to 
the weftward of it, yet it bears no manner of 
proportion to the ilany, rocky, and barren 
ground, for I imagine the firfl is to the lalt as 
one to feven. Yet if the peafants had fttcfi 
liberty and fecurity for their property as ihofe 
of England have, they could, by a little in- 
duftry and ezpcnce, (urn the couife of many 
rivulets of water upon their barren grounds, 
and thereby render them very fruitful. 

• A kind of horfe-beaiis, wiitten genetatly Cs- 

But 
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But th« great chedk to induAry in cultivaN 
iag the landi here, U the imprudent conduA 
of tb«ir geverntRcat, which prohibits the ex- 
portation of provifions in a plentiful feafoiy 
«nd fixes a price upon them in ihe ifland. This 
l&H, though done with a good defign^ is a moll 
fMnicioui praftice* and tends dii'eolyfo-aiabe 
» feaptaiy •• . 

The moft fertile part of Ciuiaria it the 
MBOniain of Doratnas, dtuatetl' about two 
km^es fronr the city of Palmxs j. it is diaded. 
hy- groves of different Itinds of. fraErant treei^ 
wbofe lofty boughs arc fo (hickly interwoven^ 
as. to oxcludft the rays of the fun. The rilts 
that; water thefs fliady groves, the whirpering 
f>f the broeze amotig the trees, and the meto- 
dy of the Ci^nary-biTds, farm a mc^ delight- 
ful coBocrt. When a perfon is in one of thcfe 
inchanting foHludes, he cannot fail of calling 
to remembrance the fine things the ancients 
have written oi the Fortunate Iflands. 

* When a famine happens in loy countrf , and 
tbe poor ftirre for want of food, why fhould the 
ptopiictorg of corn be robbed, b; being compelled 
[ofelt their grwo below itircil ?ilue? For every 
cocimodiiy isjuft worth what it will fetch. Why- 
do not the nch, in fuch a cafe (if ihey would be 
kumaoe at their awn coftj^'ve money to the poor, 
to enable them to parchstTe it at the conent price i 
Does the government in snj' couarry compel people, 
in a pltnnfiil year, to buy more com than tbey can 
conTame, in older that ^e mcrcbann, who have a 
fieat quantiiy on hind, may be no lofers t Yet 
this is jnft as reaibnable, as obliging the sKrchanit 
ot faimei; to lower the piice of iheir grain. 

Im 
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In cOlttriA to this charming fcsne, the up* 
per parr of the' ifTaiiifii ^tsU^ barren andde- 
rbhtCr producing neiihtr grafs dr JhniG, ex- 
cept a few of ihtf above-mentioned retaihasf 
for ir projefts far above fhe clouds,, and there- 
fore receives neither dew or lain, but is es- 
pofed to a thin, dry, parching wind, that gene- 
rally bldtfs from theweftern quarter, Indireflt' 
eppoTitiiSti to the tfade-wind. below, or under 
the clouds : in the night this weAerly wind 
Mhvs hard, bat lulls in the day-time. In the 
i^nter-leafon the top of this ilTand is inaccel^ 
fibie, being covered with fitaw. 

The prodigious quantity of calcined ilones, 
afhes, and lava thatcovcr the greateft part 
of all the Canary Iflands, disfigure them mucb^ 
and render the ground unpleafant. The vol- 
canos from whence this matter proceeded,. and 
which formerly burned, may be difcerned in. 
all quarters of this and the lelt of the iflauds ; 
u alio the channels made by the fiery fireams 
that Bowed from them. Thofe are full ot 
alhes, cinders, and pumice-ftoneof a heavier 
iind than that which we bring from Naples. 
I have not heard of any volcano burning in 
Canaria lince the conquefl. Certainly if ever 
the Erft inhabitants of thofe iflands abandoned 
them, and went in quefl of new habitations 
(as fome maintain) it maii be owing to the 
dread they had of thofe mofl terrible erup- 
tions. 

Ths wine of Canaria is good, but has not 
fach a body as that of Tenerife, and there- ' 
fore not fo fit for exportation ; yet many pipes 
of it are aimHaUy fent to the Spanilh WefE 
Indies. 

Thbkx 
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There is no oil made in this or the other 
iflands, notwitbllandiog olivesrhave been plant- 
ed in Canaria. They grow indeed, and beat 
fruit, but not fo To great perfei^ion as is Spain,. 
Barbary, and other countries. Much fugar 
was formerly made here, but the great de- 
mand for the wines and brandies of thisifland^ 
in the Spanilh Welt Indies, flopped the cul- 
ture of canes, the natives finding it more ad- 
vantageous to veft the produce of their wines 
at the Havannah in fugar, than to raife it in. 
iheir own country. Honey abounds in Cana- 
ria, which ii good, but of a black colour. 

Th£ animals here are camels, horfes^ afles, 
a few muics, bullocks, flieep, goats, hogs, 
rabbits, fowls, turkeys, gtefe, ducks, par- 
fridges, crows, and Canary-birds, with, fome 
others of the fame fizc. 

Camaria is fometimes pcflered with lo- 
cufts, which are brought thither by fouth- 
eafl wind^ from the defert, and devour every, 
green thing wherever they alight; but feldom 
vilit any of the Canary Iflands, except this 
and Hierro, which are lituated more fouther- 
ly than the reft. A few years ago,, fuch an 
immenfe quantity came to the routh-caft part 
of Canaria, that they covered the fouMh part 
of the ifland, and did infinite damage. 

LlZAKDS abound in this and all the other 
iflands; but we find no fnakes, ferpcnis, fcor- 
pions, or other venomous creatures, except- 
ing the fore- mentioned fpidcr of Lancerota, 
and a kind of viper peculiar to the ifland of 
Gomera; which, however, I cannot find, 
upon the ftiiSeft enijuiry, to be at all hurtful^ 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. viir. 



DefiripthH of the IJIani ej Tenerift. 

POINT Anaga, or Nago, the nonh- 
ead end of TcncrJFe, bears nonh-wefti 
about fixteen leagues diftant from the north- 
well part of Canaria ; but from the fiiid part 
of Canaria to the neareft part of Tenerifef 
the diflance is not above twelve leagues. This 
iiland is almoft triangular, the three (ides be- 
ing nearly equal, and each about twelve leaguea 
in length. In the centre is the famous Pike 
of Tenerife, called by the ancient inhabitant* 
Teyde, which name it ftilt retains with the 
prefent natives, who call it El Picode Tcydc, 
i. e. the Pike of Tcyde. 

Coming In with the ifland, in clear weather, 
this Pike may be eafily difcerned at the diltance 
of one hundred and twenty miles, and in fail- 
ing from it, at one hundred and fifty miles 
diifance ; it then appears like a thin blue va- 
pour or fmoke, very little darker than the 
iky. At a further diftance the fhade difap- 
pears, and is not diflinguilhable from the a- 
zure of the firmament. Btffore lofing. fight 
of this towering mountain, it Teems a con- 
fiderable height above the horizon, although 
by its didance, and the fpherical figure of the 
earth, all the reft of the ifland (the upper 
part of which is exceeding high) ts funk be- 
neath 
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nesth the horizon; but in general in railing 
towards Tenerifc, when the irade-wind blow), 
the illand appears as an hazJnefs of the tkjt 
or » cloud, tiH within tbc iKIlance of five or 
fix leader, and then the points of the land 
are firfl confpicuous, and fliew like land- 

At a fmail diftance from the north-caft 
point of the ifland, caKed Punto dc Nago, are 
fome high perpendicular rocks, and five or fix 
leagues from thence, oa the fouib-eaft ftdeof 
rhe iQand, it the bay or harbour of Santa 
Cruz, the moft frequented port of any itr the 
Catiary lOands : the belt road for (hipping here, 
h between the middle of the town and a fori 
or caftle, about a mite lo the northward of it. 
In alt that fpace, fliips anchor from a cabte*! 
Tength diftance from the fhore, in fix, feveti, 
and eight fathoms water, to half a mil^ in 
fwenty.five or thirty fathoms. When a (hip 
n«s any time in the road, it is neceSary to 
buoy ttet cables, as (he ground is in feme 
placei foulf and confequentry they will be apt 
to rub and fpoil. Here Ihips, if mOored with 
good cables aid anchors, may lie fecure in all 
winds, although the bay is expoTed and open 
to thofe which blow from the north-eaft, eaft, 
and fouth-eafl : however, it is not above once 
in the fpace of four or five years that they 
blow To hard as to caufe any confiderable dam- 
age. 

SoUE years ago, almoll alt the (hipping in' 
the road were driven on fhore by one of thefe 
gates : fome Englifh (hips were at that time in 
the bay, the crew* of which prudently cut 
away their mafis, and fo rode out theftorm 
&rely. Oil that occaiioD fome Spantdi fea- 
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men there, pablkly dttHiitd ihey tkvr the 
devil in tht height oF the llorm very bvfj iu 
•flilling the heretics. 

In the middle of the town is » mote, built 
tt ft vafl eipence, for ih« cdnvti^nce of Und* 
ing. It runs to the northward, Bnd the outer- 
moll part 6f it turns towsrd ihe Ihorc la 
mitd wcaiher goods are landed at a creek a- 
tttong (he rocks, near the cuflom-hourc, M the 
diAance of a flone't cafi to the foathward o( 
the mole. 

In going from the mote into the fo»»n, thert 
if a fquare fort on ihe left hand, named St. 
Philip's, which is the principal one in the bayi 
to the northward of it along Ihore, arefome 
forts or batteries, mounted with guns; the 
tfwft confiderable of which ifl called Paffo Al- 
to. Near it ts a Heep rocky dm, or valley, 
begiiAiing at the fea-fbore, ard running a long 
^^ly inland, which woold render any attack 
of an enemy on that quarter extremely diffi- 
cult. There is another fpft along Ihora, to 
the northward of this. 

At ihe foutfr end of the town are fome 
batteries ; and beyond them, clofe to thefliore 
there is a fortr called St. Joan. AH thefea- 
ihore, from thence to the fouthward,' is ges> 
nerally fnacceflible, being naturally fenced 
with rocks, on which the furf breaks almort 
continuafly. All thefe forts are mAuntecf with 
cannon, and joined to each other by a thick 
flene wall, which begins near rhe rocky deif, 
and continues, with Kttte interruption, to fort 
St. Juan. This wall is oHy brtafl-high' with- , 
in, but higher without, facing the fea. The 
entry to the town from the fea is at the mole» 
wher«: 
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where there is sin open paRage between the 
wall and St. Philip'* caftle, which comnuncU 
and guards (his entry. 

Santa Cruz is a large town, coniaintng 
feveral churches, three convents of Friars, as 
bofpiial, and the beft conflriidcd private buildi- 
ings of any of the Canary Ulands : it is in faSt 
the capital of them all, though the epifcopal 
fee and courts of judicnture are in Ibe city of 
Palmai in the ifiand of Canaria ; but the Go- 
vernor-general of ihe illands rciides always is 
Santa Cruz, where there is continually a great 
concourfe of foreigners, as being ihe centre 
of the Canary trade with Europe and Ameri- 
ca. 

The number of inhabitants I imagine to 
be about Hx of feven thouland. The water 
they drink is conveyed in open wooden troughs^ 
or fpouis, into the town, from a fpring fitual- 
cd beyond the above- men lioned den orvaUey. 
Beftdes thefc there are, in nuny houfcs of the 
tQwn^ fits of water, which ferve very well 
for the purpol^s of cookery, &c. The town 
is not fortified on the land lide, as no danger 
is apprehended from that quarter. All the 
country near Sanu Cruz is dry, flony, and 
barren. 

About four leagues lo the fouthtvard ef 
Santa Cruz, clore to the Tea, is a cave, with 
a church or chapel, called CKir Lady of Can- 
delaria, in which is an image of the Virgin 
Mary, held in as much reverence here, as the 
image of the great goddefs Diana was at E- 
phefus; and this chapel is endowed with fo 
many ornaments, that it is the ncbefl place in 
all the feveri ilbindi. 

At 
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At a cerlain feafon of the year, slmofl all 
the iahabitants of the iflaad go thither io pil- 
grimage. I have met troopa of young girls 
on their way, finging as they went, in a wry 
agreeable manner, the praifes of the Virgin^ 
aod the miraculoui deeds of fhc image. II 
would be in vain to endeavour 10 undeceive 
the natives here, with refpcd lo ihc many in- 
credible florict related concerning this image; 
for, from ihe pricft to the mcaneA pearant, 
every one appears to be convinced of its effi- 
cacious mediation and in tcrcef^on with heaven^ 
I have heard fome Canary fcamen declare, 
that when they were returning from the Spa- 
nifh Weft Indies, and in imminent danger ot 
pcrifhing in a hard gale of wind, they faw 
Our Lady of Candelaria, in the night-time, 
in the height of the ftorm, allilling them to 
reef and furl the fails, &c. And moreover 
they aflTiired me, that when ihey came home 
to Tenerife, they were told that in the morn- 
ing afrer the very nighi In which they were 
fo miraculoufly aflifled by the Virgin, flic was 
feet! in ihe church of Candelaria with her 
cloaihs and hair wet with the fpray of the fea 
that came Upon her while employed in (hat 
friendly office. 

The account given of the fitft appearance 
of this image in the ifland, as related by the 
author of the Difcovery and Conqueft, and 
which perfeSiy agrees with what we arc now 
■old by ihe mofl intelligent of the natives, is 
as follows: " The exaQ lime-when this 
" image firllcame to the ifland is not known ; 
" however, there is a confuted rumour that it 
" was near an hundred years before the con- 
•' qucfl: 
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** queA: acauiliDgtoiheaccauRUof theoUeft 
*' intubiuntt, it was about the year 1390. 
** Clofe to t^e Cea-iboTc, ne«r the mouth of 
'* a b«rranco or 4fB, in a dcfcrt part of the 
** iflaadf feat Icfgues diftant from the city of 
** St. Chqllobal de la Laguna, two Ih^herds 
** driving their flocjts towards a cave on Ibe 
'* other Cde of the den, in order to milk 
*' them as ulijal, they obfcrved the gmts to 
" flop aod turn back affrighted. The (hep* 
** heids uiuBcdiately hollowed and wbtdled* 
*' in order to make them go forwvdi hut in 
« «ajn, for the goats turiied out of the way 
** and ran back ; whereupon one of the lhep> 
** herds, CuXpe^ng that Tome one was lying 
** in wait, in order to ileal lome of the Sock, 
" flepped forwAid to fee what was the matter, 
f where he was (urprifed to behold the holy 
" ijnage {landing upon a greai (tone at the 
" mouth of the den. Diawiog nearer, he 
** viewed it with fear and admiration, not be- 
•' iog accufionud to fee any one in fuch a 
" ilrange and unconutuin drels. Howevefi 
*■ at lafl he difmilTed hii fears, and conclud- 
*' ing it was a woman, he made figns to her 
" to get out of the way, that the flocks might 
'* pafs : and this he did becaufe it was not 
" cufiomaty in Tcnerife for a man when he 
** met a woman alone on the road, or in a 
** fotitary place, to fpeak to her, but on the 
" contrary to turn afide. As ihc flocks could 
" not go to the cave without BrSi palling th« ' 
" mouth of the den, therefore he made Cgns 
" to her; but finding fhe never moved, 
" though he waited Tome lime, he was pro- 
" Toked at her indecent and obdinate behivi- 
" our. 
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" ovr, aott took Ujp • &tu» to tfarov at hec, 
" but could not cm it lOiit of hi$ ^od, -and 
" liis arm, which ly^ lifted up to tkrow.the 
" flooe, conunqefl immovciblf in that pa£- 
*' UrCi ud wmi great pain lo him. 

" The other ftepherd, feeing wJut ptBtd, 
" weot boldly up to the iouige, examined it, 
" and with a tavom, or Ibarp flint, endea- 
" voured to cut off its hand : but ioJTcad of 
"i eSeOmgthis, in the attempt he cut his owa 
" hand in Aich a manner, . tb^ a Aream of 
" blood gulhed out- Blinded with wrath a-- 
f gaioft the image for. what had befallen hinj, 
" be made another atiei^pt to cut off tu 
*' hand, tuitio fwh forioileadof executing 
'■ his p^rpoTe, be cut bii own hand a fecond 
" time ; fo that the Qiepherdi remaioedi the 
" one with his arm flretcbed out, and the a<- 
" ther forely wounded. Tbcy concluded at 
" lad, that the image came from Heamn; 
" and going to the King of Guimar, iaibrm- 
" ed him of wiiat'had happened : who, when 
" he faw theip (landing bctbte him in that 
" condition, believed what they had related^ 
" and ordered tbe council to alTcmble at the 
" Tagoror, or Place of Judgment. The re» 
" fuit of that council was, that tbe King and 
" all the members went, with the whole peo< 
" pie of thediClridof Guimar, to the place 
" where the flicpherds faw the image. There 
" they found it flill lemaining in the fame 
" pofture: the Guanchcs were greatly Aruck 
" with admiration and reverence, when they 
*' beheld the gravity and majefiy of its ap> 
" pearance ; but no one dared to touch it, for 
•* fear 
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** fcar of being punifhed aficr the fame man- 

" ner as (lie rwo fliephcrds were. 

" The King at laft ordered ihefe [women 
*' to approach the image wiih reverence, and 
*' carry it to his houfe. They took hold of 
" it accordingly, and immediately epon touch- 
" ing it, were intirely healed, to the no fnull 
** aftonilhment of thiie fpcdators. 

" The King being now convinced that the 
" image was Tent from Heaven, declared it 
" was too facred to be carried by peafanis, and 
'■< therefore went himfelf, with Tome of his 
** nobles, and taking it up with fear and re- 
" vereoce, they carried it in this manner a- 
** bout the diflance of a mufquet Oiot, when . 
*' it became fo exceeding heavy, that they 
« could proceed with it no further. When 
" the King and his attendants perceived this, 
" they felt on their knees before the image, 
" humbly bcfeeching it to let them place it 
" where they intended; upon which it made 
*' a lign, and they lifted it up again, Ending 
" it quite light, and proceeded to a cave, which 
" was the King's llore-room or pantry, and 
** is about half a league diflant from the bar- 
" ranco where the image (irft appeared, Hav- 
'* ing brought it thither, they placed it on 
" fome goats fkins, where it remained, -n^ 
" performed many wonderful miracles, as i' 
*' flill continues to do. On the fpot where 
" the image made a (ign for the natives to go 
" on, the ChriAians have built an hermitage, 
" called NueAra Senora del Soccoro, i, e. Our 
** Lady of Succour. 1 

" The 
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" The Guanches * relate, ihat by mesni 
" of this holy image, many miracles were 
" wrought in the time of paganifm, before 
" theconquell: and ihe Kings of rhe ifland 
" fet apart a man and a woman to look after 
" the image, and keep it clean. The natives 
** never approached it without a prcfent of 
" forae ilieep, ihe number of which increaf- 
" ed prodigibufly : they were called thefacred 
" fheep ; and no one was allowed to approach 
" tbem, but tlie above-mentioned man and 
" woman. 

" Every year, on the Eve of the Purifi- 
" cation of Our Lady, a great number of 
" lights are feen going in procellion round 
" the cave where this image is; and in the 
" morning, drops of wax are found fcattered 
" abotit on the fea-lhore. 

" The Chriftians, from this miraculous 
" appearance, intiiled the image Our Lady 
" of Candelaria ; and alfo becaufe (he holds a 
" green candle in one hand ; in the other Ihe 
" has an infant Jefus, holding a gilded bird in 
" each hand, which can be no other than the 
" doves of the purificaiion of our bIcOedLady 
" the Virgin. 

'* This image of the Virgin Mary in Can- 
Msdelaria is but fmall, being about two cubits, 
i" or three feet in height j the colour of the 

* Id my author's line, many of the Guanches 
were known in diftinflion from the Spaniaids; but 
they are now contounded togeiher, eiccpiing a few 
families about Cindebria, Guitnar, and cfhizoa. 
On great feftivili. Tome of thofe families claim the 
fole piivilege of dreJTia^ and sdouiag the image of 
the Virgin of Candeluia. 

Vol. IL D " Ci(x 
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** face is fwarthy, the garments blue and 
" gold •■ On them tre certain Roman cha- 
'* ndten, which no one.couM expUin, uDt3 
" Gonsalo Argole de Molina, Proyinctal oT 
** theHoly Brothertiood of ArK]khilia,gftTe us 
" the following tnterpretalioil: 

** Ok the Teftment -near the neck, an the 
" following twelve Jciters j T, I, E, P, F, 
** S. £, P, M, £, R. I, with « rofe of four 
**' leaves betwikt each. He makes them to he 
*■ initials of tfte foHowhlg words, Tullliiflra 
" Es Patri Filjo Splritui fanSo Et Fia Mater 
-« Ejus Redemptoris Jefu +. 

" Oh (he ginfle; N, A, R, M, P, R, L, 
" M, O, T, A, R, E. Which feem to be 
*' initials of Noftrum Ahiflimum Regcm Ma- 
'' ria Peperit Redtdit Libertatem Maria Om- 
" nibusTeflis ARegi ErcbiJ, 

** And on the border of the fleeve, near 
** the green candle, are thefe four letters, 
*• L, P, V, R; which he interprets after 
»• the manner, Lucem Pcrpctuam, Vnbis 
•* Reddidi ||. 

•• On Ate tail of the gartncntare thefe foor- 
« teen letters, I, N, N, I, P, E, P, N, E, I, 
<* F, A, N, T ; which, according to bb ex- 

* I fuppoTe ^e gantnent ia of tlie fatne fubflaflce 
witii the iaaage^ bat is]' author is Itleat ia this mil* 
ter, 

f Then an iHiiflriotu [or ^orioa^ m the ff 
Oiet, Son, and Hoi; Gholt, and Mbther of th: 
Reamer, Jefws. 

t Maty brought forth our moft high Kin|, &■ 
nve Kbertf to alJ ttiofe imprifoned by the fcingo 

I I have girco Co 70a the eternal Hfe. 

*' pUnatiW. 
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" phnation, are initials of tltcfe urord!, Ida 
" l^cqiiaqilMn Nivatia! ht Ptrpehms Effugiet 
•* Ho Nomine ETocato I(iliil« Fonumts Ai- 
" verfarius NuHurti •." 

Thk rulbn of my being 4b p«ruc4ilir m 
AektWntig (his image, is (dfTordJiglittofbfiK 
enrtous an^ tcatrxd perftnf, by «rfiMt he majr 
form Ibme judgmerM of fit atttkiAity, 

SournwAlu) from Cmdelari* is Point 
Prieta, the fomh-w^fl p6VM ftf th« iilandt 
From thence the -cosA tends weftward to la 
Montana Ron (i. e. the Red Moontain) ; and 
from thence north-north- weft ta P«nt Tcbo, 
ihe north-weft point of the itland. AN this 
coaft fs baiTen, and almoft uninbabiled, ex~ 
ctpt abMit baW -way between Montana Roio 
and Point Teno, or rather Dearer to Teno, ii 
the bay of Adeze, Or, as it is pronounced, 
Adebc ; where large ftiipft may anchor, t 
never w« in it, but am informed that it ii 
open to the routh-weft,and but lifile frequent-. 
ed, except by boats from the ifland of OtHne- 
n, which Ires over-again(t it. Near Adehe 
the Count of Gomera has a faoufe and fonw 
lands, on which he Iceeps a thoitfaod negro 
Daves, for planting of fugar-canes and pre- 
paring fugar. It is hard to know his motive 
for maintaiRing thefe negroes in a coumrythat 
bounds with ()oor labmiring white people^ 
who, with all their itiduftry, can hardly earn 
enough Id buy food fufBcient to keep Ibul and 
body together. Was he to fell all thofeflaves 

* This win never lean Niviria : its pioininiine' 
inroked, the Fortunate Iflaods ball feat no tdwr- 

ft,,. 

O 2 in 
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in the SfUDifli Well Indies, I am certain iIk 
annual intereil of (he ncU produce of ihe file 
would bring him in more than the prefent 
clear income of all his fugaf-works and eftates 
in Tencrifc, Gomera, and Hierro; for, as I 
«m credibly informed, it amounts to no more 
than fifteen hundred pounds per annum. The 
only reafon I can alGgn for Aich ftrange roif- 
management, is a certain low pride he has in 
being lord of a thoufand Haves. 

In the neighbourhood of this port there are 
feme mountains ihat arc covered with {lately 
pines, and are very eafy of accefsi for this 
reafon the inhabitants of Gomera generally 
come hither for the wood which they ufe in 
building, the woods of their own iOand being 
more difficult of accefs. 

Between Adehc and Point Tcno Ihe {hore 
it about half a mile in height, and perpendi- 
cular as a wall. Several Itreams fall down 
from ihe ftimmit into the fea. 

Point Teno runs a confiderable way into 
the fe8,'in the form of a crefcent: behind itt 
lo the fouihward, the fca is very fmooth, when 
the trade-wind prevails, which, in blowing 
weather, m^sagreat Tea to the northward 
of the point. I never was at an anchor there, 
but have palTcd near it feveral limes, and by 
what then I had an opportunity to obferve, I 
judge it to be a convenient port. 

From Teno the Und Wretches away eaft- 
north-caft and north-eaft-by-eaft, to Point 
Nago, Ihe north-ead end of the iiland, from 
whence he fet out. This fide of Tenerife has 
quite a different afped from the other two al- 
ready defcribcd ; for in viewing it from the 
fea. 
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fea, we perceive a number of villages, woodr. 
Vineyards, and corn-fields, that make a nioli 
agreeable appearance. 

Along (hore, to ihe north-eaft of Teno-, 
is the village of St. lago; and three leagues-, 
in the fame diredion, from that point, is the 
village of Bucnavifia, fttuated among the vine- 
yards, near the fea; but we meet with n* 
port until we advance above two leagues fuft- 
(her, where there is a haven called Garrachi>' 
ca, formeriy the bed port in the illand, .being 
\\ien a bay in the form of ahorfe-^ihoe, but 
was deflroyed in the year of the earthquaki^s 
(for fo th< natives termed the year 1704), and 
filled irp by the rivers of burning lava thnt 
flowed into it from a volcano ; inronitich that 
houfes are now buitt wbwc fliips formerly lay 
at anchor; yetvcnek cotiie 10 Gurrachica in 
the fummerf and lie fccure with the trade- 
wind, which at that fcafon eommonly blows 
there at cifl-irorlh-eaft. Some time after the 
year of earthquakes the following account of 
Ihem WIS written, and which is recffrded in 
Ceveral defcriptions of the Canary [flands. . 

" In the year 1704, there happened the 
•' moft alarming inftafice of this kind that had 
'* ever been known. The earthquake began 
** the 24lh of December, and, in ihe fpace of 
*♦ three hours, twenty-nine (hocks were felK 
** After this they became fo violent as to rock 
** all the houles on their foundations, and o- 
" blige the inhabitants to abandon ihern. The 
** conAernation became uni^verfa), and the 
** people, headed by the Btffaop, made pro- 
** ceffioni and public prayers in the open fields, 
" On the ^ifl, a great light was obferved on 
D 3 Manja, 
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*' Manja, lowartb the Wbi(e Mtmitlaiiw. 
*' Here the earth opened, and two Tokanoi 
" were formed, which ihtew up fucH heaps 
** of ftoiies, as to r»ife tu'o coiifiderablemoun- 
*< tuint; and ihc combulliltle irufter which 
" Hill continued to be ihrown up, kindled a- 
" bove fifty fires in the neighbourhood. In 
** ihia (iiuation things remained till the 5ih oi 
" January, when the fun wag totally obicwed 
" by the clouds of fmoke and flame, which 
V continually tncreafed, and augmented the 
*' confternatian and tenor of the inhabitants. 
" Before night, the whole country, for three 
" leagues round, was laid inflames by the 
" flowing of liquid fire, with the rapidity of 
** a torrent, into all (]uarier>, and caufed by 
" another volcano, which had opened by at 
" ieaft thirty different vents within thccircum- 
** ference of half a mile, towaids Oratava. 
" What greafly increaftd the hoeror of the 
" fcene, was the violence of the fiux^s,wluch 
" never once remitted, but by iheir force to- 
'*' tally overthrew feveral heniin, and fliook 
" oihers to their very fottndaiions, while ibe 
" miferable inhabitants were driven defmcc- 
*' Icfs and difmayed into the open fields, where 
•• theyexpcSedcverymnmert to.be fwalloW' 
•• cd up by fome new giilph. The noife of 
" the volcano was heard twenty leagues off 
*' at fea; and it is credibly stlefted that the 
^ fea fhookal ihaldiSance w>th fnch violeitce 
** as alarmed iha mariRtrs, who imagined the 
" fhip had flruck upon a fo(k, till thecon- 
** tinuance of the' motion gai-e ihera the firit 
" intimation of the real caule. A torrent of 
** fHlphur> and melted ores ot different kjnds^, 
" rulhed 
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** rulhed forth from this h^ volcano, towK^ 
** Guimar; the houfes wid public building 
" of which place were thrown down by the 
** violence ef ihc accompanying eanhquakC' 
** On the 2d of February anoiher volcano 
" broke out in the town of Guimar, which 
** fwallowed up and tntiKJy ,aenihilate4 n 
" large chutch. fhuK, tf«wo the 34th of 
" December to the 2jd«F Februafy, the in- 
** habitania wfre kept in coaAanc alarms b]r 
,'* cnntinned' ANicks"of ^tf^J^u«|k«s, and by 
** tcf nible voktUHts brasking om in difi't;rcm 
" <fiiftnaris of tWeifland," - , , 

GARtlA«Hi«A if lltU a. lD<wn «f note, and 
pretty Urgt, eontainini feversi churches and 
oQnvents of both feiies. 1( li» a fmaii trade 
far vrinea isd brandy^ which are generally 
(cDi &«fn heitc« in barksv or large open boats^ 
to Santa Cftix w Port Oromva. Several vtt- 
.fth'trc hufll here, fooie of three hundred tons 
btfnhea and ufmqirdj^ which arc Itrong^ and 
dtnttble. . 

Two leagues to the eaihvafd of Garrachit- 
ca Hands a town called the Port of Orotava, 
tiie fituation of which is arrDneovfly U>d dowir 
iinall our fet-charis, which place it thiacor 
:fbur leagwa neuer to Point Na^ than it real> 
ly«. 

' Thk imrk* by which a ilrangcr msy ftod^ 
Port OrotaYsare thcfe: it lies about halfw^ 
between Teno and Point Nago, but rather 
nearer to the latter, and clofs in to the fea 
fhore. Above it, about a league inland, '» 
another town, fomewhat larger^ called ViU» 
At OrotavK ; between thefe arc two fmalj hilb, 
fta^ed like rugai^leavea..iNo beat wiU go 
D ^ from. 
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from hence to a jbip in the o0ing until {he 
■approaches within a mile oF the (hore, uhen 
the praiiqiie-boat puts a ptint on board, who 
■brings her into the road, whkh is about a mile 
to ibe weftii art) of the town, where fliipping 
lie mooted in forty or filiy Fathom water. 
This is a good port in the fummeF-feafor, or 
from the beginning of May to the end of Oc- 
tober ; but in the winter, ftiips aie often o- 
bliged to flip their cables atid put to fea, for 
fear of being furprifed by a nonh-wefl wind, 
which throws in a heavy Jea upon thi& coaft. 
But theCe winds rarely happen, and commonly 
give warning before-hand, fo that &ips have 
lime to get away. The pilot that boards a 
fhip on her arrival, rtmaiiK there until fhe 
departs. Thefe pilots are very careful to flip 
■nd put to fea, when they apf^ehend any dan- 
ger. It is commonly calm in tbie road ; but 
there is almofl always a long noTthertyfwclt, 
that caufes (hips to roll vety much, fo that one 
would be apt to imagine it almoll impoflibte to 
load a cargo there. 

The landing-place i« near to the middle of 
the town, where is a fmall creek or haven «- 
mong the rocks. There targe boats load 
wines, &c. and carry them off to the fliips in 
the road. Each of thefe boats generally car- 
ries fifteen or twenty hands, which hoifl the 
wines aboard, and flow tkeu away with »■ 
mazing quicknefs and dexterity, even when a 
Ihip rolls from gunwale to gunMale, which i( 
often the cafe in this road. 

Port Orotava is a place of confldcrable 

jrade, and has flourifhed' grvatly fince the'de- 

Arudion of the harbour of Garrachica : it 

colt- 

i,,oo<;lc 
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contains fome good private buildings, two 
churches^ two convents of Friars, and two of 
Kuns, At each end of the town is a black 
fandy bay; along the nonhermoA is a low 
ftone wall, buili to prevent an enemy from 
landing : at the other bay is a fmall fort or 
callle, for ihe fame purpofe; and between 
ihem, at the land ing-f lace, a battery of a few 
cannon. But the Turf that continually breaks 
upon the fhore, is » better derence than if it 
were garrifoned by ten ifaoufand of the bed 
troops. 

■- Port Orotara is plentifully fupplied with 
good water, which is conveyed lo it, from a 
rivulet at a great diflance, in open wooden 
fpouis or troujfhs. About half way from Port 
Orotava to Point Nago, is a point of land, 
and behind, or lo leeward of it, a fmall bay 
or anchoring- place, called Puerto ite Madera. 
Between wftkh and Orotava are fonr^e landing'- 
■ places of lefs note, lying behind points, where 
boatsload wine for Port Orotava or Santa Cruz: 
-but from Puerta de Madera to Point Nago the 
lhor« is high, rocky, and deep, confequently 
inacccfltble. Having now detcribed the Tea- 
coad of the ifland, I fhall proceed to give an 
account of the inland parts. 

About four miles inland from Santa Cruz, 
flands the city of St. Chriftobal de la Laguna, 
i. e. St. Chriftopher of the Lake. The road 
to it From Santa Crt]2 is a pretty deep afcerlt, 
till you come within a fmall didance of tlie 
town, which is (ituated iii the corner of a 
large plain, about four miles in lengih, and 
about a mile in breadth. This city is the ca- 
pital of the ifland, and coniains two psrilh 
D 5 churches. 
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cburchu, three convcnis of FFiars, two of 
Nuns, an^ tbrc« hofpiuU, two «6 which »« 
tat ihe veneieal dirtafe, and the- other for 
lojundliiigs ; with many h«B<i£6BM pii«at« 
buildings: the csnwBtt of Frwrs are of three 
4ifiercnt orders, viz. the Augufiine, the Do* 
minican> and the Francifcan ; andlhofeof ih« 
Nuns, Dominicans ef St. Catherine and Fran- 
circaw of St. Clara. The Jefuitt have » houf* 
here, where only two of that order tcfid<^ 
hiTing found little or no encoun^emeiu for 
more in the place. The water which the m- 
' habitants drink, is conveyed in troughs or 
fpomt to the town, from the movntaios iiioat- 
ed to the fouthward of tbe plaint 

In. this city there U no iradei nor an; flm*' 
•f bulincfti it being chiefly inhabited by the 
gentry of the ifland, pariicKlariy the officers 
of jufiice, fuch as the Corregidor and bia Ti- 
inente or Lieutenant ; the R^idores or C»- 
vildo{ with the Judge of the ladicsy wbe 
prefidcsin the Indio-houfe, wbweaH matlcrt 
reUtiog to the Wefl India tfomnMrcc are ma- 
naged : here is alfb an Office of In^uiftOon* 
with its proper officers, fub)e& to iti« Trihn- 
nal of the Holy Office at Gran Cantfia, Not- 
wiihdanding ail thofe people refide facre^ the 
city appean toaSranger pafling through it, 
as defolateaad almoft uainhabiied; for he ca» 
hardly fee any body in the Qxeei£, in the moft 
frequented of which be may obferve grafs 
growing. A perfbn who has been is Holland 
and compares St. Chriftobat da laLagunawitb 
Santa Cruz, will naturaUy think of the <tiffer- 
ence between the af^Kuance of 0elft aii^ 
Amfterdam. 

At 



rfffi C A WrfRf ISLANDS. Sj 
At the foutti fide of the dty, or rMtier be- 
j^nd it, is a Uguna [i. e. « Uke] about balf a 
mile in circumfcreiice, fn>ni which the cUf 
tflkca its name, which' is tiiy in (he ranWteN 
Atafon, but in the wititcr Ttill of (tagmntwaf- 
tar. This city, fitiiated on a {^atn, and ete- 
VBied A- greaf height above (he fea, is extf erne- 
ly coJd in wrinter, and ezfiolcd to the wind in 
atl feafons. When the trade-^ind btaw^rrefh 
It BorTh'fiorih-eift and north-aaA in the bay 
of Santa Cruz, the ftofth-weft wind prevail* 
here, a>nd blows generally with great vehe-" 
mence^ The itthabitants of Lagtina havfc 
planted an avenue of trees on the hrour of the 
hill, or extfctrnty of the f lain, juft where the 
rMddefcctids to Santa Cnra; but, by the vio- 
lence of the wind; they are ail bent to the 
fouth-eaft, and firipped of thetr leaves : they 
■were obtiged t« httiM arciaiat wdlls arbond' 
each of them when-they -wefc planted, to fi*- 
OUTe them from the wind, Hntil ihey were 
flrong enough to refill its force; 

From thewedern extremity of the plmn of 
Eiaguna the road defcends to la Mantania de 
Centejo, a- large village, chiefly inhabited by 
peafants 1 tt is ki' the midway between Santas 
Cruz and Port Orotava.. From theiiceto h- 
Villa ds OroCavB, the country abounds witlt 
}lU[bit3tiofls; for on the right hand are the large 
villages or rather towns of Taeofome, Sinfa), 
and la Rdmbia, befidea many fmat! villageis 
and detached houTes. La Villa de Orotavd,' 
«bout three leagues inland from Port Orotava, 
is a large place, and contains feveral churches,- 
eonvenls of Friari and Nuns, with a nnmbef 
of ftately private buildingi of Hone. A rivulet 
runs* 
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runs through the mklft of ihe town, whicb 
fupplys the inhabitants with water, and re- 
freOies their gardens sad orchards. This 
place appeared to nu te be about as Urge a- 
gain as Port Oroiava. Continui^g. the lame 
route to the weAward; ilie next town is Keale- 
jo ; being a targe place, lltuated about a league 
or four miles bc^nd la Villa de Ocotava, and 
furroundcd with vineyards. Alt' ihefe places 
are populous, and Htuai^d a little way from 
the fea, from whence bioH of them' may ba 
.feep; and indeed no hahltationa here^re at a 
scMter difiance from it th^n. three leagues. 
The wh«le tfiand continues rifing on all fides 
from the fea, till it terminates in the Pike,, 
which is the centie. The BOf'th fide is the 
tnofl fertile*, and afcends more gradually than 
the others, particularly a (pace along the fhor^ 
about three leagues in breadih, boundeti og 
the fides by high mountains, or rather cliffs [ . 
but inland, or upwards from ih'e lea, it rifes 
like a hanging garden all the way, without any 
confidcrable interruption of hitb or valleys, 
till you come wiihip a leaguK of the cloudv 
In the weliern border of this ipE^ce isTituated 
Realejoj.andon iheeaflern,. La Rambla. Be- . 
tween them are the towns of Oroiava and Port 
Orotava, with a number of dftached habita- 
tions fcaiieted about from the fea-fhore up^ 
wards to the clouds, in or beyond which are 
no houfes or habitations; yet the clouds ate 
not higher th«i the middle diftance between 
the fea and the fumniit of the Pike. All ih* 
fertile ground, within a league of the few, it 
covered with vines; ihai of the next league 
produces corn; and the third, fome com, 
woods 
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woods of chefnut- trees, and many other dif- 
ferent Tons, p»rticuUriy brefos, which are 
ufcd by the .natives for fuel. Above thefe 
woods are the clouds, which, in fine weather,, 
toward the evening generally defcend gradu- 
ally and refl upon thofe woods until the morii^ 
ing, when they rcafcend about a ie3gue> and' 
there remain until the fucceeding evening 
In that height of the ifland where they red in 
_ihe day-lime, there was formerly a great 
quantity of Irately pine-irees ; but being eafy 
to come atj they were almoft all cut down by 
the inhabitants of the adjacent villages, fo- 
that few now remain in this pan which I am 
defcribiDg ; hut in other places of the ifland in. 
the fame altitade, and which arc diflant from 
mny habitations, there ate great numhers of 
them. From Orotava, afcending to tbe fuiiir 
.mil of the ifland,. leaving the Pike* on the 
Tight hand,, and then defcending to the fouthr 
weft, we come to the town'of Chazna, called 
by Tome Villa Flor, where there is a convent 
of Friars ; near it is a well of an acid waler^ 
-which has a medicinal qualiiy, and is reckop7 
td an efficacious remedy for, many diforders, 
but pernicious and fatal^ to ihofe who drink it 
when tiou&Ied with the venereal difeaJe. Oa 
the foulh-eaftof the ifland, inland from Canr 
delaria. ie the town o£ Guimar, .a confider- 
able place, but, like Chazna, remote from 
other habitations: both thefe towns have fomc 
families living in them, who know ihemfelves 
to be the genuine oflspring of the Guanches. 

* I do not confider the Pike as the top of tb^ 
iSaiu], but laiber as a hill sr mgaaMia upon it. 

I have 
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I'have fecn and converfcd with Aime'of theft 
people, but they could not gratify my curto- 
fity in any thing concerning the manners and 
cimoms of their ancefhirs, whofe language 
they have entirely loft. Tlley appeared to- 
me to he of a fah-er comptexion than ihe 
^nniards of the province of Anckliriia. Above 
or inland from Garrachica, is Ico, a large and 
populous town,abounditlg with wealthy people :- 
here are (bmc manufa^ures of Clk, particu- 
larly ftocfcings, which are ezponed to the' 
Spanifli Weft Indies. Bcfides thoft place* al- 
ready dercribed, are manyrmall viDiiges, par-- 
ticularly weftward from Realejo, towards Ico 
and BuenaviAa ; alfo in the mountains, be- 
tveen^ihe city of Laguna and Point Nago, are 
many pl'eafant romantic Httle' valleys and hol-- 
Itiws, well watered, and abouncfii^g withihad^ 
KToves: tliefe are the mofl agreeable plaCei in- 
thp ifland ; but the gentry ofTenerifb have no' 
taftc forcountry-houfes or folitary retirements,, 
chuling rather to live in towns. The inhabi- 
tants of thofc mountains are fairer than the 
other inhabitants of the iflaad ; probably they 
line the ofFsprlrig of thofe fair people who liv- 
'cdoa the nonh fide of the ifiand, df whom 
mention is made in the Hiftorjr of the Drfcovcry- 
gnd Conqueft. 

CoKSipEKiNG the number of lai^ and- 
populoui towns iituated in Tenerife, with the 
villages, and detached habitations, it will be 
no furprizc to underfland chat this iflamf, when 
The taft accoiint was taken, contained no )e^ 
than ninety-fix thoufand perfons. Indeed it is' 
computed to cont^ as many inhabitants ai 
all the reft of the feven iflands togedier. £ 
never 
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never heard the number of any of them caU 
cuUted, but Tenerife, Palma, and Hierro: 
the Iccond of tbcfe is faid to have thirty thou- 
fand .inhabitants, and the laft one thoufand ; 
tbefe added, fall fliort of the number in Te- 
nerife by Cxly-five thoufand, which, accord- 
ing to the above-mentioned computation, re- 
msias to be divided among tbe iftands Lance- 
lota, Fuerlaventura, Gran Canaria, and Go- 
tnera, I ftippofe then, by what t have had 
opportunity of observing, that Fueriaventun 
may c»main ten tbovrand peHbns ; Lance- 
rota, eight thonbad; Gomera, feven thou- 
land; and Canaria, forty thoufimd. 

Bjgrots I leave the defcription of Tenerife^ 
11 will not be improper to give feme account 
of the Pike, fo much taken notice of by all whO' 
have had oecalioa to pats near il and obferM 
its prodi^ous hei^t^ 
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0/tbe Fde,fretttrife. 

IN the be^nning of .(he month of Septem- 
ber, lyfitt shout four o'clock in the after- 
Boon, I fet 01U on horfeback, in company 
with a Mafter of % fliip, from Port OFotava> 
to vi(it the Pike. We had wiih us a fervani, 
a muleteer, and a guide : after afcending about 
fix milet, we arrived, towards fun-fet, at the 
moA dlflant habitation from the fea this way, 
which was in a hollow. Here we found att 
aquedu£l of open troughs or fpouis, that con. 
veys water down from the head of the hollow. 
Here our fervants watered the cattle, and fill- 
ed fome fmall barrels with water, to fervc us 
on our expedition. While they were thus 
employed, we alighted and walked into the 
hollow, which we found to be very pleafant,. 
■bounding with many trees that fent forth an 
odoriferous fmell. Near the houfes are fome 
fields of maize or Indian corn : in feveral pjace» 
on this fide of the ifland, the natives have two 
crops of this grain. Mounting again, we 
travelled for fome time on a ftcep road, anrf 
got into the woods and ihe clouds jull as it 
grew dark ; we cculd not well mtfs our way, 
the read being bounded on both fides with trees 
or bufhes, which were chiefly laurel, favine, 
and brefbs or brulhwood : having travelled a- 
bout 
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bout a mile, we arm to the upper cdgcpf 
ihe wood above ihp e|oods, wliere we alight- 
ed, made a tire, and fuppH ; fome time after 
we lay down to fleep mider the bunies.~^ A- 
bout half an hour Alter ten, the moon Ihining 
brighi, we moumeil again, and tra.velk-d (low- 
ly two hows, through an eaceflive bad road^ 
refembtiiig ruins of tlone baildings fcattered 
ever ihe fields. Afier we goi out of this 
road, we came upon foiaU light white pumice^ 
ftone like peas or (hingle. Here we road at a 
pretiy good pace for near an hour. The air 
now began to be very tharp, cold, and pierce- 
trtg, and the wind blew (Irong about fouth- 
wefl or weA-lbutb-u-eJ^. Our gitide advili^ 
Hs to alight here, as it was a convenient placc^ 
and refl till four or (ive in the morning. Wc 
followed his counfel, and entered into » cavp, 
tKe mouth of which was buHt up to about a 
man's height, tt> prevent the wind and cold 
from getting in. Near this place we were (o 
lucky as to find fome dry withered retamaa, 
which was the only ihrub or vegetable we 
faw hereabout ; with thefe we made a great 
fire to warm ourfelvcs, and then fell aQeep^ 
but were foon awaked by an itching of lh« 
fkin, which wc imagined proceeded from fleaa, 
but WEj owing 10 the cold thin air, want of 
rtA, and keeping in our cloaihs ; a thing I 
have known to happen to people on fucb CX- 
|;<diiion9. We pifled away the time here a» 
well as ue couU ; but whi^ we crept fo near 
the fire,, that one fide waa almoft feoiched, ths 
ether vfM benumbed wirhcqid. 

About five in the morning wc mourtfed 

again, and travelled llowly about a mile, for 

tbft 
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the road berc was rather too (I«cp for travelli- 
ng on horicback, ind our horfn Here now 
fatigued. Atkft we cune among fome great 
loofe rocks, where was ■ fort of eottagc built 
sF loofc QoDcs : the name af this place dur 
guide lold us was EClancia de loi InglefTes (i. e. 
the Btagiifh pitching place). To called, I ima-- 
giiw, from lome Englifh people reAing there 
«D their way to virit the Pike, for none g9 
that journey but foreigners, and fome poor 
people of the iHand, who earn their bread by 
nthering brimAonc; the Spanifli gentry hav- 
ing no curioliiy of this kind. Here we a- 
lighted again, Ihe remainder of our way be- 
ing too Aeep for riding, and left one of our 
fcrranti to look after the cattle, and then pror 
ceeded on o«r journey afoot. Wa walked' 
hard to get ourJeWes a hea.t, but wece foim' 
fatigued by the fieapcwrt of the nad, wluclt 
was atfo loofe and faody. When we got to 
the top at this rifu^oe hid, we came towvaft 
iHBKber of^ Unfa great ftonea, whofe (tirfkccs 
-were Sat : each of tbole ftones or rocks wuy 
en a fiiediuiD, aboiit len feu every v»y, Tbia 
road was not is. flaep a? itieotAicri but we wet* 
•bliged to tniTel:a eonfufarabie way over tbe- 
rocks, Iroping itam, one to another, for they 
were not all ^niie clofe to each other. A- 
mong ihefe is a cavern, where is a well, M 
natural rcfervoi^, into which we defecnded by 
« ladder, whtcb the poor people placed there 
fior that pOTpate. . This cavern is fpacious 
within, being ^umA ' ion yanls wi^c. wid 
twenty in height: all the bottom of it, ex- 
cept' juft at the feet of the ladder, is covered 
with water^ which is about two tathoms deep, 
anth 
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and wa> iben frozen towards tiic inner edges 
of the cave : we attempted to drink of this 
water, but could not, by reaTon of its exccf-r 
five coldnefs ; bawcv«r, our guide filled a 
botiW, whtck he had (uirpofely brought from 
the Ellancia. After travelling about a quarter 
or half a mile upon the great {tones or rocks^ 
we came to the bottom of the real Pike, or 
(ugar-loaf, which ii very flecp, and to add to 
the d^ificulty of afeending, the ground h toofe 
'and gives way under the feet, and confequent- 
ly extremely fstigu'mgi for although thf 
length of this cmineiice is not above half 4 
mile; yet we were oUiged to (lop and take 
breath I believe ihiny times i at Ult we gof 
to (he top, where we lay about a quarter <^ 
wi hour to rflft otufelves, being t^iie fpenc witV 
faiipie, Wheri wc Ictt the Eftancia in the 
moriungi the fun was juft eniergins from tbc 
clouds, wkicb were fprcad out uiroer us ai * 
graat diilaocc dowBward, •ppcaring like the o- 
eean. Above the cloudii at avail diflance to 
the, north > wc law Ajnxibim biacki which 
wc iBia^ed 10 b« the tioff of the iftaad of 
Madeira. Wo look the beacKigii of U by a 
fockat coai|>a£i* and found ii to be exa^ly ia 
the diredion of that ifland from Tenerifc: 
but hcfbre we got lo the tcp of the Pike it 
(tjfappcared. We fiw from hence the tops of 
t.he ifiaods Palma, Gomcra, Hicrro, and Graa 
Canaria^ they feemed to be quite oeari but 
we could neitlter perceive LaoceroU or Fuer- 
tawnlura, bccaufe they are not high enou^ 
.10 pierce the clouds. Unfortunately we dw 
not find the air quite clear and free (ran- 
tioadsy oiberwtk I know not but we nwght 
have- 
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have reen Madeira, Porto Santo, and even tite 
neareft part of Mount Atlas, which is about 
an hundred leagues dillant from hence i for 
although I faid before, that viewing the Pike 
from the ocean, it could not be diftinguifticd 
from the (ky fariher off than an hundred and 
fifty or an hundrtd and ftxty miles ; yet it 
mud be obfeived that the air above the clouds 
is hy far thinner, more pure, and freer fromi 
vapours than the air below; for before wc 
came to the Eftanciade los Ingleffes, we ol>- 
ferved the moon and ftars to fhine with un- 
common brightnefs; beftdes, the fpherical 
figure of the earth could not prevent our fee- 
ing Mount Atlas, becaufe its fummit and that 
of' Tenertfe, by reafon of their immenfe 
height (althoi^h fo far afunder) would yet be 
far exalted above the horizon. But n^fa ether 
or nol vifion extends fo far as what I am now 
hinting, I leave to others to determine. 

AyTER wc had refted fome time, we began 
-to took about and obferve the top of (he Pike. 
Its dimenfions feemcd to be esuQIy as defcrib- 
ed by one Mr. Eden, whefe- journey lo the 
Pike We find Tclated in fotne of our accounts 
of the CatMry lOands. He fays the length ii 
Jabout an hundred and forty ynrds, the breadik 
an hundred and ten. It is hollow, and ihaped 
within like a bell fubverted. From the edges 
or upper part of this bell, or cauldron, as the 
natives eatl it, to the bonom is about forty 
yards. In many parts of this hollow, we ol>- 
ferved knoke and fleams of fulphur iHuing 
fisrth in puffs. The heat of the ground in 
fbmc particular places was To great, as to pe- 
BCtnte through the (blet cf our flioes to our 
fcett 
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feet : feeing fome fpots of earth or foft clay, 
we tried the hc^t with our fingers, but could 
ROt thruft them in farther than half an inch* . 
for the deeper, we went, the iook intenfe v/c 
found the beat. We ^n look our guide's 
flaff, and thruft it to the^epih of three inches 
into a bole or porous place, where the foioke 
feemed to be thickeft, Mid held it there about 
a minute, and then drew it out, when we 
found it burned to charcoal. We gathered 
here many pieces of luoft curious and beauti- 
ful brimflone of all colours, particularly azure 
blue, green, violet, yellow, and fcarlet. But 
what chiefly cngfged tlie attention of my coxn- 
panlan, was the extraordinary and uncommon 
appearance of the clouds below us, at a great 
^lidance^ they Teemed like the ocean, only the 
furface ot them was not quite fo blue and 
fmooth, but had the appearance of very white 
wool ; and where this cloudy ocean, as I may 
call it, touched the ffaore, it feemed 10 foam. 
4ike billows breaking on the fliore. When 
we afcetided through the clouds, it was dark; 
but when we mounted again, between ten 
and eleven, the moon fhone bright, the clouds 
were then below us, and about a mile dif- 
tant : we took them for the ocean, and won- 
dered to fee it fonear; nor did we difcover 
our miftake until the f\in arofc. When we 
defcended to the clouds, in returning from the 
Pike, and entered within them, they appear- 
ed to us as a thick fog or mill, of^ the con- 
fiftence of thofe we frequently fee m England: 
all the trees of the fore- mentioned woods, and 
our cloaths were wet with it. 

The 
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Tut sir on tjbe top of the Pike was fhin, 
coM, piercing, and oF airy pxrcbing nature, 
like the fouih-cAflerlj wmds which I hnve felt 
in the greit defeit of Africa, or the Le»an- 
ttn m the MediterrancM : or even fiot unlike 
Ifiofc dry etflcriy winds *hich arc ffeqrtiit in 
»he wjrtherti parts of Europe, in tteir wetther, 
in the months of March or April. 

Ik afcendiiTg the highcll ptt-r of the moun* 
Hin, etHed the fngar-loaF, which is Tcry fteep, 
our hearts panted and beat vehemently. To that 
ta I obTerred before, we wCrc 6b%cd to- reft 
abirve thirty litnesto take breath ; but whether 
this was owing to the thintiefs of the air cauf-^ 
mg a difficulty of refpiration, or to the un- 
common fatigue which we fuffcred in climbing 
the hill, I cannot determine; hut believe it 
was partly owing to the one, and partly to the 
other Our guide, a flim, igite, old man, 
was not affedcd in the fame manner with us, 
but climbed up with eafe, like a goat ; for he 
waa one of thofe poor men who earn their 
living by gathering brimlhMie in the cauldron 
and other volcanos, the Pike itfdf being no 
other, though it has not burned for fomc years 
pffft, as may be plainly underflood by the na- 
ture oF its fubflance ; and indeed all the top 
oF the ifland fhews evident marks of Fome 
terrible revolution that has happened in Tt- 
neritie; for ihe fugar-loaf is nothing elfethan 
earth mised with afiies and calcined ftones, 
tlirownoutofthe bowdsoF the earth : and the 
great fijuarc Ifoncs, before defcribed, fecni to 
have been thrown out of the cauldron or hoi- 
low of the Pike, when it was a volcano. The 
top of the Pike is inacceflible in every way 
but 
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'butthar by which we went up, viz. bf the 
esR fide. Its fteepeft part is on the fwrth- 
wcft, towards Garrachica. We tumbled foaie 
loofe rocks down from thai quarter, which 
ntUed a vaft way, tiH we loA Tight of them. 

Ha TIRO fiirveyed every thing wwthy of 
(Afemdon, we fctumed to the £Aat>cii^ 
where our horfes were Mt; ihe whole liRM 
fpent in defcending from the topof the Pike 
-to this place, was only half an hour, although 
the afcent ttxik us up about two hows and k 
iialf. It was now about teti in the memtigt 
and the Uiti Ibone fu exceStvcly hot, as to »- 
-blige us to tAe flielier tn the cottage ; being- 
-exceedingly fatigued, we lay down there, in- 
tendhig to ileep, but could not for the cold» 
which was fo intenfe under the fbade, that we 
were obliged to kindle a fire to keep ourrdvea 
warm. 

After taking fiDBie repofe, we mounted 
■our horfes about noon, and ddfcendcd by the 
Tame way that we we/it up, and came to fome 
jnnes, litaated about two miles above the 
ciduds : between riiefe pines and the Pike, 
grows no herb, fbrnb, tiee, or grafs, except- 
ing the fore- mentioned retama. About hve 
of the clock in the evening we arrived at O- 
rotava, not having alight^ by the way to 
ftop, only fomethnes to walk where the road 
was loo ftsep for riding. The whole diftance 
we rode in the Hve hours fpent in coming down 
from the EUancia to Orotava, we coifiputed 
to be about fifteen Englifh miles, travelling 
at the rate of three miles an hour : fuppofe 
then we dedud five of thefe for windings and 
turnings, the d'iflance from the fea to the £f- 
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uncia, in a (trait line, will b« about ten niiles; 
which, if carefully compared wiih (he afcent 
of the road *, I reckon W4ll make the per- 
pemjicular height of the EdftncU to be about 
four £ng)ifti miles; lo which add a mile of 
perpeixlicular height from ihenceto the Pike, 
the whiJc will be about Bve Erglilh miles : I 
am very certain I cannot be mlftaken in this 
calcnlation above a mile cither way. There 
is no place in the world more proper for an 
Dbfcrvatory than the EAancia: ifacommodi- 
ouG warm houfe or cottage was built upon it, 
to accommodate aflrouoiners while the mo- 
delate weather continues, viz. all July, Au- 
guft, and September, they might make their 
obferva tions, take an account of the wind and 
weather of the region above ihe clouds, and 
remark their nature and properties. But if 
any petfon intends to vifit the Pike, I would 
advife him to wait for 6ne clear weather* car- 
ry a good tent, plenty of water, and fome 
provifions along with him, that he may be 
enabled to remain al the Eltancia four or five 
days, in which time he might go twice or 
thrice to the lop of the Pike, and make bis ob- 
fervationsat Icifure. 

* I imagine that no one who has been at Oro- 
(ava, will think iwen'ty-two or twenty- three degree* 
too ereai ■□ afcent from ihence lo tbe funnnit of 
ibe ifland ; for ''•i many have I allowed in calculat- 
ing i he perpeodicular height. 
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Of the Weather af Tenerife; and it 1 Produce. 

T'H E weather in Tenerife is not different^ 
from thatjn Canaria, already defcribedj. 

but the^e is fomethiog particular here with, 
refpeS to the winds; for along the coaft of . . 
Africa, adjacent to thefe iflands the Irade- 
wind blows (fom the north-north- we A, to the 
nonh-ealV, according as it comes from the 
land or (ea \ taking the medium of thefe, we 
may lay that the Irade-wind blows there at 
Donh-by-ca(l i at Lancerota and Fuertaven-, 
lura, at nor^h-north-eafl; at Canaria, north- 
eaft; but at Tenerife, north-caft-by-ejirt j 
and further to the weAward, at Palma, it 
blows at eaft-northeaft. We may obferve by . 
this, that the further we depart from the coaft 
of Africa, ibc more we find the wind, to veer \ 
to tlie eaftward ; but beyond Palma it remains, 
the fame, *'^- *' eaft-nonh-eaft, for then it 
is out of the reach of ihe attraction or influ-, 
enije of the African coaft. What caufes that' 
inf^ence^ I [hall have occafion to explain iii_ 
the defcription of the continent. The abpvc 
account of xfye, winds is only to be underfldod 
of fine weather, when the iraderwind blows 
true, for it often varies a few points, ' ' ' - 
The fea- breeze in Tenerife generally fets 
in about ten o'clock in Ihe morning,, on th« 

. VoL.tI. E ■ eaft 



9* THE IMST0R?Y OF 
•eaft and norUi-eaft Hdes of the illand, asd blowt 
till five or fix in the evening, when it falli 
calm until midniglit; then the land-wind be- 
gins, and coniiDvei u^tij fnentor eight in the 
flioroii^, when it is fucceeded by a calm, 
which contiiHies until die fea-breeze begins a- 
Qiia toJ)lo;Hr.. 

The fta-breeze In itie bay of Santa Cruz, 
«nd «n all tbc ^9ft Cde of the ifland, blows 
<ofnmoa\j at eaft; and'the bnd' wind H wafl. 
€>[» the nprth fide, the fca-breeze blows- at 
aonh-eaft-by-eafl'j or norrh-eaA ; and- the- 
land-wind:dir8aiy oppofite la it. But at-P6int- 
Nqgo, wjiere the land' proje&b far into- the 
fes towards the norih-eafli there is.no land- 
wind. 

Ok thefcrowof'tfte hilly behind or above' 
Santa Cruz, and at the city of Liguna, a frefli- 
gale at norlh-weft*preyaiIi al* theiima of ibe- 
iea-bree^e, whith is* occafioned by the rnvHO- 
tains almpfV forrorfndihg the plain ; for they 
arc fo exceeding high on the fouih fideof it; 
a^ to beat back iHe fea-brecze, andihrow it 
againfl the riuiu(it»ns that bound the- north 
Mt of the plajn,, where finding^ no paffage, it 
veers to the' fouth-eaff-, where mcetirig with- 
no refinance, it forces ilfelf throughthc plrrr 
with great vehcipence, until it comes to tbe 
brow oT ihc hiir above-meniioiiedj where pjrt 
of the current of air poufs down tlifl hill lo^ 
virds SarttaO"iix,| and even advances within 
a mil^ and half of' the fea, wfiere-iristhqck- 
e'd bylhe true fta-br«ze. The ijihabltanrj of 
I^gunA and' Santa Cruz receive f6m; tieqsfit 
frijm the flfjcngth of this north-weftwind, as. 
it,f(:tsatwork twelVfior fifteen mills, which- 
(he/ 



TRE.CANARY ISLANDS. 99 
tbej baK!er£&ed on.the brow of ihc hill,,for 
gpndJngjOf corn. 

ONtthe fouth-weil coaClof Tenorifa tlifre 
is^ no. r9§ukr feacof laiidrbreize*, becauf^ llie 
Uade; 01; northrcafterJ^ wind' cannot g^l at it 
t}y,rcai'(ir.af the immcafc height of< the tHanif 
tawering above thc^ region of that wind ; fb 
that on riikfideof. thcifUnd,. erther.an eddy- 
wind"al.l(Myh-weft.pre5aiU,. or a calm. 

TipLclmK^i aS' lobferved before, are g^- 
qeralljr; fu/pcndtd bal£ way. bet ween thofeaand' 
to[^ of the. Pike. Belaw tbofe clouds, th< 
Qoitb-cailcTij winds moilly pre rail ;. and-at the 
faine.tiniQ above them, wc find a frefh wedcr- 
ljr;g4le;iwbif:bIbeli^veto be tbcc^fe in. ever/. 

Jut- of- th^-woild-where the trade-wind blows. 
qi^RBti f(ceteiidi to account prc^erl; for this 
phxnomenon, but lo It is on the top.ot Tonc- 
ritt^ arutof fdme of tkc reA of the ilknds.' 
The hauJ. northerly gates-that blaw in the. 
winter feafon. in the feaadj|a£ent to the Canarj. 
IJIatUv never blow hone to the fh^re, being, 
w.,it.>B«re,ilr-tK;k dead,, 'd, i]pt refleded by ihc 
CKelTive hei^t of the land-, .over tyhich ths. 
w,ind;.ca(vnot puts, TThiilh^eofien expcri- 
Caiced-; f»[ I have TeveraE times run from thC' 
Lizacd Point, in Cornwall, to the Canary^ 
lAands. in nine,, ten, and twelve days,, wttti. 
ff«QV'gi^leR.of<noitheity wind, a great leafol- 
loMing,u9all the wa7 : when we srrivedtJjcrej, 
I^wat.infUT^ed.therehad bceniinAll ihatiims' 
^ heavy IfwgQvell. ou^he north fide of. the. 
iflaods^jbut mt aibrcatb of wind, fti that the. 
fll^s! then .lying,in Port Orotava ^ode^with a. 
flack cable. But on the north lide of Tene- 
tife, Ttz. at Orotava, a north-weft wiifd is 
'■■'■■ £ 2 exceed. 
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exceeding dangerous, for that wind blows up- 
on the Oiore, but not dice^ly againU the ez" 
ceflivc high land, which no doubt woulddead- 
Cn and reflcd it, but againft the lard'projcc- 
ting out north-eafl into the Tea, and which is 
terminated by Point Nago: now that land be- 
ing moderately high, and rifing gradually from 
the fea towards the mountains of Laguna, 
the north-wed wind finds a pafTage over it, 
and confequently blows freely. However, the 
pilots who have (he charge of fhips in thiv' 
road, know the figns of the weather To well, 
that they take care not to be rurprifcd with a 
north-wefl wind, for when they rind it com- 
ing on, they flip their cables and put out Iff 
fea. They arc to watchfni in this matter,' ifiat 
no (hip ha; been wrecked here by. that wind 
in ihc memory of man. ■ ' • ' 

The produce of this iflind is nhich the 
fame as that of Canaria, only there is lefs 
corn-land here, and more vineyards. The 
wines are ftrong; goodi and fit for exportati- 
on, cfpepiatly to hot climates, which i'mprove 
ihcni much.' There was formeily a greaf 
quantity of Mi^vafia or Canary fick -made 
here, but of late days, there are not aboVe' 
fifty pipes, made in a feafon j for they gather 
the grapes when green, and make a dry hard 
wine of them; which, when about two or 
three years old, can hardly be diftingufhed frotn 
Madeira wine; but after four years'of age, it 
turns fo mellow and fweet, tliat it refembjey 
the wine of Malaga in' Spain. Orchilla-wecd 
grows. hefe iii abtindance, ti it does in all the- 
Canary IflantTs. 

CHAP.- 
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Defiriplinn if the TJland of Paha. 

FR OMTeno, the weft end of Tenerife, 
lo the neareA part of the illantf of Palina, 
It is, wcft-norih-weft, fevemeen leagues. Pal* 
ma is about eight leagues in length, recknti- 
ing ii from rorth lo fouth, and the extreme 
breadth aboui fix leagues. 

The fummii of this ifland is higtier ihatt 
that of Tencrife; for, as I obfcrved before, 
■we reckon the Pike, or fugar-loaf, only as a 
hili placed on the top, of the ifland, When 
one who has not, fecn iahd of an uncommoti 
fieight, approaches wiihin twelve leagues of 
the iflands Tenerife and Palma, in clear wea- 
ther, and comes all at once to behold them, 
his (arprize will be very great, and not unlike 
that which fhikes a perfon who has never leen 
the ocean, until he comes to have a full view 
lof.il all at once from the top of an adjacent 
'mpuniain. . 

The chief port In Palma Is thai of Santa 
Cruz, on the routh-eaft fide of the ifland. The 
mark by which a firanger may find it, is the 
following: when he approaches to the eaft 
fide of the ifland, Palma will then appear to 
him- fhaped esaSly like a faddle. Lei him 
fleer fo as lo fall in a litite to windward of the 
lowed place, or middle of the faddle, until 
E 3 htt 
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he comes wiihin a mile of the land ; then run 
along-lhore to the fomhward, and he will per- 
ceive the town clofe by the fea-fhore, and the 
ihipping lying in the road ; but as the land be- 
hind or above the town is high and deep, one 
cannot difcern the Shipping till within a mile 
of them. The road is within a mufquet-lhot 
of the Ihore, where vefTels commorily ride in 
fifteen or twenty fathoms water, and are tx- 
pofed to eaflerly windsj yet, with good an- 
chors and cables, nnay ride with great fafety, 
in all winds that blow in this part of the world. 
Tor the ground is clean and good, and the gfeat 
height of the illand, with the perpendicular 
height of the land facing the road, repels the 
wind that blows upon it, though ever foftTong; 
yet there is always, in good weather, a gentle 
fea-breeze in the road. When there is a great 
norih-eafl fwell out at fca, it comes rolling 
-into the bay; but, for want of wind, and he- 
caiife of the deepnefs of the waterclofejo tlie 
fliore, it has no power or force, fo that '(hips 
in fuch a cafe nde here with a'Qack cable. 
Thcfe things corKidered, we may conclude the 
road of Santa Cruz, in Palma, to be more 
Fecure than any of ihofe of Canaria or Tenc- 
rifej but in the winter-time, (he rolling fw^n 
that comes into the bay, hreaks high upon the 
lieach, and prevents boats from going off or 
landing, for the fpace of three or 'four days 
together. A fmill mole was formerly buiH 
here, at a confiderable e](pencc, but was footi 
after deflroyed by the violence of ^he furf. 
J^nolher has been begun to be ereSed there, 
•and the work carried on for fome years ptffl, 
JmjI I do not know that it is yet tinlftied. 

Santa 
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Samta Crvz dblaFalma i* ahvge 
.town, cDniauiJQg two ipari(h chorciies, (e\<e- 
Fal -convents of Friars and NiitjS) w'»h many 
nedt privnic buildings; though not fo -gootf 
and targe as thofe of the city of Palmas in 
Cansiria, or of the lo^ns of Tenerife. NeiH' 
4he -mole is .a caftle or bailerji, ratluitteil -with 
a few^annot), -for the-defcnceof theftippisg 
'in ibe b^y, and to ^rcv6iw*n ewtmy 'from 
landing. In themiddteof the «pv^H, near'ihe 
^reiU church, is a fatintain, filled by-a-rivo- 
let, which plentifully fitppfies the inhabitartts- 
wtth>gt>od watier. 

Ta'ssaco*ta, the nex* poff, -lies oii *bc 
foUth-weft part of ihe iflaBd^ »l is'^sporedla 
weftcily winds, M\d Itttk fuquentMl by *ti^ 
vefTels ex<«ptin£ Jioats, 

■hi all <bis ifland jhcre is ho ttwn of ■itfiy 
«ote, CK^iirig Santa Cr-usi,^ 4fut,flnany vil- 
4tf!es, tbccbicf ef wiiich Are Sc iWdres^Kk 
T-tfflaoorw. I i, ■ 

Is tht norih-«aft part of ftiai^, :intand. h 
a -^oioiis high mouhtRin, Aeep on sM ■Gdt%. 
««illcd laCtldeFa, 1. e. the C^ldfon, This- 
mountain is hollow, Tike the Pike of Tenerifej- 
the Jiunniit is about two leagues in diameter 
•very wfty,and within defccndii gradually from 
thence to the bottom, wUicb is afpactof S- 
bout thirty acres. 

On the dtclivity of the infide fj^ring-feverat 
rivulets, which join all together at the bot^OMr 
and vCTme in one -dream through a pafTage ta 
:tbc outftde of the iroitnCain from which it de- 
fcends, and, after running fome diftance from- 
thence, 4t turns two fugaf--inills. The water 
sf this flreaai is unwholelome, by reafeu of 
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its being uinied with other water, of a per* 
nicious quality, which mixes wiih it in the 
ciuldron. All the inftde oF ihe cauldron >- 
bounds with herbage, and is covered with lau- 
rels, te-a or pitch-pine, palms, lignum Rho- 
dium, yd retamas; theJe lafl, in this illand, 
have a yellow bark, and grow to the fize of 
large trees, but -in the others tbey are only 
Ihrubs. The Ihepherds here are very carefol 
not to let the he-goats feed on the leaves of (he 
reiatna, hecaafe they breed a ftone in the 
bladder, which kilts them. 

On the outfide of the cauldron fpring two 
rivateU, one of which runs northward to the 
village of St. Andres, and turns two fugar-millt, 
the other runs to the eaftward, to the town of 
Santa Cruz, fiefides ihefc there are no other 
rivulets, fireams, or fountains of water of any 
confequence in the iiland ; for which reafon the 
natives build fquxre refervoirs or tanks, with 
planks of pitch-pine, which they make tight 
by caulking; thefe they fiti from thetorrcnli 
of ratn-waier that falldown froth the moun- 
tains in Ihe winier-fearon, and prcferve it for 
themfelves and great cattle ; for the Iheep, 
goats, and hogs, in places diftant from the 
rivulets, feed on roots of fern and arphottil* 
almoftall the year round, and therefore have 
- little or no need of water, there being mMf- 
lure enough in thofe roots to fupply iheir want. 
The fouth quarter of the ifland is moA delli- 
■luie of water ; yet there is a medicinal well of 
-hot wa:tcr there, fo clofe' to the fea ftiore that 



* The Spaniards call thefe lift, roots of gair 
wbicb I believe to he roots of afphodil. 
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rhe tide flows into it at fuU fci. At another 
filace, called Uguer, i; a cave, which has a 
long narrow entrance, fo ftrail that a perf|;ii 
mvd enl^r it backwarije, keeping his face ati 
the while towards the mo.uth of ihe cave that 
he nraj' fee hi* way, Aft^r hehas got through 
this palFage, he enters inroa fpacious grotto,, 
where water dilliU from between the large 
flakes of (laie-Hones that hang from the roof. 
Th< lean blow given to tliefe, refounds through 
tJie cave with a npif« like thunder. In the- 
diftriQ ()f Tifuya is a mountain, whith^. to all 
appearance, has been removed- from- its origi- 
nal l^tuation by an earthc^ake': the natives- 
have a tradition, that the fpot where it. now 
.(lands was a plain, and the fnolt fruitful Tpob 
in (he whole ifland, until it was deflroyed by 
the buroing lava» and the fall: of the moun- 
ii>iiv- 

The nimm)t of Palma formerly abounded 
with trees; hut in the year 1545, and after 
it,. agr«^at drought prevailed, which dellroyed' 
them all ; however, fome lime after, others 
began to. fpring, but were deftroyed by the: 
rabbits .and other anlqials, wh^ finding no 
. pallure below, went up there and eat all ihe: 
young tKes and herbs ; fo thai r(ow itie tipper 
part of the ifland is quiie bare and dcfolate.. 
- Thofe rabbiis were firft brought to Palma by 
Don Pedro Fernandez de Lugo, ihe fecond' 
Adelantado, or Lieutenant-governor of Tene- 
rife, and, have fince increated exceedingly. 

Before the Ihrubs and trees failed from' 
the (iimmic of the ifland, much manna fell 
there, which the natives gathered,: and fen t to- 
Spain for fale. 

E i. Tub. 
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The produce here u much the (aine wth 
that of Gran iCanaris, oa\y with thrs diffe- 
rence, ihai4 gretrt quantity of fogaris made 
in Psima. effieDnlly en the wed fide of thfc 
ifland. The ead Tide produces good wines, di 
• different la^e and flavour from there of TV 
jicrife : vhe tlry vine is fm a 1 1- bodied, and df 
a yellow'colonr. The Malvalk is riot fo luf- 
cioiH-or ftfong as that of Tenerrfe, but when 
lit is about (bree years old, has the Savour of 
« rich and ripe pineapple: but (hefc wines an; 
very difficuti 6f ■prefePMtion wlien etponett, 
-efpeciaJly to celd c!ima*cs, where they often 
ourn foor. There is abuncknce oFgood honey 
tieie, efpccially in thofc hives which arc at tt 
dillance from -vines and mocanes (a fruit re- 
fembling elder-berrfcs) for both thcfehavea 
bad cfTed on its-colour. In Palms ismiidi 
gum-dragon ; and from the te-a or pitch-pine, 
pitch iseitrafied in great qaatiiirin. 

All forts of fruits growing in Canaria or 
Tenerifc, are fonnd here atfo, in greater *- 
laindance, infomuCh that (lie natives cannot 
oonfimie ihem; but having fugar in great 
plenty, ihey make vaft quantities of fweet- 
m»t3 and conferves, which they export to 
the reft of the ifllnds, and to Ibme part ot the 
Indies. ' 

In time of fcarcity of com, the natives of 
this ifland make good bread of the roots of 
fern. I never eat any of that fort of bread 
here, hot I have in (he ifland of Gomera, 
and found it not much inferior to that made 
of wheat- flouT; but the fern in-Gomcra is 
reckoned better and more wholdbme tbatt that 
«f Palma. 
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Althougb the treods that grew on the 
fammit of Fftlma -were aU ikftroyod, yet there 
n ttmndanoc of trees in the region of the 
dauds, and beneath it, injonmcii' thai lb« 
Mand, -at hbaat two leagws dlAaoce, appears 
like ohe entire wood. Pine-treeE grow hcm- 
to filth B Co*, as to be ftt for mafts for the 
largcft fhif>5; Ijttt ttu^ trc heavy, and,, hy 
mfbn of the ruggcdncrlE of the roads, {heexi- 
psnix of bringing tbem itt> the ihoFe would be 
ifflmettfe ; I- rern^mbcr «b £n§liih American 
floop, df one hundned and iifi^ tote, liaving 
Iftft her maft,. 'W.asMwed lin hcffe by rthe iifli- 
iAg'boats; ihe natiivci- give the nrafter leave 
K) go to Che wosdi and cut .any tree fit for hia 
putip^fe grain; bat the expenceof bringing, 
n dMvh, though hboar is fheap here, >coii' 
bimtttienty-five poitnihilra'ling: neverthc^lv 
Riuch timber is -cx^ioTtBci 'from- hence to the 
itfl of the iflands. 

Thb (MP, w«atfeer> and winds are siucH' 
tfae fliiWe here «s at Omaria -and Tenciik, on- 
ly with this diffiereace, that weCWly winds 
itnd Cain are rather more frequent InPalma^- 
rttreafoii of whiohns, that it liecenDM to the- 
^^ftwM-d and 'norrbwaKJ, cxmrci^ucntly not 
-beitigfofar within itb» verge of the north-caQ 
tfade-'wtfid-BSJfhdfe iilands, iiauine'eiipoied to 
^larijibte windt, fp«ttiR3il»ly (be foulh-wel>,. 
WtHt<h is The .moft poemlem windiia the Uti- 
•rudtts adJKeni to tfatrfc 9i ih^ Jwuth-eafi- 
trade. 

'As ilo .'tttt xtimaee here, and in Canariat. 

Tenerilfe, Oemera, and Hierrv, a perfon.willi 

'find ^Kt diffetetice, according m he livee- 

iKar &e M-fhoK, or up in the motttKaine.; 

for 
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for in the months of July, Auguft, and Sep- 
tember; the heal is fomtwhai intolerable near 
the fea-ftiore, when (here is a calm ; but when 
(he heat is fo great on the fea-coafl, the air is 
quite fre{h and pleafant on the mountains. In 
the middle of winter, the habitations far np- 
in the mountains, near the clouds, are escef- 
fivelycold; the natives keep Grcs burning- in 
iheir houfes all the daylong, which is .never 
done below, near the fea, for there they ufe 
fire only in their kitchens. Were i ha inhkbiT 
tants oF (he cVty of Laguna to have the leall 
idea of the pleafure of the fecial winter fire*, 
they would no doubt build chimneys in their- 
houfes, for in ihat pbce the weather is raw 
and cold iiv that feafon: hail frequently falls, 
in this place ; and fome of the oldeA of the- 
preftni inhabitMniB remember a great fnow 
falling upon the pfain,. where it retnainsl. for 
fome days;. 

For.' eight momhi of the year the fnmmits. 
of all' the Canary Iflands, Lanceroia and Fu- 
eitaveniufA excepted,, sre geiKrally coveredl 
with'fnow. 

On viewing Palma at" the diHance of three- 
leagues oR at Tea, one would imagine that the 
mountains were full of gutters, or beds of tor- 
lenta of xain-waterj but thefe only appear 
Ittik, being high up, confequently at a great 
diflanceoff} but when one approaches near, he* 
, iinds rHsm to be large vaJleyt or. hollowsi 
abounding with wood. 

This ifland' has not been czempiod from. 

Tolcanoa, the effe^s of which are ftill to be 

fccn in almoft every part of it ; for the chan- 

atb wher« ihe burning matter, melted orci, 

Mi, 
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md calcined flones and aflies^ ran, are eafiL^ 
diAinguifhed. In the memory * of fome of 

ihe oldeft inhabitants living in the year 1750, 
one of ihofe fiery rivers ran down from the 
mountains toward the town of Sanli Cruz, 
and emptied iifelf into ihe Tea about a, mile lo 
the northward of the town. No. confiderable 
earthquake haih happened in thoTe iflands for 
fome years paA, but now and then they have 
fome flight (hoclts : ihey had Tome at ihe time 
of the memorable earthq^uake at Lifbon, but 
ihey were fcarce perceptible ; only the fudden. 

' Nunno de Penna, in his HiAorical Memoirs, 
(ays, that on the 1 3th of November, j 677, a Jiiile 
■fter fun fee, the earth lliook for thirteen leagues, 
with a frightful noile, that latled Ove days, during 
whiii ibe earth opened in feverai places; but the 
greateltgip was upon that called Mont aui Che- 
vies, a mile and a half from the fea, from whence 
proceeded a great fire, which caft up ftones and 
pieces of rock. The like happened in feverai places 
thereaboDts ; and in leTs than a quarter of an hour 
it made iwentj-eight gaps about the foot of the 
mountain, which vomited abundance of flames and 
burning ftones. It took ilscourle over the plain of 
Los Cainos, and ranwiih violence, towards the Holy 
. Fountain j. but coming near the brink of the great 
defccnt, turned to the right, and forced irs waj io- 
waids the Old Port, where the Span is ids landed 
when they made themfelves mafteit of this ifland. 
He adds, that on the aotb of November following, 
there wasa fecond eruption of ibe Mont aut Che- 
Tres, from whence came forth Hones and fire, with 
great earthquakes and thunders,, for feveial days, fo 
that black ciodcis were taken up at feven leagues 
diftance, the adjacent lands were entirely denroyed, 
and (he inbabiianis farced to quit iheit habitations, 
flux 
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flul Md r^fiult of [he Tea was t\'iitern -ttibug^r 
at Porto de Luz, m &naria, wfiere ilie fei 
went about a mile badk, and remarried there 
Tor Ibme lime. The people of Fafms at rhA 
time Teeitig a wreck lying upon the ground, 
which the waier had left bare, fbtne of Ihcm 
were To bold as to go to it, but the fea fodcicniy 
returning, Twept them ell away. A boatman 
«t Port Orotava told me, thst on tlie da^ of 
tlic Lilbon earthquake, his boat -was hsoled' 
up OQ the beach, and he was leaning open it,. 
converting with fome fi&ermenon iheltrand, 
when all on a Aidden the fea floated his boat, 
•and wttied hjm anA hit companims to the 
middle; then rstirit^ « great wgy^ck, it re- 
turned again, but not with Tuch Tiolmce as at 
firll ; and fo continued ebbing and Howrug For 
the fpace of an hour : they were atl aftonifhed 
«t this ftrange phKnomcnon ; but when ihc^ 
:rccet««d the new»cf the deflrudion at Lilbon, 
4ny 'boatman fwore folemnly iisaX ihe nevfif 
vouhJ woi4t on All^faintsday -a§aifl while be 
4iTed; "Which oath, -added he, lintcndmoft 
"^ Tetfgioiifly to obfcrve." 

The tllack fliinrng fand whit* we throw 
upon wriiing to.prcvetVt bloTiing, is foand hi 
matiy places on the (hore of this and the other 
lUWds. It teems to liave been tbrowti out of 
«B)cano«ii and a certainly the -moA pcrfc^ 
iron, for I be magnet or load-flone will, when 
heM mar it, lidc up leveiy grain, leaving no- 
thitigbehitxt. I^havebeMn toldtdiat 'fame -ex- 
periments -have been publicly "imdie, viihopt 
'^tlii£t, to turn this fand into bar-iittnr-yet I arti 
trcdi% informed that a^entlrman in London 
undnftands 



THE CANARY ISLANDS, na 
utHkrflands thi$'f<ecre(, tnd hxs a cafe of'faaoi' 
niide 'of ihit fame bkack (hioing fand. 
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■Of the IJIand cf Gemmi. 

T-HE middle of 'GowCTa lies Tomh-weft 
from Point TenWj in Tenerifc, about 
fix leagues diftancf . Tht principal town is fi- 
nnted clofe by the Tes -ftiorc, in the boiwm or 
-cod vf a bay, u'lrere Vhipping lie tand-lodtcd 
from all winds, ctccpt the fouih-eaft. Here 
you -may moor at ■a'convcnrentdrftance frorti 
lire fhore, from fftWn Fathonn wawr ro fiftten ; 
•bnt BSiiK land-wrnd frequently blow? hard, it 
hueceffary 'for a ftiip to moor withatarge 
Tcope of cable, oiberwffi; (he will he in danger 
xX being blown bUt of the bay. Tire fealiere 
h generally io ftnooth, ifiat boats tnay fond on 
tbe^each without danger. On the north Me 
of the bay is a cove, where fhipsof iny-bimhen 
■may hanl clofe to the ftiore (whichis a high 
'and perpend'rcular cliff), and there 'heave down, 
rican, or repair. When boats cannot (and on 
the beach, on account of the fnrf, they put 
a&ore at this cove, from whence thrrt is a 
path-way, along the face oF (he dHF, to (he 
town; but it is To narrow that two perfotts 
cannot -walk a bread: trear the end of this road 
rs a gate, which is alwap fhnt after fon-ftt, 
or when it ttinis -darltj mi Then no imn can 
paf> 
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pafs itiil way. About a rtone's throw from 
ilie beach begins the principal flreet of the 
town, and from ihence runs flrait inland. 'I he 
town is called La Villa de Palmas, i. c. the 
Town of Palms, becaufe of the number of 
palm-trees growing there. It has a church 
8jid convent of Friar';, with about one hundred 
snd fifty private houfes, nioA of which are but 
mean and fmall. It is well fupplied with good 
water, wbich the inhabiiante draw from wells 
HI every part oHbc lown. In the winier-fea- 
(nn, a lai^e rivulet^from the mountains, emp- 
ties itfeJf into l,he port. On the fouih fide of 
the mouth of this rivulei Hands an old round 
lower, which was buih by Don Miguel Fe- 
raia, the BrA Count of Gomera ; and on the 
top of ihe perpendicular cIlfF, on the north fide 
of the cove, is achapel, and a battery of a few 
pieces of cannon for the defence at the port. 
As 1 ha.ve loQ the journals of the voyages in 
which I touched here, I cannot he fo particular 
in giving diredions to find this excellent port 
as I could wilh ; but, lo the bed of my re- 
membrance,, the land that forms the north 
point of the bay, is. [he mcft foutherly point 
of land on the eaft fide of Comers, that cat 
be feen from Point Teno in Tcnetife. That 
land, when oneaS to the northward of it, at 
about a. league diflance, bears a great refem- 
blance to ihe Ram-head, near Plymouth- 
found. Id going into the bay it is necelTarj^to 
ftand elofe in with this point, for the land-wind 
i&commonly toofcanty. for a (hip to fetch the 
proper anchoring- place ; for that reafon it ii. 
' better lo come in with the fea-breeze, which 
generally begins to blow here about noon. 

Thb- 
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The bed place for a (hip » lie here, a 
where x full view may be had along through 
the main (Ireel of the town, and at about the 
dinance of a cable's length from the beach : it 
is neceflary to moor as foon ai poflible, becaufe 
of eddy-winda that fomelimes blow in the bay, 

GoMERA, though rotfo targe and populous 
as Palcna, is a canfiderable iliand ; for many 
livulets flow from its craggy mountains, and 
water Ihe narrow valleys; in fbort, in every 
part of the illand water may be found by dig- 
ging the ground to about the depth of five or 
iixf^et. Among the fauntaitis that abotmtl 
'here, the following are moft efleemed, viz. 
■Chetriele, Tegoay, and la Foente del Conde, 
i. e. the Count's Fountain. No pines grow 
here, but many other kinds of trees, particu- 
larly barbufanos *, mocanes, favines, adernos> 
vinaligos, files, palms, with a great numbei' 
of ma flick- trees, which yield abundance of the 
gum of that name. 

The produce 6f this ifland is much the faitw 
with that of Tenerife, Canarra, or Palma. 
Thd natives'have generally juft corn enough 
for their own ufe, and feldom import nor ex- 
port any. In this particular Gomera refembles 
Gran Canaria, having almoft every neceflary 
within itfelf, and- therefore flands in need of 
little or nothing from abroad; for corn, wine, 
roois, fruii, honey, cattle, and fowls t •"■* 
here in great plenty : and was there encourage- 

• The wood of the barbufaoo is fomeihlng like 
mahogany, but blacker ; when gteen it llinka moft 
»bominabIy. 

\ There are no tuikeys In Gomera, 

mcnl 
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ment \t Comer* for indt^r^, (he numi-ctiuM 
aafil; flBHMirifiure enough -of tlieirown wool 
and niw filfc rufficient to rtothe thcmrelT«s •: 
•nd-here'ii ftone, limf, timber, and all other 
■Hterials fit for buildingi excepting iron. 

The Gomeran wine Jn .gantr^l is weak, 
poor, «n(i (harp, therefore unfit For ex|iorta- 
tion^P yctJbmeoFtt, whtfn two years old, -es- 
tcb (hi: veryheA Madeira -wine intafleand 
flavour, ahfaoagh it is in colour (air -as wsiec, 
«TMi weik aiTtnalt beer. Jbfot^t fame do- 
Bcns of this wine to London, where I (hewed 
it (o Tome people m a -groat curiofiiy; but 
<heydid not rcltfit ti, for thcEngtifh'dbecin no 
weak wine, -lat its tafte-and .favour be ener lo 
ilclicaic. The wine-incrchabi> in Francq, 
'^in, Portueal,4n] foine <otiier pUtxi, Icnow^ 
ii^this, 4skc care to miz'bratidy «ven with 
thellroi^efi winet whkh the/ {sad le £i)g- 
dud. 

Besides the animals comaion .in the reft 
«f die iSkadt, hfere ia t>lclit7-oF deer, which 
were Driginatty breught hithvr frotn -Barbn^. 
iMore>inules iit'hred in Go«nePa ^an in my 
•afthefeven iflands:; but Idonot remetnber id 
ihave feencny cunelE here. Neither fnakot or 
4'erpent» are found in any of the Canary Ulandi 
•except Gomera ; but I have no reafon to be- 
lieve, by any thing I could learn, that ih^ 
«fe Tcnomousor do any hum. 
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Oftbt IJhmd 9f Httrn. 

THl'S ilUnd )i dbout fifteen leases m 
-citcurrffeKnw, and fivein breadth. It 
♦ifcs 'fteep and craggy fwm the fea, on bH 
lides, foriibovea league, 'in^ri/ch r mmtKru 
to-remtertheareem very difficdli and'fatigoiRg:: 
•fter frevdling this leagoe, (he reft of-tbt 
i^nd will be fount] 'le'be'ioterably level >and 
ffuirfiil, for it 'abounds wUh many kinds ^ 
trees 'and ' Ihnibs, (mf ticulkfLy phie), linlm, 
ifavines, hnirclt, pa)oi lJ)«iKt», ademn, 'b«>>- 
-biifanos, jicevlnoi, mocinet, remmas, beech, 
vfoobenei fof ^hieh 'the Spanitirdi rtuAe 
ttroonn'or ■b^foms^ unil ^fomc -pHlim ; %vt no 
igum' aragoTKtteei grow ' here. 

Twi3 ifland prodace* better jrafe, ■heibs, 
■and Sowers than any of tbe'ather ifhinds, fo 
>(hat bees ihrive and muhip^ here extremtty, 
Wid make wcellent 'honey. The wine df 
Hierro is poor, weak, and bad, infemiKh ihA 
the natives are obliged to diliit ibe -greateA 
■pan -of it into brandy. There are only three 
fountains of water in'ihc whole Ifliand, one of 
them is cilled Acof •, which in the language 
-of (he ancient tnhilbitants lignifies River j a 

* In ihe Az3najg3 diateCt of the Lybtaa tongue, 
■Aftif fignifiei a River. 

name 
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name, however, which does not feem to have 
been given it on account of its yielding much 
water, for in that refpeS it hardly defcrves 
the name of s fountain. More to the north- 
ward is another, called Hapio ; and in (he 
middle of the iUand is a fpring, yielding a 
Aream about the thicknefi of a man's finger. 
■ This lad was difcovercd in the year 1 565, and 
is called the Fountain of Anton Hernandez. 
On account of the fcarcity of water, the (heep, 
goats, and fwine here do not drink in the fum- 
mer, but are taught to dig up the roots of fern, 
and chew them to quench their ihirft. The 
^reat cattle are watered at ihofe fountains, and 
at a place where water dilltls from ihe Uavei 
of a tree. Many writers have made mention 
of this famous tree ; fome in fuch a manner as 
to make h appear miraculous : others again 
Jeny the exigence of any fuch tree, among 
whom is Father Feyjao, a modern Spanifh au- 
:thor, in his Theatro Critico. But he, and 
,lhofe who agree with him in this matter, are 
as much miftaken as they who would make it 
appear to be miraculous. This is the only 
illand of all the Canaries which I have not been 
in ; but I have failed with natives of Hierto, 
who when quellipned about the exigence of 
this tree, anfwered in the affirmative. 

The author of the Hiftory of the Difcovery 
and Concfuen has given us a particular account 
of it, which I (hall relate here at large. 
. *' THEdiftria in which this tree ftands i* 
" called Ttgolahe, near to which, and in the 
*' ctifFor fteep rocky afcent ihat furrounds the 
*' whole ifland, h a narrow gutter orgulley, 
*' which commences at the fea,.and continues 
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" to the fummit of the clif^ where it joins or " 
" coincides with a valley, which is terminated 
** by-tfae Hetp front of a rock. On the top of 
" this rock grows a tree, called, in the lan- 
'* guage of tht ancient inhablt&nts, Garfe, i. t. 
" Sacred or Holy Tree, which for many years 
** has been preferved found, entire, and frefli.' 
" Its leaves conftantly diftil fuch a quantity of 
** water as is fuRicieni-to furnifh drink 10 every' 
"■'living creature in Hiclro; nstui'e' having 
" provided this remedy f6r the drought of thfe' 
" ifland. ' It is fituaieii about a league and a' 
'* half frorij the Tea. Nobody knows of what' 
" fpecies it is, only that it is called Tit. It is 
" dif^in^ from other tree*, and ftands by it- 
**' fdf ; the circumfcrtnce of tht trunk" is afcout 
" twelve ^ns, the diameter -four, and in 
** height from ihe gToiind to the top of the 
'^ higheft branch 'Toriy fpans ; the cifcftm- 
** fertnce of all the branches together is one* 
" (lundred'iindt'westy feet. -■ The branches 
** arc thick and extendi; the loweft com- 
" inence about tht height of an ell from itifc 
" ground- ' lis fruit rcttmbles the acorn', and' 
** tattesfomething'hke the ketnel of & pine- 
** apple*, bilt isfoftcr and fnorfl'aromatic: 
" The leaves of ihi* tree refemble thofe of 
" the laurel, but are larger, wider, and more' 
" curved j they como forth in a perperuil ftlc- 
" teflion,fothj(t (he tree always remains green.' 
"'Near to-Mtg^owsa ihorn, which' faftaAs on* 

* Not ihe ariina, hat the fer or ptne tree pear, nut, 
or apple. Thofe of Britain have noibtng in them j 
but the pine-applea in SpaiD, and Tome athtr coua- 
tftea, coDiaia akeroel of an agreeable ulle. ' 

" many 
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*' Bkiny-Dli iui briDctiCs- >nd: interwcevM wltb 
** thcmv BU^' ttt (trnW iiSxmsfi. from, the 
" Gwfe are ToiBe baiE(:li>tfeos„ bnefes, anA 
" thoijit. Ociidw n«)«tih iidSfof tb« .u«n)t arv 
".t)vo:large;taBlqs or ciAeriu.of rougl}^ Hono, 
" or rither. one aiUcnn divided) ewh.half betnp 
*' twenty' feit: fqutn,. and Hxtcia fpaas in 
** dapth. Qn&of thcfccRRiainswUer for the 
*' diinJiii^ of the- inti«&(t«Bt(^. asdciUe^Lbep 
** lJ»t; wb^ch^l^!0)^lrf«foJ tbeir-cattje,, wAfh^ 
•* ingiwd.fwhlJit-piirfltifw, Eivflry law-Dia^ 
** ncsE this pari-of Uit ifUnd. a ^udton ni'^ 
*f, arife}, rcom^ tho. fe^ wfaicl^ thfl-fauyi and' 
*.' eaAcnIy winds, force; agajnft ihe< forte-men^ 
•*: tiosod fteFp,clifFj. fo ttutrtlifirclGAid; Having- 
" no^«en|.~hut b; the giMt^>,gr-adivlJf;ftfcx«ds> 
'' it», andifrom-i ihenc^^Mvnncju ltow4yiio,thp 
*.* extreaiity^af ttievallayj w^f rfl<it is ftoppedi 
" widch«c)ie^b}i the- froAt pf th^TOpk wtMch' 
'f terminates tbe^ vtHeyi, and then r«fts'Upon> 
*.'. the ihicit tCEives ^d ^i^-ifrcading biant^ev 
f of ihR-trBCi froiiiwbisnwit djfftUsr IK dfepw 
M durkig-tha r^Twindeii of ihft d»yj.,>¥>Ml it '>» 

'*. H >W^ih - O^haWfod't in itef feme manner 

" ihitiwe./M;iwlc» drip. frein,.it|«, 4efti*ftef 

*' tiTow. sftcf a hetlvy^fkMwiir of uin.- Thi* 

" diAitlutsin'is^iKil peeuli^r' to. tH«i gi^fn ot> 

•• till, for lb«bftfi>H wbich;gro»' ncau it,,iike'- 

'f wifeidr^op w<t(«fj;. but tbsiri)c*v<S;l>«H>g.but' 

'f fev and; nafft^w* t*w; q¥««ity is%tfflfliiigi- 

'f that JtHHifthllhe.Mliwst Owe fo^fi.p(ij^tyct> 

" they make litilc or no account of any but 

*' what djflils.fcam. tbo.tiU which*, <tog|pther 

" w,iih:the,wati;rorrofnr fauAt^o^.! and, wijat, 

*' i*ftvsd.injhfl w^ntfir-feafpn„ ii, fuSciciMW 
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** moll' wattr. in tbofo yttaia iriun tbe Lewnt 
*<'or ea&erly-wiiida.huio piwvailsd for > conti- 
" nuanoc; for by tfaeliMvinds only, thechMtll' 
** or mifti jtredrawn-hicfacr fromtlw fea. A' 
"' pcrtbnlUeson thofpobncar which, ihi* tre«' 
''' grows, who' is- appointed by the Co|incil' to 
"> taicecare of,itunlits.wueii, and is allowed' 
"' aboufe tO'Uw in, uHCh 4. certain (titiyi fit 
"I wwy da.y. dil^ibatcs to each Tamily of the- 
*<'diflri^ feven pots or vafleU.full of water, 
'*-bcfidM what be givc$4o th«p^inci{nl.peopte- 
'* of the ifland." 

Whcthbr the tree which yields, wattr at 
this ppcfent tit¥w be tbe farao as. that mentioned' 
io the above dtfcription, I caoRat ^etwaii ta 
determine, but it is. probable tbere has been a 
ffacceffion of ihem ; fop PiUiy, defcribing the 
I^ortuaatc Iflands, fays, " in themoantainS'Of 
'* Ombrion are trees, refennbHngpthe'pIawfe- 
" rula, from which water- may: be procured 
*" by pneffiire-; what comes from tbe blacIC 
** kind is bitter, but that which the white yields 
**> it fweet and potable^" 
■ TieBM yielding water «« notpecnljar.tothe 
ifland'Of EiKfTe, for travellers iDtorm^uc of one 
of the fame icind in the-ifland ofE St. Thoina?,' 
in' the' bight' op gulph cf Guinea^ In Cork- 
burn's Voyages we' find thefoUawtng account 
of « drofifing tree user iha-monntainsof Vera 
ftzv 'm America. 

•* 0» theraorntngi'ofrthifKfoiifth.dajcwe' 
"''flatiwoindna-largepiaini, where Wierc great 
*''nt)mb«r« oB fine deer; and in'lhe.iaiddlt; 
"'Aaqd'airce of iinufual Cnx, fpT«ading. its 
** branches over a-vafl^ compa&of groundi 
^ Ctirivfiiy Ittd tvvp^to itt we-iud'p«rceiiiedi' 
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" ■t.fonie diftance off, the ground about it (o 
•' be wet, at which we began to be fomewhat 
" furprired, as well knowing there had no rain 
*' fallen for near ii:[ months paft, according to 
** the certain coarfe of the feafon in that tati- 
" tude; that it wasimpoflibie tobeoccaAoned 
'• by the fall of dew on the tree, we were con- 
" vinced by ihc fun's having power to exhale 
" away all tnoifture of that nature a few mi- 
" nutcs after lis rifing. At lall, to our great 
*' amazement as well as joy, we faw water 
" dropping, or as it weredKlilling, faftfrom 
*' the end of every leaf of this wonderful {nor 
" had it been amifs if 1 had faid mijaculous) 
" tree ; at leafl it was fo wirh refpe3 to us, 
" who had been labouring four days through 
" extreme heat, without receiving ahe leaft 
" moiHure, and were now almoil eipinng for 
" the want of if. 

"We could rot help looking on (his as U-' 
*' quor fent from beavonio comfort and fup- 
" port OS under greatexiremily. Wecatched 
" what wecculdofit In our handS) and -drank 
" vrry pUnlit'uUy of it, .and liked iirfp well 
" that we could hardly prevail with, ourfelveti 
" togiveover, A matter of this nature coyld. 
" not but excite us lo make the flridell qbfer- 
" vations cDiHrerning it, and accordingly ivc 
" Haid under the tree near three hours, and. 
" found we could not fathom its body in fiy«i 
*:• dmis. We obferved ihle foil where it grew 
" to he very ilony; andj upon ihenicelt en- 
" quiry we could afteiwajds make, both of- 
" the natives of the countiy and the Spanifli 
" inhabitants, we could not learn ihere v»as 
" any fuch tree known throughout New Spain> 
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" nor perhaps all America over: btitldonot 
"■ relate this as a prod?gy in naiure, becaufe I 
" am not phiSofopher enough to afcribeany 
" natural caiife for it ; the learned may, pcf- 
" haps, gii« fubftanti^a! reafon in natut'e, for 
" what appeared Co us as a great and tnarvel- 
" lous fecret.". 

If I an^ not tnilTaktrr, there is only one pa- 
rifh church in the whole ifland, and no conii- 
derablciown. The port or atichoring-place I 
art not acquainted with, having never been 
there ; but am informed it is art open road, and 
bul'little frequented, exceptirig by boats and 
firialt barks. 

As I have now given feme defcription of all 
the Canary Iflandi, I fhall proceed lo defcribe 
the manners and cuftoms of ihe natives, their 
trade,- policy, &c. But before I enter on that 
fubjeS, it will not be improper to give tome 
acCountof iheiflands, rather rocks, cslled the 
Salvages ; becaufe by forme they are reckoned 
as 'part of the Canary Iflands. They lie 
iwenty-feven' leagues north from Poini Nagb 
in 'Tenerlfe. The chief ifland is high and 
roAy, 'and is about a'league in circumference. 
Three~6r four leagues fouth-W'efl from this 
iflaVid is another, which refembl^s the largeft 
Needle rock at the weft end of (he Ifle of 
Wighi. Between thofe iflands are many rocks 
and fands, fome of which are above and others 
under water; therefore it is dangerous. Tor 
thofe who are not well acquainted with thofe 
iflands, to approach them, except on the eaft: 
fide''bf''ilie gVcat ifland. I have failed paft it 
this way, within the diflance of a ftone's throw. 
People who come to tjiis ifland, anchor fome- 

VoL. II. F where 
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wbere on the Ibuih-caA fide. It produces tK>- 
thing but orchilla-weed. Here are great plenty 
of cormorants, or fca-fowh refembling them. 
Some barks and boats from the Canary Iflandi 
frequent the Sftlvigcs in the rummrr in queft 
of wrecks and thofe fcfl-fowU. They carch 
Ihe young in their nefls, kill and fait them, and 
then carry thera to Tenertfe for fale. The 
Salvages, though uninhabited, belong to the 
Portuguezc, who reckon them as dependent on 
the ifland of Madeira, and although they 
fcarcely ever vifit them, yet they will not al- 
low the Spaniards to gather orchilla-wccd there. 
Some years ago a few HChermcn went thither 
in a bark from Ten erife, in queft of wrecks; 
but not finding any, they went aftiore and ga- 
thered about h»lf a ton of orchilla-weed. 
When this was known at Madeira, the Porlu- 
gueze made complaint thereof to the Gover- 
nor-general of the Canary Iflands, and would 
not be fatisfied till the poor maHer of the bark 
was thrown into prifon, where he remained a 
long time. The Portugueze, in this affair, 
behaved fomewhat like the Englitli, who will 
neither be at the trouble to catch fifli in what 
they call (heir own feas, nor fuffer others to 
catch them, without complaining of it us 
matter of tranfgrelTion. 
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CHAR XIV. 



Of the Nalhei of Canaria, Tenerife, Palma, 
Gtmera, and Hierrt; tbeir Ptrjaiti, Drejt^ 
and Bui/dingi. 

WE have already fiiewn, in the Hiftory of 
the DiCcpverj and Conqaeft of thefe 
illands, who wcr^ ihe firA inhabirants thereof, 
and in what manner the Spaniard) and Other 
Europeans incorporaEed with ihem, To as chat 
thefe difierenc nations became at length one 
people. 

The defcendants of this mingled nation are 
now deoominaied Spaniards, and ufe no other 
language than the Callillian : the gentry fpeak 
it in perfefiion, but the pes fan ts, who inha- 
bit the remote pans of the iflands, in a raan- 
iKr almofl tinintelligible lo {Irangers; their 
pronunciation being fuch as not unaptly to be 
compared to a man talking with fomething in 
his mouth. 

The natives here are of a fpare habit of 
body, middle iized, tolerably well ihaped, 
have good features, and complexions more 
deeply fwarlhy than thofe of the natives of the 
fouthern pans of Spain: but they have fine 
Urge fparkhng black eyes, which give a viva- 
dty and dazzling tullre to the countenance, 
infomuch thai in my opinion there are as many 
faandfome people to be found here (in propor- 
F 2 tion 
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tion to the number of inhabitants) as in Eng- 
land. For the EngUfh, though excelling all 
the people I have Teen in finenefs and freftinefs 
of complexion, yet their cogntenances in ge- 
neral are dull and unmeaning, when compared 
with ihofe of the natives of the Canary Iflands : 
yet, upon the whole, it tnuft be owned that 
the old people here Took more like demons 
than (he human kind. 

The peafints are cloathed after the modern 
faihion of rhe Spaniards, which is much the 
fame with- the habit of the common people in 
England, only with, this diScreqce, thai here 
the natives, when dreflcd, wear long cloaks 
inflead of upper coats ; but the peafants of Ca- 
naria ufe, inilead of ihe cloak, an- upper gar- 
ment faftened abojit rhe middle by a fafti or 
girdle. This garment is white, long, and nar- 
row, having a neck like an Engl iih- riding-coat, 
and is made of the wool of their own Iheep. 
AU ihe lower fort of people in ihefe iflands 
wear iheir own hair, which is black, and ge- 
nerally biifhy; they let it grow to a great 
lei^glh, and, when they drefs, comb it out in 
fuch a manner, that the faihion of wearing - 
hair at prefent here, fcems to be the fame as 
thai which prevailed in England in the reign 
of King James I. They luck (he hair of the 
right fifie of the head behind Ihe rif;ht ear. 

The gentlemen, inflead of their own hair, 
wear while perukes, whith form an odd con- ' 
trad to their dufky complexions. They never 
put on their perukes, upper coats, or Iwords, 
but whetv they pay formal vifits, walk in pro- 
cefllon9, or go to church on high feftivaU : at 
other limes Jheir habit is a linen night-cap 
bordered 
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bordered or ruffled with tamtriclc or lace, and 
■aboveif a broad-brimhifd hat flouched, and, 
inftead of a coal, a,long wide cambiet cloak of 
a r»ifin or black colocr. They never wear an 
>ipper coat wiihout a fw'ord, and generally 
walk wiih the hat tinder ihe aim. 

The women of the lower rank wear on 
their heads a coarfe linen gauze, which falls 
down upon their ftioulders; they pin it to- 
gether imder the chin. To (hat the lower part 
ierves as a handkerchief to cover tlie'neck and 
brearts. Above this (when ihey go abroad) 
they wear a broad-brimmed iiat {Touched, to 
(heller their faces from- the fttii ; and on their 
fhoulders'-a mahlle of baife, flannel, or fay. 
They life no (tayi, but inlUid of [hem a fhort 
tight jackt, heed before. They wear many 
petticoats, which make them appear uncom- 
monly bulky i but the poor people who live in 
towm, wear veils when they walk the fVreets; 
thefc aVe made of Mack fay, and in the form 
of two petttcqals, one above' the other: whin 
they go abroad, (hey take the upper fold and 
bring it oter the' head, wrapping it fo clofe 
about them ihkt no part of the lace is feeii > 
but one eye ; thos they behold every body they 
' meet, without being known, for ail their veils 
are of the fame colour and Huff, except thoie 
of the ladies, which are made of filk. 

In Santa Cruz in the ifland of Tcncrife, arid 
in the city of Palmas in Canaria, fome of the 
mofl faih'onable ladies go abroad in their 
chariots, dreffed afier the modes of the 
French and Englifli ; but none walk the 
llreeis unveiled, yet Ihe ladies now-a-days 
F 3 wear 
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wear ihcm fo opeo, that any body may dif- 
cover.ihe whole face, (he neck, and even a part 
of the breaAs. The young ladies wear no cap 
or any thing elfe on their heads, but have their 
line long black hair plaited, tucked up behind, 
and laid on the crown of the head, where it is 
Aliened bya gold comb. They wear noftays, 
but light ihort jackets, like the common peo- 
ple, only with this difference, that they arc 
made of finer ftufT; they alio wear mantles of 
fcarlet cloth or fine white flannel, laced with 
gold or lilver. The moft expensive pan of 
iheir drefg is their bracelets, necklaces, ear- 
rings, and other jewels. 

In there illands there are fcarcely to be ftta 
even among people of the firll rank, either a 
man or woman who walks with an eafy and 
graceful air. This imperfeSion is owing to 
nothing elfe than their going abroad almoft 
conflanily veiled, or covered with long cloaks,, 
lb that the women are not known, confequcnt- 
\y they care not how they walk ; and the mens 
motions are hid by their long cloaks: when 
they lay them afide, and drefs in upper coals, 
and wear fwords, canes, and perukes, wiiJi 
theif hats under their arms, they make the 
moft Aiff, awkward, and ridiculous appearance 
imaginable.- 

Those people who have been bred in Eng- 
land, mufl not expe^ to find fuch cleanlinefs 
of pcrfon every where abroad, as in their own 
, country, efpecially among ibe lower fort of 
people. Here the poor are remarkably loufy, 
and are not afhamed of it, for the women may 
be feen fitting at the doors of their houfes 
picking the lice out of one another's heads. 
The 
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The ilch b common among all ranks, and 
they take no [uins to curi; it. 'f he fame may 
be faid of venereal diforders, alihough cliis lall 
diftctnper U not quiie to genera! ai ihe firft. 
The food of the common people in the 

-country ii generally goffio, Iruit, and wine, 
with falt-filh, which is biought to ihofe iflands 
fpom the coall: ol' Barbary in great abundance. 
Some thinks lltat the itch, fo trequeiit here, is 
owing to the natives eating fo much of that 
(ood. Frefh (ifli in the fummer is tolerably 
plenty, but at other times more fcarce and 

' dear. I need not here defcritie the food of iho 
gentry, becaufe in alt countries- they live oa 
ihe belV. 

The houfeioF the peafanis and IO'*er fort 
of people are of one flory, and built of floiie 
and lime: the roofs are either thatched or 
tiled. Thefe houfes are generally neatTXom- 
modious, and clean ; indeed there Js liltle dirt 
orduftifl thefe iflands to. make them nally, 
becaufe the ground is mollly rocky, and, by 
reafon of the almoR continual fine weather, is 

■ rarely wet. The walls of the houfes here are 
built of llone and lime, the roofs are covcratf 
with pantiles, and the beams, rafters, and 
floors are all of pines. Tiiofe of peopSe of 
rank are two ftaries high, (our-fquare, with' 
an open court in the raiddie, much like our' 
public inns in England, having, like, them,, 
balconies- on the infiiie of each- fquare of the 
houTe, and which are en a level with the floor 
of ihe fecond ftory. The ftreel-door is placed 
in- the middle of the front of the houfe; with- 
in that door is afccond; ihe fpace between' 
tjtem is Ihe breadth of the tooms of the houfe : 
F 4 thi>' 
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this place is called La Cafa Puerta, the uiler 
door of which is generally open all day Icng, 
and fiiut in the evening. When you enter the 
inner door of ihe cafa pueria, you come to the 
Patio, or courtyard, which is large or (mult 
according to the fize of the houfe, and is ge- 
nerally paved with flags, pebbles, or fome o- 
therftones. In the centre of ihecourt, is a 
fquare or circular flone wall, of about the 
height of four feet, filled with earth, in which 
are commonly planted banana, orange, or o- 
ther fort of trees. All the Iowcf flory of eac;b 
quarter of the houfe, are nore-rooms or eel- 
lars. The Rain leading te the Iccond Horj', 
generally commence at the right or left hand 
' corners, next the door of the court as one en- 
ters it, and conHH of two flights of fteps,. 
which lead into the gallery,- from whence one 
may have accefs to any quarter of the fecosd 
flory, without going through the cooms of any 
of them. The principal apartments afe com- 
monly in that quarter of tlie houfe facing the 
ftreet, which contains a hall, with an' apart- 
ment at each end thereof. Thefe rooms are 
the whole breadth of the quarter, and the hall 
isjuflas long again as any of the apartments 
at its extremiiies. The windows of thefe 
rooms are formed of wooden laltices, cutioufly 
wrought, and are all in the outfide wall, none 
of them looking inwards to the court. In the 
middle of the front quarter cf fome gieat 
houfes, on the outfide above the gate, and 
equal with the floor of the fecond ftory, is a 
balcony ; fome have a gallery running from 
one end of the quarter to the other : but this, 
is not common on the out0de of the houfe. 
The 
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The apartments arcall whtte-waflied ; thofe 
stihe exiremiii'eaof the great hall, and fome 
of the retV, are liried with fine mats, to about 
(he height of five tect from the floor, which 
is fohieiimes covered with ihe fatne (lufF. The. 
fides of the windows oi all the rooms are lin- 
ed with boards, (o prevent people's cloaths- 
from being wliitened by ihe lime, becauTe the- 
window is the place where they commonly fit, 
there being benches on each fide ot" it for that 
purpofe ; and a ftranger is always conduced to- 
Ihe window by the mafter of the houfe, wlien^ 
he intends "to fhew him refpeS. The Jnfide 
of the walUof the great hall, and of fOme of 
the reft of the apartmems, is hung wi;h paint- 
ings, which are reprefeniat^ons of (he Virgin,, 
the twelve apollles, fainls, and martyrs, ge- 
nerally drawn as big as the life, and diftin-- 
guilhcd by fome particniar circumftance of 
their hillury; for inflance, St. Peter is repre- 
fcnted looking at a coirk and weepmg, a great 
bunch of keys hanging at his girdle. St, An-- 
thony, as presching to the fillies. I do not 
remertiber to have I'een one pr'ofnria pifture in., 
any of the rfttives hoilfes, nor even a map.. 
They feldom ufe cnttains to their beds in ihefc 
illands, looking on ihem as receptacles for> 
bligg? and fleas, which abound and multiply 
here exceedingly. What ihey chiefly ufe are 
maltrelies, which they fpread on the ffborupon 
fine mats: htfides the bed-linen, ihere is a 
blanket, and above that a filk quilt ;. ihe (heet,, 
pillows, and quilt are generally fringed, or 
p'nked in the very fame tnanner as the fhrtjud 
for. a. dead corpfe in fome narts of Europe, 

F 5. is. 
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ly s particular aparlmenl in evcrjr haute 
there is a place raifed a Hep higher than ihe 
floor, which is covered with mats or carpets; 
there the women commonly ilt together upon 
culhions, do their domeftic bufinefs, and re- 
ceive vifits from their own Tex. 



CHAP. XV. 



Of the Manner/, Cu/iomi^ and Geniat of iht 
Nativti of Canaria, finefift^ PalmOy Go- 
mere^ andHierro. 

TH E nacii-es of thefe iflands, alihough 
iheir deportment is grave, are extreme- 
ly quick and feufible. The women are re- 
tnarkable for their vivacity and fprighily con- 
verfation, which far exceeds that of the French, 
Englifli, or other northern nations. This a- 
greeable lively humour is not peculiar to the 
inhabitants of thofc iflands, but is common 
t« thofe of the temperate countries, particu- 
larly the northern part of Africa, as I ihall 
hftve occafion to meniion in the account whiqh 
I intend to give of that country. 

The Baron de Montefquieu has been very 
particular in telling tis what effea the air and 
climate has upon 'he temper and genius of the 
inhabitants of different countries ; but although 
no alitntivc travtller tan erer be perfuaded to 
agree wiih hini in his noticns of thefe thingi, 
yet we may venture to aflert with truth, that 
the 
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tlic natives of the temperate climates are na- 
turally endowed with more fenfe, penetration,. 
and qiikknefs of apprehenfion, than thofe of 
the countries fttuated tothe foythward or 
northward of them : for, to whatever caufe it 
may be owing, it is certain, that the northern' 
nations. Blacks and Indians, are a heavy,, 
phlegmatic, and ftupid people^ when cotnpar- 
ed with the Libyans, Arabs, Spaniards, and . 
Canariiins : hut this difFtrence cannot be fo 
well obfervedj as in fucli of ihefe people as- 
have-not had theadvaniages of (Education, but-. 
are left entirely (o nature. 

The great families in ihofe iffands would be 
highly offended, if any one (hould tell ihemj 
that they are defcended from the iVIoors, or 
even the ancient inhabitants of ihefe illands;: 
yet t imagine it wtnili't be no difficult matter 
to prove, that moll of their ami^ible cufloms 
have been banded down to them from ihoCe- 
people, and that they h-ave inherited little elle 
irom the Goihic fide, but barbarity. Yet the- 
Canarian gentry, and all the Spaniards, arc 
proud of being thought to have defcended from < 
the Goths. 

The gentry of ihefe iflands boaft much of 
. their binh, and with reafon;. for they are de- 
fcended from fome of *he befl families in Spain. 
It is faid that the Count of Gomcra is the 
true heir to the honours of ihe houfeof Me^ 
dinaCeli*i but is not able to aflert his juft 
title, becaufe of the great influence the pre- 
fent Duke lias »t the court of Msdr^d, from 

* The Duke of this name, is one of the Gnn- 
ikes of Spainr 

hii^ 
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hij imcncnre fortune. The gentry here ha»« 
fome privileges, which 1 csnnoi Ipecifv., but 
they are tiifling. I remember when a ScotS' 
Gentleman of family, a phyfieian in CanarJa,. 
wanted (o obtain the rank of nobility, in ih^t 
tdaod, he was obliged to produce a certificate 
from h!j native country, thai there never bad: 
been a butcher, taylor, miller, or porter iO' 
his family. This was not difficult to procure^ 
29 he came from a len^otc part of the High- 
lards of Scotland, where very few follow any 
handicraft. It is not to be wondered at, that- 
the proftlTion of a butcher Ihould not be ef- 
leemed, or ihat of a laybr, uhicb laft is ». 
profeflion raiher too effemiDatc for men to be- 
employed in; but why millers and porters- 
ihould be held in contempt, i$"hard lu ima- 
gine ; efpecially the former, who are an in- 
offerifive fet of men, and abfolutely neccfTary.- 
in almofl every country: it is true, indeed,. 
'that here they are great thieves, for each fa- 
mily fends its own corn to the mid, where,, 
uniefsit.is narrowly looked after, the miller- 
tenerally makes an bandfome toll. I have- 
Been informed; that when any criminal is to 
fuffer death, and the proper executioner hap- 
pens be out of the way, the officers of jufttcc 
may feiz,e the firfl bunjier, miller, or porter. 
they can find, and compel him to. perform that. 
difagreeable office. 

I REMEMBiR that once when I touched at 
tbe ifland of Gomera, to procure frelh watcr^ 
I hired fome miferable poor ragged fifliermen 
to fill our water cafks and bring them on board;, 
fome time after, I went to the watering-place ■ 
to fee what progrefs they had made, when I 
found. 
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found the cifti full, and all ready for lolling 
down to the beach, with the fifhermen Sand- 
ing by, conv«rfing together bs if they had 
nothing to do, l reprimanded tbem for their 
floth, in not difpatcbing the bufincfs I em- 
ployed ihem in ; when one of ihem, with a 
difdainful air, replied, '* What do you take 
** us to be. Sir ? do you imagine we are por- 
"ters? no, Sir, wear« feamen." Noiwith- 
fianding all my kitreaiiea, and promifes of re- 
ward, I could not prevail on any of them to 
put their hands to the callts to roll them to- 
the water-fide, but was obliged to hire por- 
ters. 

In another voyage I happened to hane fcve- 
ral Canarian feamen od board, among whonv 
was a boy from Palma, who had been a but- 
cher's apprentice or Tervant : the feamen would 
not eat with him for a long time, until I came 
to underhand it> when I obliged iliem to mefs 
all together, though my order was not obey- 
ed without much grunibliug ami diCcontetM. 

Another time, a patron of one of the 
Canary iilhing-boats came aboard our (hip, 
on ihe coaft of Bacbary, and breakfaSed with 
us; betides ourfelves, there were then at table 
a Jew (our interpreter) and a Moor; when 
the patron (or maAer of the bark) look me 
afide, and gravely reprimanded me for bring- 
ing him into fuch bad- company ; " For {ad- 
" ded he) although I am obliged by neceiliiy 
" to earn my bread by the fifhery on thia 
" coafl, yet I am an old ChriDian of clean 
" blood, and fcorn to fit in company with 
" many in San'a Cruz who are called Gcnile- 
" men, yet cannot clear chetnfelvei from the 
" charge 
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** charge of having a mixture of Jewilli and' 

•' MoorifliWood in their vein! " 

The gtniry ot ihcfe iflinds are commonly 
poor, yet extremely poliie and well bred. The 
pealanis and labouiing poor are not withouts 
confiJerable (hare of gno'd manners, arul-have 
little of ihii furly rufticiiy, which is fo com- 
mon among the lower kind of people in Krg- 
Und; yet tfiey do not feem to be abalhed or 
ofhamed in prefcnce of (heir fiiperiors. When 
a beggar alks alms of a gentleman, he ad'- 
drcffes him in this manner, " For the love of' 
" God, Sir, pleafe to give me half a rial."' 
If the other does not choofe 10 give htm any 
thing, he replies in a civil manner, " May 
" vour worlhip excufe mc, for the love of 
*' God." The fervants and common people 
Me cxceflivety addiSed to pilfering, for which 
ihey are feldcm oiherwife punilhed, than by 
being turned oR, beaten when deteded, or im~ 
prifoncil for a (hort time. Robberies are ftl- 
dom or ever 'commit ted here; but murder >i 
more common than in England, the natives o( 
thefe iflands being add i3ed to revenge. 1 de 
not rcmembtr to 'have heard of any duels a> 
mongthem, for ihey cannot comprehend how 
a man's having courage to fightj can atone 
for the injury he hath done his antagonift. 
The confequence of killing a man here, is 
that the niurdcrer Ricy to a church for refugcj 
until he can find an opportunity to cfcape out 
of the country: if he had been g«aily pro- 
voked or injured by ihe decealed, and did not 
kill him pfcmediiatety, or in cold blood, he 
will find every body ready to aflill him in his 
cndeavoure to efcape, exceptthe near relations 
ef. 
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flf the murdeTed perfon. Nevertheleri quir- 
kU are not fo frequent here as in England ^ 
which may in part be owing to tb« fktaJ con> 
(equences they ace attended with, or tke want 
of coffee-houfes, taverns, or other public 
bowfes ; and Mo by reafon^ of the temperance 
of the gentry in drinliing, and ibeir polite be^ 
ha^iour, with the bttk iateccourfc ibareis a- 
mong theni. 

The common people do not fight togefhef 
in public like the Englifli; but it' one perfon 
offends another. To as to put him in a violent 
paflion, (he injured pariy^ if he is able, takes 
vengeance on the aggrelfor in the bell manner 
he can, wi4hout regard to what we call, fair 
play, until fuch time as he think» he haagot 
fufucient faiisfadlon of his body equal to. the 
injury received : but quarrelling in public u 
looked on as highly indecent, and therefore 
does riot often bappeni. 

The natives of ihefs iflands are temperate 
IB their eating and drinking. If a gentleman 
was to be feen drunk in public, it would be a 
lading (lain on his reputation. I am inform- 
ed, that the evidence of a man who can be 
proved a drunkard, will not be taken in a court 
oFjuflice ; therefore. all people here, who have 
a Urong inclination to wine, lliut tbemfelves 
up in their bed-cbambers, drink their 611 
there, then get into bed and deep it off. 

The gentry are extremely litigious, and 
generally entangled in intricate and cndlefs 
kiw-fuits. ] happened to be in a Notary's 
ofnce, in the ifland of Gomera, where ob- 
serving huge bundles of papeis piled upon the 
AeWes, I enquired of the Notary if it was 
poffible 



rjS THE HISTORY OF 
polTible that all the iaw-bulinefs of that little 
lOand could fwell ro fuch a quanriry of wiit- 
ings? be replied, that he had almoft twice as 
much piied iip in two cellars^ and faid there 
was anotneror his profcflion in ihefameT>Iace, 
who had as much if not more bufinefs than 
himfelf. 

People of all ranks in ihefe iHandsare of 
an amorous difpolition; their noiiotis of lov« 
areiomewhat romantic, which may be owing 
to the want of innocent freedom between the 
fexes; yet I never could obfefve thai the na*- 
tives here arc more jealous than the Engtffll 
er French, although they have been fo repre.- 
frnted by ihofe nations. The truth of the 
mailer is, that in every country, cuflom has 
eftabiifhed between the fexes, certain bounds 
of decency and deeoru-m, beyond which no 
perfon will go, without a bad intention; for 
inftaiice, freedoms are taken with women in 
France, which are there reckoned innocent i 
but would not be fuffered by ladies in England, 
who have any regard for their virtue or repu- - 
tation : again, in England virtuous women al- ' 
low men to ufe fucb freedoms wilh them, as 
HO virtuous woman in ihefe iflandscouid bear 
with: yet in France there are no more loofe 
women, in proportion to the number of in-^ 
habitants, than in the Canary Iflands. 

Young people here fall in love at fight, 
without having the lealV acquaintance with 
the beloved objeS. When ihe parlies agree- 
to marry, and find their patents averfe to their 
union, they inform the Curate of the parilh 
of the affair, who goes to the houfe where 
the girl lives, demands her of her parents or 
guardians, . 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 137' 
guardlanst and endeavours to bring ihem to a- 
gree to her marriage^ but if ihey will not be 
perfuaded to give their confcni, he lakes her 
away berore their faces without their being 
able to hinder him, anil deposits her in a nnn- 
nery, or with fome of her relations, until he 
marries them. 

I AM ijiFormed that it is not uncommon for 

. a lady here 10 fend to a man, and make him 

, an offer of her perfon in an honourable way; 
if he does not ihink proper to accept of her 
ofier, he keeps it fecref till death ; if he fhould 
do oiher.wife, he would be looked upon by alt' 
people, in the maU. detellable and defpicable 

. light. Young men are not permipied to courl; 
young girls, when they have no intention to 
marry them ; for if a. woman can prave that 

. a man has, in the .leafl inflance, endeavoured 
to win ber afie^ions, 0\e can oblige him (» 

-ixiarry her. 

[ DO not remember to ha*e ever failed from 
the Caaary Illands, without beiag Urongl.y 
mipoftunfd to, allow young feltaws to embark 

vViilh tne, w bo were .under promife of marriage 

-.^nd wanted JO for fake their miflrefles. Ire- 
member to have fcen 3 man at Orotava, who 

■ fome years before, had lived at Gomera, where 
he courted a girl, and g.ained her content to be 
his wife; but fuddenly repenting of what he 
had done, and finding no other means of get- 
ting away fiom her, he took the advantage of 
the ficfl weflerly wind, and boldly embarked 
in an open boat, without oars, fails, or rud- 
der, and launched into the ocean ; he vvas 
driven before the wind and feas for two days 
and nights, when at laA he drew near the 
rocky 
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rocky fhore adjaccnr to Adehe in Tencrife, 
where he muft have periftjcd, had ii not beeiv 
fof fome fifherraen, who perceiving his 'boa! , 
went off, and brought her to a fafe harbour. 

This law, obhging peepie to adhere to 
iheir love-engagements, like many orhergood 
laws, is abuTad ; for by means. of it, loofe 
women, who have n6i loft their reputation,, 
eften lay fnares to entrap the (infiple and un- 
wary; and worthlefs ambitious young mcil 
form defigns upon ladies fortunes, without hav- 
ing rhe lead regard for their perfons : alihoiigh 
i» mud be owned ihere are few mercenary 
lovers in (his part of the world, their nolions- 
of ihit paflion being too refined and roman- 
tic to admit the idea of making it fubfervient 
to intereft or ambition. 

A YOUNG lady in one of thefe iflands felh 
deeply in loTC with a gentleman, and ufed e- 
^r«ry art the was mifirefs of to captivate hia 
•heart, but in vain j at taft, being hurried on 
by the violence of her pallion, which render- 
ed her quite defperate, (he made ufe of (he 
following ftratagem to oblige him- to marrji 
her. She profecuted him upon a promife of 
marriage, which flie pretended be had made 
lo her, and foborned witneffes who fwore they 
had feen him in bed with her. The evidence 
appeared fo clear to the court, (bat, without 
the leaft hefitalionj it gave a fenlence for the 
plaintiff, compelling the defendant to marry 
her. With this unjuft fentence he was oblig- 
ed to comply, though wiih the utmoftrcRret ; 
for as the kdy had fhcwn fo Utile regard for 
her reputation, as to fwear fafly ro her own 
&ame^ he could look upon her in no other 

lighf^ 
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light, than [hat of a-^loofc and abandoned 
woman : however be was agreeably difappotni- 
cd, and had all poiEble reafon to believe flie 
uas a virgin. Being amazed at her (Grange 
condu3, he entreated her lo unravel ihe myf- 
leryoF her unaccountable behaviour ; " For 
" (faid h«) you mud be renfible that I am in- 
" noceni of what you have fworn againll me." 
She franlcly owned the whole aSair, and ad- 
ded for an excufe, that Ihe would rather have 
lived in hell, than not, to have obtained ibe 
obje3 of her love Upon this declaration he 
generoufly forgave her, iutd ihty afterwards 
lived happily together. 

Generally fpeaking, there are tnore ui;- 
happy marriages here, than in ihofe countrici 
where young people have more accefsto be 
acquainted wUh one another's difpofuionabe- 
fore they agree to live together for life. In 
countriM where innocent freedoms fubllfl be- 
tween the fexes, lovers arc generally not lb 
blinded with palTlon, that they cannot perceive 
their millrefles are mortal, and partake of hit- 
man frailty, conl^uently refolve to put up 
with Tome failing* ; but this thought never 
enters into the inuginaiion of a romanitc 
lover. 

GeNTLF-MEH here get up by day-break, or 
at run-rifuig, and conunonly go to church focm 
after, lo hear mafs ; at eight or nine in thi 
morning ihey bfeakfaft on chocolaie. The 
ladies feldom go to mil's before ten o'clock in 
the forenooi»; but the women-fcrvants gene- 
rally atieiid it about fun-rifing. At Ihe eleva- 
tion of Ihe hofl, which is commonly a little 
before noon, ihe bells toll, when all the. mA 
wha 
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who happen to be in ihe flreets, or wiihin 
bearing, take off their hats, and fay, •* la- 
" dore thee and pralfe thee, body and blood 
" of our Lord Jcfus Chrift, Ihed on the tree 
** of the crofs, lo wafli the fins of the w6rl(J," 
At noon every body goes home lo dinner, 
when all the flreet-doors are fhitt until three 
in the afternoon. In gentlemen's houfes, the 
firll difli which is put'on ihe tahfe contains 
foup, made of bee*, mutton, pork, bacon, 
carrots, turnips, potatoes, peas, onions, faf< 
fron, &c. all (tewed together: when it is 
poured into the diih, they put in it ihinllicc»- 
of bread— The fecond courfe confiftsof roall- 
ed meat, &c. The third is the oiio, or' in- 
gr-edientsof which the foup was made. Aft«r 
which comes the deferi, conrifting of fruit 
and fweetmeats. The company drink freely 
of wine, or wine end water, aH the lime of 
dinner ; hut no wine after the cloth is remov- 
ed. When they drink to one bnother, they 
fay, " Your healtli, Sir;'* or, " Miulam, 
" yourhealih," The anfwer is, " Mayyou 
" live a thoufand years;" and Ibmetimei, 
*' Much good may it do you." Immediately 
after dinner, a large heavy, {hallow, {iiver 
difli, filled wiih waier, is pur upon the table, 

■ when the whole company all at once put their 

■ hands into the water, and wjifli ; after which' 
a fervant ftands at the lower end of the table, 
and repeats ihe fcllowing benediSion, " Blcf- 

- *' fed and praifed be ihe moft holy facrament 
" of the altar, and ihe clear and pure con- 
" ceptionof the moil holy Virgin, conceived 
*' in grace f. om the fir/1 inflanC of her ratu- 
V ral exiftcnce. Ladies and gentlemen, much 
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" -good mav it do you." So making a low 
bow 10 the company, tie retires; when ihey 
rife, and each goes to his apanmeut, (o take 
a nap for about an hour; this is calied the Si- 
efto) and is very b^i^^ficial in a warm climate; 
for after one awakes from it, he findu himfelf 
refrefhed and fit logo about his affairs with 
fpirit: yet tl»e medical gentlemen here con- 
demn thi5 curtom, and fay it it pernicious to 
the conflituiion; but how can a thing be pre- 
judicial to health, that nature compels a /nan 
lo? for in hot countries there is no avoiding a 
fliort nap af'ier dinner, without doing violence 
to nature, efpecially where people get up by 
day-break, 

The gentry feldom give an entertainment 
without having a Friar for one of ihe guefts, 
who is generally the Confeflbr to fome of the 
family. Some of ihefe people, on thofe oc- 
caQons, take, mocfa upon them, and behave 
with great freedom, or rather ill manners; 
yet the mailer of the houfe and his guefls do 
not choofe to rebuke ihem, but let them have 
their own way. I happened once to go to 
dine >at a gentleman's houfe in one of the 
iflands, when a Franeifcan Friar was one of 
the guerts ; we hid .fcarce begun to eal, when 
the Friar afted me if I was a Chriftlan ? I re- 
plied, " Ihopefo." Then he defired me to 
repeal the Apoftles Creed, - I anfwered, that ■ 
I knew nothing, about it. Upon this heAared ■ 
mefull in the face, and faid, " O thou black, , 
" afs !" I aftod him what he meaniby treat- ■ 
iog me in that manner? he anfwered only by 
repeating the fame abufe. The maAer of the ' 
houfe endeavoured, but Jn vain, to perfuade 
him 
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him to give over. As at that time I did aot 
uiKlcrftand Spanifli fo well as to exprefs myfelf 
fluently, I rofe up, and told the mafter of the 
faoiifc, 1 Taw he was not able to proied me 
from infults at bis own table: then uking my 
hat, I went away. 

In the morning and evening vifits, gucft* 
are prefenied wiih chocolate and Iweetmeais ; 
but in the fummerevcnin|^ with fnow-water. 
People here flip between eight and nine^ and 
retire to reft Toon after. 



CHAP. XVL 



Of the Amufimentf of the Inbabilanli of the 
Canary IJJandti and oftbt State of Learning 
among them, 

EA C H of the Canary Iflands, and every 
town or village in it, has fomc particular 
faint for its patron, whofe day is celebrated as 
a feflival by a particular fervice in the church, 
where a fermon is preached in honour of the 
faint. 

On thcfeoccafions the ftreet near the church 
is flrewed with leaves of trees, flowers, &c. 
a great number of wax tapers are lighted, and 
a confiderable quantity of gun-powder expend- 
ed in fire-works. The money neceffary for 
defraying the expence of thele feftivals, is 
commonly raifed by a contribution among the 
parilhionerG. On the eve of that day there is 
generally 
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generall)' a kind of fair, to which the people 
of the adjacent country Hock, and fpend the 
gr^ateft part of Ihe night in jollity and dancing 
to the found of the guittar, accompanied by 
the voices of the dancers, and of thofe who 
play on that idSrument. Many forts of dancea 
are pra:3Wed here, particularly Zarabanda and 
Folias, which are flow dances ^ the tune they 
always play to the laft-mentioned, ii the fame 
with that which we call Joy to great Cicfar, 
&c. The quick dances are the Cinario, 
Fandango, and Zapateo : the RfH of ihefe was 
the dance ufed by the ancient Canariani; the 
Second is that which is now moflly praSifed by 
the vulgar ; and the lail is much the fame with 
our hornpipe. 

Some of ihefe dances may be called dra- 
matic, for the men ling verfes to their part- 
ners, who anfwer them in the fame manner. 
Thcfe iHancters have commonly excellent 
voices, and there are but few of them who 
cannot play on the guitiar. 

On the feaft of the tutelar faints of Cana- 
ria, Tenerife, and Palma, plays are afled in 
the flreett for the amufement of the multi- 
tude; but as the performers afc not a3ors by 
profcHlon, being fame of the inhabitants of 
the place, who have a natural turn that way, 
itcannot be expe£led they (hould attain to any 
degree of excellence in thefc exhibitions. 

Every bmily of eminence has its particu- 
lar faint or patron, to whofe honour a feflival 
is held at a great ezpence : on fuch occalions 
the gentry vie with one another in coftly en- 
tertainments and fplcndor. 

Thb 
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The diverfions among the vulgar, befides 
finging, playing on the guittar, and dancing, 
are wrclliing, cards, quoits, and throwing & ■ 
ball through a ring, which is placed at a great 
diftance off. 

The gentry frequently take ihc aironhorfe- 
back: and the ladies, when obliged to travel, 
ride on aflesj and ufe, inftead of a fiddle, a " 
fort of chair, which is veryeommodiou). The 
principal roads in ihcfe iflands, are paved with 
pohhle flonea of ihe fame kind, with ihofe ufed 
in the ftreMs of London. 

There are a few chnridts in the city of 
Palmas in Cansria, the town of Santa Cruz, 
and the city of Laguna in Tenerife ; htit they 
are kept more for (hew than utility, for the 
roads here are fteep and rocky, and therefore 
unfit for wheel- carriages: iliey are all drawn 
by mules. 

The pcafants, efpecially thofe of Gome^ ' 
ra, have an art tof leaping from'rock to rock, 
wlien they travel ; the method is this : a man- 
carries a long pole or ftaff, wirh an iron-fpike 
at the- end of it ; and when -he wants to de^ 
fcend from one roCk to'anfether, he aims the 
point of his pole-at the place wher-t he intends - 
to light, 'thrcws himfelf towards it, and pitches 
the end of the pole fo as to bring it lo a per- 
pendicular, and then Aides down gently upon 
it to the ground. 

The Errgiifh and other foieigtifirs m -the 
Canary Iflarids, comf^ain much of the Wrfnt'' ■' 
of good phyfieiatisandfurgedHs, and'not with- 
out caufej for what other reafoncan fee affign- " 
cd for the natives being fo over-run with the - 
itch 
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itch and venereal diforiiers, which might be 
fo eatily eradicated ? 

The direafca moft predominant here, be- 
tides the above mentioned, are the TabardiU 
la, or fpotted fever; and the Flatos, a windjr 
dilbrder afFeSing the bowels, (lomach, ana 
head. The palfy is frequent here, and prevails 
jDoflly among the aged. The ague is a difor- 
der peculiar to the illand of Gomera, for it 
is fcarcely known in ihe other iflands. A few 
of the natives are afHi3ed with the Icprofy : as 
it is reckoned incurable, there is an hofpital at 
Gran Canaria, fet apart for the reception of 
the unhappy fufFerets by that loathfome dlf- 
temper. The moment a man of fortune is 
adjudged to be a leper, his whole eSeSs are 
feized for the ufe of the horpital, ^yitfaout leav- 
ing any part for the fupport of his family: 
but poor people who are inteSed with thiedif- 
order, are left to fubflft the. belt way they 
can, or perilh in the llreeis. The Diredors 
of the hofpitul are the fole judges of the le- 
' P'^'Vi from whole determtnaiian there is no 
appeal. 

The children here are taught in the con- 
vents reading, writing, Latin, arithmetic, lo- 
gic, and fome other branches of philofaphy, 
Greek is never learned here, not even by the 
lludcnts^ in divinity. The Latin authors which 
fcholars read are the dailies. 

Hapf£Nixg to be in company with one of 
the moft learned fludents of all the iflands, he 
examined me particularly concerning the date 
of learning in England, asd what branch of it 
was moll in elteem there : after fatisfying him 
in thofe particulars, I enquired in my turn 
VouII. O what 
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what fludtn prevailed in thefe iflinds ; he re- 
plied, that jurifpnidence and logic were thofe 
moft efteemed, but chiefly the latter, which 
was his favourite ftudy. When he Found I had 
not learned it, be rcprimancled me tor want 
of lafle, and informed me that mycountrjr- 
num Duns Scotus was the beft logician that 
ever the world produced. 

The fumvei of the Canary lAaDds have a 
genius for poetry, and compofe verfes of dif- 
ferent meafures, which they fet to mufic. I 
have fccn fome Tongs there, which would be 
Kreatiy cfteetned in any country, where a tafte 
for poetry prevails. I once had in my poiref- 
fion fome fatirical verfes, compofed by the 
Marquis de San Andr6, of Tencrife, which 
were moft excellent, and inferior to none I 
have yet feen, although he was no lefs than 
feveoty-five years of age when he wrote 
them. 

The books moft commonly read by the 
laity, are the lives of faints and martyrs. 
Thefe performances are ftuffed with legends 
and curious fables. Thomas a Kempis and 
the Devout Pilgrim are in every library here, 
and are much admired. The firft of ihefe is 
fo well known in England, that I have no oc- 
callon to fay any more of it. The Devout 
Pilgrim is a delcription of a journey to the 
Holy Land, with an account of every (hjng 
there worthy of a pilgrim's notice ; to which 
. are added particular inltrudions and advice to 
thofe who undertake that journey. As our 
Methodiff s and other religious fe3s in England 
look on the Roman Catholics, as a people void 
of fuch fort of piety as they value themfelve* 
upon. 
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upoiij tmd of which (hey make their boaft^ 
although irconfifts in nothing elfc than high- 
founding words -, I fay, becaufe they defpife 
the Roman Catholics, let them read the Ibt- 
lowing extras from the Devout Pilgrim: 

Our author having given dircflions to thofe 
who may be defirous to undertake a journey to 
the Holy Land, fcls the example of two pil- 
grims before their eyes, which, fays he, yoa 
ought to copy. " One of thefe pilgrims, 
•* after having vifited the greater part of ihe 
*' holy places, came to the mod holy mount 
" of Calvary, Sctir^g himfelf in that moft 
" precious ard holy place, with a moft fervent 
" and companionate love, beheld atid contem- 
*' plated Chnft our Redeemer, faftencd and 
« hanging on the crofs, (hedding his blood 
" through the five divine fountains of feet, 
*' hands,and fide, his whole body wounded, and 
■" his divine head crowned with thorns, and re- 
" dining in ihe fame pofture it was in, when 
*• he faid. It is finished: with copious tear* 
" and contrition for his fins, he greatly bc- 
" moaned himfelf to fee God and Man dying 
" for him, and faid, My God and my Lord 
" Jefus, fovereign of my foul, for what (hould 
** I defire to lee any thing more in this world ? 
" I^rd, I befeech thee, that fince thou haft 
" dotie me this favour, and thought me wor- 
*' thy to come to this moft holy place, where 
" thou gaveft thy moft holy life for me ; may 
« it fecm good unio rhee, that 1 give mine in 
*' this fame place, for thee. Then fayingj 
" wiih St. Paul, thefe words, • To me to live 
" is Chrift,' he expired, and his foul was car. 
C 2 " ried 
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« tied to heaven. Happy pilgrim, and blcr- 

^' fed foul t" 

Some years ago, a book, iniUuled, The 
Hiftoryof the People of God, was tranHated 
into Spanifh from the French or /talian, being 
fomething of the nature of our Hiftories of 
the Bible, 01' Jofephus*s Antiquities of the 
Jews. This book was in almoft every gentle- 
nan's houfe iii the Canary Iflands, and was 
frequently the fubjc^ of converfation among 
the clergy and l^ty; but it has lately been 
condemned at Rome, and all the copies here 
were feized foon after by the Inquifition. 

Few proline books are read here, becaufe 
ifaey cannot be imported into the iQands, with- 
out being fir{t examined by the Hoty Office, a 
court with which no body choofes to have any 
tranfafiions ; yet here and there one meets 
with fome of thofe excellent books, which 
were wrote by authors who fiourithed in Spain, 
after the civil wars in thai kingdom ceafcd on 
the conqueft of Granada, and befote the In- 
quifition arrived at its higheft pitch of autho- 
rity; for when that tribunal was firmly efla- 
blifhed, learning withdrew from Spain and 
fettled in other countries. The Hlftoryof the 
Wars in Granada is in every body's hands here, 
and is read by all ranks of people. Plays arc 
not wanting in ihefe ifland?, mod of which 
are very good ; for the Spaniards have fucceed- 
ed better in dramatic performances, than any 
other Europeans. Among many other author^ 
of that kind, thefe are the mod celebrated, 
Juan de Matos Fragofo, Jofeph Canizarez, 
Auguftin de Salazar, Luis Velez de Guevara, 
Antonio Solis, Augudin Mereio, Pedro Cal- 
deriMi. 
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deron, and Lopez de.Vega Carpio ; but of all 
tbefe Don Pedro Catderoa is moll e&eimtd by 
the Spaniards ; and not without reafon, for 
his plays arc inferior to none that have yet ap- 
peared on any llage in Europe. Lopez dc Ve- 
ga Carpio has been by many juHly compared 
to our ShalEefpear: it was from oite of hit 
plays, called Los Benavides, that the famous 
Cid of Corneille was planned ; this will evi- 
dently appear, when ihefe perfoimances are 
compared together, and it will be hard to de- 
termine which of the two is the mod excel- 
lent. 

Lopez dx Vzga's dramatic writings arc 
extremely fcarce, and difficult to be got even 
in Spain: for this reafon, and bccaufe the 
Englifh reader's curiofity may be excited by 
hearing hino compared to Shakefpear, I lliall 
here give a fpecimen of hfa dramatic perfor^ 
mancesf out of one of them called El May- 
orazgo Dudofa Lifardo, Prince of Scotland, 
having feen a portrait of the Princefs of Dal- 
matia, determines to fee her; and for that 
purpofe travels to that country in difguife : he 
finds means 10 be employed as a gardener iti 
the King of Dalmatia's garden, where he be- 
came intimate with the Princefs: the refutt of 
this was that fhe bore a fon, which wascom- 
mited to ihe charge of a gentleman named 
Albano. The King hearing ot his daughter's 
difhonour, is greatly enraged, confines her in 
a nunnery, and Lifardo in a prifon, where he 
intends to keep him for life ; and caufes dili- 
gent fearch to be made after the child, in or- 
der to dtftroy it. Albano, in endeavouring to 
fave the child} is taken with it in his arms by t 
G 3 party 
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party of Moon, who were nuking > defcenl 
on ihc coaft : ibcy carry their captives to Bar- 
bary, where Luzman, ibe child, is educated 
in the Mahommedan faith, and becomei a great 
■nan in that country. Albano, who cootinu- 
til a flave from the day of his captivity, findi 
means to acquaint Luzjnan with the circum- 
tlances of his birth, and exhorts him toretura 
to Dalmatia, and become a Chrillian : he com* 
plies ; and, under pretence of making a de- 
icent on the coaft of Dalmatia, to dillrefs the 
Chriftian!', he and Albano give the Moors the 
flip, and repair to court; where Luzmao, 
without dircovering himfelf, procured kavt 
from [he King to vifit Lifardo, his father, who 
had been confined twenty years in prtfon. It 
was neceflary to relate this much, in order 
that the reader.msj oomprdKod the f(41owng 
fixoe. 
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SaU UJardo, {en liarba, y frijtmu 

Lifarda. En conipetencJa el Tibrc, el E- 
breo, el Tajo, 

Venjo en Morar, y ami favor conucnfo, 

Quando a penfar en mi priTioo comicn^, 

Imiundode Sififocl trabajo. 
Al mifmo inficrno imaginando bazo, 

La h;I>oiia deque tanlo me avcrgucn^. 

Tamo que en Uanio a Fiioraena venfo. 

Y en foiedad ^a tortola aventajo. 
Vcynie Tczes el fol de lirios dc oro 

Al argeniado pez bordo la efcama 

Defde que vi del mundo los enganoa. 
Y ones tantos ha que en prison Tloro 

La vida ques es la puerta de la fania, 

Canfado de viuir tao targoi aiot. 



jSlhano, J Luxman dtntro, 

J/batio. Ya ban abierto el apofenlo. 
Luzman. Albano ^uardame aqui. 
Lif. Que niydo es ■efte ? ay de mi. 
Que fofptchas penfamieniof 
Puerta que jamas fe abrio 
£e abre agora, Dios me valga. 
Si es para que el alma falga. 
Que albricias Ic dare yof 
Alegraos canfada vida, 

Sufrimiento humilde y baxo. 
Que ya fe acaba el trabajo, 
Y OS da la muerle acogina. 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 153 

Eftter Ufardo, •mitb a leng htard, and in habit 
ofaprijtntT. 
Lif. The rapid Tyber may forget to run. 
The Dreams of £bro and the Tagus fail^ 
^ut not my evcr-fwelling tide of grief. 
Not Sifyphus, with his recoiling l^otie. 
Can equal my fatigue,when thought on thought, 
Prefs'd onward by my hard captivity. 
Spends ufclefs farce like waves agalnft the llruid. 
The rueful Aory, that involves my foul 
In fuch a gulph of fhame, tike hell appears. 
The turtle's folitude is not like mine ; 
My mourning's fadder far than PhilomePs, 
The fun with golden lilies, twenty times 
The zodiac-fiih's filver fcalcs has crown'd. 
Since I laft faw the world's deceit and vanity. 
Butoft'ner far have I in prifon mourn'd 
That life, which is the gate of fame, with-held; 
Wearied in drawing out io many ufelefs years. 

Mbano and Luzman witbovt. 
Alb. See, now they ope the door I 
Luz, Stay for me here, Albano. 
Lif. What noife is this? ahl what fufpici- 
ous thought ? 
The door that never op«n'd, opens now I 
Affift me, gracious heav'n! — That opening 

door! 
Speaks it th'approaching egrefs oF the foul } 
Oh what reward then Itiall I give ? Rejoice, 
O wearied life, with fu9''ring long AbasMj 
That now the toil is ended. See ! at laft. 
They deign to grant the long long wifh'd-for 
death. 

C 5 As 
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Como Ubndor defonfo, 

Y a) jomal Rey me emlns, 
Forqne llego el fin dtl dia, 

Y de U nocbe el defcsula 
Packncia, fafriri ja cs hccfao 

ForqiK sbrirfe aquella puerfa 

£s lomar medida cierta 

De ia <]ue ban de hazer al pechA 
Abrilda, que ya mis labios 

Para el alma fe abriran. 

Valgame DIoi que faldraa 

De paciencias, y de agravkw, 
.Si tcncys por cofa cierta 

Que tan grandes los fuFii, 

Tiranoa maiadrae aqui, 

Qgc DO cabraa por U puerla. 
.Sacad el cuerpo afltgidoa 

Flaco, encHnecido, elado» 

DeQe lofcf empozado 

Vcyolct anot a fer veodido. 

SgU 



Lkz: Principe gnardete el ctelo, 
Qst miras embelerado ? 

Lif. El abito me ha cfpantado. 

Y el verte me da confuelo. 
Andaja la gcnte affi ? 

Qge ha teynte anos que aqoi entr£ 

Y puede ler que ifli elle, 
Porque nuuca a nadic vt. 

Si el tiempD mudablc ha fido, 



Atribuya^ 



THE CANARY ISLANDS, tjs 
As to the we«ry lab*rer foothiog reft, 
And as the fwcetearn'd hire, the Kiog bellojrs 
, This gracious boon : for now the day is gone. 
The tvelcome lime of night's repofe is come. 
— Patience ! To fu£fer now is certain* — That 

door. 
Long fhut, is op'ning for concerting meafures 
For the laA office on my panting breall. 
And let it open — that my eager lips 
May alfo open for my quiv'nng foul 
A pafiage. Help me, facav'n I How many 

griefs 
And tamely fuffer'd wrongs will now get venti 
My wrongs how many, could you ander- 
fland, 
Tyrants, you'd kill me here. — Tlie door's too 



To let them out,— But bade you, come, dr«w 

forth 
Th'afHi^cd body,kan, grey-hair*d, and frozen. 
Of this enduDgeon*d jofeph, fold for twenty 

years. 

Enter LuKmait, habited at a Moor. 

Lux. Heav*o guard you, Prince I Why look 

yoM fo forpriz'd ? 
Li/. J'he habit has furpriz'd me ; but th« 
fight 
Of you gives joy. — Is that fhe fafliion now i 
It may be fo. For, fince within thefe walls 
1 enter'd, fince a human face I've feen 
Full iwenly years have pafs'd. Has time pro- 

duc'a 
* Oi thos: — PMitMK to &Sei I Now 'u's done- 
Thai door, 

This 
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Atribuyafle a fu Dombre, 
<^e yo tambien era hombre, 
I en picdra me he convertido. 
Aunque no lo Toy conligo, 
Pue« bablo contigo y lloro. 

Lux. Y tu no ves que Toy Moro ? 
Lif. For efTo to digo amigO} 
Y pues verdades no callo, 
. Aunque de Chriftiana ley, 
"Ea tierra que es Moro cl Rcy, 
Tambien Id fera el vafTallo. 

Luz. El que es por fus obras myn 
Moro Priacipe fera. 

Lif. Principe me llamas ya, 
Mas juflo es llamar me fin. 
Dies fabe que lo dd]bo. 
Llorai, luego defla fucrCe 
La fentencia de mi muerte 
Cierta en tus ojos la veo. 
Ptro dime, como a un Moro 
Le entregran la exccucion^ 

Luz. Oye harta el 6n mi razon^ 
Y entenderas porque lloro, 
Yo foy un Moro de Oran 

Dueno de un Chriftiano efclavo. 

Que nacio en efla ciudad. 

El qual fue fu nombre Albano. 

Cautivole el padre mio, 

Ccn un infante en los bra^ o& 

Q^efegundel viejo fupe, 

Era tu hijo Lifardo. 

El qual ?ive en el fcrvicio, 

Del Turco Zayde Otomano, 

Tan privado, que le baliecbo- 

Rey de Oran, Hd otrot cargot-. 
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This change? It might. — All ihiogs are 

changed by time, 
I too was once a man, but length of time 
Has changM me into ftone, iho' not to you 
Who hear me fpeak, and fee me melting intO' 

Luz, Seeft thou not I'm a Moor? 

Li/. Kriend, >hat I have in view ; 
And, as I fcorn to hide the truth — I deem 
That vaflals, ev^ within a Cbriftian land. 
Will to their Prince conform^, when he's » 
Moor. 

Luz. The man ahandonM for hij evil deedi> 

prince, fiiall be a Moor. 
Li/. Prince catPll thou me F 

A viiStim, rather fay, as good as dead : 
Heav'n knows I long to be fb. — Ha-! dofl tfaoi^ 

weep ? 
— Bewailed fo the fcntence of my death ? 

1 fee't for certain in your eyes. — But fay» 
Why of my execation was the charge 
Given to a Moor? ■ 

Luz. Pray Jiear my tale complete t 
Then of my tears the fecret fource you'll trace-. 
— Of Oran I'm. a Moor ; to me belongs 
A Chriftian Have, known by the name Albana: 
Him captive, with an infant in his arms. 
My father took. That child (fo (aid th' old 

man), 
Lifardo, was thy fon ; and now he owns 
The mighty Turk Zayde Othman for his lord : 
Who, tearing him the molt entire affeSion, 
Has rais'd to many, honours, and. has made 
Him King of Oran.— But th' iltuftrious youth 
Wat 
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No fabia cl mofo iluAns 
Su origen famofo, yclaro, 
HaRa que pndo aquel viejo 
Hablarle, y denrle cl cafo. 
Vicndofe Rey, y tu hijo, 
Quiro bolverfe Chiiftiano^ 

Y facarte de prilion, 
Vengando tu injuflo agraviot 
Para que fepas que viene. 
Me nombro con otrot quatro. 

Y porque cfpcrei (a ayuda,, 
Que fu flota queda armando. 
En que prello las orillas 
Del feno y mar Afriamo 
Coronara de ga)eras, 

Municiones y foldados. ^Lhr». 

Que fu5 vanderas azulei, 
VI yo qucdar trcmohndo. 
Con 10 imagenenprifiones, 

Y UD fol crparziendo rayos. 
£n Arsvigo una letra, 
Cerca laiorlasy cabos, 
Diziendo, " Tarde amanece 
Pero dara \\rz temprano." 
Porque el Rcy drefle licencia 
Para vcrte aprifionado, 

Un gran prdenie Ic embia 
Carta, y pa?.es, todo hHa. 
Trux!n)09 te diez camelJo^ 
Con cien alfombras cargadosi 
Quatro defantes famofoa, 
■Caji quatro negros Indiaoos, 
Muchas aromas, y olore*} 
Diez Berberifcos cavalios, 
Atados a los arfoncs, 
Carcaxcs, flcchas, y arcoi. 
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Was to lua origiri, renownM and higb> 
A firanger, till tb' okl mis found meani to 

give him 
Of 's birth and early years the fyll detail. 
— Now King of Oran, and thy Ton cMifcTa'd, 
He long'd to be iChrtlliafl, long'd to free 
His fire from prifon* and aTCdgc hii wrongs. 
To give you early news of bis approach. 
He cie with four commiflios'il : nsy, 
To make you doubtlers of his fitdden aid. 
We left his fleet equipfMi^. Be alTur'd, 
The azure waves (hat w^ wide Afric'scoall 
Shall with his gallics, men, and warlike 

florcs [He weept. 

Be quickly crown'd. I fav hie enfigns Uue 
High waving In the wind \ upon them llainp'd 
Thy image, a> in priron, and a fun 
Diffufmg glorious rays ; the motto xao 
In Arabic, '* Late dawning, bttt will Awn 

give light." 
That leave to fee thee here, we might obtain 
A princely gift, with letters of feign'd peace. 
Now to the King thy Ibn hath fent with us. 
Ten camels have we brought, of tapeftry 
An hundred loads, four elephants renown'd. 
Four Indian Blacks, of fpiceries and perfumes 
A wealthy (lore, of Barb'ry borfcs ten. 
With quivers, bowi, and arrows well e^if^'d. 
Mov*4 
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Movido del gran prefente 
Licencia de veric ha dado^ 
Yo porque fupe ]a lengua 
Todo^ entre todoa la mtno^ 
Lloro de verte afligido 
Con prifion de tantos anas, 
Por lo que a Luzman le devo-, 

Y por m valor ChriQiano: 
Efpera en DUm que cl ic Rbre 
PoFquc d^fu ingenio, y bra^ 
Ya lleva la fama ouevas 
Defde el Oriente al Ocafo. 

Li/. Que eflo pudo merecer 
Mi pacicncia, y fufrimienlo, 
Llorad ojos que no fiento 
Que qucda en vos tni plazer> 
No fe quede mi alcgria. 
Sin fatir ojos por vos 
Mas no podra que Toys dos, 

Y por cien mil no podrta. 
HJjo tcngo tan honrado 

Que quiera librarme affi, 

Oy hijo y»foy por ti, 

Que no tu de mi engendrado. 
O Albano que cuydadofo 

Quiercs hcredero darme, 

Mas cofflo podra heredarnw 

Mayora^o tan dudofo i 
Si es mi hijo f 

Luz. No ha de fer, 

Si en todo fcnor te imita, 

Y tray en lu cara cfcrita 
Tu imagen, y proceder ? 
Que fenas mas ciertas fon 
Qjie en hablandote eiTe Albano, 



C^ifere 
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Mov'd with this prefeni, he hath giv'n us leave 
To pay you here this vifit ; and becaufe 
Among us only I the language knew, 
I took the lead. But, ah I the fight of thee, 
With many years' confinement fore opprefsM, 
Haihinmy heart produc'd the grief you've fee n. 
This heart — by all the ties of duty bound 
To Lyzman, — to thee a!fo, by th' eftcem 
I bear thy worth, O ChrillianI — Truft In 

God; 
Thy fon will yet deliver thee: his/ame 
For pow'r and wildom now is fpreading fall 
From eaft to weft. 

Lif. Amazing ! who'd have thought 
My patience e'er could merit fuch a boon 1— 
Weep now, mine eyes, and fend forth flreatns 

of joy, 
No more of grief,— My joy imw otriy lives* 
While flreflming freely thro' your two canals : 
—But what are two, where thoufaods can't 

fufGce? 
And have I ihen fo honourable a fon. 
Who thus would fave me ? — O my fon I to-day 
1 am of thee, not thou of me, begotten I 
— How careful, O Albano ! baft thou been 
To blefs me with an heir I— But tell me how 
An heir fo doubtful can be my fucceflbr, 
If yet he be my fon? 



Lu%. Sir, lAuft he not. 

If, written in his face, thy mien and features 
He bears j nay, if, in all things, he's thy like- 

nefs? 
What furer figns than — what I now aflert. 
That this Albano hafles, in folemn form, 

T' aflume 
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Quiere bolverfe Chriftiano, 

Y facarie de prifion ? 

lAf. Bien dizes, mi bijo e^ 
Qpe cl alma lo dize afli. 
Agora me librc a mi, 

Y cngendrarele defpurs. 
Come dizes que ie llama ? 

Laa. Luzman. 
Lif. Dies Ie de fu luz, 
CoDOce a Dios ? 

Z.US. Cod fu cruz 
TicrtMs logrimai derrama. 
Ya ella dieftro eo vocflra ley. 

lAj. ^8 uUe tiene } 

Lvz. Efto mio. 

XJf. No ticDuMbro malbria 

Lk*. Qoe te itnito dizc el Rey. 

Lif, Agora? 

Lux. No qnaodo inofo, 
Vea efte cuerpot clbi cara^ 
Puet por retraio baflara. 

Zj/. £n v«rte me xlegro, y gozOt 
HcHiraik prefencia ixtaci, 

Eres Dobl« 7 
' Z/«2:. Comp aqiiel 
De quien Toy hijo, fi del 
A tener noiicia vienea. 

Lif. No fe que he mirado en ti, 

Y a^ una prueva hare yo, 

D« 
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T' aOume the Chriflian-fume,' and from your 

dungeon 
To fet you Tree. 

Li/. — I've done, — You reafon weH} 

He is my fon — fo fay» my very foul. 
Set me but free now — foon I'll make him out 
My foQ •. Pray, by what name's he known ? 

Lux. Luzman's hiiname. 

Lif. God grant him light f, and verify hi* 
name. 
■^But knows he God? 

Luz. Now on his Crofs intent. 
He (beds ihe tender tear ; ytt, in your law 
He's now expert. 

U/. But fay, what like** his perba t 

Lmz. His perfon is like mine. . 

L'J' Moor, thou baft not 
' A bad prereiue. 

Luz,. Like thine, the Kii^ vntt, 

Lif. Like mice at prefent ? 

Luz, Nay, when tbou waft young. 
— This countenance, this perfon you behold. 
For th' out-lines of a portrait may fuffice. 

Lif. Beholding you, I feel uncommon joy. — 
Your prefcnce is endearing — are you noble i 

Luz. Noble, you'll own, ai be whefe fon ^ 
.am. 
If once you knew him. 

Lif I've beheld in thee 
Somewhat I can't defcribe — but now I'll have it 

* The fenfe here is bniewhat dotMHi*. 
t Luz, in Spaoilk> figniGes light. 
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Dc que viendo al que le hirio, 

Rebienta la fangre alii. 
Arrimaretc a mr pecho, 

A vcr la Tangrc que haze, 

Abra^amc 

Lux. Que me plaze. 

Lif. Ay hijo, la pruevi has hecho. 

LoK. Que dizes ? 

tif. Que en abrayarte 

Sintleron la alteracion 

La fangrc, y el cora^on, 

Recogidos a una parte. 
Penlona que fer pottria, 

Que huvielTe hecho efle efcto 

Su iiDaginado conceto^ 

En el alma y faniBlla. 
Si era el cora^n yman, 

Ve el alma, o qual ma) quUicres, 

Conio a ti fino lo erei, 

Como a fu centro fe van ? 
Quando una IJave fe pierde, 

Qijc affi lo pienfo dezir. 

No ay Nave que para abrir 

Con la perdida concuerde. 
Y pues la tuya me dio 

Goipe al alma tan fuave, 
• Sin duda que eres la Have, 

Qiie un tiempo cl alma perdio, 
Dc to que niegaa me quexo. 

Que el no aver efpejo aqut, 

Y veo mi efpejo en ti, 

Es fenal que eres mi efpejo, 
Qyando el retrato pequeno 

A fu original parece, . 

Es quaudo alegria ofrece 
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Put lo the proof. My fympatheiic part. 
When touch'd, will caufe tbfc kindred blood 

to rulh. 
I'll prcfs you to my heart, and then obferve 
What courfe the bloQd will take. Embrace 
me now, 

Luz. Your will be done. [Tbrf embrace . 

Lift Hal you've prov'd it, fon. 

£«z. What have I prov'd f 

Lif. That, in embracing thee. 
The heart arid blood the kindred bias took. 
And forward fondly rudi'd. — Yet ah ! forgive 

me; 
Perhaps fome vain conceit, by fancy's pow'r 
Moving the foul, might this efied produce. 
—Yet it the heart with juftice may be nam'd 
The loadflonc of the foul and its afie^ions, 
The proofs ftill fair : for how elfe fliould ray 

foul 
Straight 10 ihy heart, as to iis center, run? 
If the true key be loft (indulge the thought) 
In vain you feek to open with another. 
Since on my foul your heart made fuch im- 

preflion. 
You doubllefs are the key that's long been loft, 
This you deny, and (hat makes me complain: 
For here no polifh'd mirror I pofTefs, 
My image to refleQ, 'Tis then a fign 
That Ihou art my refleaor, when 1 fee 
Myfelf in thee. The likencfs then is good, 
When to the owner's eyes it gives delight. 
Since, in this dark abyfs of pain and woe, 
Thou'ft bright'ned fo mine eyes, what furer 

That thou art clearly my refleScd felf? 
HadA thou not eol iny blood from me* it ne'er 
Had 
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A Im ojos At lb diKDo. 

Y pnes en aqud abifmo 

De cfcuiidod, pena, y Danto, 
Los mios fe akgran tanto 
E« fcreal que «r«S jro mifm©. 
S cffa fangrc no tc diera, 
No mc lodixera aqui 
Oira que yo te verti, 
Como a fu ceniro y csfera. 

Y a refolvcrme al fin vergo, 
Pueho que negarlo qiiiercJ, 
Que fi mi hijo no eres 
No es pofliblequelo lengo. 

/juz. Mucho Tenor te ha movido 
Efle hijo imaginada, 
De qtiien yo he lido traflado. 
Si el original no ha tido. 

Y aunqoe no fe fi eres padre. 
For fer tu padre dudofo 
De aqucl hijo venturofo 
De tan defdichacla madre. 

El efta aqui con Albano, 

Y el Rey fin faber quien es, 
Ni que trae mas interes. 
Que folo hazerfe Chriftiano, 

Hijole llama, y le fienta 
A fu mefa, y a fu lado, 

Y de fu imperio y eftado 
Hazerle heredero interna. 

Albino es govcrnador 

Del Reyno,aunque el Rey no fabe 

Quien es. 

Lif. En Albano cabc 

Mayor grandeza y honor. 
Mas di amigo, qoe el R^ quiere 
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Had told me fo — yea that from me thou didft 
Proceed, as from thy center and thy fphere. 

I'm now at laft refolv'd — If to deny 
Yourfelf to be my fon you Hill peffift, 
*Tis pUin I have no fon— impctSble I ihould. 



Luz. With this imaginary fon, whofs place 
I'm thought to fill, you've got no fmsll concern. 
— Tho' I'm not certain if you are the faiher, 
Becaufe you doubt — yet, if I'm not th* original 
Of that bleft fon of an unhappy mother. 
He's here then with Albano : and the King, 
Not knowing who he is, or that he comes 
With other purpofe than to turn a Cfariftian, 
Calls him his fon, and honours him as fuch 
At bis own table, next himlelf tofit. 
He likewife of his crown and wide domain 
Hath dcflin'd him the heir. Albano too, 
Aliho' the King yei knows not who be is. 
O'er all his kingdom Governor is made. 



Lif. Increafe of pow'r and grandeur ever 
may 
Albano find ! — But fay, friend, will the King, 
Not 
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Sa ver que (a nieto Tea, 
Hazer que el Rey no poflea ? 

Z.I/E. Y que haro quando lo hiziere i 

Li/. Mucho, no fabiendo el cuenlo, 
Cofas fon que ordcna Dios, 

Luz. Muy prefloos vereyslosdos 
Con ntucho guAo, y contento, 
Y'jporque pafTa la hora, 
Dad licencia, y olro dia 
Tenerla (enor querria 
Para, verosconio agora. 
Que dire a Luzman f 
Lif. Amigo, 
Dile que fu padre Toy, 

Y eftas lagrimas tc doy 
Que le tieves por tefltgo, 

Dilc que avcrle cngendrado 

Me cuefta aquefta pririon, 

Que pague ella obligacion, 

Pues es de plazo palTado, 
Y aquede abra^o le da. 

Luz. Padre mio ya rebientOi 

Yrmc es poHible i que intento 

Sin que me conozcas ya f 
Dame eiTos pies, pues es lUno 

Padre que mis yerros fon, 

Merezca tu benedicion, 

Puesmcengendrade Chriftiano. 
Las lagrimas abrafadas 

Deten que darme quenas, 

Y recibe aquedas mias 
Defla tu fangre engendradas, 

Un rio pueden formar 

Las que a tus plantes embio, 

Y fin duda que Toy rIo 

Qye ha nacidlo, y buelvo al mar. 

Que 
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Not knowing LuZman.fo,r Jiis j;i;jmdrfon,£raat 
Him ID poflefs the kingd,oai > 

Luz. Tho* he (houtcj. 
What great thing would W-do ? 

Li/. Oft times, indeed, . 
Men, undefigniiw,icw*»'5.dcfjgiw fulfill 

Luz. Soon (hall ypi^ /e'e ^m both to full 

content. 

But now the time is ganc-nrr^Pt^y,, give qje 

leave—— 
Another day I quickly.ji^ajl jrrQcur^ 
Another licence to repeat my.vj^L-'rT— 
What (hall I fay to Luztnan } 

Lif, Tell him, frienc), 
1 am his father — and thcfe teurs I give you-i- 
Thatyou may bear them to him as a token. — 
Tell him— to'vc been his f»iher, coft mc itiis 

diftrefs ! 
Yet fay, his filial debt's repaid : for now 
His term of fon(hip's paft, — Take ^Uo ,lhis em- 
brace 
And bear 

Luz. My father! now I^m Qverwhelm'd f 
— Togo, inftpolliblet Whaifhall Ithink^-^ 
But that you know mc nowf— — CUfp mp be- 
tween 
Thefe knees.furcly they are.my native chains. 
Behold, OChriftian! iKy own fon implores 
A faiher's ble fling — Thefe burning tears 
Reftrain, I pray — and rather mine receive. 
My tears, engender'd from your blood, I'll 

pour 
Upon thy feet, until they form a river.— 
Yea doubtlefs I'm the river once rais'd from, 
And now returning to its native fea. 
Ahl that fuchdifmal twenty years you'vefpcni' 

Vol. II. H tI&xv 
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Qne vejnte anot has vindo 

En la prifion que has palTado i 

No refponiles padre araado i 

No habUi padre x^ueridof 
Fuera mat julla razon. 

Que yo en oaciendo muricrat 

Pues fi mu tiempo vivicra 

Mas durata tu pnfion ? 
Padre no poedcs hablar? 

Sin duda el alma que viepe 

Con la boz, la boz detiene 

Porfaliry porentrar. 
Padre que Icon ha fido 

En cngcndrarme, no ve 

Que no refucitare 

Si me niega fu bramido ? 
El ha perdidoel hablar, 

Porque el gufto de un plazer 

Mayor dano puede hazer 

Que la fuer^a dc un pefar. 
Quiero llcvark a fu cama. 

Para ver fi buelve en fi. 

Mi padre animate a mtt 

Arbol conoce tu rama. 
Padre aunquc has fido Tefeo 

Del labcrinlo en que cftoy, 

Eneas piadofo foy 

fiacarte en ombros deflco. 
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Father belov'd ! reply*ft thou not to me > 
No words at all, dear fire ? Oh had I rather 
Dj'd at ra; birili, than you had fufi^r'd thus 1 
Father, a thy voice gone ? Doubtlefs the foul 
That enters with the voice, arrcfts itspowVt. 
O fire ! the noble lion who begat me, 
Seeft thou not me too impotent to rife. 
Till I be rouz'd by thy parental voice ? 
Ah! fpeechiefsftilU— Thcftiockoffuddenjoy 
It oft more powrVTul to o'erwhelm the foul, 
Than cv*n a load of grief. — him to his bed 
I'll bear— perhaps his fpirit will revive — 
My father, cling to me know, honour'd 

tree, 
*Ti( thy own branch fupporis thee. O my 

father! 
Thou of the lab'rinth wherein I'm involvM, 
Haft been the Thefcus, yet I'm proud to be 
Pious ^neas, to bear you on my fhoulders. 
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j/h Aetaimt ef tht Cemmtrct vf Cmuria, T<h»- 
fifi, Palma, Gomfra, and 'Hhrrti aadtbt 
Manufafiuret in tbffi If*nA. 

IN order to give a dil1in& and clear. idcaof 
ihe iTufe of there rffands, i fhall divide it 
intoibefoar following heads, aii,d treat of each 
Separately and in order. 

Thx trade to Europe and.th<:F'ngli.fh colo- 
nies in America. 

Thb tra^c to the Spanifh Weft Indies. 

The trt^t which is carried en from one 
ifland to another. 

And, laflly, The fifliery on the coaft of 
Barbary, adjacent to ibc iflands. 

GoMERA and Hierro are To poor that no 
(hips go to them from Europe or America ; oor 
are the inhabitants of thefe two iflands allowed 
any Ihare of the Spanifh Weft India commerce, 
becaufe they are not fo entirely under the ju- 
rirdi^ion of the crown of Spain as Canatia, 
Tenerifc, and Palma, having a lord or pro- 
prietor of their own, viz- the Count of Go- 
mera. But it would be well for them if they 
were entirely fubjed to, and dependent on 
tbecro|wn.i for never didlhe proverb, which 
fays, " The King's chaff is better than other 
" people's corn," hold fo true in any cafe as 
in this. 

Tiwi- 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 173 

TiMiRirK is the center of the trade to 
Europe atui ibeBritifh colonies in America ; « 
fcw Jhip* from thcfe parts of the world go 
toCuiaria aodPalma* but ihey are not to be 
compared to the numbers that arrive at Tene- 
rifc. This branch of traffick ts almoft wholly 
carried on in foreign bottoms, efpecialty in 
£nglifhr the naiivea thcmfelves being afraid to 
fail on liiofe feas, where they may be in dan- 
ger of being taicen by the corfain of Algiers, 
Sallee,< and other pons of Barbary. 

Th£ greatell part of the aforcfaid trade lo 
Europe and the EngHfh coloniea is in the bands 
of thelrtfh Roman Catholic merchants fettled 
iaTencrife, Canaria, and Palma, and the def- 
cend^nis of the Irifh who formerly fettled there 
and married Spanllh wives > but in the laft age 
that trade was cngrofled by a fa^ory of Pro- 
IcHant Englifh merchants who refided at Te- 
nerife ; no Proteftants remain ihere now, nor 
in any of the reft of the Canary Ifldnds, ex- 
cepting the Englijh and Dutch Ctfnfuls and 
(wo tuerchants, who all rcfide at Tenerife. 

Tkc imports here from Great Britain con- 
fill chiefly of woollen goods of various kinds, 
hou, hard-ware, pilchards* red-berrings, wheat 
when it it fcarevim the IQands, with a number 
of other articles which would be too tedious to 
fpecify. 

Thi imports from Ireland are chiefly beef, 
pork, biUter, candles, and fa It- her rings, 

I)iix)U: Hamburgh and Holknd, liaens of all 
forts are imported, to a very great amount j 
cordage* giM-powder, and coarfe flax, with 
hiany other kinds of goods. 

H 3 From 
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Fkom Klcay, « confiderabic quanliljr o^ 
btr-iron it sniiually importeif. 

The imports from ScTille, Cadiz, Barce^ 
lona, ha\y, and Majorca are chiefly oil, filk^ 
velvets, fait, and cordage made of bafs or fpar- 
lum, wiih innumerable little articiea for the 
Canary iniand confumption, and for expona- 
tton from ihofe iflands to the Spanifh Wed li>- 
dies. Almoft (he whole of Ibtj trade is car- 
ried on in French and Mahefe tartans. The 
Alaltefe veflels, before they go to the Canary 
Iflands, make the tour of all the European 
harbours in the Mediterranean fituated to the 
weflward of Malta, trading from one port to 
another ; and from the Mcdrterranean they go 
to Cadiz, and from thence to the^ Canary 
Iflands; where befides the commodities of 
Spain, France^ Ilaly, &rt:. the Maltefe veitrf 
■ be cotton manufa^ures of their own ifland; 
all cottons imported into the Canary itfandi, 
excepting thofe Ircm Malta, pay fuch a h«Ty 
duty as afmofl amotinis to a prohibition : ibe 
Maltefe enjoy this privilege on account of tbw 
maintaining a perpetual war againft the Turki 
and moon. 

The inhabitantt of the Canariet tmpiHt ■ 
few linens from Britany and Normandy. 

From the Britifli colonies in America ihej 
import deal boards, pipe-ftavcs, baccallao or 
dried ccd, and beef, pork, haim, bees wax, 
rice, &c. and in times of fcarcity of com, 
when ibecropsfailin the tfl^ds, maize, wlwal, 
and Sour. > 

The exports &om thcfe iflands are as fol- 
low: 

To 
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To Great Britain and Ireland, orchilla- 
wecd, a few win«> fome C^mpeacliy log^ 
wood, and a confiderable quantity of Mexican 
dollars. 

To Hamburgh and Holland, ditto; but » 
greater quantity of dollars, and Utile or no 
orchilla-weed. 

To Spain, Marreilles, Italy, and Malta, 
com modi lies which they receive fronfi the 
Spanifh Weft Indies, particularly fugar, co- 
coa, hides, Campeachy logwood, dollars, and 
fome orchilU-wecd. 

To the Britifh colonies in America, a great 
quantity oF wines, and nothi'ng elfe. 

All thefe goods imponed into the Canary 
Iflands, or exported IVoin them, p^y aiduiy, <» 
feven per cent, on the rated value. 

Th£ commerce between the Cxnar^ Ifland* 
and the Spanilh reiilement^ in the Well In- 
dies, is under certain regulations and reftriQi- 
on«. In the city of, St. Chrillobjl de la La- 
guna, there is a Judge, Secretary and other ■ 
minifters, who manage every thing relaiive to 
that trade. 

No foreigners are permitted to (hare in this 
commerce, nor are any (hips fuffered to go to 
the ports of the Spanilh Wed Indies, from any 
of the iflands, except Canaria, Tenerife, and 
Palma. 

The Coprl of Spain has rellriaed the Ca- 
nary Ifland Weft India commerce |o the ports 
of Havanna, Campeachy, and La Guaira on 
the coaft of Carraccas ; St. Domftigo, Porto 
Rico, and Maracaiva; the three firll are call- 
ed the Greater Ports, and the others the Lef- 
fer, becaufc the trade of the Lcfter Ports is 
H 4 tiifling 
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triSing in comparifon with itiat of the Grfeat- 

Before a fliip loads for My of itiefe pdrts, 
the mufl obtain a licence Trom the Judge of 
the India trade, which is generally granted, if 
it is her turn, for by the reguktions, all fhip 
ping are regi leered, and mull take their turns s 
but here, as in many other placesj intereltand 
morey often prevail againft juftice. 

The trade ot the Canary lilands to the 
Spanifh Weft Indies i» confined to therr own 
produce, viz. wines, brandy, almcntds, rai- 
lilts, figi, &c. of which they can fend annu> 
nliy one ihoufand tons ; and are only allowed 
betides, what they call a General, for each 
fliip, which conilfls of every kind of goad* 
which is thought necefTary for the »effcl, crrw, 
and palTengers u'^e iluring the courfe of the 
Yoyagc, afld is more or Ufs extenjiveiii pr<^ 
portion to the fv/e oF the fhip, for which it is 
granted by the judge or Suporintendant of ^e 
Wfft India trade. Thus far ihcy aie rcftriaed 
by ihe rules ; but ways and' mearrs are found 
to extend their trade lo that quarter of the 
world far beyond ihern ; for I fuppofcificy ex- 
port at leaQ two choufand tons ot the prsduce 
of the iflands, bcfides immenfe quantities of 
European coiti modi ties. 

Although fomeof ihe Canary Weft Ins. 
cTia (hips load at Canaria and Palma, and pro- 
ceed from thence to the Weft Indies, yet they 
are sll obliged to finilh their voyagea at Santa 
Chiz hi Tinerife {where the officers deputed 
by the Judge of the Indies rcfide), and there 
land their cargoes, which confift of the com- 
modities of the Weft India ports from whence 
they. 
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rifey cohie, IWing chiefly cocai, Ic^wood* 
hides,, fugst-j srtrf-Mcikan dollars; butcochw 
real and indigo arc prohibited from' being 
landed at Tefterffe ; tfc« filverthcy brirtg, is 
Jllfo IWwitedto fifty^Weilican dbl?a;rs per ton, 
tieeordi'ng to rhe regift6t-ed tonnage ; yA I have 
kftiWn fcirttiJf thefe' ftiip*' bring home wTe^ 
(ttrife OiWhairfrtd ihBtiranddonar!. Pontteri 
IfWiihci bf«*^, and fiftiit onfy wei-e retkWr^ 
«d ihe- prttiatii 6f rficTt iflands ; but nttw the 
tttanufaaures of theni^ ^a tty the Spuniffl Weft 
fridiesnhder that denomination; 

Trte- exports from ihe Canisriea to thefe 
Cdiitlt^ie^, wirh the rttWns, are al) raVed, and 
pay certain duties, which the officersr of the 
Weft India' cotttttteite doHcS; and' rtiftit to 
Aoffe of the Indid HoUfe' in Spain. 

TfiE mti-cHa«>! of Cadiz are' vi^ry/ealouS 
ef ■ tfjfe' Canary Weft India trade, a^dart ctJii- 
(iniially making' applieattbn to the CiJurt ef 
Madrid to abridge if, but their attempts havfc 
Wthei'topMved a&onive j aithrtu^h they havit 
csurcd liiteftdbnts to bC ftnt over- to.Tenerife 
W infpcS into that cbmmercc, and oblige the 
iflanders to' keep wtttiin the limits prefcribed 
(o it by Ihccourr. 

Numbers of the iflanders gO' over to the 
Weft Indies, to puJh their fortunes, the grear- 
er part of whom marry and fettle there. The- 
King of Spain encourages this mrgrarion; for 
he oblige* every (hip which fails from theffc 
iflands to his American dominions, to carry a 
certain number of poor families, upon iheir 
demanding a-pafljge, for which the Captain 
is pdid fo mttch per head' by the government. 
The intentionof ihir encouragement is lo irt- 
H 5 crcafc 
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creafe the number of Spaniards in the wide- 
and almoll umnhabited pr6vinccsof tbc Sponifh 
WeA Indies. 

The Indians of that countr]r, with the 
mingled race begot between iticio and the 
Spaniard*, are never perraiited tofiliany office, 
civil, military, or ecclcliaftic ; thefe emp)oy-> 
ments are generally given to people fr<Hn Spain 
and the Canary Iflands. As many of them« 
when they arrive in that plentiful country, »re 
mere clowns, and are unaccullonied to live in 
affluence and without hard labour, they are 
foon puffed up with their fudden change of for- 
tune, and the great refped paid them by the 
natives. 

I AM told that fotne waggilh Indians of fame 
repute and confequence in America, when 
they fee thefe aukward clowns fiom the Cana- 
ries land in their country, call to ihem in the 
fame manner as they call their fowls, when 
they ate going to give them a handful of corti^ 
^ and fay, " To-day you arc enly Juan fuch-a- 
," one; but take courage, to-morrow yoa 
" fliall be Alcalde, and fiiled Seignior Don 
" Juan; for the King lives not for us, but for 
" you." The Indians are feldom out in theiF 

firophecy, for it generally happens accord ing- 
y. Many young married men go to thoft 
ports from the ifunds, with an InCeDtion to get 
a little money, and return to their famihes; 
but they feldom 6nd the way back again, for 
afier they have contra^ed acquaintance with 
the gallant Udtes of that country, who fwim 
in luxury and pomp, ihey are afhamed to fend 
to the Canaries for their home-bred ruftic 
wives. Some years ago a young lad went from 
Tcoeiife 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 179 
Tenerifc to the Weft Indies, in qucR of his 
fiiiher, who had gone to that country to mend 
his foriune, but had never fent any w>rd to 
his wife and family. He found him fettled at 
B certain place, in great affluence, and married 
to a lady of rank and fortune. He made him- 
felF known to bis father ; who, feeing him fuch 
a ruftie, called to remerabrance his former 
towfiiuation, which fo wrought on his mind, 
that hcdifowncd him, and denied that himfelf 
bad ever lived in Tenerife. The young maa 
was fo llruck with this unexpe^ed ireatmeot, 
that he publicly challenged him, and made 
known the whole (lory, to his father's confu- 
fion, and the aftonifhment of all the inhabir 
tints. 

* Many foldiers are raifed in the Canary 
Iflands, to ferve in the gairifons.of the Wefl 
Indi'S, particularly at the Havanna. The 
major part of the troops in that place, when 
Uken by the Ei^lifh, conAlled of the natives, 
of (hefe iflands. 

The (hips employed in the Canaria Spanifli 
Welt India trade, are commonly about two 
hundred and fifty, or three hundred tons bur- 
then. Some of them are built in ihe iflands, 
and others at the Havanna or Old Spain. No 
foreign bottoms can be employed in this trade» 
which is the reafon why freight is fo high from 
the Canaries to the Well Indies ^ for the Ca- 
nary fhipping are fo clogged with charges^ 
carry (o many ufelcfs hands, particularly chap- 
lains, liefo long in the road of Santa Cruz 
waiting their turns, at a vail expence of an- 
chors and cables, with other tear and wear, 
that the owners of them cannot afford to take 
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\ek freight for a pipe of wine, from the Cs- 
nanti to La Guaira, than len peliDds fteriing^ ; 
yet the run from Tcncrife to that port, is be^ 
foi^ the wind all' the way, and is generally 
performed in Icfs- than thirty days : were the 
iflandcrs- permitted to employ Englifh Oiipping 
itt (his trade, they would foon find enough of 
them tc carry then- wiiie ar the rate of twenty 
Jhilh'ngs per jnpe. 

The Canary Weft Indlamen commonly 
cxreei) aiid repair -in the ports of ttie Wefl 
Ihdies; bnrm cafeofifpringinga leak, orfiTch 
like accidenr, while in the road of Santa Crnz; 
they go lo Porto de.Naos in Lanceroi*, and 
there carecnt &c. In the ftimmer reaCoiii { 
have fi^en fome go for that purpofc to ihe haf'' 
fcour of Comera.' 

The third branch of the Canary Illand 
frade, is that w^ich is carried on from one 
ifiand to another, and is as foHbws ; 

Canasia exports to Tenerife proviRoni of 
■ all forts, catilc and fowls, coarfc woollen 
blankets, fome raw and wronght filk, orchilla- 
weed, fquare flags for pavements, filtering 
flone velTels for purifying wattr, and fome 
ftlt, &c. The relurnT rcceivet! for thefe com- 
modities are chiefly caHi and other produce of 
the Spanilh Weft Indies, 

Palma eipons to Tenerife ftigar, almonds, 
fweetmeats, boards, piich, raw filk, and or- 
chilla; atid receives in return Weft India at) d 
European goods. 

GoMERA exports to Tenerife much raw 
fi!b and fome wrought, brandy, catrle, and 
orchilla-weed; and receives in return WcA 
India and European goods. 

HlZtlRQ 
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HiBKma exports to Tcnerife brandy, Onall 
cattls, and orchil ix- weed. 

LakcxkiOta and Fuaf lHentura> «pof I a 
gfcai quantity of corn lo: Tctierire, orehillft* 
wcod, cattle, «Dd fowl»; the teturni'ih^ rS* 
cciveaiegcneri^y in European goodi and cabi 
with fome wine. Th« fame ifiands fend coFn 
ta Palim, for which they receim boards atvi 
other timber,. fugir,. wine, asd caA. Lan* 
oesota. atfo ex;ports; to TcDorife add Falmai 
fait and fprae. dried fith. 

THi^veffels dmpJoyed in i his trade are aU 
Inilt hr the illands, and run from twettty; to 
fifty tons ; the whole nmnber of [h«m I gocTi 
to be about twemy-five,i each of which, on an 
avci-agCi is navigated by ten hasds : the rea- 
itn why they cauy fo many, ia the great la-^ 
hour that is rtqnired in loading and unloading 
their cargoes. 

All Americsn and European goods wbieh 
are. tranTportcd froni iCier^d \a iftaod, pay ttM 
aforemciKioned duly of fercn per cent, if ihcy 
have been imported iiMo the iflands above a 
certain limited time, which, if I am rigblJy 
informed, is two months. 

Ihe laft ihing relating: Iq> the Canary cei»* 
merce we have to treat of, is the- fifliery ^on 
Ihe coafl of Barbary: 

The number of vefleis; employed in thia 
fifhery, amount to^abont liiiriy i they are fron» 
fifteen to Efiy cans burthen} the fmaileA cari 
ly fifteen men, and the largeft thirty. Thc^y 
are all built in ihe iflands. and navigated by 
Ihe natives. Two of tkeft belong to the 
ifland of Palma, f6ur to Tcnerife, and the refli 
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to Cuurii. Porto de Lnz, in that ifluxl, is 
ihepUce horn whence ibcj Tail for the coalL 
vThi meihod of fitting out a bark for the 
Blherj ii this : the owners, fdmifli a vcflcl for 
the voyage, and put on board her a quantity 
of lilt fufficient to cuie the fi(h, with iH^ad 
enough to lerve-thc crew hbe whole voyage. 
Each mancanieshiiownifliiDg-tackle, which 
confifti of a few linct, 'hooks, a little braft 
' wire, a knife for cutting open the fsOt, and 
one or two flout fifhing-rods. If anj of die 
crew carry wine, brandy, oil, vinegar, pep- 
per, onions, &c. it inuA be at his own ez- 
pence, for the owners furnifh no provifion but 
bread. The nett fum aiifing from the fale of 
the filh, after deducing the expence of the 
fait and bread before-mentioned, is divided in- 
to Ihares, a certain number of which are al- 
lowed to the owners, for their expence in fit- 
ting out the veflcl ; the reft are divided among 
the crew according to merit : an able fiflier- 
man has one Iharc; a boy, landman, or one 
not experienced in the fithery, half a Jhare, 
or A quarter, according to his abilities. The 
patron or ma(ter of the bark fhares equally 
with the able fifhcrmen, and the owners allow 
him alfoone fhareoui of theirs, for his trouble 
in taking care of the bark. 

The place on the coad of Barbary where 
they go to filh, is according to the feafon of 
the year. This fifhery is bounded on the 
north by the fouihern extremity of Mount 
Atlas, or by the latitude of twenty-nine de- 
grees north ; and oh the fouih by Cape Blanco, 
m the latitvde of twenty degrees thirty mi- 
nule* Dortb : the whole length ef the fea-coaft 
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fo bounded, is about fix hundred miles. In . 
all this eztenlive trad there is no town, vil- 
lage, or fettled habitation; the few wander- 
ing Arabs who frequent this part of the world 
live in tents, and have neither barks, boats, 
nor canoes : the Kiog of Morocco's cruifcn 
never venture fo far to the foutbward t for 
were they to attempt fuch a thing, it is. not 
probable ihey would be able -to and the way 
back to their own country. To that the Cana- 
rians have nothing to fear from that quarter. 
In the fprlpg feafon, the fithermen go on the 
coaft to the northward, but in the autumn and 
winter to the f*uthward ; becaufe in the fpriog 
the fUh frequent the coall to the northward^ 
and afterwards go gradually along, the ibor« 
to the Ibuthward. 

Ths firft thing the fiAierraen fet aboirt 
when they arrive on the coaft, is to catch bait ; 
this is done in the fume manner as we do irouts 
with a fly, only with this difference, that the 
rod ii thrice as thick as our?, and not tapered 
away fb much towards the point. The Uneia 
madeof liz fmallbrafs wires, twilled together; 
the hook is about five inches long, >nd is not 
bearded ; the (haft is leaded fo as to lie hori- . 
zantally on the furface of the water; and the 
hook is covered with a filh's flun, except from 
where it bends, to the point; then getting 
within i quarter or half a mile of the (hott, 
they carry fo much fail as to caul): the bark to 
run at the rate of four miles an hour, when 
two or three men throw their lines over the 
ftern, and let the books drag along the furface 
of the water : the fifh, taking the hooks for 
fiiuU &(hf foap at them, and, when hookctU 
tb« 
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the MteMDcn fwing ihem into tbe fctrks with 
their rod». The CanarUns call thefefifll Taf- 
larte: they have no feales,- and arc thapedl^ 
rnKkaml, bat Bl \sTge aS fatmoff; they artt 
exceeding vofacioui, »nd fi^alhiw all the hook, 
nOtwithlfainding its beiftg (o large ; if it wki 
tmrded, there could be no fucb thing' as e:c^ 
ItttfitRg it wit-heiH cutting open the BQt : I 
kavereen thrtb men in theflentofs btrki 
catch aW hundredi aifd fiffy tafFirte in hatf an 
bour. ]t fomMtmes' bappbns that a' barkr «3( 
etxnpteteber lading with ihefe 6(h only. Aa^ 
ol<ber fiort'of fifl), which th«fe people calVAn- 
hou«, ii taken' is the fcffie manner; this is 
lomethit^ bigger thttft a targe mackefeli and 
ftrtos as writ-at the ta^rte for' bait. TbeK 
it anolher Tort of bait called Cavf()lo4, ot> little 
hin4*-[«Wktr«l,> which i^ ftaped ^^ a rtiacke- 
reti,' btu fatnethiiig more flat ant} bnnd ,- it h 
dbout a fpWi long^ and is catcbed witb an an^ 
lin^od and linei with a' very Tinall-' hook, 
baited' with ahnofl any thing ihit comts to 
hand, V^hen a bark hw got a lufBeient flock 
of bait, Ate leaves her bMr, wiib h*e or Tut 
men, near the flmre, to- catcb taSarte and an!- 
houa, atid rofls out to flea a-^nod dill^nce off, 
until fl>e get* into fifteen, twenty,,.EhiTty, 
forty, oppechafn fifty or fisiy fathoms depth 
of water, vrh^reihe anthors, and alfthccrew 
heave their Irnea and hooks overboan^, batted 
with taSapte^ anhouBi &c. and'fiJb for Sanu^, 
OP bi"e«« Bs we call them, and for Ghern*y, 
orcod. The lines are all lesdtd, in;ordiir to 
caufe the ' hooks to fink neaMo the botiorrtof 
the feai where thefe filh Cwim. When^a bark 
it-fotortuuaw as k» meet with fine wvaihep, 
and ■ 
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and ii well pnnided wiilr taf(^ l&c irtB bo^* 
(o campiete her carga in fmt doTSJ Tlim I 
have otten had opportunity lo obferve. But 
*s the trade or north-e»ft wind contmdnly 
blows frdh an thatcoaft, thebarlts anly an- 
chor iii (he o^firig^boui ntid'day^, when therd 
is a luU between ihe land anil l«i-breeZe; ami 
vrhen this laft- mentioned vt'mA begins lo blow 
Trefh, ihej weigh their amrbora( flwnd in M 
fllore, and comc lo an anchor in fome bay, or 
under a head-land, and then the CTtsw fall to 
work, clean and fait the fifh whtdi thejrcatch* 
«l that day: by the time (hit it done, it is 
ibont five OT fit a'clecli in the evtningv when 
they go to dinner or fiippef, for they make 
but one meal rbe v4>ho)« dif, whicfa they, cook 
in the fbllbwing' manner': in every baHo iht 
crew has a long ffat-ftont for a hearth, upon 
which they kindle a fire, and hai^ a lorgt 
kettle o^er it, iir which they boil foaacfiflc; 
(hey ihen lake a platter, and pat fomi broluR 
bifcuit in tr, with onioni l1lr«}' rmoR, to ihi» 
they add fomepepper and viav^st;- and (hctt 
poor in the broih of theiQi: na fart at Ibop 
or broth is more: dcDciMs (hBtn ttri*. Afio- 
having eaten of tins excellost foup, tfa^finiOi 
iNeir itint with rcafled filfai for the^ throw 
the boiled 6fh, of which the foap wM nMd^ 
into the fea. Sobn vftar this' repafl^ e*ery 
man lookr abotii for the nteft- coMinMMlitMt 
place where taf«)l afleffpj fop luj bedding am 
made ore of in the4« vefTels. About fivte- or 
fix in the morning they get sp, leave the boat 
near the fhore, weigh anchor and Aand oat M 
Tea as before, and never tafie vidnals before 
tbe fame time next evening. No. man who 
know* 
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kiwwt the toil, fatigue, cold, snd beat which 
ibefc filhernun nwlergo, will ever charge the 
^taniordi with lazJnefs. 

The neihodofcurinf there fifh is this: they 
cut them open, clean and wafh thcni thorough- 
\ft chop off their heads aod fira, and {hU them 
up to drqin off the water; aricr which they 
areriltedr «nd (lowed in bulk in the hold. But 
becanfe they do not, like the French who fifli 
on the bank) of Newfoundland, wafh their fifli 
a fecond time and re-fah them, they will not 
keep above fix weekijir two momhs- 

It is ftrange to think that the Spaniards 
fliould want to (hare the Newfoundland fifhery 
with the Englifl], when they have one much 
. better at their own doors ; I fay better, for 
the weather here, and every thing elfe, con- f 
curs to make it the heft fifhery in the univerfe. 
What can be a Wronger proof of this, than 
the Moon on the coniioent drying and curing 
all their fifli withont fait, or by any other 
|>rocc&, than expollng them to the fun- beams i 
for the pure wholelbme air of that climate, 
and the ftrong northerly wind which almofl 
vonftantly prevail* on this coaft, totally pre- 
vents putrefaSlon, provided ihc fi(h are fplit 
open, well walhed, and expofed to the fun 
until they are perfectly dry. 

As thefe veflels feldon) go to filh on any 
part of the coaft of Barbar^ to the windward 
of the iflands, and are obliged to ply againft 
the frefh northerly wipds, which almuft con- 
liniiatty prevail there, they are condru^edin 
fuch a manner that they hold a good wiud, as 
it it termed in the fea-)anguage, being very 
Ibarp foK and aft, and full and flat in the 
^ middle. 



• THE CANARY ISLANDS. 187 
middle. They are rigged brigantioe), and 
carry a large flying fore- top- fail, but in gene- 
ral no main- Coj>- fail, nor Hay-ftiih; Ihey all 
carry large rprit-fails, but no jjbbs. I have 
known thefe barks to beat lo windward from 
Cape Blanco to Gran Canaria in twelve days, 
though the diftancc is above four hundred 
miles. Their method of plying to windward 
is this : thev weigh about fix or feven o'clock 
in the morning, and fland oiF 10 fca, with the ' 
land-wind, uniii noonj when they put about, 
and llaiKl in fhore, with the fea-brecze ; when 
they comeclofe in with it, they either anchor 
for ihe night, or make fhort tacks until day- 
light, when they Handout to-fca till noen^ as 
before. 7'he di^erence between the land and . 
fea-breeicson ib's coaft is generally four points^ 
and they both blow a ftefli top-fait-gale. Whea 
they get ten or fifteen leagues to the wind- 
ward of Cape Bazador, they flatid over for Ihc 
ifland of Gran Canaria: if the wind happcM 
then 10 be at north-eaft, they fetch the port 
of Gando, on the fouth-call part of that ifland ; 
but if the wind It at norih-north-eaft, ih^ 
only Fetch the calms, into which they pufl^ 
tncl there loon find a fouth-weft wind 10 carry 

-them dofe to Canaria, From whence the great- 
er part of them go to Santa Cruz and t*ort 

.Orotava, to difcharge their cargoes;' the reft 
go toPalmas,..in Ctmria, and to Santa Cruz, 
in the ifland of Palraa. They, do not fh)p st 
thcFe places to Fell tfae ftlh, but leave them 
with their agents, to fell them at leifnre and 

■to the bell advantage. The con^mon price is 

three half-pencc per pound, of thirty-two 

ounces, whic)i is the weight here uled For flcfii 

and 



its THE HISTORY OF 

ini fiJh ; rometihiM the; are fold fbr a pMnyt 
Ksd never higher tfaait two pente: The Re> 
gidores, or Givildo, in the IQaods,. xtw^ re* 
pilaie the price. 

Imstkad of encouraging this moft ufeful 
and profitable branch, ihe magiftrates in tbcic 
iflands lake every method lo hurt it; for they 
moll impolitically fix a price on the fifli, 
and clog the trade with fooliili and unreafon- 
able duties, befidts forbidding the fiihermen 
to have any dealings or intcrcourfe with the 
Moots on the ccwft where they go to fifli ; 
which is a very great hardlhlp on them* aa 
they arc often obliged, when they meet with 
bad weather, to go aJhore there for fuel and 
water. Hewxver, they privately correfpond 
with them, to their mutual advantage; for 
the Canarians give to the inhabitants of the 
Defert old ropes, wbicD the latter untwifl and 
fphi Into 7am or twine, for nialang fiftnog- 
nets; they alfo give them bread, oniony po- 
nuoes^ and fruits of many kindsc i» retunt foir 
^*h)afa, the Moors allow thenf to take Wood 
tmA Wattr oti' their eoaft, whenever they ane , 
' iai want of thcfe' nuA neccflary articlA,' and 
midu them pr«f<nt^ of eiimb-tg^s and fe«> 
ihers. The inland Moors would' poni& their 
poor countrymeti,- wtM live on fim by tbefe*- 
aoaft, if Aey knaw of their oorrefpoadende 
wah (bs Canaiian fiflffitimtH': bul^ this' dofs 
»oc prevent that inter<«iar(^ « nccelBty o- 
bhgts theft people, fo-diffiii At' from ane»a- 
^er, to ccNDform to the Isrwsof nature, how- 
ever contrary le the precepli of both their re- 
ligions. But this profitable commvnicailon 
has lately bees interrupted, a» I fhall have oc- 
cafion 
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otfioa to sbferve in the dtftntptioD *>i ihat pant 

Although the Canary filhermen have 
fes<|iinite{l thtEKoafiiner (iace ttie coff^vefi of 
ibeiflands, yet th0y;»re m^nly i^o;«f)t.<if 
the inland .covnity, and of tbe paofde who 
(IwellthcK. When ItHHI weatontlwLcoaft, . 
1 exHBined the moft expciiencB<i;oftheincDD->' 
caEoingaii iolet or gulph, named in our (naps^ 
and caUcd by the Csnary fnen, Rio del Ofo, 
hut could get;nofilti&3f)ry ijifoFmatioD ; fame 
toM iBc it ran feventy or eighty hsguu in- 
lands Being, lar prized that mo tiavellor had 
given any account of fuch a noble chanod, 
and imagining ihRt if it was fo hmg ai ^i^ 
itfiiDmed, florae ttade might be opened in that 
unknown Mgioo* I lailcfli though with diiE- 
culty, Aoioag the iands which abound in that 
gulph, until v^e. got. to the further end of the 
bay, which is no more than tenlcagues.diHant 
from its mouth : we found it to run parallel 
with the fea-cctaft, and at no greater ditlaoce 
from it, than one league : the end of this inlet 
t« withinihalf aimikof tbeocean, ^ing part- 
ed from >it only by a narrow neclc gf land. I 
mention this £3 an infUnce of their, igiHinanae 
of this couotry- 

■ These barks generally make eight or nine 
voyages in the fpacc of a year. From the 
laiddleof JPebru«ry to tbc middle of April, 
rhey remain at Canary, to careen, repair, &c. 
becanfe ai that firafon of the jiear, rtbe Afliare 
found onh'ito the nonhvard, where the fhote 
lies alinoii fotitb-weQ-by>well, or weft-foUth- 
w'eft, confequenily open and expo fed to the 
north-weftwindi, .which fomettmeshlow thei^ 
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in February, Msrcb, and April, and. make 

that part of the coaft to be what we call a lee* 

Ibore. 

When I firft Trequented the coal{ of the 
Defert, the Canary men went no Farther to 
the Touthward than Cape Barbas, in latitude 
- twenty-two degreu north ; but now they go 
to Cape Blanco, which lies about thirty leagues 
beyond it. Although the bulk ol their car- 
goes con(t{ta of large bream, yet tbey caicb 
many other fens, viz. ufTartc befpre- menti- 
oned, a delicious filh which taftes like a very 
Urge and fat mackerel, but when dried cannot 
be diftinguifhed from dried falmon. The cod 
caught here is better than thofc of Newfound- 
land: the anhoua rs exceeding good : the cor- 
bino is a large filh, weighing about thirty 
pounds. There are belides thefe a number of 
flat fifh, with many other forts, which I cati- 
not defcribe. 

Although this filhery is capable of the 
greateft improvement, yet the tnglifh have 
no reafon to he ipprehenfive of the Spaniards 
ever being able to bring it to any degree of 
perfeSion, (o as to rival them in the Spanilh 
and Italian markets : the power of the clergy 
in Spain, is a better fecurity to the Englifh a- 
gainft fuch an event, than if a fleet of one 
hundred fail of the line were llationed on the 
coaft of Baibary, to obftrud the Spantfh fi(h- 
ery. 

Tnfc manufadures of thefe iflands are taf- 
fclies, knitfilk hofe, iilk garters, quilts, and 
bed-covers. In Canaria and Tencrife, coarfe 
linens and giufe are made of the flax import- 
ed from Holland. White blankets and coarfe 
cloths 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 191 
dotha «re made b Canaria, from the wool of 
^ their own Ihcep. A very coarfe kind of cloth, 
which is worn by the pearants, i> alfo made 
in ^e rell of the iflands ; but on feftivtis, 
weddings, &c. the labouring people generatif 
wear Englifli coarfe doth. The exporution 
of raw lilk is now prohibited, in order to en- 
courage their filkmanufaSure. In the large 
(owBS, tnen are employed in weaving and as 
laylors; but in the villages, the women only 
exercifc thore trades. 

To give fome idea of the fertility and pro- 
duce of Tenerile, they annually expert no lefs 
than fifteen ihoufand pipes of wine and bran- 
dy, and a great quantity is corKimed in the 
illiind. 

The current coin in the Canaries is the 
Mexican dollar, and the half, quarter, eighth, 
and fixteenth parts of it. Befldes there, there 
is the provincial real of plute, which is a fmall 
filver piece, of the value of five pence fler- 
ling; and the quart, a copper coin, equal in 
value to our half-penny, for ten of them make 
a real of plate. The provincial (ilver coin is 
not current in Lanceroia and Fuertaventura ; 
ar^c^ is never exported, becaufe it pafles in the 
iflands for more than iisintrinlic value. But 
accounts are kept here in imaginary money, 
viz. in current dollars of ten reals of vellon 
each. The real of vellon is equal in value to 
eight of the above-mentioned quarts, fo that 
the current dollar is txa&iy three fhillings and 
four-pence, and fix of them make juft one 
pound fterlin^ Threefixteenihsof the Mex- 
ican dollar pafs for two rials of plate. Little 
or no gold coin is to be found in thefe iflands. 
Thx 
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Thi pauTid and fmtiha iwoiglito Mr* ikc 
SMich die Ume with oih-s. Tlte 4<i(iBt«Jti 
which a (he iflnKl huodiwd weiglu, d(K« RPW 
like ours, weigh .oac hUBdoe^ and twelve 
ppunds, butoD^y oBehomirtd sadiour. Ttw 
arroba is twent7-&vc potmda- 

The mufurei &k the £»fi(i^ or hM«g«, 
tbpalraud, ihe.Liqiud armha, and rhf vsj-> 

The Jirft ef thefe la the nMafiH-f nlni for 
opm, cocoa, Ut, &c. ft«d alm^tl cofitaim th? 
quantity of two Englifh bvflisli. Twelve *tl- 
muds anakea faneg*. Theii<^i(] ^rroba Qon- 
taitis fomethiag more than ithree gallons ; a^d 
tiie quartilb is nearly equal to our qu^rt. The 
vaf ii a mcafcre for cloth, ^c- sod is about 
^is lefi than the Eng)ilh yard. . 
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CHAP. xvm. 



0/ tbi Gtvernment and Rtvtnuis of the Canary 
IJlandf. 

HAVING already given feme account 
of the government of Lanceroti and 
Fuertaventura, I need mot fay any thing of 
ihat of Gomera and Hierro, becaute ihcy ape 
governed much in ihe fame manner as the a- 
bove-mcntioned iflands. I (hall now jHoceed 
to thore called ihe King's Illands> viz. Cans- 
ria, Tenerife, and Palma. 

When the natives were reduced to the o- 
bedience of the crown of Spain, they were 
not deprived of their liberty, but put on an 
equality with ttieir conquerors: art example of 
policy woithy of imitaiion. Uow the Spani- 
ards came, foon after, in America, to a^ in 
ft <]Uite contrary manner, is hard lo conceive ; 
yet the Dutch, French, and Englifh, far from 
following the good example given by the 
Spaniards in the Canary Iflands, have cre^ed, 
in the. fugar-iflartds in the Weft Indies, the 
mod abfurd and barbarous governments that 
ever enilied in any part of the globe, and 
wh'tch are by many degrees worfc than the 
Spanifh governmenis in America. 

What improvement or obedience can be 
expe^ed in a country, where all the labouring 
people are flaves, and have no other principle 

Vol II. I to 
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to excite them lo obedience and induflry, but 
the fear of punifhment ? which, after 9IF, ha« 
never yet broagbt their labour lo 0117 dcgcee 
of equalitjr with that of indigent free people, 
who have the fole difpofal of the fruits of their 
labour. 

Is it not amazing to coafider how the Eng- 
lish, with the iDoftfonfummate infolence, raH 
agatnft their Piinces and MiniOen of Stale, 
as infringing their liberties ; while at the fame 
.time, ihey themfclws are tyrannizing over 
their fellow-creaturei in the mofl cruel and 
arbitraiy nianner. -What idea maft fober 
ihinking people have of (he Englifh notions of 
liberty? Can they imagine thi> liberty any 
thing more than a power to be infolent to their 
fuperiors with impunity, and to opprels the 
poor with extreme rigour? Their oppreffion 
of ihe poor may be obfervtd in other indances 
than in the treatment of their flaves in the 
Weft Indies, viz. their laws againft vagabonds, 
i. e. poor (trangers who have no Settled habi- 
tation, and ft*llipg players. Do not thefc 
very people, who make iuch a nolfe about 1U 
beriy, deprive beggars of iheir natural free- 
dom, by confining them in work-houfeii con- 
trary to their inclinations? yet ihefc beggars 
compel nobody to give them a farthing j and 
if they ufe violence or fraud to fupport thena- 
felves, the law has provided punifliincnis pro- 
■portioned to the heinoufnefs of their crimes. 
Why then cannot they, in a free country, 
have the liberty to expire in the flreet or open 
fieldi for want, if they flwuld choofe to do lb 
rather than work ? 
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But to return fcom this digreflion, which 
19 not altogether foreign to my fubjcQ. The 
Spaniards, after the conquefl of the Canary 
iQands, incorporated with the na'ives in Ajch 
- a manner as to become one people : ihe con- 
fequence of this political union is, that ihe 
King of Spain can raife in ihefc idands more 
foldiera and fca-men, who may be depended 
on, than in any other part of his dominions^ 
three times the extent of the Canary Iflands. 
To this advantage another may be added, the 
great number of people that annually go from 
Hence to fettle in his wide and uninhabited do- 
minions in America. 

The lowcfl ofEcerof jufliceinthefe iOands, 
except the Alguazils, is the Alcalde; wbofe 
office is fomething like that of a Juftice of 
Peace in England : in every town or village of 
note there is one. Thefe magiflratcs are ap- 
pointed by the Royal Audience of the city of 
Palmas in Canana; they hold not their places 
for life, but only for a certain time: in mat- 
ters of property they cannot take cognizance 
of any difpute, where the value of the thing 
conteAed, amounts to above feventeen rials, 
or feven Ihillings Jlerling. Over thtfe raagi- 
(Irates is another, called the Alcalde Major, 
who is appointed in the fame manner as the 
officers before-mentioned ; he cannot decide a 
matter of property, when (he value contefted 
exceeds the Turn of two hundred dollars : from 
the decifions of all thefe magiftrates, appeals 
lie to the Tinlenie and Corregidor. Ifte firft 
cf ih^fe magidraics is a lawyer, and nomi- 
nated by the Royal Audience; and the King 
. appoints the latter, who is not obliged to be a 
I Z lawyer, 
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lawyer, but niaft have a Clerk, Secretary, ot 
Ailiftant bred to ihe law, who is called his 
Aflcflbr. The Corrcgidor generally holds his 
place for fi.ve ^ears, but fomelimes longer. 
Few of the natives of the iflands are placed in 
this honourable oiEce, for thofe that fill it are 
commonly natives of Spain. The proceed- 
jngs in ihe Corregidor's court, and in that of 
the Tinienie are the fatne ; and it would fecm 
that llicfe conns were originally intended as a 
check upon one another. 

From the Corregidor and Tinietite ap.peaU 
are made to the Royal Audience of Gran Ci- 
naria. This tribunal is compofed of three 

id ores or Judges, a Regent and Fifcal, who 
are generally natives of Spain, and always ap- 
pointed by the King ; of this court the Go- 
vernor-general is always Prelldent, though he 
refides in Tenerife. From their determinati- 
on, in criminal cafes, ihefe is no appeal; but 
in mailers of property, appeals are Carried to 
the Council or Audience of Seville in Spain: 

The landing forces in thj Canary Iflands, 

1 do not reckon lo amount to above one hun- 
dred and fifty men ; but there is a militia pro- 
perly regulated and embodied, of which ihe 
Governor- general of the iflands is always com- 
mander in chief; the officers, viz. Colonels, 
Captains, and Subalterns, are all appoinied by 
the King; and in cafe any of them die, the 
vacancy ought to be filled by feniority, but in- 
tereft fometimes prevails againft this regula- 
tion. The mllilary officers, if they have a 
difpuie with any other perfon, may cite him 
before a civil magiHrate; but this lall has no 
power to compel a military officer to appear 

before 
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before bis tiibunal: but if a. nun IhouttI beany 
way injured by an officer cf the militia, he m^jf 
coinpl^in to his fuperior oiBcer ; and if be doe* 
not think he has got redrefs, he maycompUia 
to the Govern or- general of the iHands : from 
his fentence he may appeal to ibc Council' of 
War in Spain, which, although it is fo named^ 
is in faQa civil court. 

- The reader may perceive how eafy it is for 
tticfe military officers to opprcfs ihe inhahi-- 
rarHs ; yet when he confiders that'lhey have 
fottted habitations, and do not move fronr 
place to place like the ofiicers of flanding, 
forces, and are married and cootKded witli 
ihc inhabitants of the towns where they re- 
ftde, and where Lt is their intercfl to prelerve 
their reputation, he will not wonder there is 
fo litde ojrprcflion' in Ihefe iflandi : yet one 
inuA not experts (ind Fuch JDHice rn matters 
of property hene, as in England; I f^yi. of 
property,, for ix) man in this country dares 10- 
commit the greater a6h of oppreiTtoii or vio- 
Wwce, becaofe the injured party would flab' 
tlJc aggceffor, l%t his rank be ever fo great,, 
and fiy for refuge to (he next church or coH'- 
vent, from whence no power could lor-ce him ;■ 
there he might remain in fafety until he could 
fijid an opportunity of efcaping from the illands. 
Besides the above-mentioned military of- 
ficers, there are CaAillanos, i. e. Governors 
or Captains of forts and caflles, fi^e of 
whom are appointed by the King, and^thers 
by the twelve Regidores of the iflands, called 
the Cavitdo ; for fome of the illand forts be- 
long to the King, the rell are under the di- 
redion of the Regidores. The King's forts 
I 3 arc 
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trc garrifoned by the hundred and fifty fland" 
mg forces; and as ihere are many of thefe 
fores, the reader may judge what number of 
men may be in each. 

The Regidores, as I have obfetrcd before, 
1.1 ihe Hiflory of the Difcovery and Conqueft, 
are hereditary officers, who hold a court to 
regulate ihc price of provifions, to take care 
that ihe highways arc kept in repair, to pre- 
vent public nuifanccs, and the pUgue from be- 
ing brought into the ifland by (hipping, &c. 
To defray ihc charge of repairing the roadi'f 
and other neceHary works, the Regidores have 
power 10 lay a tax on the inhabitants : ihey 
have impofcd a fort of escife on foap, which, 
I believe, produces a fum fufficiem to defray 
theleexpences. 

No man is allowed to land in thcfe iflands 
from on board any Ihip, until the maflcr of 
her produces a bill of heatth from the port he 
was laft in, or until the crew have been pro> 
perly examined, whether or not they are free 
from the plague, or any other infe£tious dif- 
tetnper: before this is done, no boat except 
The pratique or health-boat, dares to come 
near her. 

When I wanted 10 go to Tenerife from 
ihe coaft of Africa, where a certificate of 
health cannot be had, I ufed to touch at Lan- 
ccrota or Fuertaventura, where I always got 
a biibof health without the leaft difficulty, 
which procured me admittance at Tenerife, 
Canaria, or Palma. 

The King's revenue in ihefe iflands is di- 
vided into the following branches i 

I. Las 
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U Las Terciat Reales*. or rojial third of 
the lyihes. 

n. Th B-monopoly of tobacco and fnuff. 

HI. Thi ackflowledgmfnt annually paid 
hj the nobiliiy to the King for their titles. 

IV. The duty of fcvon per cent, on im- 
ports and exports. 

V. TttB duty on the Canary Weft India 
commerce. 

The fird of ihefe taxes is improperly named 
ihethird of the tythes, for it fcarcely amounts 
to the tenth pan of ihem ; tlie King finds in 
this,, to his coft, whai it is to be in panner- 
flitp wiih iheclergj'. The tercias realesare a 
nft made by the Pope to the iCtng of Spain, 
m confidcraiion of that Prince's maintaining a: 
. perpetual war againfl the Infidels. 

The fecond branch of the revenue confills' 
in fnuffand tobacco, which the Sianketos, or 
King's ofiicers for that pu^pore^ fell for tho 
King's account ; no otHerperlons being allow- 
ed to deal in thefe anicles. 

The third branch of the revenue ii hard- 
ly worth mentioning, as it amounts to a mere 
trifle. 

All thcfe branches together, the fifth ex- 
<%pted. I am informed, do not bring into the 
King's treafury above fifty ihoufand pounds per 
Knnum, nett money, clear of all charges,. 
fuch as- (he ofiicers falaries,. the espences of 
g9vernm«nt, &c. 

'^ERE the inhaMtanii- of ihcfc iflands to a- 
grec among themfelves, to pay feveniy-fivft 
fhouland pounds nett money annually into the' 
King's treafury, on condition that he would 
i^tiQi all duties and cufioms in the ifland^i 
I 4 an^ 
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and fuffer a free import and export of mer- 
chaodize to and from all parts of the world, 
lam perfuadedit would be of great advantage 
to them, by the incrcafe of trade, fliipping, 
feamen, and wealih, which wouJd in a fhort 
time be furprizingty great. 

Ojj the 2ift of July, 1553, the French 
made a defcenl on iheillanoof Palma, wiih 
feren hundred tneni but ihe natives repulfed 
and obliged them to reitnbark with lofs, al- 
though the illanders had fcarcely any other 
weapons than (licks and Aones. 

Since the conqued of the Canary Tflands, 
no foreign power has fitted oat a fleet with 
defign to fubdue them, eicepting one, which 
Sir William Monfon fayj the Dutch Tent a- 
^ainft the ifland of Qran Canaria in the year 
1599. It confifted of feventy-three ftips, 
commanded by Peter Van Doirt : at their re- 
turn to Holland, a book was pu.bH(hed, in- 
tituled, " The Corqueft of the Grand C^na- 
" ries, made that fummer, by feventy-three 
" fail of fliip5, fcnt out by the command and 
" direSion of the Slates General, &c. will? 
" the taking of a town in the ifland of Go- 
" mera." By which title, Sir William Mon- 
fon obferves, they endeavoured to make the 
world believe that they had conquered aH the 
- Canary Iflands; whereas ihey only furprized 
and took the city of Palmas, in the ifland of 
Gran Canaria^ where they made no prilbners 
or booty, the inhabitants having retired, with 
all their effeQs, to the mountains, fo that ihey 
only recovered thirty-fix prifoners- Hut after 
they had taken the lov^n, Tome of the fol- 
diers, without their officers leave, penetrated 
into 
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inio the country in fearch of plunder, but 
not being acquainted with the proper paffes, 
the Spaniftrds killed a great number, and o- 
bliged the reft lo retire. Neverihelefs, they 
rilled the c\oy(\ers, monaneries, and churches, 
and then burnt them to the ground ; for which 
Sir William Monfon refleds upon them fe- 
»erely. After this the Daich General took; 
Gomera without opporition, for the inhabi- 
tants 6ed 10 the mountains, whore ihey killed, 
many of the Dutch ftragglers. 

In 1657, a fl»:et of Fwijliih men of war^ 
commanded by Admiral Blake, came into the 
road of San^ta Cruz,' and d:!ilto^ed the Spanish 
plate-fleet, which hid put in there. The in- 
habitants- of Tenerife fay, that live bay was' 
then in a defenc^lcfs ftute, compared m what 
it is at prefcnt. 

Ik the wu between Spain itnd Cngland,- 
which commenced in 1739, twoEnglifh fhips, 
one^f them a raan of war of fixiy guns, at- 
tacked ihc port and village of Gomera. When 
tbey began to iire, iha inhabiiants were ex- 
tremdy- frightened ; but Qyiding thecaononad- 
ing to continue long and do no daaiage, they 
ieok (pourage to (uzh-n degree,, that the young, 
people ran to and fro in fearch of, and gaihef- . 
i^g tlie cannon-bajls. The Engliih perceiv-- 
ing the*? were firing 10 no pfif]>ofe, manned- 
^ all their boats, in order to land, bat by that 
time the ifland was alarmed, and ihe militia- 
had reached the port, and were formed in a 
hollow behind ih.e beach, to receive the ene-, 
niy.i when the Engliih perceiving their num-- 
bers and lefoluiion, iJiey ihoug^bt prcpcr 10 
retire. 

I 5 In- 
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Im the courfe of ihc fimc war, fome Eog- 
liQi privateers landed a confidernble number of 
men on ihe ifland of Palma, who were quick- 
ly attacked and routed by the inhabitants, who 
gave them no quarter; among them were 
Ibme Trlfh Catholics, who, when they fair 
their danger, opened their bofotnt, fliewcd 
their cralles, and begged for quarter, but In 
vain, for the incenfed PalmBns killed tkem all, 
except one man, who was wounded and lay 
fome time ainong the flain, the natives fup- 
pofing he was dead: afierwardi finding him 
■live, ihey brought him to the town of Santa 
Cruz in Palma, where he was cured of his 
wound«, and treated as a prifbner of war, till 
he was exchanged. 

Thb inhabiiants of the Canarv Iflands are 
extremely averfc to war, bccaufe it ruins their 
trade, rn{ interrupts the in'ercourfe fubfiAing 
among them. In the courfe of the lafl war 
withEnghnd, they endeavoured to procure «> 
neutrality for their iflandsi 

All the Englifh privateers thai ever went 
to cruize amcDg thefe iOands, were difappoint- 
ed; for they could take nothing except a few^ 
barks loaded wiih corn, or fait-fijh from the^ 
'c()aft of Barbary. Thofe who lay in wait for 
the return of the Canary Weft Itidiamen to 
Santa Cruz, had as little fuccefs ; indeed, un~ 
lefs a cruiftr has Tomebody on bnarrf who ie in- 
timately acquainted with thefe iflands, and the 
weather that prevails there, the crew will find 
their hopes of gain fiuftraied. 

A MASTER of a Jhip of any nation which 

may happen to be at war with Spain, may, it 

he manages prudently, trade at Port Orolavs, 

without 
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without the lead danger o( thenaihres being 
able lo feize his velTel; but fiie muft have 
Tome guns, and be well maTined. 

In each of the ifland«, a waich is polled on 
fo me eminence, 10 give noiice to the inhabi-- 
tants -of the tpproach of Ihippingj when an: 
uncommon number appears, a fignal is made 
tcralarm the- country. 

After the bell forevening prater tolls, no* 
Boats arc allowed to land, or 10 go from the 
Ihore ; nor are bijatsperm^ited at any time to 
depart from aporl without a licence from the 
Governer or Cnptain, even though ifis only 
Ic go afifhing, or to a (hip in the road.' 

Exclusive. of the Negro flavcs belonging 
l»'lhe Count o^ Gofnera,fevefal gentlemen 
in Tenerife have a few; but they, bear no 
■ mere proportion to the' ni>m^jer of white fer- 
vants in that ifttind, than the bhicks in London - 
do to the red of its inhabitants. 

The natives have this excellent law in fa- 
vour of their Negroesy ihat if a mafier treat* 
Ws flave with injuftice or cruelty, he the lat- 
ter may oblige him to fell him immediately. 
The fanu law, if I am not miftaken, takes- 
place in the Spanilh Weft tad'ics. What a. 
fhame is it, that thefe advocates Tor liberty, 
the Englifh and Dutch, (hould be compara-- 
li»ely fpeftking,- the only people who rpprefs 
the poor, to whom they are fotely indebteij 
for their being able to liveJn f^ilendor, idUnefs,, 
wtd luxury. 
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CHAP. XIX. 



Of the Ectkfiajiical Geverntatut of the Canary 
Iflandi. 

TH E Bifhop of ibe Cinary Iflands is a 
TuiFragan to the Arch-bifhop of Seville, 
in Spain, and has a revenue of fix cfaoufand 
pounds (lerling per annum. He rcfides in tha 
ciiy of Palmas, in Canaria, where he is treat- 
ed with all the refpeS and homage due to a 
Prince. 

The Provincials, or fupcrtors, of the dif- 
ferent orders of Friars and Nuns, live in ibc 
city of St. Chriftobal de la Laguna. They ars 
not accountable to any but the Genefats of 
iheir refpedive orders at Rome. 

Im' each oF the illands there is a houfe be- 
longing to the Holy Office, or Inqui(»ton, 
with its proper officers, whofe duly it is to pre- 
vent all appearance of herefy, or difrefpeS to 
the clerfty. They hava power to apprehend 
!ind confine fi.fpe£led petfons, without giving 
any reafon to the civil magillraie for fo doing : 
after examining them fulGciently, they are 
either difcharged, or fent by ihe firft veflel lo 
the Supreme Tribunal of the Holy Office at 
Canarla. 

When a foreign Ihip' arrives at the iHandf, 

and the mailer is permitted to come afliore, 

he is conduQed to an officer of the Inquifition, 

who 
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who examines him, la know if he has \n his 
flup any books or piSures, againA ihedoSrinqt 
or ceremoniea of the church of Rome ; and 
obliges him to Hgn a paper, hy which he eiv- 
gages, if he has any, not (o land or cxpofe 
them to view ; and alfo that he ihall not, while 
he remains in ihc country, fpeak igainft the 
Romilh rehgioii, or mock its rites and cere- 



Vert lately the officers of the InquHition 
intpeded all the libraries in the iflands, and 
either puJ a mark oa thofc books which they 
judged improper to be read, or carried thetn 
away. 

At ail the natives of thefe illands are zealous 
members of the Romrfli church, th« Tribu- 
nal of the Holy Office feldom h^anoppor- 
ttinity to esercife its eiteflfive authority. 
There is na credit to bt given to the: many 
flanderous and ffttfe accounts we hear in pro- 
teflant countries of tiie procedure of the in- 
quifition; fuch as its officers carrying away 
virgins into (heir prifons to gratify their luf^, 
and falfety accu^ng rich, men of hcrafy, in or- 
der to Arip them of their wealih, Sic I think 
i may venture to aflert, that no man or woman 
in the Canary Iflands, has been fo dealt with : 
fome, indeed, have been imprilbned and punrlfa- 
ed for ihofe offences which prbperly come un- 
der the cognizance of the inquifiiion. As the 
reader may be curious lo know fome of thefe 
cafes, 1/hali relate a few which happened be- 
fore my time, and fome while I fKequented 
the ifland. Many years ago, a gentleman in 
the city of L^una fell in love with a Nun, 
vi^fifa he prevailed on to efcape from the con- 
vent. 
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Tent, aiMi embark with fain, in a-Dutehfliip 
It Santa Cruz, which was ready to Tail for 
Hollaarfi Immediarrij after thc]^ wmi on- 
board; the veflel failed awaj;-buti meettng 
with fome difader- at'Tea, was obligeff lopui 
back to the bay- o( Saeta CniZi where, by 
order of the Inqiiifition, (be wm flri&l^ fearch- 
cd, until-ihe unfortunaic Invers were difcover- 
ed, who were brought afliore and clapped into 
prifoni where they remained for a Ihort time, 
and then vacrc' pubtidy beheaded o» a'fcaffoli 
M the city of Lafuna. The fliame and infamy 
of their puni(hmcnt were more bitter to them 
than death iifelf. No one can have an idea of 
thii, but thofe who hare lired i in coontries' 
where the. Inquifition prevaUsr 

A MaitK'K oi a French ftriplying in the 
road of Orolavaf wa> Handing near the port| 
converftng with foiiK merchanif, when the 
Hoft pafEni clofe by them ; all'the raerchanisi 
on perceiving it, kneeled down in token <rf re* 
{ptEt and reverence, as is cuflomary in that part 
of ihe world; but the Frenchman, being a 
Huguenotj flood upright withhis-heidcovcred) - 
notwichltanding all-ihc endeavours of the mer- 
chants to make him kneel and take off his hab- 
Next day, (he merchants to whom the Cap- 
tain waf configned, were fcM for- by the offi' 
cers of the 1n<)wIftion, and examined ooa* 
cetning the affair. They cleared themfclveSf 
but could not dllTuade them froinarrefltnR the 
Captain, although his Ihip was almoft ready t* > 
ftH : luckily tor the Frenchnun, the mer-> 
sbtnts in a body, with fome difcreet clergy* 
men, went^to the laquifiibn, «nd made its oF- 
ficeu 
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fictrs feoribte ibst ihe taking My, aotice ol 
what had luppsned, would aafwsr 09 purpole- 
but thatof frigtueoing (he Dutch, Englifh, and, 
Hamburgh er» From coming to ihe tfiand^wiitcb. 
would totally dtflroy i heir commerce 

An ErgliOi Ronufi Catholic Mafter of * 
fliip wa> taken by the Spaniards- in the war of. 
1739, and oaciied inio Tcnerife^ where he re- 
mained feme lime a prifonoT' at large. He hap- 
pened to be wiih Tome company at a tfiend's. 
houfffWheD the officers of the Inquifition, with. 
Ibme afBllanit, fuKrounded the houfe, and hur- 
ried him away toiheir prifon : he was^ Toon af- 
ter fent to the prifon-of the Inquifition at Gran 
Canaria, where he was^ confined above two. 
years.. During all that war the EngliOi Con- 
(u\ remained in Tcnerire, and hearing what 
had happened, fent an account of the affair tO' 
a perfon-of influence in Engjandi inlrcating him. 
at the fame time toufe hit intereft in favour of 
the Captain, thus uttjuDlj detained in the pri« 
fon of the In^uifiiion at Canaria. The Con-- 
ful's letter had ihe-dfAred effeQ.; foK an En- 
glilh man of wac, feme time afisr, came into- 
ne road of Pal mas, in- Canaria, having raany 
prifoners on board : bis orders were, ndt to txr^ 
change any jiiitil he (houtd obtain the enlarge- 
ment of this unfortunate Englifhman. He m-- 
formed the Canarians of his orders, who, hav- 
ing many of their friends prifone'fs on board. the 
man of war, folicited the Holy, OlSce, aod 
procured his liberty ; I fa-y foiicited, foE the ci- 
vil power there canaot oblige ihe inquifitors 
to do any thing contrary 10 their inclination. 

The account the Captain give; of this affair 

(for he now lives in London) is, that he was 

pro- 
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proceeded againft after the fame manner as the- 
Hdy Oflke of Maliiga, in Spain, did agatnll 
one Martin, who afterwaids publifhed an ac- 
count of hi« confinement and rufFerings. Some- 
time after they had exhorted him^ in v^n, t» 
Bccufc hintfelE and conhfi, thejr told hira^ 
plainly that he was ac«ufed of being a Free- 
Mabn. As ihe Captain did not then under- 
ftaawt Spanifli enongb to cempreheod their 
meaning, the Inqutfiters employed on this oc— 
callon for an interpreter, an old man, a native^ 
ef Scotland, who, by fome accident, cama tO' 
that ifland when a youth, and embraced ihc 
Romilh faith, but had almoA entirely loA his- 
mot her- tongue : this interpreter informed him, 
that the Holy Ofice accufed him of being a- 
Franc Mafon (for fo be termed* Free Mafon) i^. 
Ihe Captain ffill not ufxIerAandifig him, aT— 
ferted hii innocence,, although they put him to- 
the torture to make him confefs. At laft he. 
porceived their meanings bat, fearing he might 
fare the worfe if he con^clTed, he continued 
to deny be underftood their meaning: this is 
al! I could learn from him, except that, out of- 
the time he was confined by the inquifitJon, he. ^ 
pafled nine months in the dungeon. 

In the year 1749, an Englifhfhip, bound' 
to Guinea, was wrecked on the coaft of Bar- 
bary, adjacent to thefe iflinds, where a Ca- 
nary fifhing-boat took up the crew, and 
brought ihem to the i (land of Gran Canaria, 
The furgeon, being informed that good phyfi- 
cians and furgeons were fcarce there, and b»- 
inginviied by the gentry lo fettle among them, 
be confented, and pradifed phyfic for fome 
lime, with great applaufe. The Priefis and; 
Fria[s, 

, ..,i.;o(><;k- 
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Friars, who had been labouring to Convert 
him, prciended that he had given them hia 
promife to embrace the Romilh hith and pub- 
licty renounce his hcfefy. Soon alter this he 
fell tick ; they plied him hard, but to no pur< 
pofc; for, after his recovery, he perfifted in 
his errors; which fo exafperatid them, thai 
they compelled him to leave the ifland. 

A French Huguenot of mean circrnn- 
Aances, who kept a (hop in TeneriTe, happei»- 
ing to be at Laticeroia upon bufinefs, was im- 
portuned by a beggar for alms, having a tigure 
of the Virgin in his hands, bedecked with 
Roweri (which is cuJiomary there on e4;t^n 
fellivals,) which he mads nfc of to enforce hi« 
foit. The Frsnchman, vexed at his importu- 
nity, faiid, *' Begone: what Agniiies your Vir-* 
** gin DO ne ^ bideed, if. yait weuld bog Ear 
*• the fak« of fanac pretty girl, you might haw 
" better fuccefs," With tbefie words heturned 
stray, not (beflnMig of any badicotifeqitenccBi 
The be^ar weBt off, n»itt<ring and: vowing 
revenge agaiaft^ the heretical dc^, as he called 
him. The poor FFoichmani had reafon to re- 
pent ai his ilt-linxd gallantry, for he was fooa 
after feized by the officers of the loquificioD, 
and confined in prifoni, until they f<Mind> an o^ 
portunity of a bark going to Canam. Befors 
he was fent thither, he wrote a letter to one 
of his countrymen at Tenerifc, informing him 
of his misfonune; and that be had been rack- 
ing his thoughts ever Gnce to find out the 
caufe, but could charge himfelf with no of^ 
fence againft the Inquifltion, fscepting the a^ 
fair of the heggar ; adding, that being con- 
fcious of his innocence, he hoped {oon to get 
clear i 
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clear : but in this he wai inillakM, (at he was- 
confinnl at Canari»for more thaira year. It 
w^s obrerveoi that when he returned from- 
tfaencc to Tenerife, he looked fai and fair, but 
crer afteraitended mars. Mid otherwife bcbavcd- 
hMnTcinike s good Catholic, which it feemi' 
be hid not done before. 

Thk lail perron whom I Femember to have 
been apprehended by the Inquifuion, was the 
Marquis de San Andre *, a man of near eighty? 
^earsoFage. He was charged with maintain- 
ing Tonie errort, in a book which he had pub* 
lilhod fonw time before; but tie real caufe 
was the keen fpirii of fatire by which he ho^ 
rendered himlelf obnoxioin to the clergy. He 
was not (hut up in ihe prifon of the InquifitiiKi^ 
but allowed to range within the walls of a con^ 
venl in Canarii, where he remained, if I atn 
not niifUken, more than twelve months. He 
died about a year ago, Toon after he wai di^ 
charged. It is fiid, that the InquifitorS) ao» 
cording to their ufual form, tfted him, on his 
firll examination, if he believed the Holy Ot" 
fice to be holy, jufti and knowing ? He replied^, 
that he abfolaicly denied it could have any pre* 
bcnfions to knowledge;, and as to j^ftice, h« 
Feferned them to his own cafe ; and laftly, that 
he had fooie fcruplea about its i«n3tty. He 

* The hFarqui) de Sao Andif, ai.was obferved' 
in lh« former ])a>toP this work, was dcfcended, iii 
I light line, fron bqi) AIoDzo FerdinaDdo de Lugo, 
who iffifted at the conqueft of Caoiria, and pro^ 
cured a grant from the %nz of Spaia of tlM cooqacft 
ef Palm* and Tenerife. It was chie^ owiag to 
kUpruiIent'CODdua,thRi(hcaatiTe>wcrecooi*eited. 
w toe Bomifh. faith. 

diwft 
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durft not have anrwered In thii manner, had 
he not been affured of the protedion of the 
court of Madrid : and as he was not punifhedt. 
made no fabmilltons, nor did penance when 
confined or after hv was difchaFged, this may 
be looked upon as the firfl flep- taken by the 
King of SpaJn andhis MinifVersto retrench the 
power of the clergy in^ ihc Canary Illands. 
The court could not have pitched on a more 
proper perfon to rapport ^aioll the Inqui(ition>. 
in order to tvy if it was poffible to curb the un- 
limited power of that tribunal:, and as ihey 
have fuceeeded in the fipfl attempt, it is lobe 
hopec^ they wil^ go on, until the church ii 
^fficieotty humJ>led, and Eeudered. abroLulel^ . 
dependent on the Aatt. 

It is not pofllble for a pctfon to live in any 
irf the Canary Mamls, excepting Tenerife, 
who is not a member of the church of Rome i 
and even in Xencrifero profefled Jew, Pagan, 
er Mahomedan can at any rate be a. member 
ofrt>cietyr neither indeed Protcdants, unlefs 
(hey are mepcbonta of confequence. The 
clergy do »ot care to meddle with them j pro- 
bably they have orders from Rome not to dif- 
tiirb tbcnii, left they fitould be embroiled with. 
the Eng)i(h or Dutch, and the caufe of the difr 
pate thereby bccanoe public, which would ul- 
timately hurt the intereA of tbe church. For" 
inerty k wae no uncommon thing for the In* 
quifiiion ts feize on the Dutch and EngUlh 
Confuis. 

Those Proleftanls. in Tenerife who arc 
iRofl expofed to the cenfure of the Inquifition 
«fe th« French Hu|iKiiot^ for, they hare none 
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to proied rhem from it The French Coir- 
Aid here hftvc always been njca of narrow 
minds, who neither kepi up the dignity of 
their office, or regarded the glory of their na- 
tion; oiherwife ihey would have protected 
their countrymen from ibff infulis of the 
clergy, eren though ihey had profeffed Paga- 
nirm. I have often wonilered what could in- 
duce Hugtienois openly to proFefff tlifir rellgtoiv 
in this country, when ihey dilTemble feme of 
rheir principles in their own ; for if a man, foe 
hia intereft, conforms in one paint lo the reli- 
gion of the country he lives in, why not to »1J >■ 
ft is conRAent with reafen, that a man ^uM- 
either obftiiiately refufe to throw a grain of in* 
cenfe on the ahars of the gods of his country:. 
even in the view of death, or be the foremoft 
in complying with ewny ncMmfiny a{ the wor- 
fliip paid to ihenru 

Ahh the ii^biCants of the Canary Iflandi 
are zealous Catholics; and when they fee any 
ef a difl^rent pei^fuafioti behave with common- 
rfecency, they Ue.ra to be greatly furprized,, 
imagining heretics to differ liiile from brutes { 
for thefe people are by far more ignorant and" 
fuperftiiiojs than the Catht^ics of Germany 
aitrfi othcF conntries, where PapiAs and Pro- 
tefianta d>w«K in the fame eivii Gommunity. 
Yet the natives here do not pay fe<much hom- 
age to the clergy as the inhabitants of Portugal^ 
ihe Azores, Cape de Verd, and Madoira 
Iflantls do to theirs, for the women in thefe 
parts kifs the burders of the Friars garments, 
when they pafs along the ftreets. The Ca- 
nary clergymen lead more regular lives than 
ihofe 
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thofe of tile sboTe-inentionacI iHands*, and 
carry not their zeal agiinft heretics To far as to 
4iinder them from burying their dead in the 
eariii, wiiich is the cafe in tiie ifland of Ma- 
deira, although all its trade and wealth dcpendi 
entirely on the Englifh. The merchants of 
the Engtifii nation refiding in that ifland, be- 
Jiave, in one inftance, lo the church with a 
rpirit truly nohJci becoming, and worthy of 
(laitaiion by all who differ in fentiment from 
the religion of their country; for rather than 
•demean themfelves by cringing to the clergy, 
they caft their dead into the fea, although 
they ate fure of being permitted to bury them 
in tlie earth, if they were only to condefcend 
ito requeA that fiivour from the church f. 

All 

' ■ • The Portttjfoese Pr'iefls and Itian in the Cape 
^e Verd IDaods are ignorant and fuperAkioss to the 

freateft degree. NotwiihStoding their vow of ce- 
bacy, thef keep miftrefleg openly, wlthoui the 
leaft appearance of Aiame, and have their childccn 
Tunning about iheir boufes and convents. While t 
Yiiei in South Baibai^, a Moor, who by Tome ac^ 
{idenc had been fome time in the CapedcVerds, 
^id to roe in the following broken EngHfh, *' Pot- 
" togueze Prieft no Ijetier as fool ; he fay be leve 
" God better, Tety much indeed, and not lake 
" wife ; yet have child in bonfe bis : bow nmn have 
" child and not have wife I Indeed Poitagoexe Pidi% 
" all the fame as fboi:° 

' ^ The Catholics evade the charge of inhuma- 
llify brought againft their religion, by trs adcerfaries, 
ibas: why ftould [be principles and praAice of ■ 
few blind, Ignoiant, and fupertlitious zealots, who 
aie members of our communion, be brought as a 
charge 
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All Grangers who are not Roman Cubo- 
lics, arc flrongly importuned, on their aitivalj 
to become profelyiet; but it has been ob- 
ferved, that all fuch as were prevailed on to 
change their reltg;ian, with a view of bettering 
their fortunec, fell Toon after into poverty, and 
funk in the e()eem of thofe very people who 
were-fo eager to convert them. 

While I frctjuenicd this country, the crew 
oF a Canary fifhing bark brought, from the 
coall of the Defart to the city of Palma, a 

charge aganift onr noft holy religion 7 Dm3 our 
church approve of their deleftable inhumaDiiy ? I 
would only aflc thcTe Catholics this fimpleqaefUoa: 
Haa the Inqaifition etet teftified i^ diOtke of Aai 
inhuman law, riz. the Portugneie forbidding tbe 
Enelifli to bury ib«r dead in the i(la(id of Madeira {. 
Thig is one of tbe many ihiagi wbid) evay day girc 
them the lie. 

On the other hand. Is it confiftent with that mo- 
deration aod hatred orpeifecuiion ? la it connHent 
with [hofe principles of civil ai well as religtona li- 
beriy, which the Proieftant clergy of alt denomina- 
tions profefs, that tbey are fo vtxf xraloas for pat- 
ting the law) in execution egaiaft blilpheniy, inlide- 
iitj, and herefy, or u leaft what they a^e pleafed to 
call hf thefenaraei? Tbefe ciimea difinib not in 
the leaft tfie civil coroniunit^. Should not one be 
mclined to think, therefore, that ibey would have 
endeavoured to obiain a repeal of ihol^ laws, fo de- 
fitoflive to the liberty of tne fubjeCl f They never 
made the leafl motion towards it; and when they 
fpe^of them, it is with an eaineft wrih, that ihey 
were tea times tnore rigorous ; and it is not ancom- 
IDOO to hear thera raiJ againS the beft of govern- 
menu, becailfe it winkt at the Kanrgreinons of thcfe 
lawi. 

boy 
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boy and A girl, hislifter, wtio weredccoycd on 
b«Mrd: the boy was then About eleven years of 
age, and the girl about nine ; they were boA 
drefled in astelopes Huns, Shortly after (hetr 
arrival, the filbermen of f almas went in a 
body, and complained to ;the Royal Audience 
againQ the 'peo[de who had brought away ihe 
children, and begged that they might be Teat 
back to their parents; eaforaog this rearon* 
abie requell, bj reprcfeniinK the danger ibejr 
vere in of being malTacred ey tbeir relations, 
who would infallibly wreak ihoir veogeance on 
the Canarymen who ihould attempt to land oa 
their .coaft. This reprefentation had its de- 
fircd cffed; the Audience ordered the cip- 
iires foon after to be fent to their own coun- 
try, with Tome prelcnis coihcir difconfolat« 
parenti. 

Sefore tlveir departufc, ntiRy anifices 
were ufed to induce ihcm to change their reli- 
gion: they were genteelly dad, elegantly 
lodged, and entertained by peqple of the firA 
rank, who endeavoured te make every thing 
in the ifland as agreeaUe to them as poflible ; 
i)utall this could not llukethe boy's conDancy, 
Cor he continued firmly attached to the religion 
of h\3 father;.: the giri, tempted by the gaiety 
of the ladies drcfs, and other picafurei of the 
place, Teemed to waver ; however her brother 
had fo much influence over her, as to prevent 
her converfion. 

Some o( the natives of the Canary Iflanda 
who were Intelligent in foreign affairs, often 
Jifked me the reafon why our commerce fo far 
exceeded that of the Spuuaolsi myaafwer 
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flanlly was, that the power of the InquiTition 
«od the church, in (empnrsis; infringed their 
liberty, as well bi cramped iheJr indullry, 
without both which no nation can make any 
figure in coinmerc«. 

i TOLD them that the cxcellencly of the En- 
glifhcOnllilution lay in this, that no man could 
be punilhed (otherwife than by being excluded 
from the religious communion of the focieiy 
to which he belonged) for any crime merely 
irreligious : but in this I went too far, for there 
are now fome laws exilling in England, where- 
bv an ainiable member of fociety may be pu- 
niflied for nonconformity to the precepts of 
the church. 

Is it not furprizing that the Eoglifii nation, 
now To highly efleemed abroad, (hould fuffer 
itfclf to be fo duped by the craft of deGgntag 
prieds, as to lay iheir foldiers and Teamen, who 
are always ready to thed their blood in their 
country's fervice, under the cruel neceffity of 
either det^ucbing their conlciences, or loHnj; 
their fubfifteace ? At this time, none of our 
brave reformed officers, who ferved in our 
late glorious expeditions, can rective their 
half- pay until they produce certificates of their 
conformity to the eflablifhed religion I Y«t 
ihcfe hypocritical and double-dealing gentry, 
the clergy, are perpetually dunning our ears 
with a noi(e about moderation and averfion to 
pcrfecution. They ought, indeed, to behave 
with more moderation ; for it is not altogether 
improbable that the time is at hand, when the 
governments in Europe particularly the French^ 
will no longer puzde themfclves how to find 
ways 
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ways and means to raife money for the necelli- 
lic^ of the flate, but will appropriate the re- 
▼enues of the clergy to that ufe, and fo avoid 
the danger of incenliog their rub|c£ts by Uying 
on I hem unpopular though neccUary taxes. 

Voltaire, from fuch inftances of the in- 
humanity of the clergy, lakes occadon to re-' 
proach Chrillianity as (he caafe of all thofe 
evils ; and craftily endeavours to make lu be* 
lieve that he is perfuaded the religion profiefled 
in Europe, atft] ChriAianity, are the fame. In 
this he is not To Ingenuous as his brother philo* 
(bpher^ the famous RoulTcau; for this laft 
boldly aSerts, that they have not the leaft af- 
finity, well knowing that were Chrifliaos ever 
fo numerous and powerful in anycountry, they 
could never, without renouncing their religton, 
make QirlRlanity a term of communion, ponifli 
infidels for blafpheming againfl its do^rines, 
or exaS penGons from unbelievers to fupport 
their bifliops. 
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CHAP. XX. 



I>inHiimJ''r Saitmg ermn^ tbe Canary Ifianit. 

WHEK « ^p lies »t Pslma, wvitog to 
go to LmicctqU, Md win not wait for 
a. itir wiod {wh'wb intjecd reldom bEows iherQ, 
cfpcciallj in the fusicDM rcsfqa), kt bcr (Una 
■over to the nortb-wcH Ode of Tenvife* sod 
beat U{t sloD^-lhore until Ihe vooihers point 
Na^o;, frojn thcocc> with the wind that gcnc- 
raLly pmails ia tkefe paris* Ibe wiir Ik aale tQ 
■weaiJierGrajiCaiiafia^ mA fetch the point of 
HandU, inFiierta.venuuR» or pflrhags Mono 
Ga.blc» from whence it is f^ly to he%t up to 
Point Negro, along the call fide qf ^ illandf 
becaufe the fea there is alwayi fmooth. It is 
not quite fo eafy to beat up from Point Negro 
to the iQand ofLobos; yet it may be done 
without difficulty, when the weather is mo- 
derate: if the wind Ihould happen to blow 
hard, flie may flop in the bay of Las Playas 
until it proves more bvourablc. 

From the ifland of Lobos flie will find do 
difficulty in beating up to Porto de Naos in 
Lanccrota. I would not advife any man, who 
is not perfectly well acquainted with that bar* 
hour, to attempt to carry a Ihip ioj becaufe 
thfrtiHraAces are very narrow. 

It 
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It is common for fhips \thich come loaded 
from £urope to Santa Cruz, in Tenefife,'ro 
Kavc part of iheir cargoes to unload at Port 
Orotava: thefe Ihips, when the trade-wind 
blows hard, wiN romeiimes find it impra3i- 
cable to weather Point Nago; Vhen this i» the 
cafe, let her bear away 10 the leeward point of- 
the ifland, and keep near the (horc, where, if 
£he does not meet with a foutherly wind, flic 
will be carried by the current, in the fpacc of 
twenty-four hoiifs, from the i'outh-weft point 
of the ifland unio Point Teno, from whence 
Ihe may eafily beal^up to Port Orotava; for 
when the wind blows esccflive ilrong at Point 
Nago, it is moderate weather ah the way from 
Ptunt Teno uniil within two or three leagues 
of Point Nags. But I would not advife a Hup 
to bear away as above direded, imlefs when' 
the trade^wind blows fo frelh that Ow cannot 
weather Point Nago ; becaufe in moderate 
weather there is little or no wind ftirringon 
the coall- between Tono and Port Orolava. * 

I WARN all Urangers to thefe iflands, to ob- 
fbrve that Alegranza, Lancerota, and Fuerta- 
Ventura are, in atmoft all our maps and fea- 
eharts, placed >tweniy-6ve or thirty miles too 
far to the fouihward; for the truepofilioaof 
Alegranza is aboot the latitude of twenty-nine 
degree! thirty minutes north. 

Ik all our maps and charts of the coafl of 
BftrbatT adjacent to the Canary Ulands, that 
part of it fitualed between the latitude of 
twenty-nine degrees thirty minutes, and 
twcnty-fcven degrees thirty minutes north,. 
K 3 is 
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is falfel^ dcfcribed, as mar eafily be perceived 
by the general map of (he iflands, and the 
African coaft adjacent to them, nhich is an- 
nexed to this work. By the wrong pofition 
of ihe aforefald part of the coad of Barbary, ia 
our maps and charts, I am certain many have 
been deceived, and thereby run their fl)!pt 
afiiorc in the night. 
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IN defcribing the manners and cuflomi of 
the natives of thefe iflands, 1 forgot t<t 
mention, that the gentry arc genefaity poor, 
and therefore not being able otherwife to pro- 
tide for their younger fons, educate many of 
them for the churA. Not a few young ladies 
take the veil and fbut themfelves up in nun- 
neries for tife, bccaufe they cannot iimi h,uf- 
bandi fuitable to their ranlc, and do not chopfe 
to depend on their elder brothers, or other re- 
lations, for fubfiftence, or becaufe tbey have 
met with dlfappolntments in lOve: a few, be- 
ing flattered and puffed up, by the Nuns and 
Clergy, with a conceit of their own fan3ity, 
are prevailed on to take the vows and quit th^ 
world; but the greater part of . them have 
time afterwards to repent a£ leifurc, and find 
that a miftrefs of a fannily has it as much in 
her power to exercifc every Chriftiaa virtue^ ia 
a woman fhut up in a nunnery. 

About two years and a half ago, a racma- 
ftery of Nuns* in the villa of Orotava, took 
fire in the morning whUe it -am dark, and 
was burnt fo fuddenly, that the Nuns had but 
jufl time to fave' thcit lives : it is the cuftona 
of many people in that country, when the 
weather is hot, to fleep without (hirts or Shifts i 
therefore fome of the poor Nuns, not having 
ttnrie t& caft any thing about them^ tnade their 
. , - tfcape 
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efcape ftirk naked, when fome of the crowd, 
who were aflembicd on that ocoGon, took off 
their cloaks and threw them upon them. Se- 
veral fellowt went into the cells of the con- 
vent, and, in tight of all the crowd, fat down 
compofedly, and crammed therafelTcs with 
ibeconfcrvesand fweetmcaiB belonging to the 
mnneiy, notwithAanding the Vicar called s- 
loud and threatened thtm with escommiinica- 
tjon. Thii I mention to give ferae idea of the 
thievifh dif^lition of the lowercWi of people. 
Ai to ihc Nuns, feme were depoliccd in their 
parent! houfes, or thofe of their neareft rela- 
tions, Md the remainder in a targie empty 
houfc, until they were diAribuicd into othcE 
nunaericG in the tfland. 

Whet^ the mil^reft of >- family dies, fome 
of her hulband'i pelaBoaa c«inM to his houfe 
and refriJe with him foine iiin«) bo divert hl> 
grief, aid depart not until BAOthec r«Ialioii. 
comes to relieve the ^tH-; tha ftcoad is re;>. 
lieved by a third, and fo or> untik ib« term o£ 
a year is expired. 

All the orchilla-weod* of Tenerife, Can»> 
ria, and Palmar belongt to th« King, and is- 
part of his rcienuB ; t£e orchilia of the other 
jflsiKts betoc^ to their rdpcdivt proprietors. 

Tuj Pti^ not b«ing fatieficd with their 
■ytbea, aor the Frian, with the revenues of 
tbar coBvents, faavs found wtjrs and meant to. 
bMul the iidiabitants of ihefc ifkiids with many 
BnpofitioHs, which would be tedious to «nu- 
aierate ; atid though they arc not allr«ftabliih- 
«d b]r law, yet it would be dongercus to r«- 
iafo the payment of any of than. For io- 
ftancCj every fiJhing-biirK from the coall o£ 
Barbary 
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Barbaty, is oUiged to deliver a certw'n quan- 
tity of fi(h to each conventi and when the 
Mendicant Friars go about from boufe to 
houfe, tbey are liberally fupplied witb alms t 
if any one wai to refufc ihem, or give a furly 
anfwer, he would furely be marked asanob- 
jed of their vengeance, and thereby be ex- 
polH to the Inquifition. All ranks of men 
here, who have any poinl in view, or fcheme 
to purfue, tike care in the firft place to fecure 
the leading men of the clergy in their intereft s 
when thii ii done, all other obAacles are eafily 
furmounted. 

Fathbr Feyjoo't Critical Theatre, a book 
of many volumes, is much read at prefent by 
the tutives of the Canary Iflands. Aa it is to 
bc.had in every great town in Europe, I fhall 
make do more mention of it than this, that iti 
author's principal detign feems to be an attempt 
to prop the frnking credit of the church of 
Rome, by giving up many of its miracles (as 
the produce of the overheated imaginations of 
enthuliafttc and ignorant Curates and Friars* 
- or as pious frauds], in order lo prefervc the 
whole From being looked upon as the cunping 
inveniion of priefls. Some free-thinkers and 
religious Proteftants, fondly imagine this book 
to be the forerunner of infidelity or reforma- 
tion in Spain ; but IF tbey will take the pains 
Id examine it more narrowly, they will find 
that the author thought it was better that one 
member Ihould pert£, than (be whole body. 

FINIS. 



